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FLASHBACK

Record fire season seen in 1970, and Oregon
moves to s1ngle—party phone lines in 1996

100 years ago

Jan. 13,1921 — Merchant
Club Organized for Redmond

Fifteen Redmond merchants
meeting last night at the Hotel
with Edward A. MacLean, sec-
retary of the Oregon Retailers’
Association, formed the Red-
mond Merchants’ association
with J.R. Roberts, president, and
George Gates, vice president.

Following an address on the
purposes of the retailers associ-
ation, the newly organized as-
sociation here voted to join the
state organization.

The principal advantages
gained through merchants’ asso-
ciation work is protection from
the habitual “dead beat;” and co-
operation between retailers in
buying toward lowing the cost
to the retailer and consumer.
MacLean said that the people of
Oregon, as had the people ev-
erywhere, gained the impression
that all merchants were guilty of
profiteering during the war and
since, which, he declared, was
not the truth except in isolated
instances. An important work
now will be the education of the
public to the facts of the retail
business so they could better un-
derstand the reason for prices
charged over the counter, he said.

Plans were laid to extend the
organization here to include
all firms and professional men
interested in credits. Those at-
tending the meeting last night
were: T.J. Quigley, WH. Wilson,
W.H. Hobbs, B.A. Kendall, J.R.
Roberts, A. Munz, J.O. Houk,
Samuel Andrews, Mrs. Warren
Smith, Mrs. Andrews, George F.
Gates, C.H. Irvin, ].B. Roe, E.C.
Parker and A.H. Tifft.

Bend has had a merchants’
association for more than a
year. Prineville formed a simi-
lar organization a week ago and
voted yesterday to join the state
association, MacLean said.

75 years ago

Jan. 17,1946 — Tom McCall,
Ship’s Correspondent, Home,
Saw Action in Okinawa Battle

Return to the States of Tom
McCall, son of Mr. and Mrs.
Henry McCall, of Crooked river,
was the topic of “Greg’s Gos-
sip;” sports column written by
L.H. Gregory, in last Saturday’s
Portland Oregonian. McCall, a
graduate from Redmond union
high school and University of
Oregon, was a member of the
Oregonian staff when he joined
the navy. He will be here soon
to visit his parents and to attend
the marriage of his sister, Miss
Bebs McCall, and Capt. George
Chamberlain of Portland.

Gregory, Oregonian sports
editor, says: “Our tall friend,
Tom McCall, is back from the
navy wearing the crow of a spe-
cialist (X) 2/c, but with an odd
un-navy-like stoop that requires
explanation. He was six months
on the cruiser St. Louis as navy
combat correspondent and ac-
quired the stoop his second day
aboard. Tom underestimated
the height of the ‘tween-decks
spacing and got cooled off with
a couple of awful bumps on the
head from moving around at
his full height. He had to adopt
a stoop in self-protection, which
has now become second nature.

“Tom finds himself con-
fronted with an odd problem
on return to civilian life. He’s
one of the liveliest sports writers
we have known, but got drafted
by radio from The Oregonian's
writing end a few months be-
fore his service draft came up.
The radio people, paying no at-
tention to his indignant protest,
dropped his cosy first name of
Tom, which they averred had no
glamor appeal, to bill him un-
der his middle name of Lawson.
But now, on returning from the
war, he wants to be plain Tom
McCall and forget that Lawson
business, and a fearful knock-
down and dragout about it
probably is in the making.

“Tom saw lots of action for
one not entering the service un-
til late 1944. The St. Louis was
in the Okinawa area through-
out that hard battle and broke
an American and world’s naval
record by firing 27,000 rounds
of five and six-inch stuff in 61
days. In that period she also
shot down nine Japanese kami-
kaze plans, from five miles to 25
feet away, with Tom at the loud

speaker on the bridge giving
the news to the ships company
as it happened. He also got up
a sort of informal ship’s daily
talk, with world news picked up
from short wave radio mixed
with locals about the crew; and
says the most popular items

of all were on sports. He also
wrote around 600 news stories
as ship’s correspondent, so kept
fairly busy for a tall man.

