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•  IK K  H t l . l  S K E Y  m iè tili ba ve  
m io t t i i i ig  v i ta  w ru u g  

i  l \  I t i l i ,  « b e l l  l iu t i
M c h  M I»  r i t t i  « r l ln i  a s k e d  ftir 

va ili*»  oo b i t  l l r a l  m u lt i l i  a lu i)
•  u o tb ln g  tu-tv f t ,r  a l i l ia l i  Im it i la  
I  IO jo ta  In  I b i ’ nprllag 1  n im iir la l
m i f u r  ■ t b 1 la n in i t i t i l la r  •  m m ilh  
n a t i.  M e i 'Inu lta-) a b itu ili ba va
tra m a ti,  a n tl a l ia r  lina i Ila  m in i l i  
tapi bla a )a - o|H*n Ami Kaawa'a 
I  w aa t b *  v a r jt M e tti osa la li u f  a ll

l ' f t  Ina i i l i )  r lira -k  Ittaib
Mld Keetn “Can I up you fur

»lo o f  bu  u d ì < i r
cou p le  o f  burnir»*«!!" b u a rla tl Me 
f  “ I f  » b,t I l l i a l  m i it ' l i  u n t ila )
0 I b l l f *  l ‘é  ajtaak In  yo u ?  Dog 
f  I  b a lla r#  I ti »peak In  m y s e lf ! ”

b#  oonr Ih a  l«»ik n f  ra a l dia 
H K IIV  • * * • • * •  ' •  t a '  f» •■» n f  Ib a  p itc h e r  

a lon ad  lo  b<M " I  w aa  u n i)  k ld  
K ic k  W il l  a cn u p la  n f b u u d ra d  

1 n ig h t  ( ‘ I l  g e l II fn r  ¡ritti P l it ig h i 
■ m a n  W bn im it i  l l i ln k  aa fa a l 

i f lu a k a jr  o rli ' 't i  d ire c t in g  b la  ea iu  
< t u  j *f» f ro m  Ut* l u i "  Il M I r  « '« a iti 
1 * 1  | )  I b l r k  g i l t ' l l  " l i t e r  th in g »  l | .

ItMtkad bo ti, a l t i  Ih a  » u r ta r»  a m i 
bo ba d  f o r ' u r t i nía u p iu lu n  n f  a

------——  c h a ra c te r  n o th in g  a tm rt n f  an
p ia k a  «vouM b u tlg a  h im  M r t ' lu »  
ad  I m # | i K e a n r fu r  ala )a a ra  
d  a lw a y s  been a la n ti)  a n d  ra d
l a u ra, b y  m  • ■■ a reaaow tac* n *
a lw a .ra  bo
Ikn  b b é  b#*•' m tu  in  n o t i.»

th in g »  u f f  Ib a  i l la m n iid  aa « a l l  
I I I  b# a rnu ld  ta r a  aann th a t l l le k  a 

i | | \  ° é  P ta  XMf* « laa llig
*a oo * 0 0  I  e  ta t i  a la r  In  Ih a  (>• aa

irn ia m o a L  Ki»r Ih ra a  »aara ha 
«d IbO N o n i ' " » I l  p l l t  bara In  tha  
ng e o la m o  a m i « b e n a v e r  Iha  
e# w a g u o "  « e i i t  m in  (h a  tu ia  th a  
ro u ta f*  M i  I ta rk . iin lu u tu u l Ib a lr  

•  o d  coaeed i h r l r  g h u m i)  prautie 
' I ,'v o f  d a fa a t > T h a  aam a fa a lln g  a«

1 IO III# tOOm
‘O K h  le c to o b o y  « a a  b lin d  th e re  d a r»  

a )a a  o o  tb< v» u i T in i  F in ch , 
il l la t  booéa,' I t i la  « r u n t l  Ita »a 

I otaoorraé  M r  t Iute l ir a  u f  Ib a  u u t 
O l i t i . » « » ,  o f  p r "a p a r i i )

«oo H le b  b la «  In  « l ib im i  tb a  
■ rk a d  tb a  n a t i  a f i a r  

00 tb o  M i l  p ia r a n  « a re  ra n n ir  
fin tin a ie  a n d  ru a r ln g  

u f  Ib a  o r a rw u r k iu l

i lu r r h a r d  bare. « I t b  
a n d  hta m e ttim i o f 

. I 'd  a a ) th a t th a  |m  
f in ta r  t rk e k  had Itaau 

tb o  « id  tu») •'
r u o ta r .  Mb' m a ln a ta )  r a t r h a r  u f 

Ut», l ib o  bao hi» e )e  un  th a  a ta r

« ro d i I 

» u M  

e  n e rb i

you about Riek.“

d Of r.talk t'hancu. N»w York Amar-
lentia

o r. S o  gn ve hi« o p in in o  tu  
ra . to a m  e a p ta ln  an d  t in n ì  lum e 
•  t tb a  Otiti o f th a  aeeom l weak u f 

log .
•  m an  ba d  been d la e iia a ln g  th e  
ab  a g ita ti, aa th e  re c ru its  « e ra

a ll t ig h t . "  aa ld  » M in ia ,  
A  th in g  o ld  K ic k  ra n  do hta tw o  
jo  a  tro o k  r ig h t  th ro u g h  th e  aea 
i f  bo b M  in  H o w  la th e  o ld  b n ) , 

' r a ) T '
eg to w e d  i * i )  Ilia  e lg a r  a n il lo w

, a l l  U la n i to  m e a l i )  m o re  I atippoaa 
b a i l  « a im  o u t o f  I t .  a l l  l ig h t ,  h u t ha 
a l n i  I lk a  ha iphmI  I I I  lie  "

I f  IV g  m n h l b a te  Itu ika tl th ro u g h  tha  
ke y h o le  o f  K eene  n i|m>r a t t h i l l  | in u ia a  
U lou ia n t lie  l i t ig h i h a re  l ie r i i  e u llg h te n  
tut. Ih a  t i l in g  W lile b  a lia ti Ih a  a la r  
p lte lia r  wnn th a  auu ia  th in g  w h ir l)  hue 
t i l  l » att no m a n ) b r i l l ia n t  | ta r fu rm a ra  
o u t o f  I l ia  It it i la n g u ì«  a n d  lu ie k  to  III«  
tiiinhe» In  K ir k 's  p m i l U r  enna I t  waa 
a b ro w n  g u a r i lu i t l la  w ith  a ra ti and  
y e llo w  la lie l on  th a  r id e

I lu r in g  Ih a  « lu ta r  th e  h a li t i  g a in e d  
s tre n g th  lu t i k in g  I l ia  rh e e b  o f  t ra in  
lu g  and  h a rd  e ia re la a . K i*vna  h id  h im  
» e lf In  a a m a li a o u ll ia rn  to w n  and  g a ra  
h l ln r a l f  u p  tu  a a lf l l ld l l lg l ' l ie a  

