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by the shoulder». be began to laugh
as be bad oot l a n i M  lu e l l  months. • 
l ie  m i kied uni ki iu> breath »«< ml 
gone, mid 1‘tip Friat«-e. w atch in g  blni. 
Iieiciiii In persplre »1*011 I lie tem ples.
I lie  light « u  b r e a k in g  III o il  UIIO a t  

leal.
"(III. B illy !”  panted the sporting edi

tor o f  (be Han M iguel M eaaenger. i 
'T h is  la Im m ense! T h is  la the beet 
ever! I forgot lo  tell 7011 that I’op 
here la the w out for T im  C ah ill and 
tlie W anderers, and b e t  rwme dow n 
here- l-ord. I’ ll die In a m inute:—be e 
cum * dow n  here. HIII7. to  look o v e r, 
our league! O ur league!*’

T hen  K llbou rn e began to cackle, and 
Ibe 1 wo 1107a clun g to each other and 
laughed until poor HIII7 went Into n 
spasm of roughin g. W hen be ro u ld  
re n tie r  an Bit lent breath lie reproached 
n t l b M  a  »-skly

"Y o u  ou gh tn ’t to m ake (ne laugh th a t
w a y."  be [«tiled  " I t ’a bad for m e.”

I’op t  ria l»*, wlioae aetiae o f  hum or
waa n ever bla at rung point, clam ored 
for fu rth e r Inform ation.

"A n d  ttila stuff, aald be. tappin g th e 
paper accu sin g ly . ' i s  a ll bunk. I su p 
pose? T h ere  a in ’t an7 league here a t  
u l i r

"Pop.”  sidd M eegan te a rfu ll7 , for be 
bad laughed until be cried. "70U do 
11» an Injustice. You are  now In th e 
presence o f  the Independent N orthern 
New M exico league! A llow  ine! M r. 
K llbou rn e here Is the Boston c lu b — 
Paul Itevere. Oral base; John A dam s, 
re n te r Held; John H arvard , catch er! 
O ur friend. C h ie f A ntonio here, la the 
A p arbe c lu b — Haw Dog. B ald  l^proet. 
Hinging M ule and others too num erous 
to m ention. Jefferson D av is  Johnson 
la the C oyote  c lu b —nothing leaa than 
a statesm an  In the lineup, and 1— 1 
represent the M exican population w ith  
the Han M iguel Hidewlnderm. T h is  
gentlem an la our official um pire and 
score keeper, Mr. Parks. T h e gam es 
are p layed upon the board which 70 a 
fee  on the ta b le— the Invention o f a 
C h icago  fan and the c lev e re st th ing o f  
the sort I ever saw . You have Inter
rupted a grea t double header betw een  
the A p ach es and Cajotem. and the 
score la— P a rk s, w b at la the official 
score?”

"E ig h t to three, fa v o r  o f  the A p a 
che».-  said P a rk s g r a v e d  "H inging 
M ule got tw o  more hom e runs '

Pop looked about him. discovered a 
ch a ir  aud found bla w ay  to  It upon bis 
sh ak in g  legs

"W ell. Jobn n 7." he rem arked grim ly , 
"a ll I’ ve got to  sa7 la th at 70U and 
jo u r  buok n ew spaper h ave  m ade an  
a w fu l su ck er out o f  m e.”

“O b. I s a j ! ”  cried K llbourne.
“ Y ou ’re m istaken. Pop.” said  Me*- 

gan e a rn e st lj. “ It  w as the fe llo w  
who handed 700 the copy o f  the Mea
aenger who m ade a su ck er o f 700.” 

H ere F iisb e e  turned very red and 
sank still deeper Into hla chair.