“The St. Louis bucked two ty-
phoons and escaped another by
running from it, and one of the
two was that big typhoon off
Okinawa. Tom had his sealegs
by then, and the terrific pitch-
ing didn't give him the slightest
tummy qualm, but he stresses
that he can think of much hap-
pier experiences.

“Incidentally, the jolly old
navy which usually is so quick
to pick up an odd sounding
name that the owner thereof
never used in real life, had
much more mercy on Tom than
radio did and kindly did not
call him Lawson. He was Tom
in the service or “Mac,” which
as a sort of generic name for all
sailors pretty much replaced in
the present world war the “gob”
or “Jack” of the first world war.
However, in his case it was not
generic, but specifically “Mc”
rather than “Mac;” in honor of
his name of McCall.

50 years ago

Jan. 13,1971 —AIlIRAC
units surpass fire fighting re-
cords

The 1970 fire season was the
busiest encountered since Red-
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Spokesman file photo
While Redmond volunteer firemen battled smoldering timbers and
insulation on the east side of Fred Hodecker’s potato cellar last week
(above), smoke was pouring from the west end of the building (below).
The blaze, which was started when a portable oil space heater ignited a
nearby tarp, caused an estimated $500 damage in 1971.

mond Air Center was activated
in 1964. All subunits recorded
more fire activity than during any
previous year, responding to calls
throughout the West, including
Deschutes National Forest, which
experienced the greatest number
of blazes ever recorded, but suf-
fered only 65 acres of burn.

The fire season was kicked
off with four jumpers being
dropped on Deschutes on June
1. Later the same day, three of
the same four men jumped
another man-caused fire on
the Ochoco. The experienced
jumper started arriving that
week and th4e fire season
swung into high gear. By the
following Monday, 19 fires had
been manned.

This year Tom Bowen was
temporarily assigned the “Hot
Seat” behind the dispatcher’s
console.

The jumper unit command
changed only slightly from the
previous year in that Jim Hawes
became the newest squad-

leader. Hal Weinmann and
Tony Percival were foremen;
Skinny Beals, Pat McCauley,
Dave Wood, Dave Laws, and Ed
Weissenback were squadlead-
ers, Bill Hollowell replaced Ed
after Eds injury on the Umpqua
during that first wild week.

The rest of the men had ar-
rived by the 15th of June, bring-
ing the total smoke jumper per-
sonnel to 45.

The fire season continued
to be busy and unpredictable
throughout the summer. A re-
cord fire year for RAC jumpers
(195 fires for 642 jumps) with the
Deschutes recording the highest
usage (75 fires and 198 jumps).
This year the Deschutes had 315
fires and a total burned acreage
of 65 acres. Any records estab-
lished in Central Oregon were
quickly overshadowed by the
northern Washington fires that
finally burned over 150,000 acres.

Most of the RAC jumpers re-
ceived fire jumps in the Okano-
gan or Wenatchee forests and a
record number of “War Stories,”
were returned to RAC.

The Deschutes inter-regional
crew, under the leadership of
Wayne Linville and squad bosses
Joe Metts, Tom Holechek, and
Tiny Brown, had a record season
also, starting on July 6 with the
Cottonwood fire on the Tonto
in Arizona, then back to Region
6 where 20 days straight were
spent on fires. A short rest at
RAC and off they were again to
the Deschutes, then the Modoc
in California. A three day break
and on August 18 the previous
20 sustained day record was
shattered when the crew went
to Wyoming and directly from
there to the Entiat fire in north-
ern Washington, logging 24 days
straight of fire duty.

The inter-regional crew spent
51 of the 90 days season on
fires, receiving many compli-
ments on their fine work.

The regional fire cache under
the direction of Don Waterbury,
regional warehouseman; Carl
Rader, assistant warehouseman,
and Betty Dalrymple, stock han-
dler, established a new record in
fire equipment shipments.

