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There were similarities and marked 

differences between the candidates at 
the first public forum Tuesday for Ore-
gon House District 53.

Hosted by the Greater Bend Rotary 
Club, Republican newcomer Michael 
Sipe and Democratic contender Em-
erson Levy squared off over the usual 
thorny issues facing Oregon voters. 
(Sipe is a member of the club).

Topics ranged from public safety, 
housing, abortion rights and voting 
rights to sales tax, universal health care 
and drug enforcement.

The district is currently represented 
by Rep. Jack Zika, R-Redmond, who 
announced in November he wasn’t run-
ning for a third term. Prior to redistrict-
ing, the district surrounded Bend as a 
sort of doughnut and included Sunriver. 
Now it has moved further north and in-
cludes portions of Bend, Sisters, Tumalo 
and half of Redmond. The newly drawn 
district has also gone from a Republican 
tilt to leaning Democratic.

Sipe, 67, is a former Army Ranger 
captain who works in business merg-
ers and acquisitions and is a consultant 

for CEOs. What motivated him to run 
was the desire to curb taxes on small 
business, law-and-order issues and the 
need to restore balance of power at the 
state level.

“We have three women and one guy” 
running the state, he said. “Gov. Kate 
Brown, House Speaker Tina Kotek, for-
mer state Sen. Betsy Johnson and Sen-
ate President Peter Courtney.” Kotek is 
the Democratic nominee for governor, 
and Johnson is seeking to get on the 
ballot as an unaffiliated candidate for 
governor.

Public safety, inflation, education and 

a common-sense approach to legislat-
ing are some of his priorities, he told the 
gathering of about 60 people Tuesday.

Emerson, 37, is a renewable energy 
attorney, vice-chair of the Deschutes 
Democratic Party and a volunteer on 
Oregon’s Task Force for School Safety.

“School safety is my number one pri-
ority. Keeping our children safe from 
harm is important to me,” she said. Levy 
worked with state Rep. Courtney Neron 
on a school safety bill modeled on Alys-
sa’s Law, which was developed by a fam-
ily of a Parkland, Florida, shooting vic-
tim. It is designed to improve response 
times in school emergencies.

“I am optimistic about our govern-
ment, that the best days are ahead of 
us,” she said. She added that she believes 
that government does work for the bet-
ter good. As an example, she noted, “As 
someone whose mother suffered from 
mental illness when I was young, I was 
able to use a federal Pell grant to go to 
college and then graduate law school.”

Both agreed that climate change is 
real, but with varying degrees. Emerson 
emphasized the need to move toward 
renewable energy while Sipe said, “We 
need to be deliberate about how we 

proceed. There are always unintended 
consequences when it comes to climate 
change. I don’t believe that in Central 
Oregon, the diesel farm tractors in the 
field are causing climate change.”

On abortion rights, Sipe said that the 
issue is pretty well settled in Oregon.

The right to access abortions has 
been codified in Oregon law since 2017.

“I’m pro-life, pro-woman, pro-child,” 
Sipe said. He suggested more should be 
done to help the foster care and child 
adoption systems. “I don’t think abor-
tions should be taxpayer funded.”

Emerson responded simply with, 
“I trust women to make their own 
choices.”

On allowing noncitizens the right to 
vote, which Multnomah County is con-
sidering in a county charter proposal, 
Emerson admitted she was not well 
versed on the issue, but coming from a 
family of Jewish immigrants, she hoped 
the country could move away from an 
“us versus them” attitude.

Sipe said that immigration is a federal 
issue. He prefers that immigrants learn 
what it means to be a citizen as the path 
to citizenship and being allowed to vote.

When asked of a public figure they 

most admired, Emerson responded, 
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zel-
enskyy for his fortitude and Sipe re-
sponded Ben Carson, former secretary 
of Housing and Urban Development, 
for the way he articulates his faith and 
knowledge of science.

On a proposed sales tax for Oregon, 
Levy said that any such tax is regressive, 
hurting the lowest income earners the 
most. Sipe also opposes a sales tax and 
called for eliminating the Corporate Ac-
tivities Tax, which mostly hurts small 
businesses with seven to 10 employees, 
he said.

Both do not believe that there should 
be a universal health care plan for Ore-
gonians.

“There are too many self-insured 
plans in Oregon to be covered by a fed-
eral law,” Levy said.

