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continued the senior
on his thin lips,
Suppose,
at this time, when the
depressed condition, to
invest several thousand pounds In them.

CHAPTER V.-
“Now supposing,”
partner, with a smile
‘that such a report got about.
too, that we were
market was o a
of an alleged dlscovery
irely unfounded, of
stones which we

If these rumors
turned out to be ent
ourse the value of the

held would go up once more, and we
might very well sell out for double or
treble the sum that we invested. Don't
you eee the sequence of events?”

“There seems to me to be rather too
auch of the suppose in it,” remarked Ezr |
“"How do we know that such rumors will
get about; and if they do, how do we
Enow that they will prove t b 10
founded 7

“How are we to know?" the merchant
ried, wriggling his long lank body with
amusement. “Why, my lad, If we spread
the rumor ourselves we shall have prect
gcod reason to believe that they are un-

Ha! ha! You see

in the old man

founded. Eh, Fzra!

there are some

yet.”
Ezra

brains
his father in consid-
erable surprise and some admiration
“Why," he exclaimed, “it's dishonest. I'm

not sure that it's not actionable.”
“Dishonest! Pooh!™ The merchant
snapped his fingers. “It's finesse, my boy.
commercial finesse. Who's to trace it,
I should like to know. [ haven't worked
out all the details—I want your
eration that—but here's a ough
sketch of my plan. We send a man we
can depend upon to some distant part+
of the world, Chimborazo, for examples,
or the Ural Mountains. It doesn't mat-
ter where, as long as it Is out of the
way. OUn arriving at this place our agent
starts a report that he has discovered a
diamond mine. We should even go 11'.--;I
length, if he considers It necessary, of
hiding a few rough stones in the earth,
which he can dig up to give color to his |
story. Of course the local press would |
be full of this. He might present one
of the diamonds to the editor of the near
paper. In course of time a pretry
colored description of the new diamond
fields would find its way to London and |
thence to the Cape. I'll answer for it |
hat the Immediate effect is a great drop i
We should have a |

ice of stones
nt at the Cape diamond felds, |
i ur money out by bhay-
ould while the
riginal scare hs
mistake, the price
once more, and we get a
long figure for all that we hold. That's
what I mean by ‘making a corner In dla-
monds." There is no room in it for any
minscaleulation.” .

“It mounds very nlee,” his son remark-
ed, thoughtfully, “I'm not so sure aoout
its working, though.”

“It must work As far as human
calculation can go there is no poasibiliiy
of failure. my boy, ne
sight of the fact that we shall be
lating with
ourselves have
nothing."

“l am not likely
eald Ezra angrily,
to his grievance. -

“I reckon that we can ralse from forts
to fifty thousand pounds without much |
difficulty. My name s, as you know, |
as good as that of any firm in the city, |
For nearly forty years It has been above
atain or suspicion. [f we earry on our
plans at once, and lay this money out
judiciously, all may come right.”

“It's Hobson's cholee,” the young man
remarked. “We must try some bold
stroke of the sort. Have you chosen the
right sort of men for agents? You should
have men of some standing to set such
reports going. They would have more
welght then.”

John Girdlestone shook his head de-
epondingly. “How am I to get a man of
any standing to do such a plece of bus!-
ness?" he said,

“Nothing easier,” answered Para with
a cynlcal laugh. I plek out a
score of lmpecunlous fellows from the
clubs who would be only too glad to earn
a hundred or two in any way you can
mention. [ shall go myself to the dia-
mond fields, As to our other agent, |
have the very man, Major Toblas Clutter- ‘
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absolutely

his mind coming buck

could

buck. He is a shrewd, clever fellow, and
he's always hard up. His social rank
would bg a great Lelp to qur lan Irn
answer for hls Jumplng at ¢ r

“Sound him on the lubjoct, t.heu."

“I will.”

“l am glad,"” said the old merchant,
“that you and I have had this conversa-
tion, Ezra. The fact of my having specu-
lated without your knowledge, and de
ceived you by a false ledger, has often
welghed heavlly upon my consclence, | as-
sure you. It s a relief to me to have
told you all.”

“Drop the subject, then,” BPzra maid,
curtly. “I must put up with It, for [
have no redress. The thing ls done and
mnothing can undo It, but I consider that
you bave wlillfully wasted the money.”

