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The Firm of
rdlestone

A. CONAN DOYLE

CHAPTER XVIl.—(Continued.)
This last appeal of Kate's was in an-
swer to an expression of incredulity and
doubt which had passed ov
was successful

she spoke and the look of anxiety and ter
» Lo genuine to be

The lady drew her rein so as

had befallen

mrdian’s anxiety

reasons which
& upoen her I €

i" “nnlui be

had occurred tl
guardian had

Scally's credality

imagination,
mind and in body

letting her friends |
had become of ler

friend to assist her by
lLondon know
and where slie was
with a face which expressed alternately

She switched her whip uj

young men do fool

circumsta nees

“Oh, I know

lnne in the direct
which she had come,
CHAI'TER XVIII
At four o'clock Mr. Girdlestone stepped
telegraph office and

“Case hopeless. Come on to-morrow with

On receipt of this he knew

by their agreement that his som would

come down. There was nothing for it
now but that his ward should die, 1f he
delayed longer the crash might come be-
fore her meney was ;|\=|I|;1|-5". and then
how vain all regrets would be,

It secemed to him that there was very

little risk in the matter I'he girl had
n with any one, Even
Mes, Jorrocks was in
wer dotage, Rebecea Tayliforth was stanch
and true, and Stevens knew nothing., Ev
ery one on the country side had heard of
the invalid young lady at the Priory. Who
would be surprised to hear that she had
pussed away? He dare eall in any
local medical man, but his inventive brain
had overcome the ditficulty, and had hit
upon a by he might defy
both doctors and coroner. If all went as
he had planned it, it was difficult to see
Rny of detection In the case of
A poorer the fuct that the girl's
money reverted to him might arouse suspi-
clon, but he rightly argued that with his
great reputation no one would ever dream
that such a consideration have
weight with him

Having
taken a final
at his
energy

had no communicat
of those around her

not

devive which

chance
man

could
telegram off and so
John Girdlestone felt
He was proud of his
decision, As he walked
Very aud g:‘u\-':_\ down the
village street his heart glowed within him

sent the
wiw AN
more ense
oW n and

pompously

at the thought of the long le which
he had 1ed agaiust misfortune, He
rassed over in his ind all the successive
wirTowings and spw itions and make
shifts and ruses which the firm had resort
&l to
Yet in spite of every danger and Jdiffi
cuity it st held up iIts head with the
best, and 1Ild weather the storm at Inst
He ol seonndly b . N "
sher Al it " who would have hiad
the dogged tenacity and the grim resolu
on which he had displayed « ing
ISt tTwelve nonths If « r Any on
should put it all in a book,” he said to
L mss “there are few who would believe |
t poesible |t 4 not |_.\ my own strengt}
that | have done it.”
When he was half way to the Priory
e met a small pony carriage wi i Was
rattling towards Bedsworth at a great
ace, driven by a g wid-looking middle nged
ady with a small page by her sid I he
nerchant encountered this &gulpages Iin A
narrow country lane without a footpath
aid as it a hesd m he ecould not
help obse g that vily wore an in
lignant and gloomy wk upon her fea
ires wi h x out of pin ir
Eener ller forehead was con
racted into a very decided frown, and her
ps were gathered into what might be de
seribed as a negative amile (sirdlestone
stood aside to let her pass, but the lady
y a sudden twitch of her right hand rein
; vl ¢ wheels across in so sudden a
manner that they were within an ace of
gzoing over his toes, [le only saved him
slf by =pringing back into a gap of the
wdge As it was, he found on looking
lown that his pearl-grey trousers were
overed with flakes of wet mud What
made the incident more perplexing was
| that the middle-aged lady and the
pRge ed very Tleartily as they rattled
way to the village. The merchant pro-
veded on his way marveling in his heart
t the aritableness and innate wick
edness of unregenerated hur iature
(Good Mrs. S y little dreamed of the
irgency of the case lind she seen the
' ,.‘:r_.ll-_._ hich John (Girdlestone had just
lispatche s conceivable that she
ght have read between the w yrds; and
v acting more prompt have prevented a
rrible or As n atter of fact, with
her sympathy the worthy woman had
en a4 iarge part IKate's story with
rFOVET Zr f 11
bie elible and
n this e¢nth el V s
erat i y o f 1 el 1T
r s 114 Christin England
' ] 1 in I abstract
# Ten lmit, b \ nd it very
ou ealize that i ! e
’ rizor f OWn  CXperi
L H e Mrs, N set no | Or
IR Kate's fears for her life, and
i I he ¢ itedd state of the
s Imagination Khe did consider it
\ 6 bie ery iniguitous and un
f ng that a voung girl should
O] p Al - rated from all the |
S 1 in such a very dreary piace of se
“ 1. e Priory This consideration
ATL jorthing more serious had set that
k of wrat pon ¥ plieasant face, and
ad irredd her to frustrate Girdle
stone and to imicate  with Kate's
Her intention had been to telegraph to
l.ondon. but as she drove to Bedaworth
Lethought her how impossible it would
be for her within the limits of a telegram

