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ht ti it« tftHler I lu  I  H tuart k u ru  
■ ru lli I I r  r e » |* r « l  l « o  of I b ir r  
k i  I* u r r k  fr* m Nan Hbe bad t • *1 
Mo fu ll d r lft il l l i r  U d ir  Ul«ll*« Mlf 
J . \ ut tn«( t*f bla liofili 

fa»l developing lu lu  x  lunula 
«a *  not ■urprl»«"d R( l l i r  end **f 
month« lo  bear ber fa m ilia r  tu b  e 

bl« telephone
we’ve re ltirued . J im  « a lted In 

!(•* f 4 e*< ftl-r lite  rr|» » rtrr«  l l r  1»
f r rb lr  W e haven ’t Ihw ii In ! lie 
linee boum, but lie ha« n*k«*d for 
dotxo tlm«*« C an  you cun ir up

p?**
la rt t i c l t s l r d .  th ro . " I H  rum ». In- 
>er«»l .lo w ly .

I <1 *11 arti«» o f d n n c rr  In Ih» 
;th  and tenderne«. o f N su 's  greet 
II»  not only forgot til* f ra n i Im i 
I lird ill III .» I f  fo r I I I .  low » ’ II 

of l i r r  < l ia r a r t r r  III aup|«edng th a t 
"uld allo t* h e rse lf or |>»rmlt him  

Ha. fh r  tin» o f danger l l r r  aoll. I 
for l l l r r n a  a r r n in l  i lw | i  and g r illi

r t i . Joy at m eeting fttuart wna 
ill . and m oved lilm  deeply H r  

: r|a»d to find him  an a lm n ii 
-idly. tn Iwdjr and yet ao broken

Irti
It iti»  a lin in k rt ) hand d u n g  to

lead 's.
U know . I f r i t  II I»  th in g  creeping 
' for Ih »  paat tw o y rn ra . Imt I 
I't l»t up T h a t 's  w hy I ‘ trlawl ao 
I"  ¡>iit a i m  o f th» load on ym ir 

d rra  A t Irnat you ra n  lir lp  m* 
t w rit T o  III»  t i r v II w ith  Ih r  dor 

I'm  t im i ,  too. o f a ll th» ayro- 
ta liant and foula who hang 
i't I d id n ’ t m ind '»m w t ir ii I waa 

Mut th ry  get on my n»rv»a now. 
"• (ora k»t>t d in n ing  Into my ra ra  
T r»  got to r»«t and p lay , and 

■•n» old d n ff r r  m » r  In F ra n c *  
l'Ira  luto  my li»mt that brought 

> k homo to am  you. I I »  told mo 
I "ti a am ali Irm i w ith  n alnglo 
and a n .n g ru la l fr l»n d . got aw ay 
lam i, out ovory toloplmno and 

» I'll lino, got no in n ll, and ahoot 
«II w in te r , and lio’d gunrantoo

• a now man n ex t aprlug I ’ ro  
for you to  g00»pt tho Inv ita tio n  
into  mo to alioot d u cks w ith  you

In V irg in ia .”
h"t In v ita tio n  ?*• H tuart a s k 'd  In
1»o
•if. tho ono you na.nl to reproach 
'•r not arooptlng W ill you go 
nir now ?”  
art .hook Ida head 
Tan t go." ho aald a lo w ly . 
h"a hadn't aald Nan u n i.t  go on 
Iflp . Imt In a flash o f w arn in g  In 

ho know  I t  Th o  daugor o f
• situation on a yach t would to* 
"I only a fool would m a li Into It.

n't got W liy T "  tho financier 
In tono* o f gonulno dlalroaa.

