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It the states will cor- een A rise in the price of lumber, but there

companies should rapld and heavier

munt stand ready to ald
Farmers and Wage-Workers,
of Agriculture was

consumption of
ber s certalnly great as the

annual growth; and If the consumption and

trict of Columbia and the Territories
THE TARIVF,

the protective
It could not but cause widespread In

has more emphatically vindi
complets exhaustiop Is reached the growing
seareity will make itself felt in many blight-
ing ways upon our Natlonal welfare,
20 per cent of our forest territory Is now re-
served In National forests; but these do not

elple of the present tariff law could not with

such phenomenal growth as ours It Is prob-
every dozen years or so the

tarif® laws should be careflly scrutinized so

wage-waorker

and In any event the proportion Is too small
labor and the tiller of the soll,

the reserves can aceomplish
more than a mitigation of the trouble whicih
Far more drasti
Forests can be lumbered

does manunal
benefits are conferred thereby, to expect that
revenue in provided and that
trade In encouraged
as a minimum a
allow for the collection of an ample revenue
but which will at least make good the dif-
of production
the Adifference
here and abroad,
of the wage-worker must ever he a cardinal
paint of American
should be approach

Inbor where the work must be purely mental,
there are other kinds of

Is ahead for the

There must always be labor where,

=0 as to glve

mand Indeed s made upon the mind, though | thelr mereantile

that the proportion of men
enguged In this kind of work s diminishin

timber without the silght-
to the forest,
is a detriment
harvest; so that there Is no paralle]l betwean
forests and mines, which can only be com-
pletely used by exhaustion,
our forests have been used In
the past and as most of them are still used,

I am glad to say
to furnish a

the well-being | heaithy qualities which make up a really

the bulk of the people should
do work which calls for the sxercise of bolh
body and mind. Frogress cam not perma-

great nation But forests, if

purely from a busi-

nndonment of physi- f will ba elther wholiy Aestioved, . w» dam-|the Army, tos much prominence given I

too much monay spent upoen It or hecause ie
aln. All! has peen too large.
have auffered hecause snough carg haf rat
It has heen toe
hecayse there has not heen sufficiend
possible war.
in whicrh we have sn-
timea the amount,
, It wisely expended Auring the preced-
regular Army,
would nave insured the war snding Iin but =
of tha time and bLut for & fraction
was actually the cass
# Natlon we have glways heen shortaighted
in providing for the efficiency of the Army
It is nobody's especial In-
make such nrovislion and no one
looks ahead to war at any period, no mat-
as being & serious ponal-
while an Improper economy. or rath-
er niggardliness, can be practiced at the ex-
of the Army with the certainty that
those graeticing It will not be called to aec-
tha price will
unfartunate persons who hap-
pen to be In offlce when a war does actually

aged that many decades have to pass bafors
effective use can be made of them
thene facts are so obvieus that It s extra-
idinary that It should be necessary o re-
pent them

i vourse to check the waste of timber
means that thers must be on the part of the !
publdie the acceptance of a lemporary re-
striction in the javish use of the timber, in '
aorder to yrevent the total loss of this use
ln the future. There are plenty of men In |
public and private Hfe who actually advo-
cate the continuance of the present system
of unchecked and wasteful extrav nee,
using as an argument the fact that to cheek
it will of coursse mean interference with the
ease and comfort of certuin people who now
gEet lumber at less cost than they ocught to
pay., at the expense of the fulure genera-
tions Home of these persons actually de-
mand that the present forest reserves be
thrown open lo destruction, because,
snoth. they think that itherehy the price af
lumber could be put down agaln for twoe or
three ar more years. Their attitude is pre-
cisaly like that of an agitator protesting
net the outlay of money by farmers ol
manure and in taking care of thelr farms

