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As pandemic
winds down,
downtown
businesses
bounce back

BY LEO BAUDHUIN
Redmond Spokesman

After a couple years of so-
cial distancing, mask man-
dates and other COVID-19
regulations, Redmond’s down-
town is bustling and open for
business.

A handful of new busi-
nesses are taking the opportu-
nity to establish themselves in
the community as foot traftic
and indoor dining return.

Redmond economic devel-
opment and urban renewal
manager Chuck Arnold said
the city lost its fair share of
businesses to the pandemic,
both due to a lack of custom-
ers and a change in attitude
among entrepreneurs.

“This happened all over the
world,” he said. “ (It was) an op-
portunity to assess: Is this ex-
actly what I want to be doing?”

For some people, that an-
swer was no. But those deci-
sions offered opportunities for
a new generation of business
owners.

“Conversely, you had a large
group of people that said, ‘T
don't really want to work for
somebody else anymore,” Ar-
nold said. “Now’s the time for
me to pursue my dream.”

From food carts to store-
fronts, they did. The new
downtown businesses include
bars and community spaces
like Ottos Landing and retail
spots like the kitchen store
Arome.
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producer Expion360 Inc. has unveiled  lithium batteries in the U.S. gives him
plans for a $450 million facility to be a tighter grip on the lithium cell sup-
built close to the company’s current ply chain, heading off bottlenecks and
headquarters on the southern outskirts ~ delays associated with overseas pro-
of the city. It's a big bet for a small com-  duction.
pany but one that could pay large div- “The focus of our company is to
idends to Central Oregon in the form  control our supply chain vertically,
of jobs and taxes. said Yozamp, who previously founded
Expion360 plans to produce 250,000  Zamp Solar, a Bend-based company
t0 500,000 lithium cells a dayand oc-  that builds portable solar panels for
cupy a roughly 100-acre campus, ac- RVs and outdoor recreational use.
cording to company founder John The proposed facility would also
Yozamp. Plans remain tentative as Ex-  take a sizable footprint in the city. At
pion360 has yet to purchase theland it one million square feet, the new build-
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