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HAPPENINGS HERE IN OREGON

SAVES STATH §5,000,

Result of Private Investigation by State
Lund Commigsioner West,

Sulem-—By conducting a special In
vostigntion on his own sccount, Htate
Land Agent Oswald West saved the
tale some $6000 last week Lant
wing the State Land Board sold a

on of newly surveyed land at aue
tlon and the sud eusful bidder ofered
$14.206 per acre The land was heavil- |
lvy tUmbered und was favorably locat
| A soon A the sald had been
ame known that several |
persong had filed homestead clulms |
land and clalmed to have

made It bec

Lpon the

made settlements  before the land
was surveyed If they made nctoal
settlement before survey they could
hold the land and the state would

belug entitled to lHou land In-
land I8 valuable and
had been sold at & good price, Mr
Went undertook Lo establish the
state’'s title, He made Inquiry as Lo
the persons who filed the homestead
outries and from what he learned of
T |||||1|p.‘|f|l;|| and lllll ¢ of abode he
Lad reason to doubt whether they
hod made sottlement at the time al
jeged by them. He learned further
that the men had been voting in Al
buny during the time they clalmed a

lose AL,
stead A the

residence back In the mountains
With this Information In his posses
slon he met the homesteaders with
the suggestion that they cease Lo as
gert & clalm to the land They de
murred at first, but when West gave
them & hint of the evidence in his
possession and backed thig up by 1l
ing contests in the General Land Of
flee. they came forward with relin-
quishments, thus leaving the silate
with clear title to convey Lo the pur
chasers at auction sale

Mr. West's experience shows what
can very often be done In the way nr’
overthrowing homestead entries made
by speculators If some one joterested

the trouble to investigate
entry and the

will taks
the [acls

Llerin of

regarding Lhe
residence

STOCK OUTLOOK 1S BRIGHT.

Mjld Winter in Malheur Has Enabled Cat- |
tie to Keep In Condition.

Ontarfo—Now that there Is pros- |

pect for & “break-up lu the weather, |

tockmen are beginning to  discuss
Lthelr prospects for 1904 The heavy
loas of stock last spring on account
of the weak condition of the animals,

occasioned by scarcity of hay and

feed, combined with the high price
pald for bay last fall and the low
price of stock caused gloomy fore

bodings as to the year 1904,

But the winter has been mild, al
lowing the stock to consume Lthe hay
without waste, and to put on fesh
rapldly, 80 that when spring opens
they will be well prepared to pull
through the mud to do thelr feeding
on the new pastures. There will be
good ressons to expect large lucrease
with little loss.

The mildness and short duratien of
the winter weather will result ia con-
siderable hay left uamfed and to be
sold by the stockmen to other buyers.
With 1903 hay on hand the ranchers
will sell the new crop of hay at &
lower price than last fall. The cattle-
expecting an advance In
prices, so that with all these condl
tlons in thelr favor the future Is
much brighter than It was last fall

men are

SHLLING GRAND RONDE APPLES.

Many Carloads are Now Qelng East
Ueod Sale In Uregon.

LLa Grande—The fruit growers of
the Grand Ronde who did not dispose
of all thelr apples In the fall are now
disposing of them in large quantities
at from 356 to 40 cents per bushel for

the Eastern markets, The Blue
Mountain Fruit Company, of lLa
Grande, now has a large force of

packers at work, and many carloads
are belng shipped East, while many
of them are being sold in Oregon. The
Oregon apples are in great demand In
the Enstern markets.