“ Yon see. It's th is w a y ."  continued 
Johnny. “ W e get oo t th at paper for 
our ow n am usem ent, and It’a not fo r 
general c irculation . W e print ju s t  
enough to send to our friends W e 
fa k e  e v e ry th in g  In It. and there's n ev 
er been any Intention to fool any ooe. 
You don 't know  bow slow ly  the tim e 
passes In a p lace o f  th is s o r t  and If a  
man hasn ’t som ethin g to  keep him 
busy he's lik ely  to go n utty 

“ A pal o f  mine In Chl<-agn shipped 
me this m echanical ball gam e d evice  
becau se be had found It In terestin g  
W e discovered  th at w e could not only 
p lay  a re gu lar gam e on It. but could 
score It If w e g a v e  nam es to tb e c o u n 
ters. It stru ck  me th at w e could get 
up a fou r team  league and have a 
pennant race and at th e sam e tim e get 
som e live new s for our sp orting page. 
It has been a good laugh to 11a an d  to  
our friends. I f  anybody told you th is 
league w as on tbe sq uare  he lied, and 
you 'll have to light It out w ith  him ."

T h ere  w as a long, a w k w a rd  silen ce. 
T hen  Pop Erlabee sw a llo w e d  bard and 
ackn ow led ged  tbe corn.
’ “ It's up to roe." be said  b rave ly . “ I 

sw ip ed  th at paper off C h a rlie  H ough 's 
d e s k —and I guess It’a com ing to  roe. 
Jo h n n y!"

T b e  C o y o te  teem  o f  th Northern 
N ew  M exico league stood bom hly at 
F rish ee 's  elbow  a t  be At* a tatleod er 
He carried  a tra y  u|>on w hich w ere  
placed several long glass«-* In w h ich  
fifty  cen t a pound Ice tlnkltrd exp en 
sively

“ l.et us a ll have a litt le  d rin k ."  sa id  
B illy  K llbourne. “ Johun y. a toast!"

M eegan sm iled o v e r tb e  top o f his 
glass at Frist»«.

"1 g iv e  you th e Phan tom  league, gen 
tlem en!-  aald Johnny T h e r e 'l l  n ever 
be anoth er one like It!”

“ Am en to th at!”  said  Pop FTIsbee.
It w ould be a pleasan t th ing to  end 

th is story w ithout m ention o f  tta se
quel. T b e  Joke carried  too fa r  some
tim es becom es a tragedy.

T o  do Johnny M eegau Justice, bo 
n ever Intend«»! th at th e facta  con cern 
ing Frtabee a v isit should becom e pub- 

' lie property, but tbe friend w hom  John
ny asked to regard the letter aa confl- 
d tn rla l had a sen se o f hum or d ev el
oped at the exp en se  o f  his good taste. 
Inside o f tw o  w«-eks the story ap p ear
ed In 400 new spapers, copied from  th e  
origin al, w hich w as prlntt-d In C h ica g o  
Pop Frist««- and the Phantom  leagia« 
be*-atne the stan d in g jo k e  o f  tb e  "w in  
ter leagu«*s" and hot stove  fan n in g 
bees.

T h ey  laughed Pop F rlshee  out o f
has«-tuill. and th ey  cam e near laugh in g 
him Into an asylu m , so In th e end the 
Phantom  'cag u e  becam e very  real to 
him T h e Joke broke his heart and 
»l-ollisl th e heat scout In th e cou n try  
ru m ake a second c lass stre e t ca r  In- 

j  s|-e«'tnr.
Johnny M<-egnn Is hack on th« Job 

icnln S om etim es he cornea across Ptip 
I'rlslw-e In his hlne uniform  hut Pop 
-tlw ava happens to he looking tt>« oth
er w a r. nnd M eegan w«**iid g iv e  a great 
deal I f .th e  Phantom  leagn« had M e a t  
• l is te d

aud dan changa. TU* s a tin i timida ear
Hon o f the paper tw o  full ahaata- 
waa ilavotad lo sporting new s, and Uia 
thing Which caught Pop F ria b r a s  vya  
am i •aiiae 'l It lo  bulge sligh tly  'w a s  
the colum n o f box scores aud tlia 
'IUH lai Htnndlug o f  the Indepvudcfit 

.Northern New M exico Ismgua.'*
bu fferin g  souk es!" grunted tbs 

aroul. " I  never kuew  they had a 
league In northern New M exico! Out 
law s, o f couraa!”

