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Editor’s note: This is the first in 
a multi-part series about Yosuke 
“Frank” Matsuoka.

BY FINN J.D. JOHN

I
t may be true that the 
movement of a butterfly’s 
wings on one side of the 

world can seed a tornado on 
the other.

But whether that’s literally 
true or not, it certainly is figura-
tively true. And nowhere is it bet-
ter demonstrated than in the case 
of 1890s businessman and opium 
smuggler William Dunbar of 
Portland.

If we could take Dunbar out of 
the stream of history before about 
1890, we would derail events that 
led directly to Imperial Japan’s 
alliance with Nazi Germany in 
1940; to Japan’s attack on Pearl 
Harbor the following year; to 
the nuclear bombings of Hiro-
shima and Nagasaki in 1945; and 
(maybe) to the fact that the world 
did not end in a multi-gigaton 
thermonuclear fireball in late Oc-
tober 1962.

All this because, decades ear-
lier, an incompetent but politi-
cally well-connected drug smug-
gler in tiny, faraway Portland had 
taken a young Japanese boy into 
his household as a companion for 
his 14-year-old son.

That little boy’s name was 
Yosuke “Frank” Matsuoka, and 
he would grow up to be foreign 
minister of Imperial Japan and 
the chief architect of the Tripar-
tite Pact with Germany and Italy.

Yosuke Matsuoka was born in 
1880 in the village of Morozumi 
in Yamaguchi Prefecture. He was 
a son of a local shipping com-
pany owner. When he was very 
young, his father’s business col-
lapsed into bankruptcy after one 
of his ships sank, and his father 
died a broken man within a few 
years. Matsuoka spent most of his 
preteen years with his widowed 
mother in proud poverty.

In 1891, Matsuoka’s mother 
reluctantly agreed to let him ven-
ture overseas to do what he could 
to restore the family’s fortunes. So 
on Feb. 23, 1893, following some 
crash course English instruction, 
Matsuoka boarded the steamship 
Tacoma in Kobe, bound for Vic-
toria, British Columbia.

And about a month after he 
arrived, Matsuoka joined the 
Dunbar household.

William Dunbar was a wealthy 
widower, owner of Dunbar Pro-
duce and Grocery and Turner 
Flouring Mills, and co-owner of 
the Merchants Steamship Com-
pany. He had, by the way, been 
the first wheat merchant to open 
the trade in Oregon-grown soft 
white winter wheat with noodle 
manufacturers in China.

He was also a drug smuggler.
Under the cover of his politi-

cal connections with the Port of 
Portland’s chief customs inspec-
tor, James Lotan, he ran an indus-
trial-scale operation smuggling 
opium and illegal immigrants 
(mostly Chinese laborers) into 
British Columbia and then into 
Portland. He owned two full-size 
steamships, the Wilmington and 
the Haytian Republic, operating 
out of the Dunbar Produce and 
Grocery wharf just north of the 
Burnside Bridge in Portland’s old 
North End.

The steamships brought in 
groceries and produce from Van-
couver for sale through Dunbar’s 
wholesale grocery business. Of 
course, they also carried ship-
ments of Turner Mills wheat to 
customers in China. But after 
those ships had unloaded their 
cargo in Shanghai or Hong Kong, 
it must have seemed a real shame 
to just have them steam on back 
home empty. So on the return 
trips, Dunbar’s steamers took on 
passengers. Lots of passengers, 
most of them Chinese workers 
who each paid $125 to be smug-
gled into the United State.

And, of course, the ships also 
brought back opium by the ton. 
At one point they were supply-
ing the entire West Coast with 
the stuff.

The Wilmington and the Hay-
tian Republic kept this trade up 
for several years, starting in 1890 
or so. By 1893, when Matsuoka 
came on the scene, their oper-
ations were an open secret on 
the waterfront. Everyone pretty 

much knew what they were do-
ing. They had started unloading 
the passengers at sea onto small 
boats, and rolling the barrels full 
of opium overboard in a secluded 
stretch of the river before coming 
into port, to avoid being caught 
by the immigration and customs 
inspectors, who were among 
their first visitors when they ar-
rived.

This, then, was the “family 
business” that Matsuoka joined 
as a 12-year-old boy.

A gregarious and outgoing lad 
with a rapidly increasing fluency 
in English, he must have gotten 
to know many of Old Man Dun-
bar’s sketchy business associates, 
including notorious shanghaier 
Joseph “Bunco” Kelley and flam-
boyant Merchants Steamship co-
owner Nat Blum. He also proba-
bly learned a great deal about the 
opium trade. Opium, at the time, 
was legal, but taxed very heavily.

It was an idyllic life for Mat-
suoka, but it couldn’t last. Dun-
bar’s smuggling operations were 
too flagrant, and the underworld 
characters he had working for 
him were too unreliable. In De-
cember 1893, the boom came 
down.

Fifteen people were arrested 
on smuggling and human-traf-

ficking charges, including Dun-
bar and chief Port of Portland 
customs inspector James Lotan. 
Lotan, in addition to being cus-
toms inspector, was a very prom-
inent member of Portland’s busi-
ness elite and was the president of 
the Oregon Republican Party. His 
presence in the trial guaranteed a 
lot of media coverage.

