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Redmond man gets prison in fatal car wreck

BY GARRETT ANDREWS
The Bulletin

Over three police interviews,
Devin Lee Cooper blamed ev-
eryone but himself for causing
the 2019 wreck on U.S. High-
way 97 that claimed the life of
19-year-old Sara Ann Edwards
of Redmond.

He blamed the drivers he said
never yield to people from his
neighborhood.

He blamed the driver of the
concrete truck who struck Ed-
wards’ vehicle.

He even blamed Edwards
herself, telling police she was

“probably putting on makeup’
at the time.

But on Wednesday in De-
schutes County Circuit Court,
Cooper, 43, struck a different
tone at his sentencing hearing,
tearfully asking Edwards’ family
for forgiveness.

“Tm sorry for the loss of your
daughter. I wish I could give you
answers. I wish I could give you
your daughter back, and that
will never be able to happen.

I know how much that must
hurt,” he said.

Cooper, who had no prior
criminal record, pleaded guilty
last month to one count of crim-
inally negligent homicide, for
which he will serve 18 months
with the Department of Cor-
rections, and his driver’ license
will be revoked for life. Cooper
relocated since the crash from
Redmond to Island City in East-
ern Oregon.
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“There are no words that will
adequately express the depth of
pain from the loss of sweet Sara,”
said Edwards mother, Shauna
Silveira. “Our family is forever
shattered. The brokenness will
be with us the rest of our lives”

It was early on the morning
of March 21, 2019. The
sun was not yet up and
it was cold and High-
way 97 was slightly wet,
though it was not rain-
ing, according to De-
schutes County Dep-
uty District Attorney
Andrew Steiner, who
represented the state in
the case.

The three drivers involved in
the crash were each heading to
work. One was Edwards, driving
from her home in Redmond to
her job as a fashion merchan-
diser at the Bend J.C. Penney, a
position she was “fiercely” proud
of, according to her obituary.

Driving a Mack concrete
truck in the opposite direction
was Michael Cucera, 36. The
other driver, Cooper, resided
just south of Redmond in the
Desert Terrace Mobile Estates
on the highway’s west side.

Prosecutors said Cooper
pulled partially into the south-
bound slow lane, causing Ed-
wards to swerve to avoid him.

Crash reconstruction analy-
sis shows Edwards swerved left
to avoid Cooper; then overcor-
rected, lost control and went
into a fishtail. Her vehicle veered

Cooper

left, crossing all lanes of traffic.

She was hit head-on by
Cuceras truck and died in-
stantly.

“Her car was mangled be-
yond recognition,” Steiner said.
“It was draped hundreds of feet”

A witness driving behind
Edwards reported to
police she was driving
close to the 65-mph
speed limit at the time.
The same witness saw
Cooper pull over far-
ther down the highway,
then drive off.

Police searched for
weeks for the other
driver. One week after the crash,
officers interviewed residents of
Desert Terrace Mobile Estates,
including Cooper, who lied
about knowing nothing about
the wreck, Steiner said. Without
being asked, Cooper reportedly
said, “You know; the real prob-
lem here is that people on this
highway don' yield to us when
we come out of this neighbor-
hood”

Police were eventually di-
rected to an anonymous com-
ment on the website of a local
television station . “T know who
did it,” a woman wrote.

Police identified the com-
menter, and it was revealed she
was a friend of Cooper’s wife.

Cooper and his wife were in-
terviewed by police separately.

“He again emphasized that
the problem was people weren't
yielding to people from his

neighborhood who pulled out;”
Steiner said. “His story was just
demonstrably false”

Five months later, a grand
jury charged Cooper with sec-
ond-degree manslaughter.

Cucera suffered a concussion
in the wreck that kept him out
of work for a year. The father
of three wrote in a victim im-
pact statement that he’s haunted
by nightmares of the crash and
months of counseling have only
scratched the surface.

“I'see headlights and hear
screeching. I do what I can to
maintain control of the vehicle
after the windshield explodes in
my face on impact. I'm trapped
in my vehicle and and I crawl
out and look for the other
driver;” Cucera wrote. “That’s
usually the point that I wake up?”

Wednesday’s hearing was
heavily emotional despite the
participants appearing by video
from separate locations due to
COVID-19 protocols.