K aa io - hu |uu | th a t w i th  th e  lie g tn n ln g  
u f  I l ia  S pring  t r a in in g  th a  a p tu -tlta  
w o u ld  dauert h im  am t he 'd  »at h lm a a lf 
a lu m ! th a  a n iiu n l tan k  o f  "u n llu ilM 'r tn g  
th a  o ld  aoup lum a** T h e  a rm  waa aa 
■ tm tig  na a ra r .  Im i th a  a lvu d llia a a  and 
tb a  ru n t ro t w t i l ' l l  m ade h im  a g ra n i 
p i l i  he r w a re  u tla a lu g . a n d  n o b u d ) 
It haw  II  tu - lta r  I l ia n  Ivae iie  h ltn a e lf  

IIP k l ia l le rm l th a t w h a n  I ha a ira ln  
o f  a g a tna  w aa p u l u |u n  h im  ba w o u ld  
Ito ti b la o l i i  i u n tru l I t  w aa tuu It una o f  
I t ila  th a t lie  aaked M e iiu a k a )  lo  la i 
h im  p ite li  una  u f  Ib a  t ira i game» 
'ig a ln a l Ib a  t u l i  Ia n n i I l a  w aa d r iv e n  
f ru t t i  tb a  b u t  in  th a  t h i r d  In n in g  

" I . I t i la  w i ld  tm la ) .  o ld  bu rae,“  aa ld 
l ' r g  ' I l i l l e  M ild  Y o u ’ ll ba a ll r lg b l 
In  a fe w  tla>a *'

I I I ,  k d id  n o t a n a w a r. bu t g lo o m ily  
e lip la n i on hta b la n k e t ro o t and  tru d g  
a il to w a rd  Ib a  d re s s in g  ruo to  T h a i 
e ve n in g  be d id  n o t ju ln  In  th e  u su a l 
" fa n u ln g  bo# ." w h ic h  la au  tu n t l lu t lu n  

u f tb a  t r a in in g  ta m p . I ta l i  p la )e ra . 
Ilk a  a ll o |h e r p e r fo rm e rs , ta lk  shop a t 
a r a r )  u p |> u rfu u !t)

T h a  N u n |u ire tls  o|s>ued th a  season 
agn ina ! i l ta l r  u lt i anem ie«. Iba  l la m a  
cock  a M<< lu » k e ) . a n t lu u a  lo  w in  I l ia  
o |ta iiln g  gam e, w a it lim i bla u lt i p itc h e rs  
as Ib a )  w a rm e d  u p  a n d  se lected  F a rg o  
T h e  c ro w d  bad I »ecu ra i l in g  fu r  K  ce lie  
T b a )  ye lle d  a l i l i  kiudaw In  Ih a  t i f i t i  In  
m u g . w han  K a rg o  g a r *  tw o  tinse» un 
lu tila , an d  H ic k , un  Ib a  tiene l i  fo u n d  
h im » e lf w o u t lr r ln g  « h a i  Ih a )  w o u ld  
sa ) lu  h im  I f  be w a u l In to  tb a  lu t i  
w ith o u t  tb a  c o n tro l w h ic h  had en ab led  
h im  lu  w in  frv>m tb a  H am e cocka  the  
laa l a a v ru  lim e s  Ita ha d  faca d  I bam  

K a rg o  w on  hla ga m e  b )  v ir tu e  o f  a 
h e a t )  lu im lu ir d l l ie u t  I t i Ih a  e ig h th  In  
n ln g . a n d  Ih a  N o ti|u tre lla  ( r o l le d  lu  
tb a  r lu b ln m a e  w ith  au  In a u g u ra l r | r  
lo r )  |o  th e ir  c re d it .

T h a t n ig h t,  a ided  b )  Ib a  b o ttle . 
K eane da, h ied  to  c a ll fo r  a s b o w d o w a  

" I f  I can  ga l o u l th e re  and Iun ti a 
c lu b  o r tw o ."  ha t ln m g h l lu  h lm a a lf. 
“ I ' l l  ga l o v e r Ih ln  n e rvousn ess  "

T h a  n a i l  d a )  ha aaked M c i iu a k e )  
lo  san ti h im  In to  th a  In t i ,  an d  In  «  a rm  
in g  up  he sh o w e d  re m a rk a b le  a|teed 
a m i h la  o ld  l im e  c o n tro l.

T h e  ro a r  w h ic h  g re e te d  K eane  w hen  
he e n te re d  th a  d ia m o n d  w e n t to  
K een e 's  n a r r -a  I lk a  a Io n ic , and  w hen  
th e  d ra t b a ll a h o t tw is t in g  o v e r l ite  
l i is ld c  c o rn e r o f  (h e  p la te  an d  th e  um  
p ira  a r ig h t  b a n d  w a n t In to  th a  a ir  th e  
e n t ire  N o n p a re il I n t l r l t l  tiegau  to  b a rk  

"T h e  o ld  b n ) ’a the re !**
" t i l t  a t 'em . I t lc k ! "
I t  w as th in  sudden  y e lp in g  lie b ln d  

K re u e  w h ic h  In fo rn im i th e  b ig  p itc h e r 
th a t Ills  te a m m a te s  bad no t Itaeti su re  
o f  h i in  T h e y  w a re  e n c o u ra g in g  h in t 
ju s t  na th a )  e n cu u rn g e d  I te la n e ) and  
th e  o th e r  d o u b t fu l ouea I t  w as  a 
shuck to  K iuM ie'a p ro fe s s io n a l p r id e  
H e  set h la  Jaw  a t a r ig h t in g  a n g le  and 
lie g im  to  d tn l th e  co rn e rà  o f  th e  p la te  
w ith  h la c u rv e  h a ll, a n il f o r  a l l  In n in g s  
he m ade th e  ( in n ic ro c k s  w e a r a |u ith  
fro m  I l ia  v is ito rs ' I te lu 'll to  th e  p la te  
a n ti lu ic k  a g a in  l i e  w o u ld  a llo w  'em  
th a t th e re  w a r  n o th in g  l i te  m a tte r  w ith  
h im

In  th e  act an t It In n in g  K ic k  began by 
m iss in g  th e  p la te  w i th  hla U ra l Ita li 
I l e  fo llo w e d  w ith  tw o  m o re  c u rv e s  
w h ic h  »vent w id e : t r ie d  a fa s t b a ll and  
J ll» l g ra te d  I l ia  h n ttc r 'a  s h o u ld e r 

T b a  G a m e c o rk  coaehern  w h tm pcd  d a  
f in i t e ly  as l l t e l r  m an  Jogged d o w n  to  
f i r s t  Itane

"Y o u  k n o w  w h a t th e y  sa id  sh o u t th is  
fe l lo w ! "  th e )  sh o u te d  “ N o  c o n tro l ' 
f i n i n ’ to  Is* a la id  ye a r. K ic k ,  a h  s a rt 
ye a r!* '

"M a ke  chu te  fe l lo w s  sh u t up !'* 
K e e n e  g ro w le d  to  th e  u m p ire , w h e re  
ii |» it i  th e  ro n ch e rà , see ing  th a t th e y  
h a tl h i t  th e  m a rk , re d o u b le d  th e ir  e f 
fo r ts

