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CHAPTER 1
The approach to the offices of Girdle
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stone & Uo. was not a very dignifiad one
A narrow doorway opens a lona
white-washed passage (m
this is 4 brass plate wit Y
“Girdlestone & Co., African ts
and abovy ] M4 ro hi s
posad to r - 4 Ta1 ] in ti
act of pol R I ving guidane
._vf t <« m t A i firds win
lr".' i = L ] o surrounds
by doors f w LI
of the fir M ppenrs 2
tern, w A . el b
neath it If he follows this lacor inwvi
ation he will maks 8 W
low apartinent, vhiceh “
house of the Africa: -

On the aftermoon of w "
things were quiet at the offices

London light i ro
glazed windows and rk s
the corners (n rch
background a weary-fa fer
with muttering s and ta .
cast up endless lines of

him, in
apy desks, half a score of
peared to be riding furic
neck, in the race of life. ;
a London office might have 1=

fr

ont of two

luced
their relentless energy and iocorruptible
diligence that the

of some member of

(ron

The member in"q leaned againet
the marble manteipiece, turning over ths
pages of an almanac, and taking from
time to time a stealthy peep over the tm
of it at the toilers around him (Com-
mand was imprinted Y Ory f his
strong, square=+t face and erect, pow
erful frame. 1 Ve 8O hing clas«
ical in the regular ve-tinred features
and black, crisp, curling hair fitting tight
Is to the well-rounded head. Yet, though
classical, there was an absence of spirit-
uality It was rather the profile of on
of those Roman emperors, splendid in jrs
animal strength, but lacking those subt's
softnesses of eye and mou wonich speak
of an inner life. Such was Ezra, the
only child of John G.rdlestoae, and the

the husiness
silent, and the
Their

the sharp sound

beir to whole of his vast
The junior
clerks

fears were terminats

partner was
working
i by

were uneasily.
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of a table-gong and the appearance of
a boy with the announcement that Mr
Girdlestone would like a m t's conver-
sation w Mr. Ezra.

The sanctum of Mr. John Girdlestone
was approached by two doors, one of oak
with groundless panels, and the other
coverad with green baize. The room itself
was small, but lofty, and the walls were |

orpamented by numerous sections of ships |

stuck upon long flat boards, very much |
as the remains of fossil fish are exhibited

in museums. There were also weveral pho-
tographs of yus vessels helonging

the v

['\‘nm been very slack of late, It In net

upon this matter that 1 want«d to speak

to you,"” (rdlestone continnad “[t has«
owever, always enomy practice to pre
er maltters of busi to private aff -
however pressing John Harston ia said
to be dying, and he has nt a4 message to
ne saying that | Wishes (0 soe
1t is lnconvenient f to leave th
Si4 T just now, buat | ' that It « m
hrstian duty to ovey = P 4 SUOmon 4
I wish you, therefor to look witer things
| until | return
I can hardly believe that toe news
true,” Eara said, in astonishmoent Mo
sust be so istake, Why, | spoke to
him on "Change last Monday
“It is wvery suadden,” his father an
swered, taking his  broad-bormmed hat
from a peg “Thery s no doubt aboat
the fact, however e doctor says that
there is very little hope that ke will sar
vive until evenin It is a case of malle
nant typhoid .
“You ars ld friends? Ezra e
marked, looking thoughtfully at his fatk
‘T have known him since we were boys

together.” the other replied 1 our moth
er, Ezm, ded upon the very day that
Harston's wife gave birth to this daugh
ter of his seventeen vears ago Mr
Ilarston only survived a fow lays "
“How will th noney go if the doctors
are righ Ezra asked keeuly
“Fvery penny to the girl”
bmnt answepred She w
I'h are no other relative Y
f, except the Dimsdales, and they have a
fair fortune of their own. But 1 must
Afr.ean merchant 1!led a hansorm
ove ot to his friend's bhouse at

e and [larston had been char
hool f.._-.u together, had roughed it
r, risen together, and

r. H

atten

Arsimony, nNa«

arston, by incessant

»

an export trading
he had foll

nd.  There

waid the oy

ample was no fear
of their into col

interests

ever

coming
lision, as his operations were confined to
the Mediterranean The firm grew an