• Im portant legal business 
■'» no uao In my going I can toll 
t i ir t ly  w here  to go, tho guide» to 

M  Ilio k ind o f  lam la you 'll need.
K.'t along lio ttcr w ithout mo.”  
"h 't go w ithout yo u .”  tho fluan 

•«Id Ian», lah ly . “ You know tho

p iar» , yim know a ll alao it th» Idn la . 
you enti tra . h m» thv Ina and o lila  of 
Mio Itu .ln m , and I ca li truat you I 
k in .w  lh .it  you won't try  lo w uriti out 
of me nuy In fo rm ation  my ouemloa 
w .m l.l llk »  lo know  I appeal tu th» 
laiy | Hard to know a l college. I li»  f r i  
low w ho f.m g lil fo r ni» oue day ”  

Htmirt li.mlinVr.1 «m i lookod a l Nan. 
who l.n .l .t .a n l uiotlonloaa w lil lv  Itiv  
ella a | H . k r

" ' I I ,  If Ihat'a  II I*  w ay you puf lt ,
I II la k r  a v a ra llo ii au il go w llh  you
fo r a moiiMi “

It i.m i«  arlre.1 bla liaud am i proaaml
II g rn lr fu lly

"M esi iimmI Ic Iu»  l 'v »  tiad In w e o k s"  
Nat* w alk .n l a low ly  arroaa i l» . rxiom. 

look»? Itilo  hla • ) a* am i aald . w llh
» to u tlo n :

"T b a tik  you. Jtru  "  
lu  0»» d a ta  ! ti.» party  tiad com plete.! 

a ll p rv iw ra llo iia  and lllve u a  big 
Oteainer, Mi» Iturcanoor, a l lp |w l qulet 
ly Ihrougb Ih»  N srro w s am i headed 
f ..r  Mie V irg in ia  coaal. tow lng n tr in i 
U lt i*  v  hoonrr tm lll f ..r  c ru la lng  In |b» 
atru il w ater* o f tho »»ulti

l'h *y  tiad w arce ly  puf lo a..* wboli 
S tu a rt ta-gnn to cura., h lin a c lf fo r 
twing Uni Into «ii» h a alluntlon

I I I i  r i i .  hti.l In . l .t .n l  w llh  a unilonrtah 
ru t t i l i . la .tu  Miai Ihey  l>rgtii tlio ertila» 
r i i  Ilio  litt le  a. Imm.Iter o l i l i  Iter llln lt 
mi ctvw  an .l * I..wa» .p ia rtrra  a l o lir» , 
am i .1.»  Ih *  lln.n-nnin*r a .  Iter tondor 
T l . r  un moni Ihey « In i. k tho .w o ll 
untatilo H n u li I I . - A  Mio fllinn rlo r 
o r n i  I». Inni and II I . iln t in r  l i n e r  loft 
h | .  «Idr mi MI thè trip  etnl.nl

Nati waa lu m agnili, en l .p lr lt a , hor 
d - .*-X . fin .Inn i an .l lier e le a  ap ark l.n l 
w ilh  t In» Joy of a . hi hi S tu a rt
w al.die.1 Iter w llh  growlug wou.tor at 
ber » terita l yo n lh

l'he nlgtit « a .  ono o f o ttrn o n llu a ry  
ap rlt ig l.k r  a lr  Mioiigli II nn» Ilio  lòtti 
o f 1 *r eii)!n*r A g e lili»  l .r r rn *  w n . 
P I"«  In*; frou i Ilio  aoutb and Mi» fu ll 
m »..u l l .a .l .n l Ilio  atn.aiMi aa-a w lth  aoft 
a llvory rad iam o . Nati lualat.n l Miai 
M ilia ri .11 ».ti d.n'k « U h  hor Th e re  
w a* no lir lp  fo r lt  lllvo na  w oulil 
a ll» .«  no «no r i *  ept Mio ilcad i.r In hla 
m oni ami w  M ilia ri r r .lg t i.n l h lm *c lf 
to Mio Inm iily « f  Ilio  glorlo iia mono 

••Jlm " .Ito  .a ld . aoftly "  I don't 
llk»  y»u r a t t l lm lr . and I Ih lu k  « e d

f

txi

k
"■ ••t m adieina T v *  had in «vaaka.*

lad lo r light It out lioro and now In 
the la-ginning o f f i l l*  tr ip  It 'a  naoloaa 
to dolly It- You lira lta l.n l to ro ine  on 
do. k w ith  mo In tho m oonlight thlia 
even ing Your aaaum ptlon o f auch 
c h illin g  v irtu e  1« Im niltlng I w lah an 
a|Milogy and a prom lae never to do ao 
ag a in .”