There It w as under hla very eyoa— 
the |»-r- «Ullage colum n of tlie league, 
w ith fou r -'lulis In tlie order nam ed: 

Won I-net P  C
Apaahaa ..........................*  a  «**
(•osimi Ferriere .......... n  M tal
H an M lg u s l  H t-ie»  b e le r à  a  Ti i U
Johnson • « .,,.,ivs 1« u  ms

•T h e y 'v e  been playing a ll season. 
Ha I u n la y s  and k u m la y if ’ though; Erta 
bea " W e ll.* w a il, w ell! I »u n der If 
I know auy of those pía y ora!”

I le  cast his e ye  dow n the line o f the 
Is il scores T h ere  waa uot a profea 
alona! nam e tim i he had ever heard 
before T lie  Han M iguel H ldewlnders 
hail a M exican lineup Judging by tbe 
nam es orti», flou xales. M a rtin e t Val 
di-x. M orales H arria . Homes. V ig ilan ti 
M eegan T h e last nam e jarred  slight 
ly K o d e h tly  tlie H ldewlnders had an 
Irish p ltrh er

Th«- A pache team  contained such 
w arllk v  souls aa ¡tunning W olf, .'ling 
lug Mule. Haw In-g. H ow lin g H enry. 
H ungry C oyote, Bald H ornet. Foot 
l«»MH- Pete. Hweel E ven in g Itreese and 
A ster Antonio, th e p itcher

"W ell, w h at d 'y e  think o f th at?" 
m used tha scout. " A  regu lar Indian 
team , and holy MAaes. how  those boys 
ran hit ?

Indto-d. tbe box acore o f  the gam e 
le lw r e n  the A [« cties and tbe Boston 
T erriers  proved It T b e  hit colum n 
w as th ick ly  sprin kled w ith  tw os and 
tlireea. and In the sum m ary tb e Hat o f 
extra  liase bita w as a long one A lte c  
A ntonio w as credited  w ith  tw o  hom e 
runs aud a double. Hinging M ule bad 
tw o  double« and a trip le; Footloose 
P ete w ltb  fou r bita out o f  fou r tínica 
up bad a borne run. a trip le  and tw o  
alngl««. and Bad Hornirt had tw o  
trip!««

T hen  cam e tbe crow n in g su rp rise  
the n am e w hich a|>peart-d at the b«-g1ti 
nlng o f  the story o f  tbe gam es. T h ere  
It w i t .  ju st aa Pop Kris bee bad seen 
it a thousand tini«« In «laya gone by. 
In I «ti pulnt go th ic— “ John M eegan 
J r "

"Johnny Mes-guu!”  aald Pop "Ho 
I hat's w h ere he w«-ut! Aud tie's work 
lug on a rotten lltU e paper like this! 
Too bed! W ell, th ere 's oue boy who 
kn ow s a twit p layer when be n v s  one 
W bat does be b a ve  to sa y ? "

John M eegan. Jr . bad a great deal 
to say. H U account o f tbe gam e b e  
tw een the A p arb re  and tbe Boston 
T erriers left no v agu e sh adow  o f  doubt 
in Pop K rtsb eea mind. From  the In 
s la n t bis ry e s  a lighted  on tbe "stan d  
Ing o f  tbe league' be bad fe lt th e In 
clln atlo u  to m ake a trip  o v e r Into Klo 
A m b a  ruoti 17. w h erever that should 
[irose to lie. aud tak a  a look a t tbla 
uuku ow u  collection  o f  ball playera. 
W hen he ran hla e y e  dow n the tlgurus 
w hich ropfkoaoted tbe terrltlr h ittin g  
a b ility  o f  tb e  A paches the Inclination 
grew  stronger, but w hen he read w b at 
Johuny Miwgnn bad lo  say about 
A lte r  Antonio. Hinging Mule. Foot 
looae P ete and Bald Hormri tb e  fa te  
o f  the lude|»-udent Northern N ew  
M exico league w as settled  T hu s w rote 
Johnny Meegan

N s v r r  h s s  su ch

hla banda, "w h e re  w ill I find tb e  sp o rt
ing ed itar o f  tbla grea t religious 
d a lly  r

T b e  M e llra n  appear««] troubled and 
begun to roll a c igarette  

"(Juleli S i l l s * !  lie  Mild.
"Me«-gao U his num e." said P o p -  

‘‘Johnny M eegan.”
" A h !"  aald the youth, w ltb  a sm ile 

H e |silute«l tow ard a large  adobe house 
which stiss l 011 a slight rise o f ground 
on the o u tsk irts  o f I he v illage 