Harston began to be look
man in the Uity elr
was Ka‘e, a girl of
ofner near

Prospeer-

prospered, until

o~ upon as A wa

His

Caig

o1 :_\'
town There
relatives, save [ir
wus West End ph

Girdlestone

wele o
Dimsdale, a
an,
Open
he gravel
his friend’s housa, A

L 1]

Y8l

the iron gate
and walk

led to bright
mer sun shining out of a clondless heaven
he green lawn and the

pus:

strodde down the which

-

many-co!

ower beds In its golden hight The
ar, leaves, the birds, all spoke of life
It was hard to think that death was

closing its grip upon him who owned them
rl A black
wWas j;l"i‘ -h-.-.r—bu-!ing the steps.
“Wel merchant
“how is
“You's

ne him )

little gentleman in

plamp

asked,

the

yvour patiemt?"

']vl"u:l',"

e not

the doctor

asked,
curiomity at the
overhanging eysbrows of
: “It is a most virulent case
of typhoid He may die in an hour or
live until nightfall, but nothing
«save him. He will hardly recogniz>
you, | fear, and you can do him no good
It is most and youn are incur-
ring a needlesg danger. [ should strong-
ly recommend you not to go.”
“Why, just

ve you?"

th

LT

gland ) W SOme
i
i

ne may

CAn

n"m-‘ (M8,

only down
If, doctor,” John Girdle

you ve

vme

“Ah, I'm there in the way of duty.’
“So am L,"” said the decisively,
and passing up the stone steps of the en
trance strode into the There was a
large sitting room upon the ground floor,

visitow

hall.

among the various London institutiens
for educating the poor. Wa were both
pour boys ourselves, John, and we know

| the value of such schools.”

Girdlestone looked perbaps a trifie dis
The slck man went on very
slowly and painfully :

“My daughter will have forty thousam!

\ppodnted

| pounds But it is so tied up that she
i nelther touch it herself nor enable
il e else to do 0 until she w of Rgv
She has no friends, John, w'nd no rela
ions, save only my cousin, 1'r. George
i | Nover was a girl teft more

onely and unprotectad. ‘Take her, 1 bog

of you, and bring her up unler your
own ey, Treat her as thougn she wers
vour chill,  Guprd her above all from
hose who would wreck her young life ‘o

order to share her fortune. 1o this, old
friend, and make me happy on my death-

bl

I'he merchant made no: answer s
| heavy eyebrows were drawn down, and
his forehead all puckers] with thought.

;.r.-d-l-.-r.-‘, I

“You are the one man,™ continued the
sufferer, “whom | know to te just and up-
r.ght. Give me water, for my mouth
is dry Should my dear girl perish be

fore she marries, then, old friena, her for

b
the

» reverts to you, for there 's Jone who

will use it so wel Those are the terms
f the will, But you will guard her and
care for her, as 1 would mywself She s
a tender plant, John, too weak to grow
alone Promise me that you will do right
by her —prom se "

“1 do promise it.” John G'rdlestone an
swered in a deep vole He was standing
ip ndw, and leaning over to catch the
worda of the dyving man

e sick man's head fell back exhaust
ed upon his pillow “Thaok heaven.”
he muttered, “now | can die in peace”

“Turn your mind away from the van
es and dross of this world,” John Girdle
stone said sternly, “and fix it vpon that

| which ls eternal, and can never die.”™

“Are you going?' the luvalid asked
sadly, for he had taken up his and stick

“Yea, | must go! | have aa appo.nt
ment in the city at six, which i must not

| miss. 1 shall send up the nusse as | g¢
| down,” Girdlestone said. *“Good-bye!”

come with the imention of |

| came in mort o' eautious,”
| tinued, *

“Good-by ! Heaven bless you, John."