K eene  w a ite d  na lo n g  na he d a re d  
In  th a  hope o f  s te a d y in g  h ltn a e lf  and  
th e n  flash ed  K in d e r th e  s ig n  fo r  a

f i r H i u v .  i  «mi

up  tb a re  D u )  a 
n  era. ■ y e n  III

s tra ig h t,  fa s t f ia li I 'e g  nodded and 
to  ta lk  to  yo u  a b o u t d ro p p e d  in to  p**a ltlon

K ic k  p u t a l l  h la  speed on th e  b a ll 
a n ti le t I t  0 )  l ik e  a b u lle t.  H e  k n e w  
w h e n  th e  h n ll le f t  Ills  hn nd  th a t  he 
w aa ta k in g  a g a m b lin g  cha ina* on get 
t in g  It  o v e r th e  p la te , b u t H enneaaey 
th e  b a tte r , s tood s t i l l  « t ilt i l I t  w na  ton  
la te

H ennessey w na  an  o ld  t im e r  H e  
had b a tte d  ng a ln a t K eene  fu r  se ve ra l 
seasons V e ry  fe w  p ltc b e ra  e v e r b i t  s 
b a ilo r  p u rp o s e ly  and th e n  u s u a li)  w ith

wantad
.'* Ita M ld  **l never aaw hlm  thè  
Ite l i  UH» yenr l.tstks llke  he'a 

m o ri épec,i thnn he ever hai! In  
llf# . b u i he'a a w a y  tu th# Itati un 

Volt know  how he coniti 
a fte r  rtny and cut thè

_______  :he aprlng  he'a al
a g ta U M t co n im i H e  haan't dotte 
h M  ta f .  hnt when he ru ta  luoae 
I M i  M tV 'l  he (locati t know  w here  

ng H e ’a gol so he w o n t

a c o rv a  Ita li,  an d  K een e 's  c o n tro l waa 
•a w e ll k n o w n  Ih a l b a ile rs  s tood op  
to  th e  p la te  w ith o u t  fe a r  o f  h im  I ’h la 
w as  I lc i in c .s e )  ■ u n d o in g  K ic k  aaw  
h im  d ro p  hla b a l u n ,I dodge b u t th e  
b a ll c a l ig h i h im  un l i te  ab le o f  th e  
Deed, and  H cn iie sa e y  w e n t d o w u  l ik e  
a log.

I f  « n a  I w o  m in u te s  b e fo re  he reco? 
e rm i eu iia rloua uesa , tw o  m im it i«  o f  ag 
• tny fo r  K eene T h is  ( tu la l i-d  lb s  laa l 
a tirm l u f  K ic k 's  n e rve

H lie n  th e  ga m e begun a g a in  K e e n *  
w s Ik e tl H ie  u n i t  m a n  w ith  fo u r  Ita lia  
In ■ureesalou and  h a il th ro w n  tw o  
W ltle ouea to  th e  n e t t  Its H e r b e fo re  
M e t i i is k e y  sent IM a n e y  ru n n in g  lu  
H ie  rescue

T h e  b le a ch e rs  re ce ived  th e  b lo w  In  
w o n d e rin g  a lie n te  K ic k  K m -ne ta ke n  
ou t o f  th e  Im i fo r  w lld u tm a !

• • |* re lty  to u g h  lu c k ."  a u li i one o f  th e  
y o u n g e r p itc h e rs  "Y o u  Ita ti a no l i l t  
gam e g o in g  lu o  '*

K eene d id  lu t i a n s w e r 
"T o o  b m l ' »a id  M 'd iU a k e ) .  " I f  yo u  

h a tlu  t l i l t  H ta l fe l lo w  yo u  d h a ve  tits -11 

a ll r ig h t  H u t I h a tl lu  d u  It. K i c k "  
l \ cene »llp |M s| a lo n g  l i le  t le tte ti to  (h e  

s  it te r  b u c k e t. Itm lt s b ig  ,11 Ink  o f  cu ld  
w a te r  a m i » ip n tre d  t ils  »1," in , le n t  

''M a c .*  s ititi lie. " (b e  b e l l  l lm «  I ge l 
a t t l ic s v  fe l lo w s  I ' l l  he r ig h t  o r* ' —

l ie  le f  th e  sen tence  u n fin is h e d  and  
s tu r im i fo r  Ih e  c lu b h o u se  Ite fo re  bs 
reached  Hi*, g a te  th e  G a itie r<a-ks had 
c o m p le te d  th e ir  w o rk  o f  a i iu l l i l la t lo n .  
an d  K eene '»  th re e  p r iw c h ta  had tu rn e d  
In to  ru n a  at Ih e  p la te  

N e i l  m o rn in g  Kc«,iie  d id  n u t a p |te o r 
a t tire s  k fu s t, and  M iT 'lu a k e y , w h o  
liv e d  a t th e  san ie  h o te l, w e n t Up to  
K e c u o ’a r ia m i K ic k 's  tied had nu t been 
d is fu rta -d . and  a l l  h la  b e lo n g in g s  bad 
d laa p | tea n s  I from H i« m o rn  A n  en 
*e lo |« r la )  on th e  d re sse r I t  waa ad 
dr««am l to  M c t 'lu a k ry .  and  th e  m an  
a g r r  r lp |s -d  It open w ith  n e rvo u s  f in  
gt-ra T h e re  «■ ■  U t ile  e n ough  o f  I t :  

b a i l  Ms* I v a  go l lo  go aw ay for 
aw h ile  I f  rhers la a n y th in g  com ing to 
•os taka  It in  pa rt paym ent o f in a i Iw o 
hundred It  K K K N E

M< ( in a t te )  d ro p p e d  th e  sheet o f  |ia 
|s-r w i th  a low  w h is t le  o f  a m a ze m e n t 
T h e n  he ph ked  It u p  a g u ln  su d  »pe lim i

“ W h a t forr
“ F o r a ch a n g e .’*
“ 1J in  m  in  m !"  aa lrf O h a d la h  

Irerk l ie a l lh ) .  a l l  l ig h t . "
O h iid la li re t lrm l In to  th e  house, w h e is  

he he ld  a w h is p e re d  c o n v e rs a t io n  w ith  
hla w ife

"H o rn e tt ili ig 'a  w ro n g  w i th  h im . m o th  
r r .  he sa id  " l i e  a in 't  no fa rm  ha nd  
IJ k e 'a  n o t he d o n i  m enu a n y  good ' 

l i e  looks  honest e n o u g h ."  aa ld  M rs  
l lo s k ln s  " A n y w a y ,  th e re  a in 't  a th in g  
he can  s i t * I  l j i v e  l i lm  a c h a n c e ."

4» Ir iid liili ta m e  o u l and  U/gved d o w n  
H ie s teps

H how m e y o u r  h u n d a ." he aald.
T h e  yo u n g  m a n  sp read  a p a ir  o f  

b in a ti b ro w n  p a w a  p a lm  u p w a rd  fo r
IDkpertlou.