“Belleve ma, [ have tried to act for the

| L.et me see.

|
|
to lose sight of ir,” [ -'

| boon,

| stern

nest. 1Me good name of our Arm Is ev
arything to me. 1 have spent my whole
life In bullding It up, and If the day
should come when it must go, I trust
that I may have gone myself. There is
nothipg which 1 would not do to pre-
serve It.”

“l see they want our premiums,” Fara
sald, glancing at the open letter upon the
table. “How is It that none of thoss
ships go down? That would glve us help.”

“Hush ! hush !" John Girdlestone cried,
loploringly. “Speak In a whisper whea
you talk of such things."

“l ean't understand you," sald Eara,
petulantly. “You persistently over-ingure
your ships, year after year. Look at the
leopard; It Is put at more than twice
what she was worth as new. And the
Rlack Eagle, | dare say, la about the
same. Yet you never have an accident
with them, while your two new uninsured
clippers run each other down.”

“Well, what more can [ do? replied
the merchant. *“They are thoroughly rot-
ten. | have done nothing for them for
years. Sooner or later they must go. [
cannot do any more.”

“I'd make 'em go down gquick enough,”
muttered Egra with an cath. “Why don't
you make old Miggs bore a hole In them,
or put a light to a barrel of paraffin?
The thing's done every day. What's the
use of being milk-and-watery about ft?

“No, no, Ezra!" erled his father. *“Not
that, not that. It's one thing letting
matters rnke- thelr course, and it is an-

iving positive orders to seut
lh-ulﬂ. it would put us in
It would be too danger-

thing g
tle a ship.
Miggs' power.

nl!!p

| ous.”

with a
mess and

Ezra
to the

“I"lease yourself," sald
sneer, “You've got us I
you must take us out again, If the worst
comes to the worst 1'll tell you what 1'1]
do. I'll marry Kate Harston, wash my
hands of the firm, leave you to settie mat-
ters with the creditors, and retire with
the forty thousand pounds,” with which
threat the junior partner took up his hat
and swaggered out of the office.

After his departure John Girdlestone
spent an hour in anxlous thought, arrang-
ing the detalls of the scheme which he
had just submitted to his son. As he sat
his eye chanced to fall upon the two ler-
ters lying on his desk, and it struck him
that they had better be attended to. It
did not sult his plans to fall back upon
his credit just yet. It has been already
shown that he was a man of ready re
source. [le rang the bell and summoned
his senlor clerk,

“Good morning, John,”
bly.

“(3ood morning, Mr. Girdlestone, good
morning, sir,” sald wizened little John
Gllray, rubbing his thin yellow handa to-
gether, as a sign of his gratification.

“1 hear, John, that you have come into

he sald affa-

a legacy lately,” Mr. Girdlestone said.
“Yes, sir. Fifteen hundred pounds,
sir.”

“What have you done with the money,
John "

“Banked it,
politan.”

“In the

sir, In the United Metro-

United Metropolitan, John?
Their present rate of inter-

est is four and a half?”

“Four, sir,” said John.

“Four! Dear me, John, that ls poor
ntehest, very poor indeed. It is most |

thesa

drawing

fortunate that [ made
wias on the point of
hundred pounds from one of my
spondents as a temporary convenlence.
For this I should pay him five per cent.
[ have no objection, John, as you are an
old servant of the to giving you tha
preference in this matter. [ cannot take
more than fourteen hundred—but I shall
happy to accommodate you up to that
sum at the rate named."
John Gilray was overwhelmed by this
thoughtful and considerate act. *“It s
really generous and kind, sir,” he
sald. *I don't know how to thank you.”
“Don’t mention it, John,” the senior
partner said grandly. ““The firm Is always

fourteen
cCorre-

frm,

too

| glad to advance the interests of its em-

ployes in any reasonable manner., Have
ou your check book with you? Fill it
up for fourteen hundred. No more, John,

| I cannot oblige you by taking any more.”