Eenarally
MINERAL LANDS,
In the sastern LUnited Siates the mineral '
fuels have already passed inte the hands of
Inrge private owners, and those of the YWwest
are rapldly following It Is obvious that
these fuels should be conserved and not
wasted, and It would be well 1o protect the
peaple against wunjust and extortionate
prices, so far as that can still done. Whnat
nas been accomplished in the great oll flelas
of the Indian Territory by the action of the
Administration, offers a®siriking example of
the good results of such & policy In my
judgment the Gevernment sghould have the
right to keep the fes of the coal, oll and gas
fielde In lta own possesslon and to leases the |
his 1o develop them under proper U'sgula-
or elae, If the Congress will not adopt
this method the conl Adeposits should be
anld ynder limitations, to conserve them as
pubille gtilities, the right to mine coal being
separated from the title te the moll The
regulations shouyld permit coal lands to be
morked in sufficient gquantity by the severas
orpoarations The present limitations have
been abeard, excessive and serve no useful
purpose. and aften render It necessary that
thers should be elther fraud or else aban-
of the worg of getiing out the

tiom

THE PANAMA CANAL

Work on the Panama Canal s proceeding
in & highly satisfactory manner. In Mar:h
last, John F. Btevens, chalrman of the
Commission, and chlefl engineer, resigned
and the Commission was reorganized and
constituted as follows lLieutenant-Colonel
jearge W. Goethals, Corps of Engineers,
United States Army, chalrman and chlef
engineer, Major 1. D. Galilard, Torps of
Engineers. Unlted States Army, Major Wi
liam L. #ibert. Corps of Engineers, U'nited
States Army; Civil Engineer H. H. EReus-
seay, United Etates Navy; J C. & Bilack-
burn: Colonel W. C. Gorgas, United States
Army, and Jarkson Bmith, Commissionera
This enange of authority and direction went
inte effect on April 1, without causing a per-
ceptible check In the progress of the work

PFOSTAL AFFAIRS.

I commend to the favorable consideration
of the Congress a postal savings bank sys-
tem recommend®d by the Pommaster-
Gener The primary sbject Is to encourage
among our people economy and thrift. and oy
the use of posmtal savings banks to give them
an opportunity to husband thelr resources,
rticularly those who have not the faeill-
tles st hand for depariting thelr money In
savines banks Viewed, however, from the
experience of the past few weeks, It is evi-
et that the advan‘ages of such an inasti-
tition are watill more far-reaching Timid
fepogitors have withdrawn thelr savings for
the time belng from Natlonal banks, trust
companies and savinges banks, Individuals
ave hoarded their cash and the working
en thelr earnings; all of which money has
wen withheld and kept in hiding or In the
safe depowit box to the detriment of pros
periy Through the agency of the ustal
savings banks wsuch money would be re-
{ to the channels of trade, to the mu-
tual bene®t of capital and labor

1 furtheér commend to the Cgngress the con-
sideration of the Postmaster-Ceneral’'s réd.m-
mendation for the extenwion of the parcels
especially on the rural routes. There

8,215 rural routes, serving nearly
sople who do not have the ad-
vantages of the Inhabitants of citiesa In ob-
talning their rupplien. These recommendations
have been drawn up to benefit the farmer
and the country shopkeeper: otherwise, 1
should not favor them, for [ belleve that It
Is good policy for Government to do
everything poseible to ald the small town and
the country district It |s desirable that the
country merchant should not be crushed out,

OKLAHOMA,

Oklahoma has become a state, standing on
a full equality with her «ider sisters, and her
future i» assured by her great natural re-
SO rCes The duty of the XNationad Govern-
ment to guard the personal and property rights
of the Indians within her borders remalns of
course unchanged.

ALABKA.

I relterate my recommendations of last year
as regards Alaska. Some form of local seif-
government should be provided, as simpie
and inexpensive as possible: it la Impossible
for the Congress to devote the necessa:f time
to all the little detalls of necessary Alasian
legisiation Road bullding and rallway bulld-
ing should be encouraged. The Governor of
Alaska should be given an ample appropriation
wherewith to organize a force to preserve the
public r-ac«. Whisky selllng to the natives
should b¢ made a felony. The coal land laws
should be changed s0 as to meet the pecullar
needs of the territory Thia should be at-
tended to at once; for the present laws permit
individuals to locate large areas of the pub-
ile domaln for speculative purposes, and
cAuse an (mmense amount of trouble, fraud
and litigatlon. There should be another ju-
diclal division established, As early as pos
sible lighthouses and buoys shouid be estad-
lished as alds to navigation, especlally In and
about Prince Willlam Sound, and the survey
of the coast completed There I8 need of
IHberal appropriations for lighting and buoy-
Ing the southern coast and Improving the
alds to navigation in Southeastern Alaska.
One of the great industries of Alaska, as of
Puget Sound and the Columbla, is salmon
fishing. Gradually, by reason of lack of
proper laws, this industry is being ruined;
it should now be taken In charge, and ef-
fectively protected, by the United States
Government. ;