Many of the fruit growers in the
valley are preparing to set cut young
apple trees this spring, and most of
them are of the winter varieties, in
cluding the Jonathans, Roman BHeau-
ties., York Imperials and Yellow New
towns, L. Oldenberg, one of the big
gost fruit growers near La Grande,
get out 3600 young treeg last fall, and
the remalnder of the order, 2000 more,

will be set out in the spring. This
amount will cover 120 acres
Will Bulld Mill at Paradise.
Enterprise — James Winters, who
liveg Iin the Paradise country at the

extreme north end of this county, was
in Enterprise recently, stating that
persons In his vicinity are making
preparations to bulld a new flouring
mill at Paradige the coming spring.
They expect to have the mill com-
pleted by harvest time. This will
Lbe a great convenlence for the people
of that section, as they have been
heretofore compelled to haul thelr
grain 40 miles on a wagon to get it
to a mill, gome bringing it to Lostine
and Enterprise, while others haul to
the mills at Asotin and Lewlston,
Plows are Started.
Pendleton—Because of springlike
weather many farmers have already
started their spring plowing. This is
nearly two weeks earller than in pre-
vious years, Very little spring
wheat sowing will be done thisg year,
as & large acreage was planted last

UKASS IS OROWING IN ORANT.

Winter Has Been Very Mild - Miners Hx-
pect Hurly Clearing O of Snow,

Canyon Clty—The cold storm that
prevalled so generally near the Paclfic
soction durlng the past week was
hardly perceptible here, Although
much snow hag fallen it has been
mostly on i rising tomperature
Grass s growing nicely on the pro-
tected slopes, and a large number of

horses are still runnlog on the range
SBome of these are thin, but many of
them are In good condition, All dan
ger of A feod shortage has
probably past, but stablemen and
others who must buy are compelled
to pay $16 per ton
Grazing, farming and

erious

mining will

probably have one of the best sea-
sons for a good many years., Old
miners say that there s yow more

snow o the mountalos than they ever
saw before at this seAson of the year
In the near-by mountains It lies on
the ground at a depth of 1% feet, and
on the higher ranges la four or five
feet deep. As It Is mostly loose It is
likely to melt early In the geason, and
minerg expect to be able to start
operations earller than for several
seasons past

EXPENDITURES WERE LESS.

The Secretary of State Hears From All
the County Clerks,

Salem-—Becretary of State Dunbar
has recelved the last of the annual
reports of County Clerks, showing the
expenditures of the several counties
for the year 1903, except for road pur
poses The reports show that in the
state as a whole the expenses were
‘1""_“"" less than for 1%02, the de
being due largely to the ab
sence of election expenses, the repeal

CTeIs e

of the scalp bounty law, and a re-
duction in miscellaneous expenses,
In 1902 Baker County éxpenses

swelled by reason of the ac
quirment of the Panhandie country
from Union County Morrow County
had an expense of $47,634 in 16802 for
a new court house and has $10,000 ex

vere

pense on the same account in 1903
In 1901 Wheeler County had an ex
pense of $11,000 for A new court

house

Baker's School Evhibit Ready.

Baker City—The school exhibit for
Baker City, to be sent to the St. Louls
Exposition, has been made up. It Is
said to be the best exhibit ever sent
to any exposition by the schools of
this clty laker City schoolsg cap
tured a medal at the World's Falr
and the Pan-American Exposition at
Buffalo, and the
school Dboard and Buperintendent
Churchill bave good reason to hope
that when the medals are awarded at
Bt. Louls this fall the Baker City
schools will not be overlooked, The
exhibit will be sent to St. Louls some
time during next month,

Reorganizing State Oranges.

La Grande—J. Voorhees, of Wood-
burn, Ore., {8 In La Grande for the
purpose of organizing a grange for
the State of Oregon Mr., Veorhees'
intention Is first to make & complete
canvass for membership and at a
later date call a meeting and com
plete organization, Twenty years
ago there were four prosperous
Krange organizations In
ty, and Mr. Voorhees ntends to re
establish them,

PORTLAND MARKETS,

Wheat—MIlling quotations Walla
Walla, 78c: Dbluestem, S0@8lc; Val
ley, 79¢ 80c.

Barley-—Feed, $21 per ton; brew
ing, $22; rolled, $22.