T b e  front ibsir o f the adobe house 
was open. and. as no atten tion  w as 
[«Id In Ida knock, Pop K r Is bee stepped 
Inside. In tbe m iddle o f a large  room 
tw o men w ere seated on opposite oblea 
o f a ta b le - a  negro and an Indian. A 
w hite m an. U tile m ore than a akele 
ton. sat at a so. Il Irb is  w ltb  a p en d i 
In bla Angara anr » p a d  o f popar b*e 
fore him It waa Fred P a rk s Not 
one o f the queer trio look««] up ka Pop 
enter««l the room and tb e tw o  men

Hy C H A H L f c »  L V A N  I O A N

P r o m  “ T h e  T e n  T h o u s a n d  H o lla r  A r m  
a n d  O t h e r  T i l e s  o f  th e  B ig L e a g u e "  

U p p il|h i,  im a. tor «m ill, Marnar«! Corni »«nr

^ O M l  1 U A V Itt i*l( I M ill. IC. I’op 
M  M u « - '  for sh ort, w as a big
\  • « * ' ..........

"  r«M th«- I «o«* AI o f those who 
y not h»-1"  th«' e x a ct sta tu s o f the 
« h a ll • * - -  w e w ill lay i  Auger on 
•W Of |h- coudltioiia w hich crw alnl 
• partlcu  ir bran- h o f Hie sportiug 
view.

fl l u l l  th e . ago baaelw ll waa a rac 
tloa. T li- -- It grew  Into a coim uer 
I akpeftu  ' t. br<«<leiu«l lu lu  a pay 

q  prapm li -n and la now. lu point o f 
uey ia*e» t-d . Inter«**!» slake«! am i 
,U lar fa llo w in g. the greatest out
g  M M * ...... "I  enterprise  lu tile
rid
V h ea ha set«  II began to pay the
' M g a i  Set nlMMIt sea-urlug perform  
I w ho •o n l- l draw  m oney at tbe hut 
m p f lH p  la lo  say. playera who 
(14 Wta gm nea T h e  gam e Itself de 
kipgd a h u ,. srb-UIIAc Hues, xml tb e  
t Isagas c a n *  next, w ltb Its ever 
T e a a la r  dem and for w w  M -ud 
The b ig  lengua la an unfea-llug sort 
•0  orto i is T lie  play «ir w bo stru g 

■  lo  th- lop bolita hla Job Juat so 
Xg aa  hr can  play his |»axltl»u a III 
- M l h r tie r  than au y other n u n  
koto the m anagem ent can  dud. and 
g [n a o sI neut Is e v e rla stin g ly  uu 
e  luohauI fur lh at other man T h ai 

w h ere Ibe scout cornea Into play 
la Job h  to And tlie Imi. s who are  to 
t tb e e l i '  o f tom orrow  
Pop f i l a 1 -- « g-«>d arnut. He
r«n> his tern s aud hla thlrtlx« he 
d  beao l«H p layer and a team  cap  

‘ lo fa  ox- us In Ibe minora Hla In 
AUty 10 bit high d a a a  p itching bad 

"inda IQ OS him to S[«nd hla a ctiv e
ipe Juat -utaide m ajor league --rganl 
'lio n s, hut lie waa a m arvelous Arid 
(  Amt b a srm su  aud had a knack 
<0t  d o to h 'i ing raw  m aterial In a abort 
• C e  Of tim e
W hoa F rlsh ee  startsd  to tak e  on
eigh t A»<t ««Mild n<> longer "spaaF* 
1« bad th ro w s at Aral he hrgan lo 
o h  a h o u ■ him for a perm anent [nal 
on o f  Ann -- sort, and T im othy C ah ill 
I th at tin e m anaging the W an derers 
von th« twnrb. em ployed F rtstw e as 

arwot j < sh ill bsd  oo>* [ilayn l se
nd horn um ler F rist«« , and ha bad 
« p o rt  for Pop's Judgment of a year

lie  [w tlru l. for the story Ix-glns be 
g in s w ith Johnny M eegau sittin g  In 
frou l ot an ad-lar liouae lu tlie  Uatulel 
of Huu M iguel, county ot Itlo Arriba, 
state  of New M es Ico