Edwards’ parents and two
older brothers described the
horror they've lived with for the
past two years.

Her brother Kyle LaRue asked
Cooper to live the rest of his life
“for others”

“Td be lying if I said I've
learned to forgive you. I haven't
even tried that hard,” he said.
“Tll be spending the rest of my
life trying to not let this rage and
grief and despair destroy me”

W Reporter: 541-383-0325,
gandrews@bendbulletin.com

Panthers thump Lava Bears in football matchup

Bulletin staff report

It was a dominant perfor-
mance in all phases in Red-
mond’s 35-0 win over Bend
High in the most recent rendi-
tion of Central Oregon's oldest
football rivalry Saturday after-
noon.

“We felt like we had a good
plan going into it, our kids exe-
cuted it out of this world,” said
Redmond coach Seth Wom-
ack. “I'm proud of them, they
did everything we asked of
them and then some”

Although only going into the
half up 13-0, Womack had a
sense his tean’s offense would
break through in the second
half. After all, the Panthers
racked up over 60 offensive
plays in the opening half.

“We wanted to go as fast as
we could, we just didn’t score,”
said the second-year Redmond
coach. “We did wear them
out a little bit and were able to
move the ball on them”

The second half, after a Lava
Bear turnover, the Panthers
pulled away for good.

There was no stopping se-
nior Redmond running back
Austin Carter, who finished
with 173 yards rushing, 38 re-
ceiving yards and three touch-
downs. Senior Kole Davis and
sophomore Dylan Lee also
found the end zone for the
Panthers

“80% of yardage after con-
tact, Womack said of Carter.
“He is a different kind of guy”

Although the offense scored
35 points, a simple field goal
would have been enough to
beat the Lava Bears, who were
kept off the scoreboard. Quar-

terback Steve Castillo finished
with 89 yards passing while
running back RJ Jones led the
team with 52 yards rushing.
Without running back Nate
Denney — last season’s Moun-
tain Valley Conference Offen-
sive Player of the Year and Yale

football commit from a year

who transferred to play his

senior season in Texas — the

Lava Bears struggled to find

a rhythm offensively. Gaining

only 157 yards of total offense.
But Redmond came up with

a solid plan to handle the tricky

WORSHIP DIRECTORY

Assembly of God

Redmond Assembly of God
1865 W Antler ¢ Redmond
541-548-4555

SUNDAYS
9:00 & 10:30 a.m.-Morning Worship
6 p.m.-Evening Gathering
Youth-Senior High

TUESDAYS
7 p.m.—Celebrate Recovery
Celebration Place the Landing

WEDNESDAYS
6:30 p.m.-Worship Service
Adult Classes
KidzLIVE-WNL
Youth-Middle School

Pastor Duane Pippitt
www.redmondag.com

Baptist

Highland Baptist Church
3100 SW Highland Ave., Redmond
541-548-4161
Barry Campbell, Lead Pastor

Sunday gathering times:
9AM Blended,
10:30AM Contemporary,
6PM Acoustic

How can hbc pray for you?
prayer@hbcredmond.org

For the most current information
for Bible study and worship:
www.hbcredmond.org

Non-Denominational

Seventh Day Adventist
945 W. Glacier Ave.,
Redmond, OR

541-923-0301

Sabbath School 9:30 am
Worship 10:45 am

Roman Catholic

St Thomas Roman Catholic
Church
1720 NW 19th Street
Redmond, Oregon 97756
541-923-3390

Father Todd Unger, Pastor

Mass Schedule:
Weekdays 8:00 am
(Except Wednesdays)
Wednesday 6:00 pm

Saturday Vigil 5:00 pm
First Saturday 8:00 am (English)

Sunday 8:00 am, 10:00 am (English)
12:00 noon (Spanish)

Confessions on Wednesdays
From 5:00 to 5:45 pm and on
Saturdays From 3:00 to 4:30 pm

Advertise your
worship listing today!
New advertisers get 2 weeks free.
Call Rachel Liening
at 541-617-7823
to place your ad today!