The firm, strong hand of the hale man
enclosed for a moment the feable burning
of the mufferer. Then John irdle-
stone plodded heavily down the stair, and
these friends of forty years' standing bad
sald their last adieu

The African merchant kept his appoint
ment in the city, but long before he reach-
ed it John Harston had gone also to
keep that last appointment of
which the messenger is death.

one

terrible

CHAPTER 11

“Come In.” sald Mr. Girdlesione, “Why,
captain, | am glad to see you back safs
and well.”

‘(Glad to see ve, sir—glad to see yo."

The voice was thick and husky,
there was an indecision about his galt as
though he had been drinking heavily. *I
the owner con-

‘eause | didn't know who might

| be about. When you and me speaks to-
gether we likes to speak alone, you bet ™
The merchant raised his tushy eye-

| by his companion’s remark.

through the open door of which the v's
itor saw a sight which arrested him for
a moment. A young girl was sitting in |

to the firm, with maps, char's
and lists of I numerab'e. Above
the fireplace was a large water-color
painting of the barque as she
appeared when on a north of |

Cape Palmas. An inscription beneatn
this work of art anoo that it had
been painted by the so officer an|

presented by him to the head of
It was generally rumored that
chants had lost heavily
ter, and there were son
as an instance of Girdlestona's
strength of mind that he should
his wall with so melancholy a souvenir

John Girdlestone, as he :at at
square office table waiting for his
was undeniably a remarkaole

the mer

over this disas

me who .|1]u’€‘11 it

habitunal

hns
BON,

looking

man. For good or for evil no weak
character lay beneath that hard angular

face, with the strongly marked features
and deep-set eyes

He was known to be a fanatie in r»,
ligion, a purist in morals, and a man of

A recess near the window, with her little,

supple figure bent forward, and her bands
| clasped at the back of her head, while
the elbows rested opon a smwmil table o |
ront of her Her suaperb Lrown hair |
f in a thick wave on either side over |
bher white round arms. The Joctor had
just broken his sad tidings to her, and

| mer

decorate |
| lutely

| chamber was very dark.
| of disinfectants

| The

she was still in the first paroxysm of her
grief t acute, As evident
to the unsentimental mind of the
hant, to allow of any attempt at con-
solation. The merchant pansed irreso-
for a and then sscending
broad staircase he pushed open
Harston's room and euntered,
were drawn down and the
A pungent whifl
from it, mingled
o]l weep we
Without
seeing him, the
fast labored breathing of the invalid. A

grief—a 00 WAS

even

moment,

the

the
door of

The blinds
saued
dank, heavy
in a far corner

Girdlestone

the smell of

bed

with
was

couid hear

| trimly dressed nurse who hal been sitting

| the Vens

looked

by the bedside rose, and, recognizing the
whispered a few
the roon
blind so as
daylight The
Ireary amnd bare,
hangings had noved 1)

chance of future

isitor words to

and left He pulled the cord of
a few

chamber

tian to admit

great
AN

ravys of
an
leasen the
dohn Girdle

CATpels

been r

nfection

| stone stepped softly across to the hedside,

the strictest commercial integrity. Yot
there were some few who _-i-;i-'li Askanre
at him, and none, gave one, who could ag-
ply the word friend to him

He rose and stood with his hack to the
fire as his son entered He was so tal
that he towered above the younger man,
but the latter’'s square and compact frame
made him, apart from the difference of |
age, the stronger man

“There's news of the Black Eagle,” }
aa id. “She is reported from Madeira.”

“Ah!" eried the junior partner eagerly
‘What luck

“She Is rull, or nearly so, according to
Captain Hamilton Migge' reyport.

