CHAPTER 1.

Claudius Bombarnac, Special
apondent Twentieth Century,
Transcancasia.”

Such is the address of the telegram I
found on the 13th of May when | arrived
at Tiflis,

This ie what the telegram sald:

“As the matters in hand will terminate
on the 15th instant, Claudins Bombarnac
will repair to Usun Ada, a port on the
east coast of the Casplan. There he
will take the train by the direct Grand
Transasiatle, between the European frou-
tier and the capital of the Celeatial Em-
piree. He will transmit his impressions
In the way of news, interviewing remark-
able people on the road, and report the
most trivial incldents by letter or tele
gram ss necessity dictates. The Twentl
oth Century trusts to the szeal, intelli
gence, activity aud tact of ita correspond
ent. who can draw on its bankers to any
extent he may deem necessary."

It was the very morning | had arrived
at Tiflis, with the intention of wgmling
three weeks there in a visit to the

Corre
Tiflis,

| traveler in news, and he a

Georglan provinces for the benefit of my |

newspaper,

and also 1 hoped for that of |

i
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“Nea, sir,” | replied In his

Evidently we could understand each
other. The lce was broken, and then
question followed on question rather rap-
idly between us,

“Wait a bit,” said my American,
lay ten to oue that you are a reporter!

“And you would win! Yea [ am a
reporter sent by the Twentleth Century
to do this journey."”

“Gloing all the way
am L"

“Same trade?’ sald I, indifferently,

“No. You need not excite yourwelf.
We don't sell the same stuff, sir.”

‘Claudiue Bombarnae, of Bordeaux, la
delighted to be on the same road ap—-"

“Fulk BEphrinell, of the firm of Strong,

“1'n

to Pekin? Bo

Bulbul & Co., of New York (City, New
York, U. B A"
We were mutually Introduced. [ a

traveler o
-in what? That I had to find out.
“Have you ever been In the United

States, Mr. Bombarnae?' he asked.

“No, Momsleur Ephrinell."
“You will come to our coumntry some
day. Then you will not forget to explore

the establishment of Strong, Bulbul &

| Co. 7

Its readers
Here was the nnexpected, Indeed; the |
L}
uncertainty of a special correspondent’s

1

litfe. 1 had hardly arrived before wns
ohliged to be off again without unstrap
pilng my portmanteau!

It was hand, but there was no way out
of it And to begin with, at what o'clock
dld the train for Tiflis start from the
Qaspian? 1 went to the railway station
at a run, and rushed iuto the departure
office.

“When is there a train for Baku?" I
ask ol

“Rix o'clock to-night.”

“And when does it get there?”
“Seven o'clock in the morning.”

“Is that in time to catch the boat for

Uszun Ada?

| able Industrial

| shop,

l

The man at the trap door replied to |

my =alute by a salute of mechanical pre
claion

The question of passport did not |
| And all that,

| traliasia,

trouble me. The French cousul would
know how :n gfive me all the references
required by the !. 1ssian administration

At § o'cl having secured my pass

Jock.
port, 1 hurry to the railway station
There there is a erowd of Armenians
Georgians, Mingrelians, Tartars, Kurds, |
Israelites, Russinns, from the shores of
the Casplan, some taking their tickets
direct for Baku, some for intermediate
stations.

I take a ticket for Baku, firet class. |
go down on the platform to the carriages
According to my custom, 1 install mwelf
In a comfortable corner. A few travel
ers follow me, while the cosmopolitan
populace invade the second and third
class carriages. The doors are shut af-
ter the visit of the ticket inspector. A
last scream of the whistle announces that
the train is about to start. Suddenly
there is a shout—a shout in which anger

¢ mingled with despair—and 1 catch
these words iu (German:

“Brop! Stop!"”

1 paut down the window and look out
A fat man, bag in hand, traveling cap on
head, his legs embarrassed in the skirts
of 4 huge overcoat, short and breathl
He is late. The porter » stop him
Try to stop a bomb in the middle o f its
trajectory! Once agaln has right to give

place to might

The Teuton bomb deseribea a well-cal

ecalated curve, and has just fallen into the
‘compartment next to ours, through the
door a traveler had obligingly left open
The train begins to move at the same in
stant, the engine wheels hegin to slip on
the rails, then the speed iocreases. We
are off