In miwl o f the little  to w n s o f Nsw 
U i-xl-o, far sw a y  from  the main Ilium 
of the rallr-M-l. there are m ru from  
east o f th«- M lsalaslppl. Hoiuh uf them 
live lu llia l high, dry atm -m pbers tie 
cau se  they Aud tbe fa g  end of life  
awtnri lo  them  T h ere  are others who. 
aa they say . h ave  "taken  It lu tim e.' 
T hese expect |u gel well aud return 
som e day la  l l a l l i  country T h at 
phrase la a s  old us tb s  g a n leu  o f  Eden 
and It w aa luveut««l when A dam  look 
ed t«- k over Ills shoulder and caught 
tbe dash o f  tbe sw ord  at tbe teuiuda 
ríes H od's country la n esar tbe laud 
lu w hich 01« Uvea, but th e hind lo  
which une can uol return. T hua to John 
ny M eegau "H od 's -o  u n try" meant 
C h i-ago. to Itllly K llbou rn e It meant 
B oat011. t-j F red Parka It m i« n l Hba 
iiMikln. Pa., and lo  Jefferson D avis 
Johnson 'H -d'a  co u n try"  m««nt Haiti 
more

T be C h ica g o  sporting w riters g s v s  
Johuny M eegan s  farew ell iMuqUet 
and a lovin g cup to tak e  w ltb  him 
when be w ent a w a y , am i they drank 
lila hi-alth will- a choke In Ibelr 
throats for they did not s i  pert Lo aee 
him a gain  Henlence bad hern pro 
tiouros«! upon him by a s|«ctallat of 
In trn iatioL al reputation  a fte r  the star 
tw aeball re-Kirter had cvmgtisd a ll w in 
ler

"T h ere  la a ch an ca." said the ape 
ctallst " T r y  S a w  M exico or Arl 
tan a "

"N e ve r let It be aald that I quit 
w hile there w as a chain 's." said John 
ny M eegan “ I'm  on my w g y. doc."

Johnny had seen the local a|NMHallat 
at A lbuquerque, who had given  him 
hops and good a d v lrs  Open a ir  bad 
I wen rarommendr«l and Jubnny bad 
m ad* a long, ram bling trip  w ith a 
m ustang and a pack horse Han Ml 
guel had been at the end o f that Jour 
ney T h a t w aa because o f  R llly K ll 
bourne

Itllly w ss existin g  In Han Mlgviel 
with more com  fori than be had been 
able to And e lsew h ere  llllly  w as only 
tw en ty  Ave. but he had lived hla life  
In a trem endous hurry and crow ded an 
manv th in gs Into It th at It bnd been 
New Mex|c«> or heaven, and Itllly look 
no rh an cra  He m ourned for Ibwton 
snd the M aine wimmIs  am i m*arly wept 
w ith Joy at m eeting som e one who 
could g iv e  him an exp ert opinion upon 
tbe probable stren gth  o f  tlie ItrMton 
N ationals K llb n n m e's people w ere 
quite w ealth y , and he had turned an 
■ dot* house Into a verv ro m fo rtab ls  
a ffa ir T h e fu rn itu re  had twen bought 
In D en vrr and freighted  from  C ham a 
at the foot o f  th e Cum bre» pass

“ Y ou'll stay  here w ith me for 
a w h ile .’ aald Hilly “ N othing hap 
pena hy chance, you know Yon w ere 
Bent bare to cheer me up Juat th ink 
o f  a regu lar hlg league baseball w rit 
ar dropping In nut o f  tha rlonda' It's  
ton good to be true Now. bow la th is 
youn g H a w ley  going to do In tbe out- 
Be Id * And w h y did th ey tie  the can 
to llo m e r  K en m aly?”