Flour—Valley, $3.75@3.85 per bar.
rel; hard wheat straights, $3.90§
4.10: clears, $3.56@3.75; hard wheat
patents, $4.20@4.50; graham, $3.75;
whole wheat, $4; rye flour, $4.50@

4.75.
Oats—No. 1 white, $1.1061.12%
gray, $1.07%@1.10 per cental.
Millstuffs Bran, $1850@1% per

and store, nominal,

Butter fat—8weet cream, Jdle; sour
cream, 29%c.

Poultry Chickens, mixed,
12%4¢ per pound; springs, small,
14%c; hens, 12%%@13¢c; turkeys,
16@ 16c per pound; dressed, 18@20¢;
fucks, $8@9 per dozen, live,
¢ per pound.

Cheese—Full cream,
Young America, 16ec.

Eggs—Oregon ranch, 26@27%c per
dozen,

geese,

twins, 1l4c¢;

Vegoetables—Turnips, 80¢ per sack;
corrots, 80c¢; beets, $1; parsnips, $1;
cabbage, 1% @2¢; red cabbage, 1%c;

parsley, per dozen, 206c; tomatoes,
$1.50@2.00 per crate; cauliffower, 7be
™31 per dozen; beans, 16c; celery,
66c per dozen; pumpkins, 1le per
pound; cucumbers, $2.46 per dozen,
1.76 per sack, growers' prices.

Potatoes—Fancy, T6@9%¢ per sack;
common, 6G60@76¢;: sweeta, 2%e In
gacks, 2% ¢ crated.

Hops—Cholce, 27@29¢ per pound;
prime, 26c; medium, 24¢,

Wool—Valley, 1T@18¢c;

b

Eastern

Oregon, 12@16c; mohalr, 32& 36c.
Beof—Dressed, 6@7%e per pound.
Mutton—Dressed, 6@ 7%c; Ilambs,

Tike.

Veal—Dressed, small, 8@%c; large,
hgp6ige.

Pork—Dressed, 614 @ 7c.

fal.

le 8*®, 2Pork8 cmfwyshrdl cmp

members of the |

Union Coun- |

» Ithe intention being to await the re-|and

ton; middlings, $26; shorts, $19 506 |
20; chop, $18; linseed, diary food, $19
Butter—Sweet cream butter, 324«
per pound; fancy creamery, 30c¢;
cholee creamery, 25@27%c: diary

' | roadstead
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BATTLE AT HAND,

Armies of Japan and Russia Masged |
[ on Yalu River, |

Chefoo, Feb, 20,
are current here, but there s a dearth
of rellable news and there s
quently much anxiety felt as to the
lntest developments In the war. It Is
believed that there has not
clash of the opposing land forces, but
news of one la hourly expected, The

face Lo

WILL BAR AMERICAN CONSULS TO
NEW TREATY PORTS,

Many wild rumorns |
conse- |

Uncle Sam Is Deemed Too Friendly to
Strained Kelalluns Are Sure
to Follow —Upening ul Corcan Port ol
Wiju Will Further Irritute Czar—Niu

Chwang Situation Urave.

been @ Japan

twWo opposing armics are now

face and It is simply a question as to

which will attack first.
Owing to the fact

Washington, Feb. 19.—It is sald Bec-
Hay has
unofflcial

that the two

retary recelved dependable,

Iinformation, that
preparing to retaliate
againet the United States for what is

| considered to be the open friendship
Japanese commanders have made| ifested 1 J Thi
numerous promises to the correspond- nianiiesied ior Japan. 118 may not |

ents, but passes to the front have not |60 further than commercial discrimi-
Leen fortheoming, and they are all un- | pation, but there are Indications that

der guard and likely to remain there, | oiations between the United States
pccording to present Indications T'he
and Russla may severely

Russians, of course, want no EKnglish-
speaking correspondents with them  stralned before the Far Eastern war is
Lerminated.

