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( Continued.)

She went down the avenue and had a
few words with the sentry there. She
felt wo Dbitterness agninst him now—on
the contrary, she could aford to laugh |
at his peculiarities, [le was in a very
bad humor on account of domestic difi-
culties, His wife had been abusing him,
and had ended by assaulting him. *She
used to argey lirst and then et I the
roker,” he said roefully, “but now it's
the poker first and there ain't no argey-
ment at all”

Kate looked at his savaze face and
burly figure, and thouzht what a very
courngeous woman his wife must be

“It's all "cause the tisher lasses won't
lemme alone,” he explained with a ‘
She don't like it, knock 1 sideways if
she do! It ain't my | t. though, 1 al-
lers had kind o a fetchin' way wi’
women.”

“Did you post my note?” asked Kate
“Yes: in course | did,” he answers
“ItH be in Lunpnon now, most like."” is
one eye moved about in such a very shifty
way as he spoke that she was convineed
that he was telling a lie She could not
be sutlici Iy thankful that she had some-
thing else to rely upon besides the old

scoundrel’s assurances

There was nothing to be seen down the
lane cart
Young man walking at the
Nhe had a horror of the country folk since

single with a loutish

except a

horse’s head

her encounter with the two bumpkins
upon the Sunday. She therefore slipped
away [from the gate and went through
the wood to the shed, which she mounted
On the other side of the wall there was
stanaing a little boy in buttons, so rigid
and motionless that he might be one of
Madawe Tussaud’s figures, were it not for |

his eves, which were rolling about in ev-
direction, and which finally fixed
Kate's face.

said this appari-

o-j'_\
themselves on

‘Good-morain’, miss,”
tion,

“Groovd-moruing,” she answered, *“I
think | saw you with Mrs. Scully yvester-
day "’

"Yes, miss Missus, she told me to wait
bire and never to move until 1 seed you

She said as you would be sure to come
I've been waitin® here for nigh on an
bour.”

“Your mistress is an angel,” Kate said

euthusiastically, “and you are a very good |

| fneed the lawn, and at

aganin,
She went slowly back to her room, won
dering what friend this could be whom

‘rra had brought with him. She had no
ticed that he was roughly elad, presenting

n contrast to the yoang merchant, who
was valgarly spruce in his attire. Evi
dently he intended to pass the night at
the P'riory, since they had let the trap

g0 back to the village. She was glad that
e had come, for his presence would act
As A restraint upon the Girdlestones,

As the long afterncon stole away she
became more and more hmpatient and ex-
pectant.  NShe had been sewing in  her
room, but she found that she could no
longer keep her attention on the stitches.
She paced nervously up and down the lit-
tle mpartment. In the room beneath she
could hear the dull, muMed sound of men's
voices in a long continuous monotone,
broken only by the interposition now and

min of one voice which was so l!l‘l';‘
and loud that it reminded her of the ;{?"I\\I
ol & beast of prey. This must belong to

the red-bearded stranger. Kate wondered
what it could be that they
over so earnestly. City affairs, no doubt,
| o1 other business matters of Importance,

She remembered having once heard it re

marked that many of the richest men on
‘Change were eccentriec and Ninnlﬂ?_\ in
their dress, so the newcomer might be a
wre important person than he seemed
She had determined to remain in her
rocm all the afternoon to avoid Ezra, but

her restlessness was so great that she felt
f hot The
a reviving effect

1

werish and fresh air

thought, would have

| the

some new-fangled way, and nigh kaocked
beeath out of me. 1 don't fall as
light as 1 used.™

“He did not suceeed in tracing you?
Girdlestone nsked uneasily., *There s no
chance of his turning up here, and spoili W
the

“Not in the least,” sald Ezra confident
Iy. “He was in the hands of a policeman
when | saw him last.”

“That s well, Now 1 should like, be
lore we go further, to say a few words
to Mr. Burt as to what has led up to
this, 1 wish you to understand,” he sald,
“that this is no sudden determination of
ours, but that events have led up to it In
such a way that it was impossible to avoid

whole bhusiness

it.  Our commercial honor and integrity
are more precious to us than anyvthing
else, and we have both agreed that we
are ready to sacriice anything rather
than lose it. Unfortunately, our affairs
have become somewhat involved, and it
was absolutely necessary that the firmn
should have a sum of money promptly

lin order to extricate itself from its Jith

were talkiong |

culties. This sum we endeavored to get
through a daring speculation in diamonds,
which was, though 1 say it, ingeniously
planned and cleverly earried, and which
would have suceeeded admirably had it
u4d been for an unfortunate chance,”