ty explain to her satisfaction all that she

vanted to express. A letter, she reflec ted,

vould. if posted now, reach the major by
first post on Saturday morning. It
A simply mean a few hours' delay In

f steps to relime Kate, and

e taking «

v hat diference could a few hours more or |
L make to the gir She determined
b srefore, that she would write to the ma
or, explaining all the circumstances and
0 i it to him what course of action
™ ‘_.|
Mr =1 vis well known at the post
Fiee and  the quick! accommodated
h t nisiten for correspond
Within a quarter of an hour she
| T tled, stamped and ’_a.-..',,.{
I Ing ¥
I 1ol Who do i think 1
(L ‘ il here No | 1
t Mi Iiar n who was
‘; i VA You used to talk
[ res iber indesd yon
i B ad r of hers You would
b 1 | if you saw her now, so thin
nnd w and pe Still her face is Very
eet and pretty, so | won't deny your
good taste—how could | after you have
] d your addresses to me?
“Her guardian has brought her down
here and has locked her up in a great
bleak house called the Priory. She has

no one to speak fo, and is not allowed to
write letters. Bhe seemed to be heart-

1lnulu«n becnuse none of her friends know

| hardly
[ she is far from well, and that it is enough
| ty drive her mad to coop her up like that,
| We must get her out somehow or another,

| You

erone refused her

where she is, and she fears that they may

Ilmagine that she has willingly deserted
them O vourse, by her friends she
means that «arly -headed Mr, DHmsdale

that you spoke of 'he poor girl is in

very low, nervous state, nnd told me over ’

the wall of the park that she feared her
guardian bhad designs on her life, | can

believe that, but 1 do think that

I suppose that her guardian is within his
rights, and that it is not a police matter.
must cousider what must be done,
and let young Dimsdale kuow if you think
best.  lle will want to come down to see
her, no doubt, and if Toby were to come,
too, | should not be sorry,

*1 should have telegraphed about it, bu
1 could not explain myself sufficiently, 1
assure you that the poor girl is in a very
bad way, and we can't energetic

e too

in what we do It was very sad to hear
the positive manner in which she declared
that her guardian would murder her,
though she did not attempt give any |
reason \\h)‘ be should commit such a ter

We

the gate who appeared to be on

o
rible horrid one-eyed
man nat
guard to prevent any one from coming out

Crime SAW A

or in. (n our way to Hedworth we met
no less a person than the great Mr. Gir-
Hestone himself, and we u-TlluI:_\ drove
| 80 clumsily that we splashed him all over
with mud Wasn't that a very sad and
inaccountable thing? 1 fancy 1 see Toby
ng over that Fver vours ’
“LAVINIA SCULLY."
he major ealls w oenb and  rattled
wav to Phillimore Gardens and thence
ta the office, without being able to find
¢ man of whom wns in search He
Lt ed down the Strand as guickly
« he could, Intending to eateh the next |
trnir il go alones, but on his way to
W T y station e fell in with Tom 'r
I siln . recorded in on preceding |
hanter |
I he letter was thunderbolt to Tom, !
| e his worst dreams he had never imag
| ined anvthing o dark as this He hur
rieel back to the station at such a pace
that the poor major was reduced to a |
most asthmotieal and wheezy condition
1 rotted along pluckily, however, and |
ax he went heard the account of Tom's |

wdventures in the morning, and of the de- |
parture of Ezra Girdlestone and of his
red-bearded companion I'he major's face
| grew more anxious #=till when he heard
I Tl ‘Pray heaven we may not be too |
ate . he panted I

CHAPTER XIX

When Kate had owmde a clean breast |

* all her troubles to the Widow S -1.'._\,L
and had secured that gowd woman's co-op- |
ratlion a #reat weirht seopws] to have

been lifted from her heart, and she sprang
the woman., It !
SO0 dream, these

from dilferent
would like n
dreary weeks in the grim old house, With- |
n a day sure that either Tom
o/ the major would find means of com-
municating with her. The thought made
hier happy that the color stole back |
nto her cheeks, and she sang for very
lightness of heart as she made her way
back to the Priory