" I  I a re  I re a lly  made you fee l Ih la T  
he aak.nl con trite ly

••you have and feel It keen ly , l-et a 
come lo  an m id cra land lng  *o u  and I 
N dh live  In glnaa houaca act on a very 
high h ill. No m atte r w hat m ay la* the 
ecercta o f my heart. I'm  not a fool, 
am i you can trnat my g'*«t ecnao.”

St mi rt preaaed her hand and aald 
g e n tly :

• I'm  a w fu lly  onrry I f  I 'v e  made auch 
Bn aaa o f m yae lf th at you have reeelv
ml I hla linpreaa lon ."

"Th e n  I fo rg ive  you!”  ahe erlm l. w lln  
a laugh, re leas ing  her hand unit rla lng . 
“ In ii on one condition ."

"N am e It .”
"T h a t from  I hla hour yon lie your 

old ae lf w ithout re stra in t and lot me 
be m ine.”

" I  promlae fa ith fu l ly ."
“T I mmi you can help me dow n th at 

atocp enm panlotiway and I ' l l  go lo  
lied. Good n ig h t.” 

lin t ho d idn't •¡■»nd a good n ig h t 
Tin. longer lie Ih o iig h l o f It tho more 
a ln l.te r  and dungerolM he fe lt hla 
a lllon At In at ho a ip iu re ly fin ml the 
fin t that hla desire  for Nan had In 
e ien .m l n h iind rm lfn ld  liy  thu fa r t  th at 
ho had lo .l her.

As he anl In the d a rkn ess  In  bla
stateroom  In* could hear eve ry  sound 
III the ad jo ln lug  on» w h ich  all» occu
pied as p la in ly  aa I f  Iho tb ln panel 
ling o f wood wore not liol wi»mi them 

l ie  wna a ftail to la* caught tn such 
a trap  I l ia  lova had lao>n too Pig mid 
a c r lo ii . n tragedy to end lu a vu lg a r In 
Ir lg u r  l ie  m ail» up hla o-.liid to ru t  
hla trip  abort on some p r o lr it ,  and In 
the iiie a iillm e  ho would ilovot« h ltnac lf 
fu n lifu lly  lo  an a ltom p l lo  s ta rt Itlvona 
on Mio road to re ro vcry  

At m u'cha-k Mi» next m orning the 
Mack uoae o f tho It iie rano er a low ly  
fe ll her w ay Into lin g  Is land  In le t, on 
Iho alioree o f old V irg in ia  and drop
ped her an. Iior In llio  deep w a lo ra  o f 
the rh a iin e l tan k o f the annd «pit

As Htuart stcp|»«*il on d.«'k a cloud 
of h la rk  ducks c irc led  grin » fu lly  over 
head and s lo w ly  spread out on th e ir 
fm-dlug grounds I l ia  hm irt gave a 
H indi of p rim it ive  joy  H r  waa a boy 
again an il Iho w orld waa young 

"t'o iifo uu d  tho iu l”  he erltat “ I ' l l  
show tbeeo dm k .  a t r ic k  or tw o be
fore Mil* trip  1» o ve r."

l ie  waa glad ho cam « III Tens had
put him  In com m and o f the litt le  
schooner nnd lie gave onion» at once 
to low er a tender and tow hor to an 
old a Be bo rage ho know In a ll lt le  rove 
iHdilnd H u ll m ara li And Mien hla 
tnm blo In-gan w ith  lllv o n a  

" la d  'em  tty I f  they wan« to : I'm  not 
going tn Imdgo Ho yo u rse lf. J im .”  