and grant ng passes. The result of

this ubsence of tralned observers from Much Irritation Is felt at St. Peters- |
the front explains to a great extent . : |
the lack of reliable news and the re burg, according to the Information
petition of old news. There Is no sald to have been recelved.
way to get news through the same day
and, even after it has passed the cen
|sorship, In many cases it Is held up

armleg are unaccompanied by war cor ;
; although
respondents, there will probably be

pome delay in getting the news out af
battle actually occurs. The

Russla Is

ter the

become

method in which it will be formally |
displayed, if advices prove autheatic,
{and lald aslde by officiel direction, will be barring of the American Con-|
The report that Russian forces are |suls recently accredited to Daln*fY.'F
in possession of Wiju means that they | Mukden and Antung. These ports |
|are In strong force on the Yalu and |were recently proclaimed by China |
| that the Japanese' advance will prob- las open to trade. When the Consuls |
ably soon be checked. The Czar's | reach these places exequateurs will be |
forces In Manchuria, It 18 now be-|refused and no recognition will be |
| lleved, have been underestimated, and given them What action this Gov-
it Is belleved here that there are  ernmment will take {n such an event has
enough under arms to compel the Jap- | not yet been determined,
anese to put forth their best efforts | The making of Wiju a free port by
to galn even a slight advantage In |Corea, as announced today by Minis-
the first battle. That this is realized |ter Allen from Seoul Is
|in Toklo Is shown by the fact that have resulted from representations
transport after transport is discharg- |made by Japan, and is expected still
|ing its quota of trained warrlors in|farther to irritate the Russian govern-
| Northern Corea and that the Japanese |ment. It was apprehension that Rus-
are holding their advance until the gla might not receive the Consul to
majority of the troops arrive | Antung that influenced Secretary Hay
- | to seek the opening of Wiju, which is
directly across the Yalu river from
Antung.
ons Mille C @ -
Belligerents Are Warned Not to Dal»..u‘,;‘? llj:u::vl:t: j;l 1§‘5tlnf-h:,r;n;dai
turd Tombs of Ancestors, inumber of Japanese women are re-
| New York, Feb, 20—The Sun's Lon- ported to have been _uutmgi-rl by Rus
. sians and the possibility
! “A communication of the utmost im- |

| portance which may add fresh
| plications to the Far Eastern
!Imn has, it I8 sald, been handed to

ICHINA COMPLICATES SITUATION

don correspondent cables as follows:

by the State Department. Mr. Miller's
instructions are not to recognize Rus-
|slan authority at Niu Chwang as su-
perior to that of any other power.
| This has led to considerable dissen-
the various governments by the Chin-|tjon In the past and will prove more
ese Ministers In Washington and the |irritating in the future, as Russia is
The Chinese gov-|5ubposed to have occupied the latter

Com
situa

| European capitals.

|ernment has addressed both Russia | Niu Chwang is recognized by the

and Japan, reiterating its Intention to | United States as belonging to China.
| maintaln strict neutrality, but declar- | The gunboat Vicksburg is at that
ing that the sanctity of tombs of the Port. She carries 175 blue-jackets and
ancestors of the Chinese dynasty at 40 marines, who can be landed to pro-

sto : ¥ ¥ tect Consul Miller if trouble arises.
Mukden and elsewhere must be re-

spected by the belligerents.

‘China’'s communication states that
ghe has troops at Mnkden and other |
points in Manchuria, and iIn case |
either Russians or Japanese desecrate | dictments.
the tombs, or In other ways does in-l .
jury to them, orders have been given| Washington, Feb.19.—As a result of
tc the troops to vindicate the honor {Investigationsthat have been conducted
of China and meet force with force.” | hefore the Federal Grand Jury in this

e e . city for some time past, indictments

HAY WROUGHT UP.

FRAUD IS FOUND.

Western Land Deals Result in In-

Illyl{L‘. John A.
mond and J. H, Schnellder, the four
principal figures in the famous lica
|land ring. These men have operated

Russia's Attitude to America Is Very
Aggravating.