It is still daylight at 6 o'clock in the
evening this latitude I have bought
a time tahle ( consult it. Then 1
began to exa '] travellug compar
lons. There were four of us, and I nee |
scarcely say that we occupied e fo
corners of the compartment. [ had taken
the furthest corner, facing the engine

t the two opposite angles two travelers
were seated facing each other. As soon |
as they got in they pulled their caps
down on their eyes and wrapped them

selves up in their cloaks—evidently they
were (Georgians, as far as | could see.
In front of me was qQuite a different
type. with nothing of the oriental about
It; thirtytwo to thirty-five years old, face
with a reddish beard, very much alive in
ook, nose llke that of a dog standing at
point,
free and easy,
anybody: a tall, vigorous, broad-shoul
dered, powerful man. By the way in
which he settled himself and put down
his bag, and unrolled his traveling rug
of bright-hued tartan, I had recognized

1 1
Aspian

mouth only too glad to talk, h!mdn_'
ready for a shake with

| tions a minute,

“Explore it?
“Youn will see one of the most remark
establishments of the New
Continent. lmagioe a colossal work
Immense bulldings for the mount-
ing and adjusting of the pieces, a steam
engine of fifteen hundred horse power,
ventilators making six hundred revolu

dred tous of coal a day, a chimney stack
four hundred and fifty feet high, vam
outhouses for the storage of our goods,
which we send to the five parts of the
world, a general manager, two sub-man
agers, four secretaries, eight under sec-
retaries, a stafl of five hundred clerks and
nine hundred workmen, a whole regiment
of travelers lie your servant, working
in Burope, Asia, Africa, America, Aus-
in short, a turnover exceeding
one hundred million dollars!
Mr. Bombarnae, for making
yos, | said millions e
ent the train commenced to
of its auto
Dur ocor
e window
being Jde

annually

ilions of
At this mom
slow under the
and
interrupted. 1
side, and open the
sirous of *hing

As soon as the
return (0o our carriage,
shut the door [ notice
taken. Yes! Faciog the American, a
lady has installed herself with that
Anglo-Saxon coolness which ls as unlim
ited as the infinite. My French gal
lantry prevents me from claiming my
corner, and | sit down beside this person,
who makes no attempt at apology.

dphrinell seems to be asleep, and that
stops my knowing what it is that Strong,
Bulbul & Co. of New York manufacture
by the million.
It was nearly midnight,

m
tion matic
el
lower th
door,
luxl

begins to ring 1
and when [ have
that my place is

hraokes he stoppe IVersn

tion 1Is
on my
slret: my

bell

Weariness in

vited me to sleep, and yet, like a good re
porter, | must sleep with one eye and one
ear open

In this way | heard the shouts of
Gern Varvara, Oudjarry, Kiourdamid
Klourdane, then Karasoul, Navagi. [ sat
ip, but as 1 no longer occupied the cor

# from which | had been so cavalierly

ietesd, It was Ilmpossible for me to look
irough the window.

And then | began to ask what Is hid

len bensath this mass of vells and wraps
and petticonts which has usurped my
place. In this lady going to be my com
panlon all the way to the terminus of
the (irand Transasiatie? I ex
hange a sympathetic salu her in
the streets of }'l'd’.',.'x’
I must gradually have llen sound
ikleep. Wi awn from exterior Influ
s, [ dic sven hear the stentorian
g tion » Yunkee,
The word, I"l'jm:l.'w] as the traln stop-

o, awoke It was seven o'eclock in

the morning.

me.

CHAPTER I11.

hoat did npot start until three
‘clock in the afternoon. Those of my
companions who intended to cross the
hurried off to the barbor, It
being necessary to engage a cabin, or to
murk one's place in the steamer's saloon.
Ephrinell precipitately left me with these
words:

“l have not an instant to lose.
see about the transport of my baggage.

“Have you much?"’

“Forty-two cases,"”

“Forty-two cases!” | exclaimed.

If he had had a voyage of eight days,
instead of one of twenty-four hours, and
had to cross the Atlantic Instead of the

The

I must

"

the Anglo-Saxon traveler, more accus | Caspian, he could not have heen in a
tomed to long journeys by land and sea | greater hurry He d4id not think of of
than to the comforts of his yme, if he | fering '-1. hand to assist our companion
had a home He looked like n commer lescending from the carriage I took
cial traveler. 1 noticed that his jewelry | his place. The lady leaned on my arm
waa in profusion; rings on his fingers, pin | and jumped—no, gently put her foot on
In his scarf, studs on his cuffs with pho- | the ground My rewnard was a thank
tographic views in them, showy trinkets | you, sir, uttered in a hard, dry, unmis-
hanging from the watch chaln across his | takable British+ volee,

walst cont. 1 should not have been sur
prised if he turned out to be an Amer}
ecan.