“] wonder Miggs was able to send a

report at all, and I wonder still more
that you should put any faith in it,” his
son saild impatiently. “The fellow is

never sober.”

“Miggs is a good seaman, and popular
on the coast. He may induige at times
but we all have our failings. Ifere |s the
list vouched for by our agent., ‘Six hu:-

dred barrels of palm oil' -

“Ofl is down to-day,” the ocher inter-
rupted.

“It will rise before the Biack Fagle

arrives,” the merchant rejoined confident-
ly. ‘““Then he has palm nuts in bulk, gum,
ebony, skins, cochineal, and Ivory. Ivory
is at a fancy figure. We are sorely In

peed of a few good voyages, for things

| latter

-[ e
roumd,
gratitmle

lying [riend

risat |ims

and =at down by his

turned his head
and a gleam of recognition and

nto his eves,

CAme

“l knew you would come,” he said.

“Yes, | came the moment | got your
message.”

“l] am glad that you are here,” the
sufferer continued with a sign of relief
“] wish to speak to you., | am very
weak. 1 have Teen making my will,
John. Stoop your head and you will
hear me better. [ have less than fifty

thousand. [ should have done vetter had
[ retired years ago.”

“l told you mo0,"
grufily.

“You #d—you did. Bot 1 zcted for
the best. Forty thousand [ leave to my
daughter Kate.”

A look of Interest
stone's face. “How about
he asked.

“l leave that to be equally aivided

the othor broke la

came over (Jirdle-
the balanece?”

r going craft when we left England, but the |

|
|
i
\
|

[ glass Again
him |

brows a little, as though he dil not relish
the idea of mutual confidences suggesated
“Hadn't you
take a seat? he maid “1 must
congratulate you on your cargo, and wish
you the same luck for your aext voyage,”
the merchant continued

“Ivory, an’ gold dust, an' ins, an'
resin. an’ cochineal, an’ gums, an’' ebony,
an' pice, an' tobaoco, an' fruits, an’ nuts

hetter

in bulk If there's o better eargo about
I'd llke to see It,” the mailor msaid defi-
antly. “Say, now, weren't you surprised

to see UN COMme back eh? “'t‘"iﬂht now,

between man and man?”

“The old ship hangs tcgether well, ana

has lots of work in her yet,” the mer-
chant answered

“Taots of work! [ thounght she was
| gone In the bay! We'd a dirty night with
a gale from the west-sou'west, an' had
been goin’ by dead reckonin’ for three

lays, 80 We weren't over and atove pure

o' ourselves She wasn't mouch of a wses-

her

sun had fried all the pitch out o

seams, and you might ha’ pu: your fin-
ger through some of them. Two days
an' a night we were at the pumps, for

ghe leaked like a sieve, We lost the fore
topsail, blown eclean out o' “he ringbolts.
I never thought to see Lunnon again.”

“1f she could weather a gale ke that
she make another voyage."

“Qhe could atart on another,” the sailor
said “but as like a8 not shed
never see the end o't.”

“Come, come, you're not quite yourselt
this morning, Miggs. We value you na
a dashing, fearless fellow —let me fill your
who doesn't fear a little risk

could

] 1
EltaMnily,

where there's momething to be gained.
You'll lome vour good name f you go
on like that.™

“Qhe's In a terrible bad way,” the cap
tain insisted “You'll have w do some-

thing before she ean go.”

“What shall we have to do?”

“Diry dock her and give her a thorougl
overhaul. She might sink before she gut
the Channel if she went as she 18

out o

JUst Now .-'

‘ (To be continued.)

Holds Nothing.

“A spendthrift,” remarked the home
grown phllosopher, “is a good deal llke
a tub with the bottom knocked out™

“What's the answer?' queried the
very young man.

“He takes all that comes, but Is abls
to hold nothing,” explained the philoso
phy dispenser.

He Took the Biame,

Mugginse—Behold In me a self-made
man.

Diggins—1 congratulate you because
of your charitableness.