“1 remember,” said Burt,
“tf course You were there at the
time, We were able to struggle along for
| some time after this on money which we
borrowed and on the profits of our Af
rican trade The time came, however,
| when the borrowed money was to be re

on her mhe slipped down the staircase,
treading as lightly as possible not to dis
turb the gentlemen in the refectory. They
appeared to hear her, however, for the
lium of conversation died away, and there |
was a dead silence until after she had
I sy ]

She went out on to the little lnwn
whihe lay in front of the old house, There
were some Hower beds seattered about

on it, but lhv_\ WEere overgrown with weeds

and in the last gtage of neglect Rhe
amused herself by attempting to improve
the condition of one of them, amd kneel-
ing down beside it she pulled up a nam
ber of the weeds which covered it, There
was a withered rose bush in the center

in imparting some degree of order among
the few plants which remained She
worked with unnatural energy, pausing

| s she ]"J'l'-l‘ up that also, and suceeeded |

poid, and once again the firm was in dan

ger. It was then that we first thought of
the fortune of my wuard. It was enough
to turn the scale in our favor, could we
lay our hands upon it It was securely

tied up, however, in such a way that there
by which
(ne was hy marry
son © the other was by the
young lady’'s death I follow wme?"

Burt nodded his shaggey

“*This being so, we did all that we conld

were only two means

teuch a penny of it
ing her te my
you

head

|

we could |

Farm Labor,

One of the greatest problems con
fronting agriculture I8 competent farm |
heip that ean be secured at a compen- |
sition proportlonate to the net earn |
ings for the farmer. Manufactures,
mining and rallroands furnish employ I
ment to a vast number of workers who |
are under tralned foremen and thelr
wages are groduated according to the
amount of product they ean turn out '
Manufacturers and transportation cor
porations capltnlized and the In
vestment s earn n fixed
dividend for The

“arnings are the

are
J't‘-}ll.l"ul fix
the stockholders
expected to excesd
Hividends, operating expenses and fixed
to fund to
alfalrs In emergenclies amd dur
Ing panies without

The farmer
'n the open market for help to conduet
While the

charges crente o surplus

conduct

stopping dividends

L] rllf“ill'l &l to CORE ]t

hig agricultural operations

farmer I8 delighted If his Investiment
returns a reasonnble proft, he has no
reconurse If the season's results are con

ducted at a loss, The manufacturer in

timer of financial stringency (o protect
stockholders discharges a part of his
foree, reduces thelr wages or rons his
| plant on shorter hours The farmer
can only protect himself from exorhl
tant wauges by the purchase of costly
labwor-saving machinery

"The world moves forward and the
higher cost of living, the Increase In
vialue of farm lands and the higher |
pri es of agricaltural products will not
soct revert to old low standards The
farmer wlill not find cheap labor of
fered In the market except by Ineft

to arrange & marriage. Without flattery
| 1 may say that no girl was ever approach
el in & more delicate and honormble way
than she was by my son, Ezra. [, for my
part. brought all my Infuence to bear
upon her in order to induce her to meet |
his ndvances in a proper spirit In spite
of our efforts, she rejected him in the

| most decided way, and gave us to under

every now and again to glance down the |
dark avenue, or to listen IIH--[J.T}_\ fo Any
chance sound which might eatch her ear. |
In the course of her work she chanced
to look at the Priory The refectory

of it
there stood the three men looking out at
The Girdlestones were nodding their
hends, as though they pointing her
the third man, who stood between
He was looking at her with an
of interest Kate thought as
she returned his gaze that she had never
seen a more savage and brutal face. e
was flushed and laughing. while Ezra be-
side him appeared to be pale and anxious
They all, when they saw that she noticed
them, stepped precipitately back from the

the window

her,
wWelre
out to
them.

expression

window She had only a momentary
glance at them, and yet the three faces,
the strange, fierce red one, and the two