1
| Washington, Feb. 20. — Secretary
|

| Hay is disposed to request an explana |and especially in Oregon and Califor-
tlon from Russia if the fact I8 de- nia. The four men are Indicted for
termined that Russia Is detaining |[conspiring to defraud the Govern-

| American vessels in Chinese ports and ment.
| preventing Consu] Miller from protect-
| ing Japanese Interests in Niu Chwang.
|He Is much dissatisflel with the in-
| dicationg of Irritation felt by the Rus-

[slan government at the attitude of the | n5¢ he prosecuted, it being the inten-
| United States and the preparations be- | tion of the Government to build up its
[ing made for retaliation. No instruc-|case against the ring on the testimony
|tions have been sent Admiral Evans, of these and- other witnesses. Valk
1 Harlan, as previously stated im
|these dispatches, were the clerks In
| If it is provep that American ships |the land office who admitted having
{are being prevented from leaving |“leaked” information to Benson and
| Manchurian ports, Secretary Hay “'mlll)'-ln_ which enabled them to operate
carry out his Intention of addressing |go successfully on the Pacific Coast.
some pointed inquiries to the Bt |These men, through a cipher furnished
Petersburg government by Benson, said they were in constant
— B — #u‘:rnmunit:ninn with the main office
British Steamer Detained. of the ring in San Francisco, and both
Feh. 20.—The British !hnw- fully described to the grand jury
Ping Chin Wang the methods by which they received
S bribes for thelr work,
Tao for Shanghal, !

arrived here today
The captaln reports tl
lon by the Russian ships and
| when seeking shelter in  the
of Port Arthur, and
| she was then ordered to Dalny, where
| she was detalned four days, in spite pert engineers to carry out the plans
|of the captain’s protest. The Russian for the enlargement of the state
gunboat Mandjur has not gone up the canals, authorized by the act of the
river to be dismantled, as reported.|legislature and ratified at the Novem-
She remains at Shanghal in deflance ber election.
of the orders of the Chinese officials | The plan contemplated the expendi-
to leave this port. [ture of $101,000,000 in the construc-
tion of a 1000-ton barge waterway.
State Engineer and Surveyor Bond
will be chalrman of the commission
jand will resign his state office to ac-
Japan Attacked the Russian Fleet Be. cept the position.

fore Relations Were Broken Off.

New York, Feb, 20—The Herald's |
8t. Petersburg correspondent cables| Paris, Feb. 19.—The hearing of the
as follows: “The fact ls now known case of the Republic of Colombia
to all foreign nations that, according agninst the Panama Canal Company,
to careful calculations made, allowing |In Which the former seeks to prohibit
for the difference in time, the torpedo |the Panama Canal Company from ced-
attack upon the ships at Port Arthur (Ing its property rights to a foreign
took place one hour before M. Kurino | ROVernment, to compel the company
called at the foreign office to announce |t0 admit the representatives of Co-

that diplomatic relations had been [lombia to its future meetings, was ad-
breken Do;,“a 5 journed today until March 9.

and Woodford D.
the general land

Harlan, clerks in
office, and Forest
Supervisor B, F. Allen, of California,
who were the principal witnessea
against the members of the ring, will

{port on his ingquiry now under way.

Shanghai,

| gteamer Hsli from

it she was fired |

Sort Will Name Canal Board Today.
orts |

outer | Albany, N. Y. Feb. 19.—Gove-nor
that :Udpll will nominate to the senate to-
[morrow an advisory board of five ex-

DID NOT WAIT FOR WAR NOTICE

Panama Canal Case Adjourned,

The first |

believed to |

| line of railway in
| simplify Admiral Alexieff's task.

| Port Arthur can be safely left to
{take care of itself, while with Harbin

of serious |
trouble over this matter is admitted |

| were returned today against Fred A. |
Benson, Henry R. lia-|

extensively all over the Paclfic Coast, |

It Is understod that William E. Valk |

[RUSSIA PLAYS EVEN/| \"otous TowAns auesses

Rlussia ls Finding Great Fault With
The Note of Sercetary Hay.