"H o m yae lf! W hat do you aup|>oa* 
I gave up my w ork and ram »  down 
hen. a m outh fo r i  I cam * to try  to 
teach yon how to l i re , you fool, and 
I'm  not going w ithout you H et Into 
your toga' T h e  gu|.b-a are her« and 
ready 111» tide w a lla  fo r no m an. 
not even a m illio n a ire ; ll'a  ebbing 
now.**

"W e ll, let It ebb I don’t w an t to 
atop It !"  the » Irk  m an snarled

Nan e a in r In. preaaed S tu a r t ' , hand 
a .  .b e  pn«-m1. nodded g i.a l m orning 
amt joined hor video to S tu a rt's .

•T o m r . you m ust go. C a l. I t 's  a 
gl»rl>ma day "

T h e  doctor allpped In  a word too 
“ tty a ll tnonna. M r Itlvona. got your 

hand In the first day  ”
l l l .o i ia  lifted  h lm ao lf P I a h a lf alt 

ting i.m tiire  glared at hla p liya lc lan  
and veiled w llh  fu ry :

"H ot o u t - a l l  o f y o e -a n d  let me 
alone! ’

f lu . doctor and Nan le ft on tip  toe.

but S tu a rt folded bla arm » an .l looked 
at llh e n a

" t i l l ,  n un »  n»w . th is  la too rtd lru- 
Iona, a .p ia rrc l II I«  Oral day o f our 
ahoollng llu t  yo u 'll h a t r  to get on* 
th lug II xml lu your head ouee fo r a l l ;  
you don't m u tile  en tire  world . T h e  
telephone, te legraph and m all se rv ice  
have been au»|»-tnl*d T h e  llu r ra n e e r  
has pu l to oca fo r New Y o rk  You 'rp 
on a litt le  » Igb ly-foot achoouer, 
an» In-red lu a hay ten m il»* w ide and 
a hundred tn llra  long and I'm  In com 
m and I w on't stand  any  nnnaeuse 
from  you * Com e dow n off your 
perch , q u ick T ‘

lltv rn a  sta rted  to »w ea r, caught the 
rxpreaston u f Mtuart'a face and su d 
denly r i t r i id e d  b is hand 

" I 'm  so rry . J im . you m ust not m ind 
my foo lishness I t  wwa a w fu lly  n ice o f 
you to come I ' l l  atny In  today, but 
you go and got som e ducks fo r din 
nor, like  n good boy. and nay— take  
Nan along and teach her tn ahoot. 
It 'a  getting to lie tile  rag * among (tie 
high flye rs  fo r the women tn about "

" I ' le a .0  do. J im !"  Nan cried  from  
the door Mho had listened outside to 
the duel In the atntem om  

“ A ll r ig h t ,”  be answ ered .
F o r  live  d a ys  Itlvena stuck  to hla 

h««l w ith  dogged determ in ation , and 
each day K lu a rt wont out w ith  Nan 
N ever hn.l ahe tieen m ore rca lstleaaly 
charm in g  K acb  day th e ir aaaocta 
tlon g rew  In tender In t lm a ry  nnd 
eve ry  fe a r th at bad st irre d  bla heart 
at f irs t w as lu lled  at last to Bleep 

On (be s ix th  day B ive n s  rose e a rly  
and declared that he would try  the 
d i ir k a  Th o  barom eter w as fa llin g , nnd 
d n rk . anow y looking c lo u d , were p iling  
up ou the weetern horizon A breeze 
cam e stea ling  out o f the cloud banka 
w ith  tho ch ill o f snow  In  Its  breath 

H lvetia Insisted on going out at ouee. 
ag ainst the ad v ice  and the protest o f 
tho guide. Ho not only  Insisted on go
ing a fte r  Iho d u cks , but. w hat waa 
worae. sw ore that be waa going to get 
hla m a ll uml te legram s from  the shore 

S tu a rt protested vigorously 
" I 'v e  told you thnt the guide la the 

only man who can run  th a t tender over 
the crtKikm l course to the m ain land , 
and I f  he f i e .  a w a y  w e 'll b a re  no one 
to take  ua o u t."

"W h a t do you ncml a guide fo r?  It 'a  
not a h a lf  m ile  to those blinds. I ’ ve  
seen you every day go back and fo rth  
In p lain  v iew  o f the yach t. Nan could 
row  out there and buck by he rse lf. 
Send him  a shore IV m ’t you know  how 
to put out yo u r own decoys?"

