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CHAPTER |,
Five Years Before,

The Woman looked up from her task
of fitting the trunk tray into exact po-
sition Standish noted vaguely that
the effort of packing had not made her
red or frowsy. Even as she sat there
on the floor beside the nearly-full
trunk, with a litter of garments about
her, her pose was not ungraceful. Yet
bher face was oddly tense and her
clenched hands spoke of self-control
hard to maintain

“No,” she said patiently,
trying to teach a lesson
stupid child

as though
to some rather
‘that isn't what | mean

at all. I mean, It's—over. Can't you
understand ™
Why, yes,” answered Standish, "of

course | understand. Why shouldn't
1?7 It's over You will be safe at your
aunt's house by six o'clock this eve
ning, and you will start for Europe to-
morrow, just as you arranged. And
our wonder-week {8 ended. And for
the next three months I'll be counting
every—"

“Oh!" interrupted the Woman, her
hard-worn patience going to pleces
‘Won't you understand” 1| sald it was
over. Over! Not for three months
or for any other time But for always.
Why do you make me put it this
way? 1 tried to say it more—"

“You don't mean"—he began thick-
ly, his throat sanded and sore.

The Woman nodded
“But,” he protested lamely, “it—it
can't be. Why, girl, you love me!'”

“I thought | did. Oh, I was 80 sure
1 did! But little by little, for days,
‘ve begun to understand. Don't look

at me llke that' Do you suppose |
enjoy talking so? It has to be sald
And you're not making it a bit easy
for me."

Forgive me.,” he answered, a bitter

note creeping into his heavy volee
‘You are wrecking me You are
smashing all | hold dear You are

making my future as barren as a
rainy sea. Forgive me for not r:.ak'ng
the process a bit easy for you
You have no right to say such

things!™ she flared “It is cowardly
It is ungenerous. ™

“Why? Because you are a woman?
A woman may flay a man She may
break his life to pleces for her own
amusement. If he dares to protest, he
is cowardly and ungenerous Hecause
she is a woman. A man's hands are
tied behind him by that asinine old
tradition How about the woman who
pommels a man when she knows his
hands are so tied? [sn't she ar ‘cow
ardly’ and "ungenerous’ am | would
be if | thrashed a cripple? And yet
women clamor for their ‘rights''—
Rights! With one-tenth of the ‘rights’
that silly chivalry showers upon wom-
en, 1 could conquer the whole world!"™

“But you could mnot conquer one
woman. If | begged you to avold a
gseene It was as much for your own
sake as for mine Hinee ysu will have
one, let's got It over with pe quie,
as we can. Here ls the situsticy |,
—————

bandful of words: I met you
weren't lilke any other I'd ever
known. You didn’t fall down and wor
ship me at sight—or pretend to, which
comes to the same thing It didmt

You

man

séem to interest you that | had money
and that other men made fools of
themsaelves over me And then your

Quixotie ideas about polities and gov
ernment and all that sort of thing, ap
pealed to me. These and other rea
sons of the same kind made me think

1 was in love with you."

“You didn't think You were'
And—"

“Perhaps Perhaps not Does it
matter—now? Isn't that also an ef
fort to save the anchor after the
wreck? But pever mind. 1 thought
I loved you With your impractical

high-souled ideas about political re
form and the people’'s wrongs you
seemed to me a modern Galahad; in
stead of just a —Don Quizote.”

‘Ah!™

“I'm sorry It makes you wince
it's the truth. And the
erally painful When
MmAarry me
had stooped to earth
way to feel when one marries. [ dida‘t
know it then. [ do, now. And per
haps the knowledge that I would not
be allowed to marry you just yet, or
even acknowledge our engagement,
helped strengthen the [nfatuation
Then when 1 found | must go to Eu
rope so soon, and you begged me to
give you just this one ‘perfect week,
it all seemed o natural—so right—so
beautiful—"

I was wrong'”™ he cried 1 was in-
sane. | had no right to suggest It |
had no right to let you consent.”

But, womanlike, she would not let
him blame bhimself

“It was not your fault,” she cried
Or if there were fault at all it was
mine as much as yours I say you
begged’ me to here You did
not, At your first hint | was as cager
as you Perhaps,” she added with a
return of her forced hardness “it was
not 1ite the

But
truth is gen
vyou wanted to

That isn't the

come

way one would expect a
id 6 week

Galahad or a Quixote to sper

[fut the blame I8 as much mine as
yours So don't let's talk of that
Can't we both forget (t?"

Forget it?
life."

Why, girl, it's my whole

It iz an eplsode whose
be sweet or
make |t
leave no

memory can
bittesr asa we choose to
We were clever enough to
trace when we went away
I'm supposed to be on a visit and
your worthy constituents were told
that their congressional representa

I felt as though a demigod |

sented to a "honeymoon
'}l"r"‘
done such a thing,

disgunt

showed across the Woman's face as if

& chance to get back your love? |
had It once—1 can get It agaln if you
will glve me the chance | know | can
make you happy

A smile that of the
twisted her set lips- and died

rnchk

before

savored

it reached he
No, dear wh
L make PPy doubt

ntradicted g tly
You can
f vou can make any w an happy \
Wnmt one who di
Galahad side

respedct o avel
you couldn t hold her v ~N N AN
ever vally lowve A man becaus o
was good O CURUSS LT fought
ARalnst pe

She might adn

itleal evils or slew Jdrag

miration and reverence are t i r
every-day fare
od you to say craey ador gt K to
her, you would be thinking it A New
insurgent plan by which
block the machine
she hoped
or a few
from the Capitol
framing your next
such
his wild
the quick noticing of anything she
puts on to please him, are the ris
that lash a woman s
Not her pride in the way
his country's political
Listen'"” pleaded
Kive it all up: m
fight for the people
evervithing 'l give it all up—all
it you MArry me
chance to make you love me agaln
“It's no use,” she returned “"For the
moment you almost carried me off n
fest. | can
speeches

N COnEroas W hen
you'd buy her so sy
flowers on you WA "
vou'd be t .y
speech to think o
triftes Fhose same trifles and

SXIFrAYARROCY f prais A

heart to a all &
he s fighting
batties

Standish il

¥ seut In congress, my

my poiitical hopes

will and give me a

inderstand noews why you
that stupidl
SWAY people tiut it's only an
pulse Inside of an hour you would
question L. Inside of & day you v
regret It

No! No!

And Inside of A& week you woula
be seervtly reading every scrap of con
greasional news and cursing » r lot
at being out of the Nght It would be
like all sacrifices. In time one gets to
hating the person one
Oh, it would be
It would be
week

‘Today there seems
understand he
thing s very
you've chosen

read so ¥, CA

made them
misery for us both
even worse than this
much 1 dom't
retorted Hut one
clear the course
s an Impossible one
for you. You must marry me. If not
for love, then because it Is the right
thing to do. | do not ask you to care
for me or even to live In the sams
house with me. But for your own sake
you must

“It |s for my own sake that | must
do nothing of the sort You get your
ideas of life from books Too man
people do that | am not going to
this one mistake ruin every bit of
future., | won't let one moment of folly
blot all my Ilife Men don't Why
should women? There is st!!! much
in the world for me. And for you, too
if you'll look at it sanely Oh,
my kind of sanity
it Is sanity You are held back by
centuries of traditions Your
began life as a milllonalre’'s son.  Mine
began It in an Irish orphange Y our
grandfather was a
udge | don't know who
There must be something
this talk
1 don't
your sisters

o me

my

I know
shocks you Hut

father

supreme ourt
mine was
after all, in

of heredity For

suUppose

Instance
there's & girl In al
set who would have ¢
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