"(J  m m m !"  aa ld  O b a d la h . to u c h in g  
th e  cmIt iu a t«  w ith  t ils  fo re f in g e r  “ 1 
waa m is to o k  Y ou Have w o rk e d  some 
la te ly , a ln  t you  ? W h a t's  y o u r  l ia n te 7" 

l l r u w n . *' so ld  th e  e lra u g e r—" H e n ry  
W H ro w n  "

O tia t lb ih  th u n g h t a m o m e n t.
"AH r ig h t . "  aa ld  he a t la s t  ‘ ‘ W h e n  

do you  w a n t tu  b e g in  IT'
" N o w ."  s a lti H ie  s tra n g e r 
" I n  th e m  c lo th«*? ** aaked O b a d la h  

s u sp ic io u s ly
'T h e y  re  a ll I 'v e  g o t w i th  m e ." ta b i 

H e n ry  W  H ro w n . **l le f t  m y  s u it  
ruar* a t f ‘e i i te r v l l le ,  b u t I h a v e n 't  any 
w o rk in g  r l o t t i i *  In  th a t— n o th  I rig  b u t 
a b lr ta  a n d  t i l i n g a "

I.' I ll III III!"  aa ld  O b a d la h  "1*11 g it  
m o th e r lu  h i  yo u  up  som e o f  m y  « Id 
o v e ra lls  a n d  a a h lr t .  T b e re 'e  a r ig h t  
g,»>d rvrom In  th e  b a ra  You w o n 't  
tu l l id  a le rp ln  th e r e '"

" N u t  a t a l l . "  aa ld  H ro w n .
" H u id  on!** a a ld  O b a d la h  s h a rp ly  

"Y o u  a in 't  aaked rue b u w  m u ch  t i l  
i*»y *

"1 d o n 't  c a re ."  aa ld  H ro w n  a b o r t i)  
T h e n  he w e n t to w a rd  th e  ba rn .

"1 c a n 't  m a ke  h im  o u t . ’* aa ld  Oba 
d la b  tu  h la  w ife  " D id  yo u  b « * r  w h a t 
he aa ld  a b o u t w a g e s 7"

" K in d  o f  loon y  m a y b e ."  aa ld  M rs  
l l ia ik ln e  c h a r i ta b ly  " I ' l l  b u r r y  u p  and 
g it  h im  th e m  th in g s . I t  w o u ld  be a 
a lía m e  to  s p o il th a t  n ice  a u lL ”

T h e  ne w  h ire d  m an  p u t In  a buay
o u l esch  w o rd  I t  w o u ld  no t ha ve  a fte r tp a iu  T h e re  w aa a g re a t d e a l o f
su rp rin ts ) h im  m o re  to  b a te  re ce lv ttd  
•u ch  a is im m u iil t  » l io n  fro m  tile  w ife  
K ic k  K c e iie  gone? W here?  W lia t  fo r?  
I t  w as  u n lie l le ra b le  M c t iu a k e y  b u r 
t ie d  d o w u  to  Ihe  d«*ak

"W h e re 's  Kvvne?** he aaked 
" I l i a  k e y 's  g o n e ."  aa ld  th e  c le rk  

" le n  t he lu  hta ro o m ? "
" H la  key w as  lu  th e  d o u r ."  aa ld  Me 

t iu » k c y  "W h e re 's  h la  t ru n k T *
Home o f  the  p la ye rs , lo u n g in g  a lio u t 

Ih e  lo b b y  nod  re a d in g  th e  m o rn in g  pa 
I »era g a th e re d  a ro u n d  th e  m a n a g e r 

K ic k 's  g o n e !"  aald M e C iu ske y . 
" t jo n e * "  aa ld  F itz p a t r ic k  "M ik e , 

y o u 're  c r s i y " '
M et i l l - k e y  p r,»b lee d  (b e  n o te  A t 

th e  sam e t im e  Ib e  h o te l (a ir ie r  a r r iv e d  
w ith  the  in fo rm a t io n  th a t  a t 7 o 'c lo ck  
th e  n ig h t ta - fo r r  K eene  tie d  s»kts1 th a t 
I lls  t r u n k  la* ta k e u  to  (h e  s to ra g e  room  
to  la- le f t  th e n *  u n t i l  r a ile d  fo r  T h e  
in a u  w ho had ta ke n  ib e  t r u u k  w as  e i  
b a u s llv e ly  c ross e x a m in e d  

"T h e re  w aa n o th in ’ s tra n g e  a b o u t h i» 
m a tit ie r  th a t I *een. a ir , "  ra n  h la  tea t) 
m o u y . " I le a  a lw a y a  q u ie t l ik e  No. 
• Ir .  h r  d id n 't  say a n y th in g  e lse ttreb les  
le l l ln  me to  p u t h la t r u u k  in  th e  s lu r  
age ro om  "

N o one tie d  seen K eene  leave  th e  b o  
te l

w o rk  to  tie  done, and  O h a d la h  w on  
d rn *d  a t Ih e  g ra c e fu l ease w ith  w h ic h  
th e  " c i t y  fe l le r "  a w u n g  th ro u g h  bta 
taaka

" I l e a  aa a tro o g  aa an o i . ‘* aa ld  be 
a d m ir in g ly  to  bta w ife . ’T o o k  r ig h t  a 
b o lt  too  Sii|»|«*r m oat re a d y , m o the r?* 

T h e  b in s )  m ao  bad  been s i t t in g  on 
th e  bai k »tops lo o k in g  a t H ie  »unset 
O b a d la h  had to  c a ll h im  tw ic e  b e fo re  
be ra ise d  h la  bead.

H e n ry  W  Hrowrn a te  h la  w a y  In to  
th e  .o o d  graces o f  M rs  H o s k in s  a t 
o m e  | | e  c o u ld  ha ve  fd u n d  no  s u re r  
road to  th a t k in d  and  m o th e r ly  h e a rt 

T h e  h ire d  m an  sa t on th e  edge o f  hla 
Iasi and  s ta re d  a t th e  l ith o g ra p h s  oo 
th e  w a ll.

" I t 'a  a ( lu la h  f ig h t . "  aa ld  be b e tw e e n  
ble tee th  'C ith e r  I 'm  g o in g  to  bea t I t  
th is  t im e  o r  I t ' l l  l ic k  m e .”