The courage and enterprise of the citizens of
the far Northwest In thelr projected Alaska-
Yukon-Pacifiec Exposition, to be held in 1909
should recelve liberal encouragement. This
exposition Is not sentimental in ite concep-
tlon, but seeks to exploit the natural re-
sources of Alaska and 1w promote the com-
merce, trade and Industry of the Pacifle
States with their neighboring states and with
our Insular possessions and the nelighboring
countrive of the Pacific. The exposition asks
no loan from the Congress, but seeks appro-
priations for Natlonal exhibits and exhibits
of the Western dependencies of the General
Government. The State of Washington and
the clity of Seattle have shown the character-
Istilc Western enterprise in large donations
for the conduct of this exposition, In which
other states are lending generous assistaice.

A bureau of mines should be created under
the control and direction of the Secretary of
the Interior; the bureau to have powes to
collect statistices and make Investigations In
nll matters pertaining to mining and par-
ticularly to the accldents and dangers of the
industry If this cannot now be done, at
least additional appropriations should be given
the Interior Department to be used for the
study of mining conditions, for the prevention
of fraudulent mining schemes, for carrying
o the work of mapping the mining districts,
for studying methods for minimizing the ac-
c¢ldents and dangers (n the industry; In short,
to ald in all proper ways the dJdevelopment
of the mining Industry.

I call your especial attentlon to the un-
satisfactory condition of our foreign mail
service, which, because of the lack of Amerl-
can steamship linem Is now largely done
through forelgn lines, and which, particularly
#0 far as South and Central America are
concerned, Ia done In a manner which constl-
tutes & werious barrler to the extension of
our commerce.

Not only there Ia not now, but there never
has been, any other nation in the world se
wholly free from the evils of militarism as
in ours There never has been any other
large nation, not even China, which for so
long a period has had relatively to Its aum-
bars so small a regular army as has ours.
Never at any time In our history has this
Natlon suffered from militarism or been In
the remotest danger of suffering from mili-
tarism. Never at any time of our history
has the regular Army been of a size which
caused the slightest appreciable tax upon
the taxpaying citizens of the Nation. Al-
most always it has been too small In size
and underpald. Never In our entire history
has the Nation suffered in the least particu-
lar because oo much care has been .l!- te

But again and ag

| mrad)

time of peace

The Medieal Corps should be much larger
than the needs of our regular Army in war.
Yet at present it Is amal
the service demand
Epanish War

ler than the needs
in peace. The

lose we suffered In
by disease among the regiments which never

At the moment the Nation
impressed by this faet;
seamingly it has alresdy been forgotten, for
the slightest effort has been made to
of suflicient sine
to preventl the repetition of the same dis-
aster on & much larger scale if we should
ever be engaged
trouble in the Sparish War was not with
ihe then existing officials of the War De-
representatives
of the prople as & whole who, for the pre-
had daclined to
provision for
is now mnades by
to put the Medical Corps where |t should be
war is inevitable,
and the responsibility will not lie with those
then (n charge of the War Department. but
now decline to make the

left the country
scermed deeply

serious confilet.