John Girdlestone's private resldence in
Eccleston square was a large and sub-
stantial house in a distriet which the
wave of fashion had passed over In its
wesgtwrrd course, The building was starn
and hard, and massive In its extnrpal ap-
pearance, but the interior was luxury it
self, for the old merchant had a due ap-
preciation of the good things of this
world Indeed there was an orieutal
and almost barbarous splendor 1bout the
great rooms, where the richest furniture
war Interspersed with skins from the Ga-
hand-worked ivory from Old Cala-
bar, and the tliousand other strangs val-
uables which were presented by his agents
ta the African trader,

After the death of his friend, Girdls
stone had been as good as his word. Hoe
had taken Kate Harston away from the
desolate house at Fulham and brought her
to live with him. From the garrets of
that palatial edifice to the cellars she was
at liberty to roam where she would, and
do what she chose. No cares or responsi-
bilities were Imposed upon her. The do-
mestic affairs were superintended by a
housekeeper, who arranged every
detail of housekeeping. The young girl
had apparently only to exist aud to be
bappy. -
uf.u Girdlestone had been by no means
overjoyed upon the return of the IMms-

les from Edinburgh to learn that his
ward had been thrown Into the company
of her young cousin. [e received her
coldly, and forbade her to visit Phillimore
Gardens for some time to come. He even
took the precaution of telling off a confi-
dential footman to walk behind her on
all occaslons, and to act either as an es-
cort or as a sentry.

It chanced, however, that one day, a
few weeks after her return, Kate found
an opportunity of recovering her freedom.
The footman had been dispatched upon
some other duty. 8o she bethought her.
wif that a book was to be bought, and

imquiries. I |

some lace to be matched, and several othe
er tmportant feminine duties to be ful
filled. It happened, however, that as sho
walked sedately Jdown Warwick streot
her eyes fell upon a very tall and squars-
shouldered young man, whe was lounging
in her direction, tapping his stick Hstless.
ly agalnst the rallings, as Is the habit
of idle men. At this Kate forgot incon-
tinently all about the book aund the lace,
while the tall youth ceased to tap tho
railings, and came striding towards her
with long springy fuotatvpl and a smiling
face,

“Why, Cousin Tom, who would havs
thought of meeting you here?” sha ex-
claimed, when the first greetings had been
exchanged. “It Ils a most surprising
thing.” It Is possible that the incident
would not have struck her as so very as
tonishing after all, had she known that
Tom had spent six hours a day for the
last fortnight in blockading the entrances
to Eeccleston square.

“Most resmarkable!" mald the young
hypoerite, “You see | haven't anything
to do yet, so I walk about London a good
deal, It was a lucky chance that sent
me in this direction.”

“And how is the doctor? Kate asked
eagerly. “And Mrs. Dimsdale, how |s
she? You must give my love to them
both.™

“How is It that you have never been
to see us?™ Tom asked reproachfully.

“Mr. Girdlestone thinks that I have
been too idle lately, and that 1 should
stay at home, [ am afraid It will be

some little time before 1 can steal away
to Kensington."”
Tom consigned her guardian under hls

breath to & region warmer even than the

Celery Salad,
Cut crlsp celery into small pleces,
add to It a little grated onlon and two

Lard-bolled eggs chopped flne; beat
well and stir In one-half cup of créam,
a teaspoonful of salt, three teaspoon-
fuls of sugar, half a teaspoonful of
mustard made smooth In a little water.
Meolt half a cup of butter In one cup of
vinegar, add the other Ingredients,
and stir over the fire In a double boller
untll It becomes creamy. Whip the
whites of the eggs and pour gradually
Into the dressing, and when ready to
serve pour over the celery, which has
been kept erisp and cold. This dress-
Ing Is alse very good for cabbage or
olain lettuce,

Hread,

Chop a tablespoonful of shortening
Into a quart of flour, wet with a quart
of warm water, add a tablespoonful of
sugar and a half yeast cake, dissolved
In a glll of lukewarm water, Bent
steadlly for ten minutes, then cover
and set aslde In a warm room over
night. In the morning work In two
quarts of salted flour and knead for 0f

scene of that gentleman's commercial

speculations. “Which way are you go- [teen minutes, Return the dough to

iug?" he asked the mixing bowl and set to rise untll
“l was going to Victorla street to twice Its original size. PPut the dough

change my book, and then to Ford Lon a floured board and knead ngaln for

sireetl,

“What a strange thing !" the young man
exclaimed, * was golng in that direction |
too.” It seemed the more strange as ha
was walking In the opposite direction
when she met him. Neither seemed in-
clined to make any comment upon the
fact.

As they walked on, threading thelr way
among the vehicles, Tom took his com-
panion’s hand in his, and they exchanged
one firm grip, which each felt to be of the
pature of a pledge. How sunny and
bright the dull brick-lined streets seamed
to those two young people that after-
noon. They were both looking Into a
future which s¢emed to be one long vista
of happiness. 8o light-hearted were these
two lovers that it was not until they
found themselves in Warwick street once
more that they came down from the
clouds, and realized that there were somse
commonplace details which must be dealt
with in one way or another.