Ho Johnny M eegan stayed  on at Han 
M iguel. Ailing hla lungs w ith  the cl««in. 
dry a ir am i hla stom ach w ltb  tbe ex- 
ce llrn l nourishm ent furnished by J e f 
feraoti D av is J o h n s o n , w ho bad unce 
been K llb o u m e 's  valet, bat through 
love wga now hla cook

IWsIdrs K llb au rn e am i M eegan. there 
waa Frml P arks, a w andering printer, 
who had reached the end o f  hla vwrtb 
ly p ilgrim age  at Han M iguel P arka 
bad a sm all general su pply atora and 
m nnaged to m ake a liv ing m ainly 
through tba large orders w hich K ll 
tsuirne g a v e  hint T h ere  waa also An 
tunlo. a you n g Jacarllla . who had 
barn lo  C arlisle , am i aometlm«« liked 
lu  rem em ber th a t he had played cen 
ter Aeld w ith  tbe fastest hall l««ni 
lhat th at school ever produce«! An- 
tunlo waa Interesting H e took K ll 
Isiurne ami M eegan on loug rid«« 
through the reservation, ami K ll 
bourne preteml««l thi.t he w as m aking 
a ctdlecllon  o f Indian b lan k ets It 
ga ve  him a slender Interest In life

One even in g  Meeiinii. K llbourn e and 
Parka w ere s iltin g  In front o f the llt> 
tel Tunralne. aa K llls iiirn e  [« rslsted  
In nam ing hla house l i e  aahi It hail 
a hom elike sound They had ex- 
tin usted seven  up. rlii.'h  and dom inoes, 
ami M eegan hail fs-ett recounting som e 
of hla n«-ws|«|H-r eiperienc«-*

"U ««h .'  »«hi John n y; " I  w ish w e 
hail a |ia|»-t h ere ’ "

K lltsn irn e iai;glie«l until he coiigh««l
"M an  alive!*' ne i«nt««l "W h a t 

for?“
"W h y . Just for Ihe fun o f gettin g  It 

ou t!" aald Johnny ‘T h in k  o f  the 
th ing* vve - mild pm Into It! No <'»|>J 
de»k to get liy.' no city editor to howl. 
W hy. w e could ki-l tile  w hole aoillh 
w«**t !*'

"It  wotddn I p a y."  aalvl P ark * aoi 
eninly. whereU|«in both young men 
b-Hded at him

Pap f r i s k «  Scoutin g F ar New Baaa-
ball T slsn t.

(Posed by Mm  Brooklyn Dodgers.)

at the largo tab le  w ere deeply en 
gross««] In som e ga u ia  w hich th ey w ere  
playing.

T h ere  w aa a c lick , a w h irrin g  sound 
w hich - eased sudden ly, and the w h ite  
man said;

‘T h a t  waa a strik e . Jeff. You o f
fered at I t "

Pop Krtgbec w as abou t to  speak, but 
this rem ark Jolted the con versation  oot 
o f  him. " A  str ik e !"  H e “ offered at 
I t r  W bat nonsense waa th is?

O nce m ore tbe Indian bent over hla 
end o f  the board. Hla blue black hair 
tum bled dow n over hla crim son blan
ket. and be sq u lD ted  bard at a tr igger 
w hich should re lease  a round w h ite  
pellet tb e  s ite  o f  a sm all m arble. A t 
the opposite a n g le  o f th e board tbe ne
gro crouch««] In an e xp ectan t a ttitu d e

“ Com e on. A n ton io !" be coaxed. 
"G et 'em  oveh ! G et 'em  o v e h T

T h e  Indian Jerked sm artly  a t  a 
strin g, the tr ig g e r fell, and tb a  round 
pellet shot forw ard  T b e  negro m ade 
an abrupt m otion w ith  hla w rist, there 
w as a d ic k , and the pellet w ent flying 
back until It w aa stopped by th e rail
ing about tbe b-«rd T b e  thin man 
ar-we nnd exam in ed  the spot w here the 
hall stru ck

“ A tw o  bane h it!"  be excla im ed  
“T h a t  score* th e  man on ai-oond W ho 
Is th a t— H a yes o r T lU len?"

T h e  Indian picked up a sm all counter 
w h ich  had bes-n ly in g  on the board, 
turn««] It over and spoka In e xce llen t 
English.