In 1898, Matsuoka enrolled in 
the University of Oregon, pursu-
ing an undergraduate degree in 
law. After graduation, he spent 
some time trying to get admitted 
to an Ivy League graduate law 
school back east. If he’d been left 
to his own devices, he probably 
would have succeeded. But back 
in Japan his mother’s health was 
declining fast. So in 1902, he de-
cided it was time to return to his 
native land.

We’ll talk about Matsuoka’s 
early career in Japan in the next 
of this three-part series.
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An illustration of a group of smugglers bringing opium and illegal Chinese immigrants into Oregon, from a 

1889 issue of Portland-based magazine The West Shore.
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A newspaper drawing from the Portland Morning Oregonian published 

during the December 1893 trial of William Dunbar and his associates on 

opium smuggling charges. Coblenz was one of the customs inspectors 

working under James Lotan.

German Federal archive

Yosuke Matsuoka turns on the charm with Nazi officials Hans Lammers, 

Wilhelm Keitel, and Georg von Stahmer at the Japanese embassy in Ber-

lin on March 28, 1941. This was one of several trips Matsuoka made to 

Berlin as foreign minister to meet with Hitler and other Nazis.
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Yosuke Matsuoka was on the 

cover of Time Magazine for the 

July 7, 1941, issue.
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Worship Directory

Baptist

Highland Baptist Church 
3100 SW Highland Ave., 

Redmond 
541-548-4161 

Lead Pastor: Lance Logue  
  

Sunday Worship Services:  
Blended – 8 & 9:30 AM  
Contemporary – 11 AM  

(Worship Center)  
  

hbc Español - 10:30 am  
(Youth Room)  

*9:30 AM & 11 AM live-stream at: 
www.hbcredmond.org  

  
How can hbc pray for you? 
prayer@hbcredmond.org

Roman Catholic

St Thomas  
Roman Catholic Church 

1720 NW 19th Street 
Redmond, Oregon 97756 

541-923-3390 
  

Father Todd Unger, Pastor 
  

Mass Schedule:  
Weekdays 8:00 am 

  
Saturday Vigil 5:00 pm 

First Saturday 8:00 am (English) 
  

Sunday 8:00 am, 10:00 am 
(English) 

12:00 noon (Spanish) 
  

Confessions on Wednesdays 
From 4:00 to 5:45 pm and on  

Saturdays From 3:00 to 4:30 pm 

Classifieds
Classified Hours:  Monday - Friday, 10:00 am to 3:00 pm  

541-385-5809   •   classified@redmondspokesman.com
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100 NOTICES

158 Arts & Crafts Shows

27th Powell Butte Art & Craft 
Show 

December 3, 2022 10:00am-
4:00pm - Free Admission! 

Annual holiday show featuring
local artisans and unique hand-
made gifts including: watercolor
paintings and cards, warm fleece 
blankets, artist designed jewelry, 
custom made soaps and beauty 
products, two local authors and 
much more! Santa and Mrs. 
Claus will be here! A Donation
Soup Lunch will benefit Bright-
side Animal Center  
Powell Butte Community Center 
8404 SW Reif Road 
Jo Sticka, 541-480-5724 (text 
only)  

650 HELP WANTED

651 Help Wanted

Redmond Dog Walker Wanted, 3
days a week, $10 a walk for half
an hour. 458-899-2592 
REDMOND, OR 458-899-2592

700 LIVESTOCK/
ANIMALS/PETS

728 Dogs, Cats, Pets

Julian Mini Pigs !  Awesome pets.
Born 06/01.  Parents onsite, 4 
males: neutered, vet-checked, 
parents onsite, socialized with
dogs, kids.  
Redmond, OR 509-995-1522

728 Dogs, Cats, Pets

Aussiedoodle Puppies, Females,
two year health guarantee, vet 
check and first shots 
arenavalleyacres.com  
Parma, ID 208-602-2852

100 NOTICES

102 Public Notices

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF 
THE STATE OF OREGON 
FOR THE COUNTY OF  

DESCHUTES 
Probate Department 
In the Matter of the Estate of 
THOMAS S. PARKS, 
Deceased 
Case No. 21PB10813 
NOTICE TO INTERESTED 
PERSONS 
Notice is hereby given that
Melissa Ward has been ap-
pointed as the personal represen-
tative of said estate. All persons
having claims against the estate
are required to present them to 
the undersigned attorney for the 
personal representative at 530
Center St NE, Suite 730, Salem,
OR 97301, within four months
f h d f fi bli i f

102 Public Notices

after the date of first publication of 
this notice, or the claims may be 
barred. 
All persons whose rights may be
affected by the proceedings may
obtain information from the 
records of the Court, the personal 
representative, or the attorney for 
the personal representative. 
Dated and first published on  
November 12, 2022. 
Melissa Ward 
Personal Representative 
ATTORNEY FOR PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVE 
Maria Schmidlkofer, OSB No.
075169 
Schwabe, Williamson & Wyatt 
530 Center St NE, Suite 730 
Salem, OR 97301 
Telephone 503-540-4265 
Fax 503-796-2900 
Email mschmid@schwabe.com

DID YOU KNOW 
that not only does newspaper 

media reach a HUGE 
Audience, they also reach an 

ENGAGED AUDIENCE.

Discover the Power of 
Newspaper Advertising  

in five states -  
AK, ID, MT, OR & WA.

For a free brochure  
call 916-288-6011  

or email  
cecelia@cnpa.com
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