hard familiar pale ones which flanked it,

little boy.” lr- mained vividly impressed upon her mem
“Indead, you've hit it about the mis- | Ory
sus,” said the youth, in a boarse whisper, Girdlestone had been so pleased at the
nodding his head to emphasize his re- | early appearance of his two allies, and the
marks. “She’s got a bLeart as is big | prospect of settling the matter once for
envugh for three" | all, that he received them with a cordial-
Kate could not help smiling at the en- | ity which was forvign to his nature
thusissm with which the little fellow | “Always punctual, my dear son, and
spoke. | always to be relied upon,” he said. “Yon
“You seem fond of her,” she said are & model to our ogir, business men
“1'd be a bad "un il | wasn't. She took A= to you, Mr turt,” he continued, *I
me out of the work'us without character B I!.IH::IH‘:E NG JOU: R the l'r.-"l“}.
or nothing, and sie's a-educatin® of me - h as | s she ‘i‘." becessity which
Ehe sent me ‘ere with a message.” Ll ll.lr,”l'"'“ o ol " .
“What was it?" | ‘Talk it ove nfterwards said Kzra
“She said as how she had written in- | *'OTY Burt and 1 have bhad no lunch
Blefidd o electro-le ezraphing, ‘cause she ”]_ yel - -
had so ‘h to say she coulln’t fit it all I I am near "r'll"..l the ofney il
ot & telegraph.” e | e, throwing himself into a chair. FEzra
“1 thought that would be 30," Kate had been earcful to keep him from drink
skl - on the way down, and e was now sober,
or as nearly sober as a brain saturated
‘She wrote to Major—>Major—him as with lignor conld ever he
is a-follerin’ I-I. hier. She said as she had Girdlestone called for Mra. Jorrocks.
no doubt as he'd e down to day, and you who laid the cloth. Ezra '-I]il'll'.lf"'d to
A J ciously When the meal was finished
yo Fzra drew a chair up te the fire, and his
“No, nf Not at all,” Kate answered, | father did the same, after ordering the old
smiling agan “You can tell her that my | woman out of the room., and carefully
guardian bas been nuch kinder to-day. | clesing the door behind her
I am full of hope now (¢ive her my | “You have spoken to our friend here
warmest thanks for her kindness,” anbout the business? Girdlestone nasked,
“All miss. Say, that chap at the | podding his head in the direction of Burt

gote hasn't been giving yvou no cheek, has |
b him with the gaine i-'\-'-.‘"
“No, no, John.”

“1f he
“but 1

Jolin looked at her suspiciously,

basn't it's all right,” he said,

“Yeun, 1| made it all clear.”
“Five hundred pounds down, and a free
passage to Afriea,” said Burt,
“An like you

great colonies with

have

|E|J n
hun

energetlc man can

deal in the five

think as you're one of them as don’t com- | diwed pounds,” Girdlestone remarked
plain if yon can ‘elp it.,” He opened his “What I do with it is nothing to vou,
hund and showed a great jagged flint | gov'nor,” Burt remarked surlily. “1 does
which he carried. “1'd ha' knocked his | the job, you pays the money, and there's
other peeper out with this,” he said, | an end as far as you are concerned.”
“blowed if T wouldn't.” | "Quite 80,” the merchant said in a con

“Don't do anything of the sort, John, | ciliatory voice. “You are free to do what
Lut run home like a good little boy.™ | you like with the money.'

“All right, miss. Good-by to ye!” “Without axin' your leave,” growled

Kate watched him stroll down the lane, | Burt., [le was a man of such a turbulent
e pansed at the bottom as if irresolute, | and marrelsome disposition that he was
and then she was relieved to see him throw | always ready to go out of his way to make
the stone over into a turnip field, and | himself disagreeable
walk rapidly off in the opposite direction “The question is how it is to be done,’

to the Priory gntes,

CHAI'TER XX.

Late in the afternoon Ezra arrived at
the. Priory. From one of the passage
windows Kate saw him driving up the
pnyvenue in a high dogeart There wns a
Lroad-shouldered, red-bearded man sitting

beside him, and the ostler from the l',\ i||z

tull was perched behind, Kate had rush-

ed to the window on hearing the sound
of wheels, with some dim expectation that
her friends had come sooner than she
anticipated. A glance, however, showed
her that the hope was vain. From behind
8 curtain she watched them alight and

s~ame inta the house. while the trap wheel-

| interposed Fzra “You've got some plan
| in your head, | supposs™ he said to his
father ‘It"s high time the thing was
earried through, or we shall have to put

up the shutters in Fenchurch street.”
His father

rather

shivered at the very thought

*Anything than that,” he said

“It will precions soon come to that.'
“What's the matter with your lip? It
soma to be swollen.”

“1 had a turn with that fellow DDims-
dale,”” Ezra answered, putting his hand
np to his mouth to hide the disfigurement.
“He followed us to the station and we
lad to beat him off, but | think 1 left
my marks upon him.”

“He played some hokey-pokey business

| {1]

stand that it was hopeless to attempt
make her change her mgnd.”