" I f  a strong b low  comes w e 'll need 
tw o  strong men to handle tho boat.”  

"H o t!"  HI vena cried . "W e 've  got tw o  
tender*. Send yo u r guide ashore w ith  
one o f the sa ilo rs  to  run  h is engine 
T h e  other man can tow us out and 
b a r f .”  ____________

C H A P T E R  X X .
T h s  T s m p tsr 's  Voice.

AO A IN  S T  hla Judgm ent S tu n rt 
a llow ed H lre n s  tn have hla 
w a y . T h e  litt le  man clnm- 

‘ bored on deck and hustled 
about, g iv in g  ord«*ra to the sa ilo r who 
w as stow ing  the lunch and am m u n i
tion .

W hen H tuart »topped Mie lender a l 
Mmi flrs t b lind . ala<ut t4*> y a rd s  a w s y , 
l l lv e n s  p ro testis i

"H e re , bore! I'm  no m ollycoddle I f  
I bave been s ick . I can th row  a »lone 
to th is blind . T h is  Isu 't Ih» oue I 
w ant T h e re  It Is  down yonder to
w ard  the end o f H u t m arsh  I saw  
thuusMuds o f ducks c irc lin g  around It 
yesterday I'v e  given In to yon e»ery 
day we've been down here. I'u i going 
to h a re  my w ay th la tim e ”

l i e  turned In  the sa ilo r  who w as 
runn ing  the tender's eng ine and spoke 
sh a rp ly .

"H o  to th a t o ther b lin d !"
T h e  sa ilo r  sprang to Mu w heel, and 

the tender shut abend H tuart settled 
back In bla seat w llh  ang ry  illsg uaL  
and ll lv e n s  laughed.

“ 1 beer up ; It 's  no use to g ive  order» 
fo r a fu n e ra l y e t  I f  we ra u 't  get 
back to that yach t In fifteen m inutes 
ag a llis i any w ind thnt b low s today I ' l l  
eat luy baL I'm  fee llug  better than 
I have fo r u io n tlu . I'm  In fo r •  good 
tim e I>ou't Iw  a p ike r "

K lu a rt determ ined to m ake the beet 
of It

“ A ll r ig h t "  he answ ered c h e e rfu lly . 
"Hood U n i .  n u n . I could w a lk  tu c k  

lo Mu yach t at low w a te r—It a ll g iue 
bare. "

"Yea . unleaa Mu w ind  hau ls lu to 
the northeast and ro lla In a big tide 
through th at In le t ”

" A l l  r ig h t ; let ber ro ll T h e  tender 
w ill com * h a rk  and pu ll us In .”

I ly  the tim e the decoy a Were out It 
began to sp it auow . and the w ind  bad 
freshened.

A s M u sa ilo r  w as about to s ta rt  
tu ck  Htuart s|»okr sh a rp ly ;

" l.ts te u  to me now. N ie ls. Keep  a 
sh arp  w atch  on th is w eather. I f  you 
w e  the w ind  haul tn the north  put a 
compiuta lu your tender, take your 
le u r ln g  from  the yach t to Mila b lind 
In rase  It  should sh ut In th ick  and 
come a fte r  ua In double q u ick  tim e. 
You und erstand ?”

"Y ea . a ir ."
" I f  It looks bad don't w n lt too long I f  

It should lu  blow lug a gale you'd bet
ter b ring the cook along to steer w h ile  
you w atch  yo u r eugtne. H a re  him f l l  
» light supper before he s ta r ts ."

ll lv e n s  w as vastly  am used at S tu 
a rt's  orders

Htunrt scanned the horizon, w atch 
ing a flock o f ducks w orking  th e ir w ay 
no rth w ard  T h e  algn waa om inous 
B ird s  know w hich  w ay the w ind Is 
going to blow liefore It cornea, and I f  a 
gale la on the w ay they a lw a y s  w ork 
Into the teeth o f It.