H e  had e l|> ec te d  a rea tltw a  n ig h t,  bu t 
tw e n ty  m lu u te e  a f te r  be b le w  o u t bln 
re  m ile  tb e  h ire d  m e n  w aa s n o r in g  T h e  
a f te rn o o n s  w o rk  bad n o t he**n w ith o u t  
Its  e f fo r t  In  an tu c o n c e lv a b ly  a b o rt 
( lm e iM u id la b  waa |a iu n d lu g  a t th e  door 

" B r e a k fa s t ! "  be aa ld  
T b e  h ire d  m an »at up. ru b b e d  hla 

eye# and  s ta re d  a b o u t h im .
" I  s lep t l lk e  a lo g ."  be sa id  to  h im  

s e lf  T h e re  waa a lo n e  o f  su rp rta e  In
t he a f te rn o o n  paper»  "p la y e d  th e  h la  voice.

s to ry '*  on  tb e  f ro n t  pages Home b i l l  
I la  u t Im a g in a t io n s  w e re  loosed upon 
th e  d l» a p |s « ra nce  o f  th e  s ta r  p itc h e r  
T h e  c i t y  bo ile d  w ith  e x c ite m e n t, fo r  a 
g re a t tu ia e tia ll p la y e r in a lm o s t na g re s t

T h a t waa tb e  O ra l ro u n d  o f  th e  f ig h t
to  a f lu is t i

O b a d la b  w aa  a l i l i  w o n d e r in g  a t  the
end o f  tw o  w eeka

"H o rn e tlin e s ."  sa id  he. "b e  ac ta  aa I f
a iM -rsonagc aa a p re s id e n t and tw ic e  be waa |»>»aeaac<t I n e ve r sec a m an
aa p o p u la r

F o r a w eek th e  pape rs  w e re  f u l l  o f
the  K eene  rase, and th e n  I t  g ra d u a lly  
d ied  a w a y  In to  th e  p a ra g ra p h s  headed, 
"N o te s  o f  th e  D ia m o n d "  T h e  a f fa ir

w o rk  so h a rd  In  m y  l i f e  H e  w e a rs  m e 
n u t h u tlln g  th in g s  fo r  h im  to  d o  I to ld  
h im  i,s la y  b e d  ts * tte r  le t up  a u d  ta k e  
It easy. W h a t do  yo u  th in k  he aak l?  
H e  tu rn e d  on  m e l ik e  a dash and  k in d

re m a in e d  aa m u ch  o f  a m y s te ry  as o f  s p it  I t  o u t l ik e  be w aa m a d  I w a n t
e v e r n in i a m ong  tb e  p la y e rs  f ro m  one 
en ti o f  th e  Irn g n e  to  th e  o th e r  th e re  
wna b u t one to p ic  o f  c o n v e rs a tio n

to  w o rk  b a rd . ’ he says. *Tbat*a m y 
o n ly  chance!* W h a t do  yo u  th in k  o f  
th a t?  You s 'p o s r  he go t lu to  tro u b le

T h e  N o n p a re ils  upse t by  lh . * lr  be- ,* * f ,,r*  *»# <•»'*'«* h e re ? "
r« *c e m e n t, fe l l  In to  a s lu m p  a n d  w e re  
fo rc ts l to  l ig h t  h a rd  to  w in  gam es fro m  
te n n is  w h ic h  he ld  p e rm s  ( le n t lens«* on 
second d iv is io n  p o s it io n s

s » s s s a a
•*l d o n ’ t  k n o w  w h a t th is  co u n try *»

c o m in g  t o "  »a id  M r  O h a d la h  J Hoa 
k in a , a g r ic u ltu r is t  "T e n  y e a rs  ago a 
m an  c o u ld  h ire  a l l  th e  hand» he w a n t 
,*d a t Ik'ki a tn o n ’ h and v l t te ls  N ow  
y o n  ca n  t g i t  a m a n  fo r  lo v e  n o r  m oney 
T h e y  a l l  w a n t to  l iv e  In  th e  to w n s  and  
s ta r v e "

M r l lo s k ln »  re s id ed  l iv e  (title s  fro m
t 'c n tc r v l l lc .  w h ic h  la n in e ty  m i l l *  f ro m  
a n y  w h e re  au d  tag) m il««  fro m  som e 
w h e re

" K a th e r . "  aa ld  M ra  H o a k ln a . " th e re 's  
a m a n  c o m in g  in  th e  f ro n t  ga te  W e 
d o n 't  w a n t to  a n e c rih e  to  n o th in '!* *

A ta l l  yo u n g  m a n  w alk«»! up  to  th e  
IH irch a n d  l l f t ia l  h la  h a t H e  w o re  a 
nea t b ro w n  s u it  o f  n p a tte rn  a n d  s ty le  
s tra n g e  to  t 'c n t c r v l l l c  and  e n v iro n s .

" I  he a rd  y o u  w a n te d  to  h ire  a m a n ."  
aa ld  Hh * s tra n g e r

"Y o u 're  tlo a rtn *  'a  g o o d ." aa ld  O ba 
d is h  " H a v e  you  go t th e  m a n  w ith
yo u  F*

" Y e s '*  a a ld  th e  at ra n g e r
" Y o t iT ' a a ld  O b a d la h  “ t i l t  o u t ! "
“ I w n n t w o rk . ’’  aa ld  Ih e  s tra n g e r  

**l d o n ’t  ca re  w h a t I t  la, and  It  c a n 't  be 
to o  h a rd  to  s u it  m e T h e  h a rd e r I t  la 
Ih e  tw f te r  I ’ l l  l lk e  I t "

"Y 'o n 'ie  a c i ty  chap , a in 't  yo tt l* *  
aaked O b a d la h

•*l w aa ra is e d  In  th e  c n n n try . ”  aa ld 
th e  m a n  " I  k n o w  th e  d if fe re n c e  !>e 
tw e e n  a horse and  eow  I f  th a t 's  w h a t 
you  m ean I t  w o n 't  coat y o n  a cen t 
to  t r y  m e o u t I f  I d o n 't  m a ke  good 
you  w o n 't  ha ve  to  aak w a iv e r»  on 
m e ”

" H e y  ?'* a a ld  O b a d la h  " W h a t ’s th a t? * '
"N o  w o rk , no p a y "  aa ld  th e  y o u n g  

lo a n  " H o w 's  th a t? "
‘ ‘ I t  sou nds  a l l  r i g h t "  aa ld  O b a d la h  

c a u tio u s ly  "W h e re 'd  yo n  com e fro m ? "
• 'K n a t . ' a a ld  th e  y o u n g  m an.

• ' l ie 's  go t s o m e th in g  on h is  m in d ."  
aa ld  M rs. H o a k ln a  " I  d o n 't  k n o w s  
ro t t 'v e  n o tice d  ho w  u e rvo u s  he 's  been 
th e  la s t fe w  n ig h ts  H e  Jum pa w hen  
yo u  a|veak to  h im . a n d  th e n  he k in d  o f  
hangs a ro u n d  aa I f  be d id n 't  w a n t to  
go to  lied. F a th e r . I t  w o u ld n 't  s u rp r is e  
m e a b it  I f  h e 'd  ln*en crosaed In  lo v e r*  

O u t a t th e  b a rn  th e  h ire d  m a n  wna 
• I t t ln g  In  th e  d o o rw a y  l ig h t in g  a n  en 
e tn y  w h ic h  he c o u ld  no t see 

D ay  a f te r  d a y  he d ro v e  h la  body to  
th e  p o in t w h e re  It seem ed he c o u ld  go 
no fa r th e r :  n ig h t a f t e r  n ig h t he la y  
nw n ke , h la te e th  se t. h la c.vea s ta r in g  
In to  th e  d a rkn e ss , f ig h t in g  n g a ln a t th e  
c ra v in g  w h ic h  seem ed to  ru n  th ro u g h  
h la  v e in s  l ik e  l iq u id  Are 

A t a n y  ra te , he had n o t s u rre n d e re d  
T h a t w aa s o m e th in g  g a in e d  F o r  a 
fu l l  m o n th  th e  ag ony  c o n tin u e d , and 
th e n  g ra d u a lly  began to  d ie  a w a y  

“ N o t y e t "  sa id  th e  h ire d  m an. " I* v e  
go t to  k n o w  th is  t im e r*

A t  th e  end o f  a l l  w eeks " m o th e r "  
w o n d e re d  I f  th e  h lro d  m an  w aa fo rg e t 
t in g  h la lo ve  a ffn lr .