“Someone else, maybe,” suggested Buart

“I'he man who put you on your back
at the station,” said Fzra

“Ha! I'll pay him for that,” the navvy
growled viciously

“A buman life, Mr. Burt,” continued

(iirdlestone, “is a sacred thing, but a hu
man life., when weighed against the exist-
ence of a great firm from which hundreds
derive their means of livelihood, Is a small
censideration indeed.  When the fate of
Miss Harston Is put against the fate of
the great commercial house of Girdle
stone, it is evident which must go to the
wall. Our house has for nearly forty
yvears been a bright spot in the darkness
If it should fall now it would be a stum
bling block and a scandal. You see, there
fore, that greater interests are at stake
than the mere dross of this world., Hav
ing seen that this sad pecessity might
arise. 1| hand made every arrangement some
time hefore This building s, as You
may have observed in your drive, situated
in a lonely and secluded part of the coun
It is walled round, too, in such a

iry
manner that any one residing here is
practically a prisoner. 1 removed the

ludy so suddenly that no one can possibly
know
n-.;.ran.f such reports as to her condition
that no one down bere would be surprised

to hear of her decense.”

“HKut there is hound to be an inguiry
Hew about a medical certifiente?’ asked
Fara :

“1 =hall insist upon a coroners in
quest,” his father answered

“An inquest! Are you mad?”

“When you have heard me [ think that
vou will eome to just the opposite conclu
HiOND I think that 1 hit upon =»
w heme which is really neat—neat in its
simplicity.” He rubbed his hands togeth
er. and showed his Tong yellow fangs in
hie enjoyment of hix own astuteness,

Burt and Ezra leaned forward to listen,

hinve

while the old man sank his voice to a
whisper.

“I'hey think that she is insane,’”” he
wa il

“\"\ g

“Ihere’'s a small door in the boundary
wall which leads out to the railway line."
“Well, what of that?"
“Suppose that door to be left
would it be an impossible thing for a
ciazy woman te slip out through it, and

open,

to be run over by the ten o'clock ex-
|-rv|n|u'-"'

“If she wonld only get in the way
of it

“Youn don't quite eatch my ldea yet,
Suppose that this express ran over the

| dead body of a woman, would there be

that she

anvthing te prove afterwards
wie dead, and not alive at the time of
the accident” Do you think that it wonld

ever oeenr to any one's mind that the ex
press had run over a dead body 7"
vour meaning,” said his son
thoughtfully. “Youn would settle her and
then put her there”

(To be continued.)

“1 see

A Specinl Brand,
Brown—I to thank you again
for that cigar youn gave me yesterday.,
I enjoved it immensely.

want

Green—1'm glad you liked it. By
the way, 1 have another of the same
brand If you eare to smoke,

Brown—No, thank you. [ didn't

smoke the other one. [ have a grudge
ngainst Jones, so I gave It to him.

He who ean move his ears ean usual
Iy make his halr stand on end.

| ly

where she has goue to, and 1 have |

clent employes

Agriculture Is  annually
more of a business proposition and the
sintdard of labor advanced the
farm. The farm laborer must under- |
standd modern agricultural machinery
and how to operate It to obtaln employ

bt ng

on

rwent Machinery 18 too expensive to
be frusted with Inexperienced opera
tors, and the man who can skillfully |

Laudle modern farm Implements s In
demand ou the farm at a wage scale
that will compare favorahly with
employes In Industrial enterprises
Farmers are now practical business |
men and the majority of them keep
books on farm operntions and know the
amount of thelr profit and loss annual
Farming as a profession s hecom
Ing more attractive and diversified and |
Inbor needs to be more skilled to meet

the

new conditions of agriculture. The In

ducements are potentinl for young men
to quallfy as farm laborers and the
fleld offers as brilllant prospects 1% |

any other profession The farmer s
not g0 much In quest of cheap Inbor .«
efMicient help and In willing to pay »
wnge sceale proportionate to the ability
nnd proficiency of the laborer ag an up
to-date farm hand —Godall's Farmer, |
(tarrying n Tronk In Bogey.

To earry a trunk or any bulks
thele In o n monll fenme
out of two pleces of one and one-half
fiseet

board nceross the ends as shown

nr
buggy, make a

hy two-Inch seantlings eight lowng

Nall o a

HOW TO CARRY THE

TRUNK.