I t  waa iiacleaa to te ll (h la  to H lrens . 
H e d id n 't have sense enough to under
stand It Hut Htuart q u ie tly  made up 
h is m im i to take  up the decora and 
row In aa ao«n sa the tide ebbe«] down 
to tw o feet o f w ater 

In  the m eantim e be w o o li m ake the

best o f the situation  1 he ducks be- 
gsu  tu come lu sud decoy Ilk *  c h ic k 
ens. H e  k ille d  h a lf  a dozen and In the 
exc item en t began to forget tbe fool 
b an lliicae  u f tbe trip  

ll lv e n s  shot s  dozen tim es, m issed, 
got d isgusted and began to fre t sod 
com plain . H e  sa id :

" J im , would you m ind te llin g  me the 
m ental pro.-ess by w h ich  you rejected 
my offer? You 're  the only n u n  I'v e  
struck  on th is  earth  that d id n 't have 
h is p rice .”

T r r t ia p a  w *  have d iffe ren t w ays o f 
f ix in g  values. You are  uot yet f lfty  
ye a rs  old and a w reck  W h at's  tbe 
use? W h at can you do w ith  yo u r 
m oory now ?" ,

" I t  b ring s lu x u ry , ease. Indulgence, 
power, a d m lra t iiin . wonder aud tbe 
envy  o f the w o rld ."

•'W hat'» tbe good o f lu x u ry  I f  yon 
can 't en joy  It . ease I f  you never take  
It . Indulgence when you b a re  loot tbe 
cap ac ity  to  p lay , power I f  you 're  too 
busy getting  more to stop and w ie ld 
It?"

" J im . you 're  tbe biggest fool 1 eve r 
know , w ithou t s sing le excep tion ."

H tuart glanced anx io usly  townrd the 
yacht. I t  w as  S o'clock. T h e  tide had 
eblied h a lf  out am i there w us barely 
enough w a te r on the fla ts now fo r tbe 
tender to enma. I t  w as snow lug  hard
e r and the w ind  lisd  begun to  Inch  la  
tow ard  the north.

“ No m ore ducks today. C a l,”  H tuart 
aald b r is k ly , re lu m in g  to h is tone o f 
fr ie n d ly  com radeship "W e 've  got to 
get a w a y  from  here It 'a  getting colder 
every  m inute . I t  w ill be freezing be
fore n ig h t"

"W e ll , let It freeze ," B ive n s  cried  
peev ish ly . “ W h at do w e ca re ?  It 'a  
Just ten m inutes' run w hen the tender 
com es."

T o  K tu a rt 's  jo y  be saw  the men sta rt 
the tender.

" I t 's  a ll r ig h t ; th ey 're  com ing now !" 
he exc la im ed . "W e ’ll  have another 
c rack  o r tw o  liefore they get bere."

H e crouched low In  the b lind  fo r live  
m inutes w ithout getting a shot, rose 
and looked fo r the tender. T o  his hor
ro r he saw  her d r ift in g  help less liefore 
the w ind , her engine stopp«>d and tnith 
men w av in g  fra n t ic a lly  th e ir s ig n a ls  of 
d is tress

“ My G o d !"  he excla im ed . " T h e  ten
der's eng ine Is  broken dow n!”

“ W hy don't the fools use the o a rs?" 
"T h e y  can 't move her ag a inst th la 

w in d !"
" W ill  they go to se a?" fllven a  asked, 

w ith  some an x ie ty .
“ No; th e y 'll bring np som ewhere on 

a mud flat or m arah In  the tuiy on th la 
low w a te r , but (K id  help (hem  I f  they 
can 't tight th e ir  w ay  back before flood- 
tide ."

"W h y ? "  B iven s asked Incredu lously . 
“T h e y 'd  freeze to death In an o|!«n 

boat tonight "
“ N orw egian sa ilo rs?  Roah! Not on 

your life !  Th ey  w ere born on Ice
bergs."

Htuart tose nnd looked an x io u sly  at 
the receding tide H e determ ined tu 
try  to reach  the yacht at once. He put 
the guns In to  th e ir cases, snapped the 
lid s o f the em m unlttou boxes, stowed 
the ducks he had k illed  under the stern  
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