“I’m a capitalist, not a socialist, and I 
think a centralized health care plan by 
the state would be a disaster,” Sipe said.

Both also agreed that Measure 110, 
the law that eased punishments for drug 
possession in exchange for better drug 
treatment, has failed to work in Oregon.
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House candidates hoping to represent 
much of Redmond face off in forum
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Democrat Emerson Levy, left, and Repub-

lican Michael Sipe. The two are running 

for state House District 53.

Spokesman staff
The median marketing time 

for a single-family home in Red-
mond increased from less than 
a week to 10 days in July, double 
what it was in May when it took 
five days to sell a home, accord-
ing to the monthly real estate 
report.

What’s more, about two 
months worth of homes are on 
the market now, according to 
the monthly Beacon Report, 
which is produced by the Bea-
con Appraisal Group in Red-
mond. Still supply remains 
low, indicating that there’s am-
ple demand for the inventory 
available, according to the re-
port.

The Beacon Report uses the 
median sales price, which is the 
midpoint value of all transac-
tions in a month.

In Redmond, the median 
price of a single family home 
dipped slightly to $505,000 in 
July, compared to $530,000 in 
June, according to the report. 
The bulk of the sales in Red-
mond in July were conventional 
mortgages, compared to 16 

were all cash sales.
The median sales price of a 

Sisters single family home was 
$623,000, compared to $690,000 
in June, according to the report.

In July the median sales price 
of a single family home in Bend 
was $762,000, about the same 
as it was in April, according to 
the report. About 50 of the sales 
in Bend were cash buyers and 

115 were conventional loans, ac-
cording to the report.

In Sunriver the median sales 
price of a single family home 
was $975,000, down $90,000 
from June, according to the 
monthly report.

And in La Pine, the median 
sales price of a single family 
home was $470,000 in July, 
compared to $460,000 in June.

Area home sales swell 
to a 2-month supply

John Bazemore/ap file

In this Feb. 18, 2021, file photo, a new home is for sale in Madison, 

Georgia.
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West Nile virus, which was 

recently detected for the first 
time in 2022 in mosquitoes in 
Baker County, has been con-
firmed in two more batches of 
mosquitoes.

The two latest positive tests, 
like the first, were in mosqui-
toes trapped in the Keating 
Valley about 15 miles east of 
Baker City, according to the 
Baker Valley Vector Control 
District.

That 200,000-acre area in-
cludes most of Baker, Keating 
and Bowen valleys.

The first batch of infected 
mosquitoes was trapped on 
July 28, and test results from a 
lab at Oregon State University 
were done on Aug. 4.

The two more recent cases 
were in mosquitoes from a dif-
ferent, but nearby, trap, said 
Matt Hutchinson, who man-
ages the vector control district. 
Those mosquitoes were trapped 
on Aug. 5, and the test results 
arrived late on Tuesday, Aug. 9.

There have been no con-
firmed cases of the virus in 
other animals. Mosquitoes can 
transmit the virus to people, 
horses and other animals.

West Nile virus has been de-
tected in mosquitoes in Baker 
County in all but two years 
(2018 and 2020) over the past 
decade.

West Nile virus detected in two more 
groups of Eastern Oregon mosquitoes

michelle gabel/mgabel@syracuse.com-TnS

Mosquitoes can transmit West Nile virus to humans.

Virus confirmed in tests 
from Baker County insects

Worship Directory

Adventist

Seventh Day Adventist 

945 W. Glacier Ave.,  

Redmond, OR 

 

541-923-0301 

 

Sabbath School 9:30 am 

Worship 10:45 am

Baptist

Highland Baptist Church 

3100 SW Highland Ave., 

Redmond 

541-548-4161 

Lead Pastor: Lance Logue  

  

Sunday Worship Services:  

Blended – 8 & 9:30 AM  

Contemporary – 11 AM  

(Worship Center)  

  

hbc Español - 10:30 am  

(Youth Room)  

*9:30 AM & 11 AM live-

stream at: 

www.hbcredmond.org  

  

How can hbc pray for you? 

prayer@hbcredmond.org 

Roman Catholic

St Thomas Roman Catholic 
Church 

1720 NW 19th Street 

Redmond, Oregon 97756 

541-923-3390 

  

Father Todd Unger, Pastor 

  

Mass Schedule:  

Weekdays 8:00 am 

  

Saturday Vigil 5:00 pm 

First Saturday 8:00 am (English) 

  

Sunday 8:00 am, 10:00 am 

(English) 

12:00 noon (Spanish) 

  

Confessions on Wednesdays 

From 4:00 to 5:45 pm and on  

Saturdays From 3:00 to 4:30 pm 

Advertise your worship  
listing today!