In A of the acvompanying lustration
Place the free ends benenth the seat
and under the foot rest In front, letting
the frame extend behind the buggy. The
trunk or box, explalns Pralrle Farmer,
ean then be placed on the emnd of the
frame behind the seat of the buggy. It
should be tled on,

Frggs Variously Preserved,

Eggs are preserved In many other
ways besldes cold storage. Often the
preservative s effected by exeluding

the alr by coating, coverlng or lmmers
Ing the eggs, some material soln
tion belng used which may or may not
be a germielde,

An old domestic meth
od 18 to pack the eggs In onts, bran or
salt; another consista In ecovering the

eges with llme water, which may or
may not contaln salt, In Germany
sterilization Is effected by placing in

holling water from twelve to fifteen sec-

| KIven o falr test

onds. Bowmetimes they are treated to a

solutlom of alum or salleylle ackl. Oth
er wethods consist In varnishing with
a solution of permanganate of potash,
varnishing with collodion or shellne ]
packing In peat dust, preserving in
wood nshes, treating with a solution of
borle acld and water glass, varnlshing

with vaseline, preserving In Hhine wa
ter, preserving In oa solution of walter
Eluss The lust three wethods have

proved most successful,  Infertlle eggs
will keep much better than fertile egge
by any manner of preservation

New Farm Producis,

Alfalfan wan an unknown crop a few
I yenrs ago, Now It Is one of the most
rellable and profitable of Texas crops
It has not Iwen long sinee the onlon

wins produaced ouly In a few short rows

for fnmlly use.  Now the onlon crop s
one of Texas' hest advertisements, ‘The
efMort to radse for the market e
dicinal plants began with one enter

prising citlzen of Gravson County only

i few Yenrs ngo Now thin Hoe Is e
Ing taken up nnd will be enreled on for
all 1t Is waorth The It Isn growing
Onger ndd the prices of ecotton and
ther farm prodocts are better than
they nsed to be, and the man with the
how I8 growling more Independent Fhe
suginr beet Is now belng tested Corlin

rando holds first place In the production

ol beet sugnr In the Unlted States,
with 422 7302500 ponnde of sugar from
108000 200 neres, while Michigan and
Cnliforuin are closely watehed for see
ond  plaee, producing 1S 000,000 and
TR0 00 poutds,  respectively The
sugar et crop in this country lasg
venr hromght S4. 7400 (00

e present vear will be an lmpor
with the
tewts be

tunt season for

Foreet

experiments
Lt the
conditions
doabt
the soll
gqunlity

sugnr In Texns

minde under ns goidd N o

wille There 1s really no ns 1o

the results In loenlitles where
is of the "!’:!I’

Lands that praduce fine crops of beets

density and

variety or the “hlggest
are gquite #sure to

of the ordinary
turnips In the world™
hirenk n sougnr bewisn |IF

Newn

few records In

Ginlveston

ITmproved ( hicken ( oop.
Me dngram shows o conveulent way
to make n coop for the poultry yard,

| of which the spocin) feature Is (ts door

Prowure a box of the right dimensions
and maw a hole, 4, In one end,  “"hen
the with narrow strips
on each slde of the hole,

strengthen (T §

of wol, b o,

HINGELESS DOOR FOR A COOP
b e This acts an n groove for the
door, n, to slide In Thus you have a
sliding door, which opens and shuts
with the greatest ense The front of

the coop Is Inclossd with Inth, or mar

resw strips, placesd 2% to 3 TIRMTE

apart.  The top should be covers] with

t goiwd grade of roofing paper to mako
It wanterproof, A of this
long, 10 Incehies

UMD sOre

Feeet

deep amd not less than 20 luches high,

should be 2 to 20,

while 2 feet would bhe better,—Richo
Moneure, In Farm and Home
Farm MHinis,

e horse s man's best felend, there

fore he ls deserving of o friend's treats

mient

Ivn't forget that the barnvard ma-
nure {8 the best all-round fertillzer you
can obtaln,

Pusiure mnkes the cheapest hog feed
on the farm and clover makes the besi
hog pasture,

Don't let money act ns n padlock on
your heart amd shat In all the kindopess
and happiness,

The anlmal that has a full, bright
eye s apt to be healthy., And a molst
nose s another Indieatlon of health,

Talk over with housew | fe
ull the nndertakings of the farm, She
will havo some good adviece 1o offer,

the good

The burning of straw and stalks, ex.
et In wpecinl enses, 18 a4 wastefnl prace
tiee and has no place In JuMelous farm-
Ing.

Every farm should have a pair of
weales, It I8 the only way for the
farmer to know exactly where he

stunds In his buying and selling,

Farm machinery put In repaler befors
the husy season opens means money in
the pocket.  When It Is put away iIn
the fall la a better time for repalring.

The man who keeps his troubles to
himself Is better thought of than he
who burdens his nelghbors with them.
The neighbors have thelr own troublesy
to think about.

Little things on the farm amount to
as much in the end as they do In any
other business, yet the farmer as a rule
does not pay as much attentlon to des
talls ag does the city business man.