Amp.e piovision

increased pro-
vinion should be made. The rate of pay fop
officern should be
i# no higher type of citizen than
and he sheuld
have a falr reward for his admirable work.
K be A& relatively even gres
increase In the pay for the enlisted men. AD
erpecial provision should be made for estab-
rades equivalent to
rant officers In the Navy which should be
the enlisted men who serve suf-
ficlently long and who da thelr work well
he offered sufficient to

those of wWare

Indurements should
really good men
Army & life sccupation
of our present Army I8 to securs and retain
noncommissioned
Atficuity rests fundamentally on the ques-

The prime needs

Perhaps the most important of all legie-
benefit of the Army
s a law to squalize and increase the pay of
enlisted men of
and Revenue-Cuttes

Iation needed for

meet with your
consideration.
essentin]l measure is to avthorize a number
of extra officers as mentaloned above,
make the Army more attractive to enlisted
is absolutely esrential to create =
pervice corps, such as exists |n mnearly every
modern army in the world, te do the skilled
inseparably connected
with military administration, which is now
exarted. without just compensation,

and unskilled labor,

do service of an altogether 4if-
There are a number of other
laws necessary to so organize the Army as
its eTiclency and facliitate Its
time of war;
above are the most impertant.

It was hoped The Hague Conference might
the question of the imitation of

But even befors !t had assem-
had developed that
gs regards naval armaments, the only ones
in which this country had any interest, I:
was hopeless 1o try to devise any plan for
the slightest possaibllity
of securing assent of the nations gathe
No plan was even propo.
would have had the assent of more
ss power outside of the
The only plan that seemed
limiting the size
with no favoer at all
that it is folly for
Nation to base any hope of securing
peace on any International agreement as ta
imitation of armaments
most uynwise
to stop the upbuilding of our Navy.
build one battleship of the best and most
advanced type a yeéar would barely keep
our fleet up to its present force.
my judgment,
this year provide for four battleships. But
to bulld battieships unless
the men, and the
tralning. we provide
unless we prao-

intormal inquiries

at The Hague,

United States

of battleships, met

to providing

the auxiliaries for
vide docks, the coaling stations, the colliers
and supply ships that they need. We are
extremely deficient in coaling stations and
docks om the Pacifie,
longer be permitted
torpedo boats and destroyers
Both on the Atlantic and
Pacific coasts fortifications ¢f the best type
be provided for all our greatest har-

Until our battle fleet Is much
at present it should never be split
tachmenis so far apart that they could not

interests of California, Oregon
are as emphatically the
terests of the whole Unlon as those of Maine
and New York,

and Washington

ahould now and
moved to the FPacific, just as at other times
it should be kept in the Atlantiec.
Isthmian Canal
battle fleet from one ocean to the other will
be comparatively easy.
the battle fleet will

the (wo oOceans every
The marksmanship on
ships has improved phenomenally during the
lamt five years,

Until within the last two or three yeara It
was not poesible to train a battle fleet In
squadron maneuvers under service conditions,
it is only during these jast two or three
yvears that the tralning under these conditlons
has really become effective Another and most
neceasary stride
The battle fleet

the transit of

thus shifted between

is about starting by
the Straits of Magellan to visit the Pacifle
Sixtesan battleshl

armored cruisers and two other baltle-

destroyers are alse
of such size has ever made
be of very great

only way by which to teach officers and men
to handle the fleet 80 a8 to meet avery
possible strain and emergency In time of war
practice under similar cone
Moreover, the only
needs I to per-
whatever maneuvers
time of war,
Iate to find out
that means to invite disaster.

ditlons In time of peace.

and will enable us to provide
proper place for an officer
to learn his duty & at ssa, and the only way
in which a navy can ever be made efficient
Is by practice at sa, under all the conditions
whiecn would have to be met |f war existed
If all that ought to be done cannot now
be done, at least let & beginning be made.
In my Iast three annual
a speclal message to the last Jongress, the
necessity for legisintion that will cause of-
ficers of the line of the Navy to reach the
grades of captaln and rear-admiral at less
ages and which will eause them
to have more sea tralning and experience
in the highly responsible duties of those
grades, so that they may become thoroughly
battleships, divisions,
in action, has been
fully explained and urgently recommended.
Upon this subject the Becretary of the Navy
has submitted detalled and definite recom-
which have recelved my ap-
It enacted into law,
will accompliah what Is immediately neces-
as compared with existin
law, make a saving of more than $3,000,
during the next saven years.

THEODORE ROOSEVELT.
The Whitea House, Decembeg *

our needs are

sary and will,