•'N either one. T h is  la C leveland. 
You'll have to be more carefu l w ith 
th at score. P a rk a  Y ou 'll get It kll 
balled up again  "

T h e  negro crow ed.
“ I bean a-layln ' for th at cu rv e  ball 

o f  your» for th ree Innings.“  he aald. 
“ S tick  It o v e r here again , and w atch  
w hat I'll do to U T

Pop F its  bee started  to edge tow ard
tbe tloor .

“ I 'v e  gut Into a p riv ate  a sy lu m .“  be 
thought.

Ju st then th ere  --ame a qu ick  step  on 
tbe bard baked earth  ontalde. and tw o  
you n g m«qi burst Into th e room. A 
voice c r ie d :

" H o w 's  tb e  gam e going. T o n y ?  T b e  
Apnchea eatiu ' 'em  a live , as u su al? 
C om e on. you S iu gln g  M ula! T h a t's  
the— W ell, fo r hen t en » sak e! Pop
F rtsbee!"

And before Erlabee kn ew  how It hap
pen««! th ere w a s Johnny M eegan. thin 
nnd brow n and e vid en tly  ns hard as a 
w ire  nail, pum ping a w a y  at his right 
bsnd nnd try in g  to thum p hint on tbe 
back w ltb  bla le f t

"Jo h n n y." said the scout. 'I t 's  good 
to see you agulu  good to see you  look
ing *0 well Your C h icago  frien d s 
w ould n ever believe It w as th e sam e 
fello w  W hy, you look At to go ten 
rounds w ith a cham pion!*’

“ S u re!"  said M««-gan " I t 's  the coun
try  d-«-s It A  An«- place to s|-end the 
sum m er If you  say  It quick t*h. e x 
cuse m e' H illy. I w a n t you to meet 
Pop Frist««-, one o f  my old friends. 
I’ op. Mr K llb ou rn e o f ll-wion. sn d  a 
gm iid  fe llo w . T h a t 's  right L-et togi-th- 
er Now. then, w h at on .-iirtb are you 
doing Iq this G od for-n k eii co u n try?"

Pop produced hi* " f  the San
M iguel M essenger " W lia t :nn I doing 
here?" he rei«-nted "T h at'»  w h at 1 
eX|««'t you to tell me Johnny, w b at 
-I«««« this th in g  m ean?"

M eegan g lan ced  at the sheet, looked 
at Pop fo r a fn ll tw o  seconds in order 
to m ake sure that he w as in en rn aat 
and then, suddenly s e llin g  K ll bourns

Frtohoa went about bla w ork silent 
f. H a A«-« *-r hunted ball player» w ith  

bm »a hand or a ton-blight prorea 
loo. and he kept hla mouth ahUL 
•new d o r  ig hla Brat y ear hr bad ->|>wo 
I  bin Heart to a friend and It bad 
•Ot Mo- a w ond erfu l right ha ruled 
t a N H '  ' whom  be had d taro v em l 
Itch in g  In a tim ber league lu M k b l 
M X. T b * I  tau gh t Pop a lemon He 
Opt kti ow n  counsel, covered hla trail

h itt in g  te a m  been 
g a th e r « 1  t ,« e t h e r  In a n y  Im x u v  o f  th a  
c o u n try  K ilb o u rn a . w ho tw ir le d  fo r  tb a  
B o sto n  T e rr ie r* , h ad  a l l  hla u su a l c o n 
tro l. c u r v e s  and  c h a n g a  of p a c *  He 
m ixed  up h a  re p e rto ire  w ith  a ll Ih e  s k ill 
a t h is  co m m an d , b u t m an  a f t e r  m an  tb e  
A p a c h e s  w a ia e d  to  th e  p la te  an d  sm a sh e d  
tb e  b a ll lo  th e  fe n c e  I t  Mm  T e r r ie r s  tu m 
bled  a t tiroes It w aa b e c a u s e  th e  b a lls  
w h ic h  w a r*  hit th ro u g h  th e  infield  t r a v 
eled  a t  su ch  te r r ific  sp eed  th a t  It w a a  
p h y s ic a l ly  im p o ssib le  10 h a n d le  th em  
c le a n ly  O n th e  o th e r  hand. A n t o n ie  
u sin g  hie lig h tn in g  speed at a ll tim es, 
held  th e  T e r r ie r s  h e lp less  a n d  a ll but h lt- 
leea K llb o u rn e  a m en w e re  g a m e  an d  
fo u g h t  h ard  In th# ta r e  a t  a n  o v e r w h e lm 
in g  d e fe a t , b u t no p itc h e r  seem s a b le  to  
atop  th e  In d ia n s  w h en  th e y  begin  lo  b it.