If [ am not mistaken, he will be just
as glad to speak to me as I am to speak
to him—and reciprocally. [ will see. But
a fear restrains me. Suppose this Amer
lean should also be a special correspond
ent, and suppose he has also been or-

dered to do this Grand Aslatic. That
would be most annoying! He would be a
rival!

CHAPTBR II.
At last | waa about to open my mouth
when my companion prevented me.
“You are & Freochman?' he said In

my mative tongue

Twenty-five years Is apparently about
lier age, she has an Albloneaque complex-
jon, a jJerky walk, a high dress llke an
eqninoctial tide, no spectacles, although
ghe has eyes of the intense blue which
are generally short-alghted. While I bend
my back as I bow, she honors me with
a2 nod, which only brings into play the
vertebrae of her long neck, and she walks
off stralght toward the way out.

As sleven o'clock strikes, | make my
way to the restagrant at the rallway. As
I am murlng Bphrinell rushes out.
“Breakfast? say I

“l have bad it,”" he replies.

“And your cases?”

“I have still twenty-nine to
to the steamer. But, pardon, |

down
ve not

boilers consuming a hun- |

A moment to lose. When a man
sents the firm of Strong, Dulbul & Co.,
who send out every week five thousand

| cases of thelr goods
[ "G, xo, Mousieur l~'|hrlnfll we will
meet on boand, By the bye, you have

| are carrying every kind

| thirty-seveuth!”
| ran

| .".'-'nl.

[ hoped I shall

ot met our travellng companion ?*

“What travellug compandon?”

“The young lady who took my place
in the carriage."

“Was there a young lady with ua?"’

“Of course.”

“Well, you are the first to tell me so,
Mr. Bombarnae."

And thereupon the American goes out
of the door, and disappears. It is to be
know before we get to
Bulbul &
Five
out-

Pekin what it Is that Strong,
Co. send out in such guantities
thousand cases a week—what an
put, and what a turnover!

When it s two o'clock | think 1 had
better get down to the boat. [ must eall
at the radlway station where | have left
my light luggage at the cloak room. Boon
I am off agaln, hastening down one of
the roads leading to the harbor.

At the break In the wall, where access
is obtadned to the gquay, my attention Is
attracted by two people walking along
together. The man s from thirty to
thirty-five years old, the woman from
twendy-five to thirty, the man already
grayish brown, with maoblle face, lively
look, sasy walk with a certain swinging
of the hips. The woman still a pretty
blonde, blue eyes, a rather fresh com-
plexion, her hair frizsed under a cape,
a traveling costume which s In good
taste nelther In lts un? _shwonable eut nor
In its glaring color Evidently a mar
ried couple come in the train from Titlis

and unless | am mistaken they are
I"rench.

They are too much ocenpled to see me. |
In their hands, on thelr shoulders, they
have bags and cushions and wraps and
sticks and sunshades and umbrellas. They

of Uisle package
you can think of which they do not care
to put with the luggage on the steamer
| bave a good mind to go and help them
Just as | am walking up to them, Kphri
nell appears, drags we away, and U leave
the couple behind.

“Well, sald 1 to the Yankes, “how
are you getting on with your cargo?”
“At this moment, sir, the thirty-sev-

enth ocase is oo the road”

“And what may be in those cases,
you pleaase?"

“In thoss casea? Ah! There ls the
he exclaimed, and he
it to meet a truck which had just
come on to the guay

The Astara is loaded
not hig enough, and a good
cargo s overflowed the
wtern is reserves] for passengers,
the forward to top-gallant
forecastle there A heap of cases
with tarpauline to protect
from the sea

There Ephninell's casea have
He has lent a hand with Yankee energy,
determined not to lose saght of his valua
ble property, which cubleal cases,
alout two feet on the side, covered with
patent leather, earefully strapped, on
which can be read the stenciled wordas,
“Strong, Bulbul & Co., New York.”

“Are all your goods on board?"
asked the American

“There s the forty-second case just
coming,”” he replied

And there was the sald case on the
back of a porter already coming along
the gangway. It seemed to me that the
porter was rather toftery

“Walt a hit!" shoutad Ephrinell
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The hold is
deal of the
dek The
but from

up
on

bridge the

in Y

them

heen puot

is In

I

Then

in good Russian, so as to be bhetter un
jerstood, he shouted: “Look out! Look
out!"”