Muggins—I beg pardon?

NMggins—You are certainly charits
ble !n taking the blame on yourself

ana’

Py
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- Ded'
Washington I8 bounded on the eanst
by the Capltol and on the west by the
White House, Between them tflows a
restless stream of slghtseers,  There

may be other districta of the natlonal
capital worth seelng, but only a Wash
Ingtonlan knows It. The tourist has
 time and strength only to hit the high
places. In New York there are prob
nbly as many tourlsts as In Washing
ton, but with this difference, the New
| Yorker does not mind mixing with the
tourist In fonet, If the tourist

have money and a fondness for Broad
lway and contiguous resorts, the New
{ Yorker Is more than willing, so Mr

Tourlst emerges his ldentity with the

cluss,

Niw York “push.”™ Washingtoninns
never let you forget you are a tourist
Resbdent women slightly ralse thele
skirts with, nn Indescribable yet elo
gquent alr when they happen te rub
jelbows with a mere tourist of the
sume sex In oa hotel or department
store elevator, A Washingtonlan looks
stralght anhead at nothing: the tour
Ist Is known by the angle at which
e crooks her neck

Hohson of
hero of Santlago
K Isslr
establl

| Congressman Alnbamn,
famous
Inter of several
sald to faver the
government of an offieinl
paper for free distribution, for which
he  wishes appropriate
$250,000. This perlodical would
|tain a summary of work of
gress and all departments of the gov

as the nnd

: campalgns, s

shment the

by
weekly n

W

Congress o
O

the Con-

ernment, so far as It might Interest
the publle. He says the journal is in-
tended to form: a connecting lnk be-

tween the government and the people,
and that the project grew out of his
having ascertalned that a vast amount
of valuable material dld not reach the
people for whom It was Intended. He
thinks the I-l]!r[‘.-'.!ffl-!i of such & papsr
| will remove dlstrust and susplelon and
Interest anmd
in govern-

renewsd confl-

the

create n

dence among 10 1 S80S

mentnl affairs,

Pennles left In the boxes by rurm
route patrons for the of
stamps from the carriers lot
alone If the recommendations of
Fourth Assistant General
De Graw and Superintendent Spill
man of the service s
woptedd, In it nl-
ways been a painful duty of the carrl-
ers, this hunting In the
rold bottom of a mall box
bhare hands It wnid
sometimes fingers of
ecold and stir that they
write out order recelpts. The
recommendation of the two officials is
that patrons place a small wooden box
‘n the mall box, and therein put all
the pennles with which they wish
buy stamps or anything else, The car-
rier could then, without removing his
gloves, empty the contents and go on
his way rejoleing, folling the attack of
Jack Frost. If the pennles are not In
the box the earrler will not re
quired to look for them.

purchnse
will be
Postmnaster
rural dellvery

l'u:n’ weunther hns

around |
with
that

get

metnl
has been
carriers B

unable to

nre
maoney

tioy

e

Cy. Sulloway, of New Hampshire,
still retalns his the biggest
lman In the House of Representatives,
and so far no one has appeared that
may ¢lalm honor to second place ahead
of Ollle James, of Kentucky., Sulloway
| {8 something more than six and a half
| feet tall and welghs but a pound less
| than 850. His breadth Is proportionate

place as

|with his helght, and he towers above
his colleague, Frank I). Currler, as he
| does above most all the members of

the House, He 1s one of the members
who does not exercise his prerogative
of taking his luncheon on that slde of
the House restaurant where the sign
proclaims “for members only,” but
ench day partakes of a sparing lunch
on the publle slde of the room, where
the motto s that anybody’s money Is
good.