" H e ’s a lo t f r is k ie r . "  she  re m a rk e d  
" D o n l  you  th in k  so fa th e r? "

"U -m  m m !*' sa id  O h a d la h . " T i t  te lls  
a lo t o f  fu n n y  s to r ie s  n o w  F u n n ie s t 
» to rlea  yon  e v e r h e a rd .'’

A t th e  end o f  th re e  m o n th s  th e  h ire d  
m a n  w e n t to  C e n te rv i l le  and  re tu rn e d  
w ith  a s q u a re  pa cka g e  fro m  th e  ex 
prc«a nttlc** I t  c o n ta in e d  se ve ra l red 
p a a te lae trd  boxes

H ro w n  o|ien#4l one  o f  th e m  th e  n e x t 
day and  too k  o u t a ro u n d  o b je c t eov 
ered  w ith  g l i t te r in g  t in f o i l  l .a te r  he 
ch a lk e d  a c ir c le  oo th e  aide o f  th e  b a rn  
a b ou t th ro e  fe e t f ro m  th e  g ro u n d  and  
c n re fn l ly  s te p p in g  o f f  a c e r ta in  n u m  
h e r o f  |i«c**a. began to  th ro w  a b a ll a t 
th e  m a rk

" t .n n d  o f  lo v e ! "  sa id  M rs  H o a k ln a  
" W l ia t  a lls  th e  m a re  th a t  she 's  k ic k in g  
a o F '

O b a d la h  w e n t o u t to  ae# and  re tu rn  
ed c h u c k lin g  to  b lm a e lf.

'  W h a t do  yo u  th in k  H ro s a 'a  d o in g ? " 
he aaked “ H ln n d ln g  o u t th e re  th ro w
Ing  a b a a e lia ll a g a in s t H ie  a ide o f  H ie 
h s ru  Ho  look a t l i lm  th ro u g h  th e  w in  
4» w  I t 'a  aa g is a l as a c ir c u s ! "

T h l»  s tra n g e  iM -rform aiM  e h a p |*,|» *d  
a* »e ra ! tim e «  a d a y . O b u d la h  asked  a 
th o u sa n d  q m w tlo h s  

“ O il. i t  s good fo r  th a  a rm ."  aa ld  the  
h ire d  uni ii

” 1! tu  rn t u "  aa ld  O h a d la h  th o u g h t 
fu l ly  T h e n  ro ro m U e ra t lt ig ly  "T o o  
bud you  «ion t g it  e n ough  e x e rc ls # ! i ' l l  
ha ve  to  see to  th a t  "

“ I t 's  a fo o l th in g . "  aa ld  O b a d la h  to  
hla w ife  “ | don  I k n o w  w h a t a lia  H ie 
fe llo w  b u t th e  w a y  he tb ro w a  th a t 
1*11 a ro u n d  la a c a u tio n  I w a tch e d  
h im  ten  m in u te s , and  he d ld n  t u il»a 
th a t c irc le  once May la* I t 's  th e  w ay 
he k lc k a  h la  r ig h t  leg th a t do »* I t  
A n d  th e  w a y  tie  ra n  m a ke  th a t h a ll 
tw is t  a ro u n d ' I t  don  t seem p * * a lh l# !"  

la t te r  O h a d la b  a lap |ie d  h la  th ig h .
" I 'v e  go t I t ! '  he aa ld  "Y d U  k n o w  

the  w a y  he ro ads  th e m  c i ty  papers and 
a ll th e  s p o r t in g  p ieces? I ' l l  be t he 
« a n ts  to  be a b a ll p la y e r. T h a t ’s 
w h a t a lia  h im  H e  b e tte r  s ta y  w h e re  
be 'a w e ll o f f . "

T b e  m id d le  o f  A u g u s t cam e, a n d  s t i l l  
th e  h ire d  m an  p e rs is te d  In  t ils  s tra n g e  
ta rg e t p ra c tic e  H e  w aa lean and  
b ro w n  and ha rd , an d  h la  ry e »  w e re  
c le a r Not a tra c e  o f  b la  o ld  tienroua- 
neaa re m a in e d

T o w a rd  th e  end o f  A u g u s t ce  looked 
up  fro m  Ihe  ta b le  one e ve n in g  

"M ra  l lo v k ln a , "  a a lil be. " I 'm  a fra id  
y o u 're  g o in g  to  lose y o u r  a la r  b o a rd e r "  

" I  k n e w  i t . "  aa ld  “ m o th e r "  c a lm ly  
"Y o u  been H i l l in '  to  ge t a w a y  fo r  
d a y s "

O b a d la h  a rg u e d  and  p reache d  a eer 
m oo fro m  th e  te x t  o f  H ie  ro ll in g  atone. 
T h e  tw o  m en ta lk e d  lo n g  a n d  e a rn e a tiy  
on tb e  f ro n t  po rch  In  th e  end I t  w aa 
s e tt le d  th a t H ro w n  w n  to  leave  on 
K u tu rd a y . H e  bad re fu se d  an  o ffe r  o f  

a m o n th  and  b is  bo a rd  
" I  f is - l l ik e  1 w as lo a lo ' one  o f  tb e  

fa m ^ y . "  aa ld  S irs  H o a k ln a . w ip in g  her 
eye» oo th e  «*dge o f  h e r a p ro n  

T b e  h ire d  naan had com e In to  tb e  
k lt rb e u  to  say go odby . H e  w as  dressed 
In tb e  b ro w n  s u it  In  w h ic h  be bad 
m ade bla ap (a*a rauce : he bad  s h in e d  
h is  abo«« a n d  tie d  h la  n e w  c ra v a t  w i th  
a s m a rt tw is t  w h ic h  - s r e  h im  a ve ry  
c ltlt)v« l a ir

"G o o d b y . m o ther.** aa ld  H e n ry  W . 
B ro w n  "Y o u 'v e  been ve ry  good to  me. 
and  I 'm  n e ve r g o in g  to  fo rg e t you . 
G oo dby , M r  H o s k in s  I f  I e v e r w a n t 
a u o tb e r Job I ' l l  com e to  y o u  "

T h e n  be shook ba nds  q u ic k ly  and  
w a lk e d  o u t o f  tb e  bouae.