The previous record year was
1960, when the regional fire
cache handled and stored all the
sacked retardants for Region
6. Although the total weight
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Your support makes a difference!

Redmond: 541-548-3049
Day Respite and Support Groups
www.thelmasplace.org

Ways you
can support
Thelma’s Place:
« Vehicle donations
« Cash donations
o Sponsorships
« Volunteer
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of shipments for 1960 was
higher, the actual fire equip-
ment shipped was lower than
this year. The shift since then to
liquid retardants has eliminated
the storage of sacked retardants.

During the 1970 season,

608 individual shipments were
dispatched, totaling 2,517,733
pounds. This total represents
the entire stock of the fire cache
shipped out more than five
times.

The bad fire season of 1967
only required the warehouse to
ship 1,333,115 pounds of fire
gear.

The 1970 fire season was the
first time that anything other
than incidental use was made
of aircraft in transporting fire
cache equipment. Aircraft as
large as C-119 (Flying box-
cars) capable of hauling 15,000
pounds, or C-46's with 12,000
pounds capacity carried the
bulk of the 314,915 pounds
shipped by air.

Many types of smaller air-
craft were used to hauls mall,
urgently needed loads of equip-
ment directly to the fire area.

25 years ago

Jan. 17,1996 — Party-line
service eliminated in state

US West announced Monday
the completion of a five-year,
$40 million program to elim-
inate party-line service in Or-
egon. All customers now have
access to single-party service.

The program eliminates the
last major obstacle to the infor-
mation superhighway for many
Oregonians, the company said.

Since planning began in
1991, the program has made it
possible for 18,000 customers
with two-and four-party service
to obtain single-party service.

Party lines, on which multi-
ple customers shared lines, were
provided mostly in rural and
remote areas of the West as a
quick and inexpensive way to
extend phone service.

Single lines allow those who
previously have shared lines to
log onto the Internet, choose
their own long-distance car-
riers, subscribed to Call Wait-
ing and other features, connect
computers and answering and
fax machines, and enjoy pri-

vacy.
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Food Project
collection
on Feb. 13

Mark your calendar!
Redmond Food Project’s
next collection day is Feb.
13.

Redmond Food Project
is a non-profit, 100% vol-
unteer-based organization
that collects non-perish-
able food from food do-
nors and delivers it to the
St. Vincent de Paul Food
Pantry in Redmond on the
second Saturday of every
even month. All donations
are distributed to Redmond
community members in
need.

The Redmond Food
Project was started in early
2020 by a small group of
local residents who wanted
to help fight hunger in the
Redmond area. While vol-
unteering at The Giving
Plate Food Bank in Bend,
one of our members was
introduced to the Bend
Food Project. The success
of that project, along with
many others around our
state and throughout the
U.S. inspired us to adopt the
same simple, door-to-door
collection model to enable
neighbors to pitch in and
help neighbors.

For more information
on how you can join us in
building community and
sharing food as a Food Do-
nor and/or Neighborhood
Coordinator, visit our web-
site at www.redmondfood-
project.org.
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Joe Lochner, Agent
123 SW 5th Street
Redmond, OR 97756
Bus: 541-548-6023

Fax: (541) 548-6024

State Farm, Bloomington, IL
1211999

Joe A Lochner Insurance Agency Inc.

joe.lochner.hbmi@statefarm.com

«

| love my doc.

Our family’s health is essential, especially
now. That's why we rely on Summit
Medical Group Oregon Primary Care.
They provide us with the highest quality,
personalized care to keep us all healthy
and safe. |love my community.

[ love my lifestyle. | love my doc.

Central Oregon’s largest physician-owned
multispecialty medical group
541-706-2319 | smgoregon.com

NOW SCHEDULING NEW PATIENTS FOR SAFE IN-PERSON OR TELEMEDICINE VISITS

SUMMIT
MEDICAL
GROUP

OREGON

Dr. Brott