“Of course, | may tell my own peopls,
dearest, about our engagement?’ Tom
waid,

“I wonder what your mother will say?*
answered Kate laughing merrily. *“Bhe
will be awtully astonished.”

“How about Girdlestone?” asked Tom.

The thought of the guardian had never
occurred to either of them before. They
at Hrﬁ‘ at each other and Kate's face aw
umed such an expression of dismay that
hvr companion burst out laughing

“Don't be frightensd, darling,"
“I{ you like |
in his den. There s no time like the pres
ent.”

“No, no, dear Tom,"”
“You must not do that.”

she cried eagerly.
It was Impossi-

ble for her to tell him how especially
(iirdlestone had cautloned her against
him, but she felt that it would never do

to allow the “two to meet. “We must
coneeal our engagement from Mr. Girdle
stona."”

“Coneeal our engagement "

“Yes, Tom. He has warned me &9
often against anything of the sort, that
really I don't know what he would do
if he knew about it. He would certain-
ly make it very uncomfortable for me to
live with hin. Remember I am nearly
twenty now, so In a littla more than a
year I &hall be entirely free. That ls not
very long." }

“l don’t know about that,” Tom said,
doubtfully. “However, if youn will
more comfortable, of course, that setties
the question. It seems rather hard, though,
that we should have to conceal it, simply |
in order to pacify this old bear.”

“It's only for a time, Tom; and you

may tell themn at home by all means. Now, !
see you from|

good-by, dear, they will
the windows if you come nearer.” -
“Good-by, my darling.” They shook
hands and parted, he hurrying away with
the glad tidings to Phillimore OGardens,
she tripping back to her captivity with
the lightest heart that she had felt for a
weary time. Passers-by glanced back at
the bright little face under the bright lit-
tla bonnet, and Ezra Glirdlestone looking
down at her from the drawing room win-
dow, bethought him that If the diamond
speculation should fall it would be ne
bhardship to turn to his father's ward.
(To be continued.)
Charge It In the BilL
“Doctor,” sald a shrewd-ooking mar
“how many feet of gas does It take to
kill a man?"
“That's a
the doctor.
know?”
“Ore of the guests In my hotel used
enough of it to kill himself, and I wans
to send In a proper blll to his execu
tors.”—London Tit-Blts.

queer question,” replied

Hindoo Women Smuggled In.

One hundred Hindoo laborers In thy
frontler towns of British Columbia
have been dlscovered to be women
Adressed In men's clothing. They are
expert woodcutters and the timekeep
ers say that the women are more paing
taking and (ndustrious than thelr hus
banda

he sald i
"1 go In and beard the lion

“Why do you wish to)

ten minutes, form Into loaves, kneading
each of these, and set to rise In pans
until light, then bake.

Plilncapple Shorteake.
For the cake make rich but soft
paste ;
one-half Into a buttered ple plate;
spread lberally with butter, and place
the other half of the paste on top.
Bake In a gqulck oven. Beveral hours
before serving take a ripe, finely flav-
ored plneapple, peel and shave It In
thin sllces. Sprinkle with sugar and
the julce of one or two lemons, then
cover it closely. When It Is time to
serve the shorteake, split the cake o
half; spread the prepared plneapple

between the layers and on top of the
cake, and serve with sweetened whip-
ped cream.

Vanilla DHiane Mange,

Boll a pint of milk with a heaping
tablespoonful of sugar. When bolling
il!:lvkvu with two even tablespoonfuls of
corn starch dissolved In cold water.
Stir continuously. When thick remove
i from stove and beat In ten drops of
I Have ready slx after-dinner

vanllia.

coffee cups, rinsed out with cool water,
'In the bottom of each put three pre
served strawherries dried of
julee. To the blane mange add aix
crumbled macaroons and pour Into the
cups to form.
serve,

Keeping Brollers (lean,

Almost every one who brolls steak In
a gns oven has experienced no small
amount of trouble in keeping the broll-
er spotless and shiny. An easy way
out of this !s to place the steak on the
broller, and Instead of leaving the pan
underneath dry, place cold water In It
to the depth of two Inches. The fat
drops Into the water and s purified,
and may then be skimmed off and used.
By this method the pan I8 never al-
{lowed to dry and burn, and the oven
is kept free from grease,