F rlx la v  atopped off In D en ver to 
greet a few  old friends and ask  som e 
qiu-etlon* about w«**teru leaguers. On 
the m-i-ond afternoon, a* he wa* lo a f
ing lu the lobby o f  the B row n  Palace, 
be saw  D avy M artin llutp in w ltb  hi* 
suit case  aud w rite  bla uaiue on tbe 
register D avy w aa the acout fo r the 
Ib -n e d lita -tb e  very iula«-reant who 
had robt-ed Pop o f  the tim ber league 
p itch er aforem entioned. Pop held •  
n ew sp ap er In front o f bla eye* until 
M artin  waa sa fe  In th* e levator, and 
then going to hla m in i be hurriedly 
parked hie suit - asee.

“ It w ouldn't su rp rise  me a bit If 
iHtvy waa a fte r  the sam e bunch." be 
tb«iught to  h im self. "W e ll. If he beat» 
me he'll know he'a bean  tra v e lin g !"

A night *|»'tit on a l>enver and lllo  
G ran d e P u llm an  lauded Pop In Ala- 
rnoea In tim e for b reak fast, a fte r  
w hich be enitm rked on a narrow  gu age 
train  for the long. Jolting ride over 
the t ’unibre* pass, w ltb  C hants as the 
o b jectiv e  point. T h e  train  waa delay- 
mi eo that a night at the O bam a H ouse 
waa n«*'«««ary. and the fo llo w in g day 
Pop clim bed Into the buckboard for 
Han M iguel •

“ A m istake "  thought Frlah«-*. “ Bgee- 
lu ll 1 in a dum p like  th is?  Not In a 
thousand y«-are! H ey. boy. w h a t’s th e 
nam e of th is [dace?"

A fat, pts-k m arked voting M exican 
em erged from  l*nrka’ general m er
chandise eiii|Mirium tu tim e to n nsw er 
the question. It w as Imtred San Mlg 
tie!

Pop stood in the w h itish  dust tie 
tw iv n  his sidt cases and te lt In an In 
tier po. k«-t. I lls  brain stnggtMvd be 
t»»«-n doubt and certa in ty, and he 
c llin g  d«—[H-rately to  a printed word, 
as men have done since n ew spapers 
w ere  Invented.

"A m ig o ."  ssltl Pop. {«tinting to  the 
hendlug o f the [Mt|«-r whl- h he held In

Ho W *s a M arvalsua Fielding FI ret 
Baaam an.

IF--*-' by Ball of th* lied Hoi )

w h ere  he could and when on tha scant 
w a s  a* secretive  as a d e te c tiv e  Com  
petit!«" was stiff, and a ll the c lo t«  
w e re  w om lerIng w h ere F r lto e e  “ dug 
o p  bla live o nes."

Fop F rla l« «  has anoth er Job now. 
Ho la an inspector fo r a public se rv ic e  
corpe- it Ion. Into hla w ork he puts
Do wait huslaam . and out u f It he ge ts  
no pleasure. I lls  saln ry check la 
amallrr too. and It m ay 1«  th at he 
odttri"- the lncreH S««l coat o f  liv in g

Hie Judgm ent o f  a ball p la yer la av 
e ry  bit 11a k««-n as It w as ten y e ars  ago, 
an d  he still retain s Ihe qunlltltm uf 
mind w hich m ade hint a su ccess aa a 
aroot. T hen  w hy la he an ln*|««'tur? 
Heca ise he w a* laugh««! out o f  baa«- 
hall- gu yed  out or Ihe hualnesa to 
w hich he gnve Ihe beat ye ars  o f  Itlu 
Ilf*, l i e  waa the victim  of a practical 
Job« w hich waa certa in ly  n ever aim ed 
a |  Hubert Davla Frial«.«

1

I
I