It is good advice, hut it ls too late

The porter has just made a false step
The case 8 froan lde shoulders, breaks
In and a quantity of little packets
of their contents the
deck

What n shout of indignation did Ephri
radse’ What a whack with his fist
admindster to the unfortunate
eatedd in a de
spair, “My my poor teeth!"

And he down on his kneea to
gnther up his little bits of artificial ivory
that were all abont, while |

suld hardly keep from langhing

It was for u:'lui'uwr ng five
sand mmses a wr the flve parts
the world that .-‘l:‘\

The bell Is rngin
All the passengers are aboard
tara s casting off har warps
there are shouts from the quay. [ rec-
ognize them as being In® German, the
same as | had heard at Tiflis when the
train was starting for Baku.

It in the same man. He s panting., he
runs, he eannot run much faster. The
gangway has been drawn ashors, and
the steamer is already moving off. Luck-
ily there in & rope out astern which still
keeps the Astara near the quay. The
(erman appears just as two sadlors are
manenvering with the fender. They sach
give him a hand and help him on board.

About a guartéer of a mile ont there
is a rort of bolling, agitating the sur-
face of the sea, and showing some deep
trouble in the waters,
rail on the starboard quarter, and, amok-

-'_.;
twao,

paper scatter )

nell
did
parter ae

he
he rep volce of
teeth,

went
seattered

thaou
of
'nlmu- concern existed!
g for the lnst time.
The As

Wie K

ing my clgar, was looking at the harbor |

dlsappearing behind the point round Cape
Apcheron, while the range of the (‘an-
casus ran up lnto the western horison.
Of my cigar thers remained only the
end between my lips, and, taking a last
whiff, I threw it overboard.

In an Inestant a sheet of flame burst
ont all around the stenmer. The bolling

came from a submarine spring of naph- |
tha, and the cigar end had set it alight. |
The Astara rolls amid |

Bereams arise,
sheavea of flame, but & movement of the
helm steers us away from the flaming
spring, and we are out of danger.
captain comes aft and says to me in a
frigld tone:

“*That was a fooliwh thing to de.”

“Really, omptaln, 1 did not know—""

“Yon ought always to know, air!"

These words are uttered In a dry, can-
tankerous tone, a few feet away from
me.

I turn to see who It in. It (s the
lish woman who has read me this

leswon.
(T be comtimued)

Suddenly '
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A Handy Garden Cart,

No one realizes how handy a small
*art is on the farm untll one has used
it; the wheelbarrow Is all right In its
place, but there are tlmes when the
hund cart auswers the purpose much
better The 1llustration shows how
one of these carts may be made with
a ltte lumber and any old wheels
from a mower one may have, If there
ure no such wheels and shaft en the

farm, the local blacksmith can prob
ably supply the want from articles
of the kind that come to him. The 1l

HANDY GARDEN CART

lustration shows plaluly the mode of
construction

Have a box of convenlent size,
careful not to make |t Inrge,
It cannot be pulled except with

slderable effort when flled I'he

helng
Lo elae
col

width

wlll, of course, depend upon the length
of the axle I'hills may bLe made of
any sultable material, If one eannot
obtaln a mnde pale, and If they are
home constructed It will be easy to
bring the outer ends nearer together
hy placing a two-lneh block between
the ends next to the box and the box
At the front end of the box a strip of
Il Is placed, to which the single

tree 18 attached

New Hed Grape,

Although not yet tested in all grape
growing reglons, Hegnl
promise wherever It has been grown
The vine Is a most vigorous grower,
strong and healthy and
productive The quality of the berry
Is very good, though not of the best
The skin is a rich red, thin but very
tough, and one of the chlef character
Istics of the variety is Its long keep
Ing qualities As will be seen from
the lllustration, the bunch Is compact
the berries of good size and nniform
A number of the State experiment sta

the shows

tions have tested the variety and apeak |

highly of It If It does as well under

general culture as It uas on trial,

THE REGAL GRAFPE,

be of_-a-!lllnt't advantage as a market

|sort because of ita color and its long

The |

keeping qualities. —Indlunapolls News,

I was near the|

Poultry Pleckings,
Why don't you ralse turkeys? ‘T'he
price I8 high and they are easy to
ralse, though some think It s JdiM
cult.
Special care must be taken In
dling the eggs the first five days
| Incubation, when |ife Is not firmly

han
I‘r

e8

tablished.
Wyandottes have for the last few
years taken a commanding position

among the fanclers of this country, he
ing of American origin and a great egg
producer,

A great number of beginners who
are just becoming Interested In rais-
ing poultry, ete., do not know what
breed to select. Try Barred I'lymouth
Rocks or Wyandottes,

The most necessary requirements In
preparing fowls for the showrooms are
the best possible shape, size and plnm
age that ecan be obtained, Including
clean and well-colored feet and legs.