Mre. Jorrocks and Hebecon observed the
hange which had come over her, and mar- |
veled at it. Kate attempted to aid the
former in her household work, but the old

sl &

he all

she was

ro

;a&iu'ﬂlu-r_ R‘_’I'i T"I"l’-“‘"l

her harshls Her maid, too, answered her
cvrtly when she addressed her, and eyed
her in anvthing but a friendly manner |

She amused herself that morning by
reckoning up in her mind what the se-
juence of events would be in London, and
how long it would be before she heard
from her friends If Mrs., Seully had
telegraphed, news wonld have reached
.-'-r:| «t night Probably she would
vrite A wie giving all the particuinrs
rhout het e post came in about nine
0 Cloek she thought I'hen some time
would elapee hefore the major could find
l'om After that, no doubt they would
have to consider what had best be done,
nd perhaps wonld go and consult with
. Drimscile That would occupy the
morning and part of the afterncon. They
could hardly reach the [riory before
nightfall

Ezra would he down by that time. OUn
the Saturday before he had arrived be-
tween five and six A great dread filled
her soul at the thought of meeting the

voung merchant again, It was merely the
natural instinet of a lady shrinking from
whatever is rongh and coarse and antag-

onistie, She had no conception of tha
impending danger, or of what his coming
might mean to her, {
; |

Mr. Girdlestone was more gracious (o

her than usual that morning at breakfast.
He seemed anxions to efface the rememe
and threatening words

brance of his fierce
walted

the day before Rebecea, who
apon them, wasx astonished to hear the
way in which he spoke. Hix whole man-
ner was less heavy and ungainly than
usual. for now that the time of action
was at hand he felt braced and invig-
orated. ag energetic men do.

“You should study botany while youn
are down here,'” he said, blandly. *De-

pend upon it, one cannot learn too many

things in one's youth, tesides a knowl-
edge of natural science tenches us the
mnrvelons s rmony which prevails
thronghout the universe, and so enlarges
our mind

I should ve much like to know some
thing of it answered Kate “My only

fear Is that I should not be clever enough

to learn i

“The wood here is full of wonders. Tha
tiniest mushroom 18 AR l-'-'l'nl-r'-hru\r_\' llr|!|
g« worthy of study as the largest oak.

Your father was fond of plants and ani-
mnls

“Yes, | ean remember that,” said Kate,
her growing snd ax her mind trav-
eled back to years gone by, What would
that same father have thought, she won-
dered. had he known how this man oppo-
glte to her had treated her? What did it
matter now though, when she would so
soon be out of his power?

(To be continued.)

face

Unnecesasnry,

*Yes," growled old Roxley, “Mabel's
fover Interviewed me last night, Stupld
fellow ; no sense at all”

“Ah!" exclulmed Ascum, “then _)'uu‘-

won't have him for a son-indlaw "

“17 What have 1 to do with 1t? The
Idea of his coming to ask me when the
girl and ber mother are satlsfied It
he hnd any sense he'd know that set
tled IL"—1"hillndelphia Press.

Refined Teorture,

“I4l, you just ought have heard
Bow Misa Capsicum talked the other day
when she was real mad. You don't know
what you missed.”

“What did whe say, Jen

“Graclous ! You don't expect me to say
the dreadful things she said, do you?"

1o

Entering a Demurrer,

“*Talk about the superiority of mind
over wmatter!” sald  the argumentative
boarder.  “It's just the other way It

| you want to be sure not to forget a thing

you don't trust it to your memory Yon
take a and a slip of paper anld
make a memorandidm of 1t

pencil

Forelgn and Domestle.
His Wife (reading) 1 see they had
a bread riot in Spalu recently

Her Husband - Yes: and we'll have
one at home soon If there so't an lm
provement In your biscults

Troothom onoe ane
il not kep

| Catarrh

In ‘a constitutional disease originating In
impure blood and requiring constitutional
treatment acting through and purifying the

[ blood for Its radical and permanent cure

The greatest constitutional remedy In

Hood’s Sarsaparilla

In usual liguid form or In chocolated
tablets known as Sarsatabs. 100 doses §1.
Nasal and other local forms of eatarrh
are relleved by Catarrlets, which allay in-
flammation and deodorize discharge, 0Ho,
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fITS