Watered Milk,

|rma-dlv If the needle Is bright and well
polished,

Dip the needle Into the milk and
‘quickly withdraw It In an upright po-
sitlon. According to Buburban Life,
If the milk contains only a small quan-
tity of water this will prevent even a
Arop of mllk adhering to the needle,

Take two pounds of round steak and
Ealf a pound of suet, both chopped fine,
Add two eggs, one cup of bread ecrumba

one small onlon chopped fine, one-half

cup of sweet mllk, three teaspoonfuls

of salt and one-fourth teaspoonful of

pepper. Mix all together and uhapo

Into a loaf. Bake In a moderate oven

an hour or more, basting frequently,
Baked Renns,

One quart of beans washed over
night, one pound of pork, three spoop- !
fuls of molnsses. Cut the pork In llttle
pleces, put In deep pot or pan, roast
brown llke pot roast, then put In the
beans, the molasses, pepper and salt
'and enough water to cover the heun.
well, Let It cook for four hours, ad-'
Aing water at Intervals,

Cleaning Peanpots,

If a bean pot s hard to clean, put &
little ashes in the bottom, fill with
water, set In the oven and In a few
hours the pot wlll wash easlly,

Cover Fryilng Eggs.

If a cover Is placed over eggs when
frying they will not stick or need any
lturnlns

divide Into equal parts; press

thelr | oatural

When cold turn out and |

A elmple and effective test to deter- |
be , mine whether water ls present In milk |
may be made with an ordinary knlltlng|

that have been softened In cold water, |
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Morrison
l'l—- Mention This Paper.

Thers In every possibility that the wald
era of the Parle cafes will shortly go on
strike again In support of thelr cherlsbed
right to wear mustaches,

Mo hers will ind Mrs. Winslow's Boothing
”rn£ the beat remedy Lo use tor thelr childres
AQuribg the u.thln' poriod,

The mioeral water produce of the
United Btates during 1986 was 450618,
305 gallons, valued at §1LAOTEN00-—a very
ronsiderable Increase over the previom
year. Thess figures contemplate only the

mineral waters taken from
springs having some medicinal qualitiea

[ m Vitus' Dance and all Mervoas Dissases
arve

rmanantly cured by Dr. Kline's Gread
l-lu'.l' Hand fur FREE §2trial bottle and
treatise. Dr, B 1L Killae, Ld., 881 Arch B, Phlls, s

As to Yipsley,

Mrs. Chugwater—Josinh, this paper
Bays & man named Birkman has sued the
city as Jared Yipsley's pext friend. What
does that mean?

Mr. Chugwater—Huh ! It doesn't mean
anything In this case, No man alive ever
veally got next to old Yipsley.

Deafness Cannot Be Cured

by loeal applieations, as they eannot reach the
dlseased portion of the esr, % hers i only one
way to eure deafness, and that is by eonstitn.
tlonal remedies, Deafness is r'lllll'" by an in.
flamed condition of the mueous lining of the
Eustachian Tube, When this tube is Inflamed
ou have a rumbling sound or imperfoet hear
ng, and when {t Is entirely elosed, Doafness is
the result, and unless the [nflammation can be
taken out and this tube restored to {ts normal
condition, hearing will be desiroyed forever;
nine cases out of ten are caused by Catarrh
which s nothing but an luflamed condition ol
the murous surfaces,
We will give One Hundred Dollars for any
easo of Deafness (caused by eatarrh) that can-
not be cured by Hall's Catarrh Cure. Bend for

clreulars, I'r-’c
F. J. CHFNEY & CO., Toledo, O,
Bold by Druggists, 750, - nt-o
Take Hall's Fyll'nlly Pills for constipation,

Rome, under Augustus, had a fire brig-
ade and force of night police, numbering
in all 7,000 men.

Does Your
Heart Beat

Yes. 100,000 times each day.
Does it send out good blood
or bad blood ? You know, for
good blood is good health ;
bad blood, bad health, And
you know precisely what to
take for bad blood — Ayer’s
Sarsaparilla. Doctors have
endorsed it for 60 years,

Irm{nmt canse of ha
Hyer, This produces enm!'alp!ﬂmhl.'.hm“

subatances are then absorbed

Instead of balng removed fmm":;: m .:I::?,:
A4 natwrs intended. Koop the lmmlz
with Ayer's Pills, liver pills, Al u.n-bh.
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