RHS/EARRIERS

it will |

1]

4" z.
AN

Lhe cuuse of fowls taking cold s al-
lowing them to sleep wonere they are
exposed to drafts und feeding them
soft and sloppy foods

It requires capital to go iInte the
poultry businesas on anything but =
very small seale, and economizing on

some things Is the wrong thing to do,

Findlug Age of Fowlae,

A pullet will show rose colored velns
on the surface of the skin under the
wings, there will nlso be long wllky
hulrs growing there. After a year old

these disappear, so, too, do the velns,

nod the skin shows white and veln
less.  The difference can be seen at a
Klanee.  Agaln, a pullet that has not
luld, or has only just commenced to

imy, will have the bones of the pelvis
or basin almost touchmg.  The bounes
gradually widen as the fowl continues
lnylug, and at two years old are much
further apart than they were at one
year old, The third polnt of Aerence

s dn the claws and shanks; in n
young bird the skin of the claw In
dupple, and the scales thin and bril
Hant The skin  gets oarser  and
tronger and the sceales hinrder an the
ed grows, and the nall of the last toe,
wlileh does most of the work, when
the bird serntches, gets much worn
| There Is also a differvics In the eye
! lds These n julire wirinkles as the
| Mird gets older, and there s also a
| #lightly shirivelled look on the face
I I'iis, with age, gets more and more
propouneed In the case of cocka,

above and beyond these polnts of A4if
hones of the pelvis
the spurs to Judge
American Cultivator

ference (except the
widening), there are

'y

New Furmm Gate,
defects to be overcome In
straln and levernge welght,

Serfous

l
l

Lutes are

I'ul;:- h result In sagging W. J ?flm‘k.
|of Fort Wayne, Ind, has Invented a
gnte which It Is Inlmed will large
| Iy remedy these defects. A trinngulaz

NEW FARM GUATE

X m-dln;l\ |

| frame is hinged to the post, with twae
[ rollers attached, whereon gate panel
'1-1 supported and freely operates. The
ent shows gate In usual position,
closed; and so supported at front end

low

that no leverage welght or straln ean
{ Incur to elther gate or post This m
be used as o small sin
or swing

provement may
gle or
gate

large double sllding

|
| No Cablbage Snake,

| Recently an absurd fear han devel
|oped In the minds of some eaters of
cabbages relative to the so-called “eab
| bage snuke.” The superstition Is that
[ the snake polsons the cabbages and xo
| renders them unfit to eat The exist
enee of such ' a creature s denled by

1 mr sclentlsts, but so prevalent Is the

wllef that at

m has lssued s

of the
of

worm'"

least one experiment stn
reulnr denying
Hedd snanke
country n

fi

the
In

uimall

Sienee iy N

“amne  parts the
whitish
nfest

yvorm

i to
lFr

green
o
detriment

hns heen
The lnry
the

I'"I"

“oel

cahbngrs ne this

prey  upon Common

ithbage worimn, henee are

‘ less 0 benefit
to the enhh

| of the

rather than n

ige-growing Industry. Some

stitions people in the
South Imagined that these
the eabibages, nmd
sclentific people to up
Extracts were made from
and Injected Into the hu

These njections falled
to produce the least ¢ffect. It Is there
fore considered that the character of
the litile worm has been cleared of the

acceusation,

more super
WOrims |lll1'-
soned lests were

mnile by clenr
the mntter
WOrims

man system

the

Gathered from the Garden,

The best thing for the garden
brains.

(‘ut the black knot out of the plum
and cherry trees,

A particular tithit of the San Jose
scale Is the currant,

Radishes are usually ready for use In
gix weeRs from sowing
wood ashes Iin the

Hone meal and

soll nre great for sweet peas,

other smnll froit will
ht of crop for the space
enrrant

Probably
| glve more welg
| it occuples than the
trim the cherry

June, nnd tuen

trees
he

now,
lght-

Ion't
Walt til
handed,

To bleed the grapevines by cutting
during March, April or May Is bad
management.

C'old franmes are useful for forward-
ing lettnee and eabbmge in spring or
early summer.

If the rhubarb Is run out or more
plants are wanted, It can be propa-
gated by dividing the old roots. Each
eye or bud when broken apart with a
root attached forms a plant