X

Partners In Care

Community Education— A Virtual Presentation

The Resolution Diamond: Trauma-Informed Practices for Palliative Care

The Resolution Diamond incorporates neurobiology, Adverse Childhood
Experiences, resilience theory, Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs, and Joseph
Campbell’s Hero’s Journey - creating a map for navigating the human experience.
In this one hour workshop participants will gain: A foundational understanding
of the N.E.A.R science of trauma-informed care, resources for providers and
patients, and practical applications to help us move from fear to trust.
Presented by Elizabeth Bouvier-Fitzgerald, LPC.

March 19
Friday
noon-1pm

Open to the community at no cost!
RSVP through communityevents@partnersbend.org
and a Zoom registration will be emailed to you.

(541) 382-5882 PartnersBend.org

Hospice | Home Health | Hospice House | Transitions | Palliative Care | Grief Support

Lava Bear offense that is tough
to plan for because of the use
of backfield motion.

“Coach (Gene) Dale put
together a really great defen-
sive game plan,” said Womack.
“Bend is no picnic to defend”

3 SHOWS

Presented by @ LEUPDLD@

WE'VE WORKED HARD TO BRING
THESE SHOWS TO YOU AND WE
SAFETY.

ARE COMMITTED TO .
PLERSE HELP US SUCCEED.

OUTDOOR
COOKING
COMPETITION

First ever! Awarding-winning

competitors are willing to share their secrets.

OUTDOOR
ADVENTURE THERTER

Daily limited seminars on hunting, fishing and outdoor

education.

CENTRAL OREGON

COMMUNITY CREDIT UNION

First Interstate

March 11-14

¢/ New, used and consignments
v Local dealers

v Biggest selection of fishing,
canoes, kayaks, rafts, pontoons,
ski and wakeboards

+ Boat repair, upholstery and service

Qualified borrowers only. Membership requirements appl
rates 4.99% - 1814%aynd Boat ratesp q9% 49gp¥7

TICKETED
TIMED ENTRY

MARINE DEALERS

Deschutes County Fair & Expo Center

Special show rate discount of .25% APR available to borrowers with credit score of 680 and above. Range of regular RV
APR based on redit qualifications repayment period, vehicle age, loan-to-value, automatic payments, and eStatement
enrollment. Other restrictions may apply. Offersubjecttochangeatanytlme without notice. See SELCO for details.

PET OF THE WEEK

Submitted photo

Bailey

Meet Bailey, a two year old bulldog and Great
Pyrenees mix. She was surrendered to the shelter
and is looking for a new home. She is a friendly
gir] but may need some time to warm up to new
people. She enjoys attention and is a good walker.
Her ideal home is one where she can be the only
pet with a person or two to treat her as a queen.
For more info, call BrightSide Animal Center at
541-923-0882.

WESLEY

FINANCIAL GROUP, LLC

Timeshare Cancellation

Get your free information kit
and see if you qualify:

855-385-4473

FOR THE PRICE OF ONE

One Admission = Same Location = free Parking

536

MARCH 11-14, 2021

First Interstate Bank Genter and Deschutes
Gounty Fair & Expo Center = Redmond, Oregon

33
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MULTIPLE HAND
SANITIZING
STATIONS

MANDATORY FRCE i o M SOCIAL
PROTECTION H w'—** DISTANCING

OREGON BOW HUNTER
ARCHERY SHOOT
THE BEST OF THE WEST
HEAD & HORNS
OFFICIAL FINANCIAL
mMPETm"N NSTITUTION 575
@ LuroLs. ﬁﬁmam Mﬁ ecial show financing. e
X enJoy A BEER ano BRAT ar
52 ewvern SN mE SPI]RTSMEN'S LOUNGE

MUZZY  Rage

CENTRAL OREGON

RV DEALERS
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First Interstate Bank Center and
Deschutes County Fair & Expo

Bank Center and

March 11-14

¢ New & used Motorhomes, fifth-
wheels, travel and tent trailers,
truck campers

¢ Qargo trailers, trucks,
toy haulers and ATVs

¢ Local dealers = local service

Don't let this one gezf away!™

SHOW HOURS

12 p.m. - 8 p.m.
0am.- 8p.m.

10 am.- 4pm. $ Plus oredit and service fees

For tickets, attractions, show info and daily seminar schedule go to

ONLINE TICKET SALES ONLY
FREE PARKING

THESPORTSHOWS.COM

3 /thesportshows