New advertisers  

get 2 weeks free. 

Call 541-617-7823 

to place your ad today!
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Adventist

Baptist
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Classified Hours: Monday - Friday, 10:00 am to 3:00 pm 
541-385-5809 ■ classified@redrnondspokesman.conn

100 NOTICES

105 Lost & Found
found pistols Sig Colt Dave Col
well 2910 sw lava ave redmond 
claim 11-4-22 
bend, OR (541 )633-7255

CLASSIFIEDS
Search the area’s most 
comprehensive listing 

of classified advertising. 
Real estate to automotive, 

merchandise to 
sporting goods.

Call 541-385-5809

200 TRUCKS/AUTOS

219 ATV’s/Motorcycle
2017 Harley Sportster 883 Iron, 
Only 154 Miles, S6995 O.B.O., 
541-548-7171 OCR, Can Text 
Pics

650 HELP WANTED

651 Help Wanted

APPLY TODAY!

Exciting Job Fighting Forest 
Fires! We have crews 
Nationwide working hard. 
Join ourTeam,Travel, and 
help us make a difference! 
Apply online at: 
https ://pa trick, hi rinaplat- 
form.com/llst/careers

651 Help Wanted

Attention
Tile setters helper wanted. No 
experience needed, some 
heavy lifting, must have a valid 
drivers license. Full time\ start
ing pay $18.00 per hour 
BEND, OREGON (541)419- 
1122

GOT AN OLDER CAR?
Donate it to the 

Humane Society. 
1-866-270-1180

660 SERVICES

664 Services

Advanced Commercial 
Cleaning

We clean offices, schools, restau
rants, retail stores, buildings, 
bathrooms, floors, construction 
sites, VRBO check in and outs

We have available cleaners in 
Bend, Redmond, Sisters and 
Sun river.

Please call us fora FREE quote.

Bend, Oregon {541)749-8974

860 EQUIPMENT 
& TOOLS

866 Medical Equipment/ 
Supply

Therapeutic Treadmill For Sale: 
comes with railing, seldom used. 
S250.0.B.O. Call 541-771-2756.

100 NOTICES

102 Public Notices
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR 

THE STATE OF OREGON 
FOR THE COUNTY OF 

DESCHUTES 
PROBATE DEPARTMENT 
IN THE MATTER OFTHE 

ESTATE OF 
Case No. 22PB07031 

COLLIN C. DAY, 
NOTICE TO INTERESTED 

PERSONS 
Deceased. Notice is hereby given 
that David R. Potter was ap
pointed as the Personal Repre
sentative of said Estate on August 
9, 2022. The above-named dece
dent died on July 5, 2022 at St. 
Charles Medical Center 1253 N 
Cana! Boulevard. Redmond, OR 
97756, Deschutes County, Ore
gon. Decedent died testate; there
fore, decedent’s Will has been 
admitted to probate. All persons 
having claims against said estate 
are hereby required to present the 
same, with proper vouchers, 
within four (4) months after the 
date of first publication of this No
tice, as stated below, to the Per
sona] Representative at: David R. 
Potter, c/o DONALD V. REEDER. 
LLC, Attorney at Law, 35 SE C 
Street, Suite E Madras, Oregon 
97741, or they may be barred. All 
persons whose rights may be af
fected by the proceedings in this 
estate may obtain additional infor
mation from the records of the 
Court, the Personal Representa
tive, or the attorney for the Per
sonal Representative.
Dated and first Published: August 
16, 2022
Is/ Donald V. Reeder Attorney for 
Personal Representative David R. 
Potter Personal Representative 
DONALD V. REEDER, OSB 
#810196 Attorney for Personal 
Representative 35 SE C Street, 
Suite E, Madras, OR 97741 (541) 
475-2272; Fax: (541) 615-9318 
gsr.dvr@gmail.com

Find exactly what you 
are looking for in the 

CLASSIFIEDS

Puzzle Solutions
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Answer: Chris Hemsworth

WORD SCRAMBLE
Answer: Ball
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Answers: tee 8, clubs C. course D. handicap