A f te r  be bad  gone M r* .  H o a k ln a  
fo u n d  a package  up on  tb e  ta b le  In  tb e  
k itc h e n  w i th  h e r na m e w r i t te n  upou 
tb e  w ra p p in g  pa pe r I t  c o n ta in e d  h a lf  
a dozen s t iv e r  k n iv e s  and fo r k s  o f  a 
p a tte rn  to  m a tc h  h e r best apoona H e r 
eyes o v e rflo w e d  a g a in  aa abe looke d  a t 
tb r m

"B le s s  b is  h e a rt? ’ abe aa ld . "S pen d  
I d ' a l l  th a t m oney on fo o lis h n e s s  fo r  
an  o ld  w o m a n ! A n d  d id n ’t  g iv e  m e 
a ch a n ce  to  th a n k  h im ! "

M e a n w h ile  tb e  la te  H e n ry  W . B ro w n  
tra m  (ted d o w n  tb e  ro ad , s w in g in g  b la 
s u it  case a t b is  aide. U ta  bead waa In  
tb e  a ir .  b la  s h o u ld e rs  w e re  th ro w n  
l*ack, and  th e  l ig h t  o f  fre e d o m  w aa In  
b is  eyes I t  bad ta-en a t ig h t  to  a f ln ls b . 
and  be had w on.

• • • » a s #
S e p te m b e r Is tb e  m o n th  w b e o  tb e  

cloee p e n n a n t races t ig h te n  up  to  a 
c e r ta in ty  and  tb e  ba se b a ll w r ite r»  be
g in  to  ta lk  a b o u t th e  borne a tro tc b  I t  
la a lso  tb e  m o n th  w hen  th e  w r ite r s  
w h o  ha ve  been d e s p e ra te ly  s u p p o r t in g  
th ir d  an d  fo u r th  p la ce  te a m s  b e g in  to  
w r i te  a b o u t " n e x t  season" and  tb e  
s tre n g th e n in g  o f  th e  p itc h in g  s ta f f  

T h e  N o n p a re ils  fin is h e d  A u g u s t In  
th ir d  p lace , w ith  a ba re  f ig h t in g  cha nce  
d e p e n d in g  npoo th e  re m a in in g  gam es 
to  he p laye d  w ith  te a m s  w h ic h  w e re  
le a d in g  th e m  I 'n d o u b te d ly  K eene 's  
loss had coat th e m  a b e tte r  p o s it io n  In  
th e  race.

T h e  N o n p a re ils , p la y in g  a t  hom e, 
w e re  to  open S cp fe m h e r w i th  a se ries  
a g a in s t th e  leaders , th a t  to u g h  a g g re 
g a tio n  o f  tigh tens  k n o w n  aa th e  G a m e 
cocks

E v e ry th in g  de pended up on  tb e  s h o w - 1 
Ing  o f  th e  N o n p s ro lts  In  th e  fo u r  gam es 
w ith  th e ir  r iv a ls  H y w in n in g  th e  e n t ire  
series th e y  w o u ld  be w i th in  tw o  gam es 
o f  th e  top . w i th  an  e x c e lle n t cha nce  to  
w in  o u t In  th e  re m a in in g  m o n th  o f  p la y  

T h re e  gam es w o u ld  h e lp  a m a t ln g ly ,  
b u t I t  w as  g lo o m ily  p o in te d  o u t th a t  
d u r in g  th e  season w h ic h  w as  d o s in g  
th e  G am eciM 'ks had bea ten  th e  N on  
p a re lls  as th e y  had  n e v e r bea ten  th e m  
before .

H e re  a g u ln  c ro p p e d  u p  th e  s p e c te r o f  
th e  m is s in g  p itc h e r, f o r  th e  b a seba ll 
fans, w i th  t>ond l and  paper, w e re  a b le  
to  d e m o n s tra te  to  a m a th e m a tic a l c e r
ta in ty  th a t  th is  s tra n g e  re v e rs a l w as 
du e  e n t ire ly  to  K e e n e 's  absence fro m  
th e  p itc h in g  s ta f f  T h e  G am ecocka  had 
a lw a y s  l>een easy p lu c k in g  fo r  K eene 

T h e  o p e n in g  d a y  o f  th e  Im p o r ta n t 
«ertes ro lle d  a ro u n d  an d  th e  N o n p a re ils  
w e n t to  th e ir  d re s s in g  ro om s In  th e  
c lu b h o u se  w ith  th e  w e ig h t o f  re s p o n s i
b i l i t y  h e a v y  upon  th e m  

F a rg o 's  a rm  w as  »ore. fo r  he had 
h o m e  th e  b ru n t  o f  Ih e  season 's  w o rk , 
and  I t  w as b e g in n in g  to  te l l  on  h im . 
D e la n e y  had lu*en h a v in g  a "h a d  In 
n in g ”  In  h is  re cen t gam es I ’ o w e rs  waa 
s te a d y , b u t a t best no b e tte r  th a n  an 
ave ra g e  p itc h e r, ro q u lr ln g  h i t t in g  be
h in d  h im  In  o rd e r to  w in  a f a i r  p e r  
cen tage  o f  h is  gam es 

T h e  new  p itc h e rs  had  n o t tu rn e d  o u t 
as w e ll as had been exi>eeted I f  new  
p itc h e rs  e v e r do  a« w e ll as th e y  a re  
exp«vted  to  d o —and  K e l l lh e r  w as th e  
o n ly  one w h o  w as re a lly  a v a ila b le .

M cO ln ske y . an  o p t tm l- t  on th e  s u r  
face , fe l t  in  h la  h e a rt th a t he w as  "u p  
a g a in s t I t  ip a s l."  b u t th a t d id  n o t keep 
h im  fro m  t r y in g  to  in s t i l l  som e g in g e r 
In to  h is  cha rgee  b e fo re  he sen t th e m  
o u t on th e  Held

" I t ' s  a l l  r ig h t  to  ta lk .  M ika * ’’  sa id  
F a rg o  s o u r ly , “ b u t I t 's  a sha m e  to  aak

m e to  ge t o u t th e re  and  open th is
series w i th  i i iv  a rm  as so re  as a b o ll ’* 

th e re  was au  i m ine d  lu te  cho rus  fro m
ih e  o th e r p itch e r»  E v id e n t ly  th e y  
s e le  Hot m i l  Ion» fo r  th e  f l in g  a t th e  
Gam e* <» ks  T h e ir  tu rn  w o u ld  cu iua , 
th e ) k n e w  th a t w e ll enough . .

Kln< h huzxed In . as a le r t  a» a w asp  
* H eave n  k n o w s ."  sa id  lie . " I  a in ' t  

v e r)  t ie a v i lu  th e  vest ju s t  n o w , b u t 
I ’d  g iv e  a ll th e  m oney yo u  c ra p  s h o o t
e rs o w e  m e I f  We hud K ic k  K eene  to  
» l l | i  In to  t in »  »cries W h a t b e d  do  to  
the»e Ki»>e'er» w o u ld  tie  a » h a u le r*

" A h  h. shu t upr earn« th e  chu rua . 
"N o t  H is t w e w o n 't  l ic k  em  a n y 

w a y ."  sa id  K in , h "T h e s e  fe llo w a  
n In  t no d e v ils , yo u  k n o w . A n d  th a  
to u g h e s t tu rd  In th e  w o r ld  can  be p ic k 
ed Gee. bu t it ie y 're  co e ky ! I . ls te n  to  
em  s in g in g !"