New York, Feb, 18.—The Herald
Jag the following from 8St. Peters-
burg:

At the foreign office here the Amerl-
can note continues Lo excite much an-
ger.  An influential member of the
Councll of the emplre sald:

“The American note s considered
in official circles as dealing with Man-
churia as well as the rest of China,
notwithstanding different Interpreta-
tions by the French and German press.
it Is hellgved, at any rate, that the
note has been issued to make Russia
belleve America wants to re-establish
Chinese soverelgnty there,

“It I8 considered as a measure of

intimidation, and an official Intima-
tion beforehand that the United
States, even after Russia’'s victory,

will strongly oppose our point of view
regarding Manchurla,

“If America steps into Japan's place
Russia cannot but adopt toward the
United Btates the very same firm but
conciliatory attitude which she has
shown toward Japan.”

ABANDONED TO ITS FATE.

Russians Will Not Attempt to Save
Port Arthur.

New York, Feb. 18.—The Sun's Lon-
don cable, dated February 17, says
Port Arthur Is to be left by Russia
Lo stand or fall by herself.

A dispatch to the Daily Mall from
St. Petersburg says that military eir-
cles recognize that relief from the
responsibility of maintaining the long
Manchuria will

eecurely garrisoned preparations may
| continue for gathering an overwhelm-
|ing force for a southward advance
:wbnu the weather is favorable.

The. World's comment on this is:
!The tone of the above cablegram In-
|dicates a plan of campaign on land.
[ At the beginning they boasted of Port
Arthur as Impregnable. The Rus-
;a:nns have determined to abandon the
| defease of the railway between Port
Arthur and Harbin.

-

TRY TO SEIZE RAILROAD.,

Japanese Attempt to Take Manchu-
rian Line Near Kinchau.

London, Feb, 18.—According to Port
Arthur advices received by the Lon-
don Times, a Japanese landing party
which attempted to seize the Man-
churian Rallway near Kinchau, was
driven off after severe fighting with
heavy loes.

That the battle was of a severe
character is indicated by the fact that
the Ruesian officials admit thelir loss
was not less than 70 killed. The Rus-
slans allege to have captured 150 Jap-
| Anese prisoners.

A report reached here last night
from both Tokio and Shanghal to the
effect that the Russian fleet, now at
Jiboutil at the end of the Red gea, and
which is declared to be preparing to
awalt the arrival of the rest ef the
Russian war fleet now em route from
home waters, will be bottled up there
by a Japanese flying squadron.

Fortification Appropriation Bill.
Washingtn, Feb. 18.—The fortifica-
tion appropriation bill was reported to
the house today from the appropria-
!tions committee. It carries a total ap-
| propriation of $7,222.292, which is less
by $447,2390 than was appropriated for

fortifications at the last session of
congress. The estimates on which
the bill is based aggregate $21,573.
| 297.

Severe Weather in East.

Baljimore, Feb. 18.—Today was one
of the severest of the winter. The

temporalure wWag Aas low as seven d(-‘-
grees above zero, and all day long a
gale blew through the ruins in the fire
district at a 40-mile gait, making the
conditions dangerous for all within
the lines. A number of tottering
walls were blown down and debris
gent flying In all directiens. The ex-
tremely cold weather had also the ef.
fect of freezing up the whole de-
vastated area, and most of the streets
are now covered to the depth of two
or three inches with ice.

Russians Increase Guard.

New York, Feb. 18.—~The Russian
authorities have taken every precau-
tion to protect the arsenal, cables the
Port Arthur correspendent of the

Herald. The usual guard of 500 men
has now been increased to 2000,

At Kinchow, Talienwan and Bld-
gevo, the forts and garrisons have
been replenished threefold,