The applleation of George M. Austin
of New York for a restralning order
agalnst Secretary Cortelyon, prevent-
ing him from allotting £21,500,000 of
Panama Canal bonds to certaln na-
tlonal banks, has been denled by Judge
Gould of the Supreme Court of the Dis-
trict of Columbla, Austin charged that
the secretary had vielated the law In
rejecting his bld for §3,000,000 of honds
and alloting the bonds to national
banks and others at a lower figure,

Postmaster General Meyer's order In
regard to the disposition of souvenir
postal eards which reach the dead let-
ter office 18 a source of happiness to
thousands of unfortunate children,
The eards, Instead of belng destroyed,
are now sent to the orphan asylums
and children’s homes and hospltals In
| Washington, where they give a delight
lwhich even the Intended reciplent
,might not have felt.

Women Worry

Maore than men, says Dr, McComb, and
one reason is that thelr nervous organisa-
tlons are more delleats, True, and Hood's
Sarsaparilla 1o just the nerve-bullder, np-
petite-giver, and blood-purifler they need,

Indigestion 3 Yoars—"1 was troublod
with indigestion for three years. | road of
Hood's saparilla and trled it After tak

Ing & number of bottles | was completely
cured,” Mus. J, H. Hanvey, DeSote, Mo,

Nervous, In Pain, No Appetite
“Had poor health for years, pain In shoulders,
bnck and hipa, with constant headacho, ner
vousness and no sppetite, Took Hood's SMar-
saparilla. galned strength and exn work hard
all day, eat heartily and sloop well.” Mus E,
Girvera, Moose Lake, Minn,

Rheumatism—"1 had rheumatism Inone
of my anklea, but Hood's Sarsaparilia seon
wave me permanent rellel. | recommend
Hoad's Sarsaparilla.” Murs Any HuTominson,
Lafaystis, (ol

Heood's Sarsaparilla Is sold everywhere,
In the usual liguld, or In tablet form called
Sarsatabe. 100 Doses One Dollar, Pre-

pared omnly by O, 1. Hood Co,, Lowell, Mass

It Bmrprised MHer,

“When my husband was In Spain
iant year,” msald Mrs. Swellman, “he
wmucesedad In buying lo guite a lot of
the king's winea”

“Well, well,” exclalmed Mrs. Nu-
ritch, “the idee o' buyin' second hind
wines'!"— Philadeiphla Press

PILES CURED IN 6 TO 14 DAYS.

PAZO OINTMENT s gunrantesd to cure any
| ense of liching, Blind, Jleeding or Protruding
Filles in 6 to 14 days or money reflunded. e,

Hacimg lope,

“Charles, dear.,” sald young Mra Tor
kina, “why do you call racing calcula-
tions ‘depe? | thought that was a
slumg name for a drug”’

“You're quite right," was the answer,
“They ecall It that because all It gen-
erally gets you Is a pleasant drenm and
a rude awakening."—Washingtos Star,

Freoasireom Morror.
what do yeu want?’ the proof-
reader asked,

An he ayed the intruder with doubt
“1I'm just a loafin'," ansawered the hyphen,
And the prosfreader hustled bim out,

Chicage Tribune,

“Well,

Simng!
A tired fesling once
Came over the busy Les,
"Twas when a budding poet
Rhymed it with vira vis

Good Judges

Americans as jodges are keenly din-
|eriminating. They measure everything
by the snccess it atiuine, which meth.
od, considered In the light ol the com-
mon experience of mankind, i« cer-
tainly not a bad one. The high stand.
ard of intelligence and discernment in
this country, where education is the
 rule and not the exeeption, renders it
diffienlt and sarprising to find a general
national success not based on  actual
worth. Hence it was that with the
presentation of Bt. Jacobs Oil they cor-
I rectly judged it at once, and decided
| that rare intrinsiec worth only conld be
| the sonrce of ite success. The decigion
with them was equivalent to an adop-
tion; and it is a rare thing to find a
{family without St. Jacobs Oil in the
housa.

Not the Same,
“l suppose you bhave been ploched
by penury?’
“No, mum; the cop's name was
O'Brien; he's Irish.™
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