T h e  G so ie cock» . d re s s in g  In  H ie  o th e r  
w in g  o f  th e  c lubhouse , w e re  m a k in g
m e rry

" i 'b e e r fu l .  a in 't  th e y ? "  aa ld  M cC Ina- 
key. "W e ll .  boy», w e l l  teach  em  to 
s in g  a n o th e r t u n e "

T h e re  cam e  no e n th u s ia s t ic  response. 
T h e  N o n p a re ils  w e re  su lle n  b u t n o t 
a a n g u lo e  T h e y  k n e w  bo w . once s ta r t -

M c C lu sksy  F a it  T h a t H a  W aa “ U p  
A g a in s t I t  G ood."

(Posed by Connie M ack . A th le tics .)

ed. tb e  G am ecocks  m a rch e d  d o w n  th e  
b a t t in g  o rd e r an d  s te a m  w ith  a c r ip 
p led p itc h in g  s ta f f  w a s—

A  s te p  sounded  on  th e  ru n w a y  o u t
s ide. tb e  d o o r hanged o |e n . a a h a ,lo w  
fe l l  ac ross  th e  flo o r nud  th e re  cam e  a 
vo ice  w h ic h  b ro u g h t e v e ry  m an  to  h la  
fe e t

"H e l lo .  M ik e ! "  i t  sa id . "G o t  a u n i
fo rm  he re  t h a t ' l l  t i t  m e '? '

F o r  t h r  f ra c t lo o  o f  a second a ma ce
m e n t he ld  th e m  d u m b ; th e n  th e re  
cam  a y e ll  th a t  m a de  th e  n-ttadowa 
ra t t le ,  and  th e  N o n p a re ils , us one  m a n . 
th re w  th e m se lve s  upon th e  ta l l  s tra n g e r  
w h o  s tood  Jus t In s id e  (h e  door.

" H ic k  K een-»!" th e y  ye lle d .
" K ic k ! "
" W h y .  yo u  o ld  d e v il,  w h e re  h a re  y o u  

been f
T h e  y e l l in g  s w e lle d  u n t i l  tb e  G a m e 

co cks  cam e  ru n n in g  fro m  th e ir  a ide  o f  
tb e  house. T h e y  fo u n d  th e ir  h a te d  
r iv a ls —th is  to  be co o s id e ro d  p u re ly  in  
a p ro fe s s io n a l aense—d a n c in g  au d  y e l l 
in g  a ro u u d  th e  ta l l  yo u n g  m a n  w h o  
w aa d o in g  h is  best to  w a rd  o f f  th e  
f r ie n d ly  a ssa u lts  o f  M ik e  M r l iu s k e y  
an d  F itz p a tr ic k ,  and  th e  G am ecocka  
paused in  tb e  d o o rw a y , th e ir  eyea 
b u lg in g  O v e r In  one c o rn e r l i t t l e  
F in c h  w as  s ta n d in g  on  h is  bead a n d  
w ig g lin g  h is  fe e t, a l l  o th e r  m eans o f  
e xp re ss io n  h a v in g  le f t  h im

F o r  tw o  m in u te s  th e  tre m e n d o u s  u p 
ro a r la s te d , a n d  a t la s t th e re  « 'as a 
re asona b le  a m o u n t o f  s ile n ce  K eene , 
s u rro u n d e d  by b is  o ld  te a m m a te s — 
n o t less th a n  te n  o f  th e m  had b o ld  o f  
h im  a t  th e  t im e — lo oke d  across a t th e  
G a m ecocks  grou|<ed « b o u t tb e  door.

“ I sa id  I 'd  ge t yo u  fe l lo w s  th e  n e x t 
t im e  o u t , "  sa id  K ic k , "a n d  hy tb e  s e v 
en gods o f  w a r  I 'm  re ady  f o r  y o u ! 
Y 'ou 'll g e t a s k in n in g  In  th is  se rie s  
th a t  y o u r  g ro a t-g re u t-g ra n d c b ild re n  
w i l l  ta lk  a b o u t In  th e ir  s leep  M ik e , 
leggo  o f  tny  a rm  a n d  Ush m e o u t a 
u n ifo rm  1 w a n t to  sh o w  these leag ue  
leaders  w h e re  th e y  ge t o f f "

T h e  N o n p a re ils  laug hed , b u t f ro m  
th e  g ro u p  a t th e  d o o r th e re  cam e a n  
an- w e r  to  th is  b o ld  d e fia n ce  I t  w aa  
tb e  y o u n g  M r  I ’o t ts  w h o  spoke.

"T h e y  n e v e r com e b a c k !"  he sa id .
“ T h e  p ro d ig a l son cam e  back, d id n 't  

he?" d e m and ed  R ic k . “ W e ll,  th a t 's  m y  
m id d le  nam e!* '

P ass ing  o v e r th e  m o s t tre m e n d o u s  
o v a tio n  e v e r -g iv e n  a b a ll p la y e r an d  
s k ip p in g  a l l  m in o r  d e ta ils . I t  is  a p lea s
u re  to  re co rd  th a t  K ic k  K eene  w aa c o r 
rec t In  h is  d la g u o s ls  o f  th e  case N o t 
o n ly  d id  he sh o w  tb e  league  leaders  
w h e re  th e y  go t o ff. b u t he l i te r a l ly  
boo ted  th e m  fro m  th e  steps. A f te r  he 
had p itc h e d  a n d  w on  th e  o p e n in g  g a m e  
by a s h u to u t s to re  **.* re s te d  a n d  
w a tch e d  K a rg o  w in  th e  second gam e. 
H e  th e n  d e m and ed  th s t  he be a llo w e d  
to  p itc h  th e  th ir d ,  w h ic h  he w o n . a n d  
fin is h e d  by in s is t in g  th a t  he w a s  as 
fre s h  as g reen p a in t  a m i m u s t be sent 
In a th i r d  t im e  on  th e  fo u r th  d a y  T h a t  
Is how  th e  N o n p a re ils  cam e  to  ta k e th * -  
e n t lre  se r i« *. w h ic h  p laced  th e m  Id  th e  
ru n n in g  f o r  th e  p e n n a n t.

S h o r t ly  a f te r  th e  c lose  o f  th e  league  
season th e  m a ll c a r r ie r  le f t  a package 
fo r  M rs  H o sk in s . She e x a m in e d  th e  
p o s tm a rk  c a re fu l ly ,  u n tie d  th e  s t r in g  
a m i tm>k o u t th e  p h o to g ra p h  o f  a you  O'* 
m an In th e  u n ifo rm  o f  n b a ll p la y e r f

" W e ll .  I de c la re *”  sa id  she  " F a th e - .  
com e h e re ' H e  go t a ba se b a ll Job. a f t 
e r  a l l ! ”  i

" K  in  m  m !"  sa id  O b a d la h . “ He*d he 
l ie t te r  o f f  he re  T h e m  s p o r t in g  c h a ra c 
te rs  n e ve r save  any m oney. H e ’ l l  be 
back som e d a y . lo o k in g  fo r  h la  o ld  Job .”

i