The colonies of Great Hritaln have
nearly 100 times more area than the
mother country France cighteen times
and Germany five times

B, Vitos' Dance and all Nervoos Digsanes
wrmansnt!ly cured by Dr. Kiine's Gress
erve Resiorer, Bond fur FLEE §2trial boltls and

ireatise, e, 1L 1L Kline, Lal, 031 Arch L, Vhlle, Pa

CURES

S.5.S, sk iskases

There is an evaporation from the body going on continually, day and

night, through the pores and glands of the skin

This 1s nature's way of

mwaintaiming the proper temperature of our svstems and preserving the solt-

ness and flexibility of the skin, and so long

ities no trouble will result. When

however.
becomes infected with humors and acids,

as the blood 18 free from impur-
the blood from any cause
these too must be expelled, and

coming in contact with the delicate fibres and tissues with which the skin is
8o abundantly supplied they produce irritation and inflammation, and the
effect is shown by Eczema, Acne, Tetter, and skin affections of varioas kinds,
These impurities and humors get into the blood through a deranged or
tnactive condition of the system ; the members whose duty it is to carry off
the waste and refuse matter of the body fail to properly perform their work,
and this impure, fermenting matter is left in the system to be absorbed by

the blood
system, but poisons from without,
such as Poison Oak, Poison Ivy,
Nettle Rash, etc., enter through the
open pores and glands, and so thor-
oughly do they become rooted in the
blood that they are ever present
or return at certain seasons of each
year to toruient the sufferer. Salves,
washes, lotions, ete., cannot cure skin
diseases. True, such treatment re

| lieves some of the itching and dis
| comfort, and aids in keeping the skin

clean, but it does nst reach the real
cause, and at best can be only palli-
ating and soothing A thorough

cleansing of the blood is the only certain cure for skin diseases. 8. 8. §

The skin 1s not only affected by poisons generatgd within the

I have used your 8. 8. 8, spring and fall,
for the past two years, with the result that it
entirely relieved me of a form of Eciema
which my doctor was unable to cure. My
arms, lower limbe, and, in fact, the biggest
portion of my whole body was affected, and
when | first began 5. §. 5. the itching, etc.,
was worse, but | continued the remedy with
the result that the dry, itching eruption sn-
tirely disappeared I think & great deal of
your medicine, and have recommaended it o
others with good results. 1t s the best blood
medicine made, and | can conscientiously
recommend it for the cure of all blood and
skin affections CHAS. HORSTMAN

Wheeling, W. Va.

a gentle acting, safe blood purifier, made entirely of vegetable ingredients

of the forest and field, is the proper treatmebt

5. 5. 8. goes down into the

circulation, and neutralizes the acids and humors, thoronghly leansing and

purifying the blood, and curing skin affections of every kind

It supplies

to tkhe blood the fresh, nutritive qualities necessary to sustain the skin and

all other parts of the body, and rids the blood of any and all poisons

9. 8.8,

cures Eczema, Tetter, Acne, Salt Rheum, Poison Oak and v y, Nettle Rash,

and all other skin troubles, and cures them permanently

trace of the cause from the blood
medical advice desired furnish

by removing every

Special book on Skin Diseases and any
il free to all who write

THE SWIFT SPECIFIC 0,

ATLANTA, GA.

Teeth With or
Without Plates

$5.00,

W. A.WISE

1 Failing Bldg., Third and Washington Sts.
|

BA. M. to 8P. M.; Sundays 9 to 12.
Both Phones, A and Main 2029,

Out-of-Town People

We can do your entire Crown,
Plate

day, if necessary,

Bridge and Work in a

!'u.‘ﬂiﬂl']_‘u’

Painless Extracting Free when
Plates or Bridges are ordered.
Sensitive Teeth and Roots re-
moved without the least pain,
Ten chairs.
entific and careful work.

20 Years in Portland |

Only the most sci-

And Associates
Painless Dentists

Painless Extraction 50¢; Plates,

SHOES AT ALL
MEMBER OF THE FAMILY,

MEN, BOYS, WOMEN, MISSES AND CHILDREN.
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W.L. Douglas $4 and $5 Gilt Edge Shoas Cannot Be Equalled At Any Price

IIFTON. W, L. Doging name and pries (8 stampad on bottom.

- CA

PRICES, FOR tvtqv@

Toke No Sabhstitute,

Bold by the hest ahoe dealers ey hers.  Khoea from faete
wated latalog tres o any sddross " W DOV AR e ton i aaa™




