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HAPPENINGS OF 
CURRENT WEEK

BILL PROPOSES WATER CUT

Aid Offered Western Settlers by 
Irrigation Chairman.

Bits of Best Niws Items From 
Everywhere.

Washington, I) C. -Chulrmun Hmllh 
jo f Him house Irrigation commltlo' Mon 
•lay Introduced a bill to adjust water 
i la in  charges on a number of western 
reclamation project# In line with re-

_________  cent recommendations of the Interior

department.

PUTIN CONCISE FORM On the llwlae project In Idaho pay-
nienta would be auapendnd on approx 
fmately 7000 acrea temporarily unpro- 
duetlVH  because of aoll conditions 
The amount* of which act Hera would 
Imi relieved temporarily of paylnit la 
not elated.

Tim Klamath project In Oregon 
would lie relieved of $152,887 on ac
count of conatructlon work on land 
found to have been unproductive Sun-

FARMS SQUEEZED
STATE 

IN
NEWS

Salem -There wae one Industrial 
I fatality la the alate of Oregon during

Investigation of Year Supplies , n K  ' °
! Induatrtal accident commlaaton.

Much Data.

; I he week ending February 25, accord-j 
^  a report prepared by the alate

T b e1
I victim
i port.

waa A lc i  M (Jallacher, New

UNREST CAUSE NOTED

K vtn la  u f Noted People, G overnm ent* 

and 1‘ ac llfr  N orth  weal, and Other 

T h ln ga  W orth Know ing.

W eakened I ’oailion, laolation and l ’n- 

organUcd. tarmerà Turn 

to I ’olitiral Aid.

An offering of I500.ooo.uoo In 30 
year bonda wua announced Sunday by pcnalon of charges alao would be au 
Secretary Mellon In connncllon with j tliorlsed on acreug« which the reclam 
the regular March financing program 
of the treaaury

Mra lllanehe Itunluir. 32. acreen Be- 
treaa. formerly associated with the 
American Klim company at Santa liar 
bara. died al Hollywood. Cal. Sunday 
following an altack of heart dlaeaae

When the llllllnga. Mont . municipal 
hand alarted Itn weekly practice on 
the top floor of the rlty hall Sunday, 
a primmer In the cell houae In the 
haaement became violently Inaane and 
had to he placed in a padded cell

President Cooltdgc la convinced the 
country facea continued pro» peril y 
The recent drop In aecurlly value» on 
the atock market benefited condition» 
rather than forecaat any alump In bus 
Ine»» and Induatry. la the White House 
view

Forty nine women, one from each 
of thn atalea and the District of Co
lumbia. have been Invited to attend 
a maai meeting In their honor, to be 
held by the American Woman's a » »o  
elation at Madlaon Square Harden on 
Thursday night. March 18

A mass meeting at Poll's theater In 
Washington. II C . Sunday under the 
auspices of the Knights of Columbus 
of the District of Columbia adopted 
resolutions protesting against "the 
policy of religious persecution being 
followed by the present government uf 
Mexico."

Several hundred persons were ma 
rooned In drifted anow In various parts 
of Mluneaola over tbe week end At 
Mllaca. hundreds of basketball (ana 
and players were held imprisoned, 
while at Fergus Falls. 30 automobile 
loads of persons who attended an au 
tomuhlle show were detained by drifts

Andrew Volstead Sunday said that 
non-alcoholic drinks lasted as good as 
the alcoholic beer and wine, lie  spoke 
at a forum discussion of the I8lh 
amendment, of which he Is the author 
Heckling and applause met various 
statements made by the ex member of 
rongress. Several dry and wel lenders 
appeared on the same platform.

Hun proof stockings and frocks soon 
will he on the market. This was an
nounced by Sir Nlcholns (¡rattan Doyle 
at a luncheon of thn textile industry 
In laindon. Samples of the new knit 
fabrics were distributed among the 
guests to take home to their wives. 
The Inventor of the "run-proof" tex
tile Is A. Scrra of Lyons. France.

On his 77th birthday, Luther llur 
hank, famous plant wizard. who re
cently proclaimed himself nn Infidel. 
Saturday sent nut a message to the 
children of the world telling them that 
their hnpplness will he In direct pro
portion to their loving thoughts “ to
ward any person ami animal and even 
towards plants, stars, oceans, rivers 
ami hills."

The senate was thrown Into an up
roar Saturday when Senator llefltn. 
democrat, Alabama, was assailed by 
half a doten senators simultaneously 
(or his position on Muscle Shoals. 
Stunillng at hay, the Alabama senator 
fought hack in rliaracterlatlc manner, 
and during thn ahnrp repartee the gul 
lerlea and annate floor rocked with 
laughter.

An enterprising student at the state 
agricultural college at Manhattan. 
Kan , la paying hla way by arranging 
"date»” for atudents. Finding that 
competition had reduced the Income 
to be had from nil the ordinary student 
Jobs, this student announced that he 
would undertake to obtnln a date for 
any student of either sex. His com
mission Is usually a quarter.

Ilcmurkahlc Improvement In opera 
tlons of the United States Rubber 
company during 1825 compared with 
recent yearn wns revealed Sunday In 
the nnntinl report, which chawed sales 
o f $208.473.7.17. an Incrense of $34.259,- 
384 over 1924. and net Income of $17,- 
309,870. more thnn double the net In- 
eome of $8,388 035 In the preceding 
year. The figures are exclusive of nny 
Income from rubber plantations owned 
by the company, which cover 124,000 
acres In the far east.

atlon bureau might find to be tempor
arily unproductive.

Deductions from the cost of the 
Okanogan project In Washington 
would Include $227.783 on construction 
for unproductive lands and 8427.872 
on account of errors In survey and 
levying of charges

Minidoka project In Idaho would be 
relieved of |9I72.

Inductions on the Umatilla project 
In Oregon would Inrlude $490.390 on 
construction work, and approximately 
$400.000 for mistakes In surveys and 
faulty construction work. Payments 
would lie suapendod on temporarily un
productive aoll In the east and west 
divisions

The Yakima project In Washington 
w-euld lie relieved Of $3088 on account 
of unproductive aoll aa well as allowed 
to suspend payments on more than 
4000 acres held temporarily useless.

$20,000.000 AWARDED TO
PENNILES8 MINER

Kan Francisco, Cal. -George Camp
bell Carson. < ipper minor and desert 
wanderer, who hat looked up at the 
stars many nights from a bed of sand 
for want of a bettor couch, was placed 
In a position by the United States cir
cuit court here Monday to receive a 
fortune uf millions of dollars from the 
American Smelting A Refining com
pany for alleged Infringement upon a 
patent.

Kvery rourt Into which the miner 
has brought hla rase has sustained 
him, the list including the United 
States supreme rourt. The company 
sought to try the case all over again 
on iipw grounds, hut the circuit court 
said today that the bulk of Carson's 
legal troubles was closed and that he 
aheuld he given hla due.

The case concerned Improvements 
and reflnrmenta In the aide charging 
of reverberatory furnaces used for 
smelting copper ore. The patented 
process greatly facilitated the work. 
The ainelllng companies adopted the 
process, Carson contended, without 
giving him or his patent eredlt.

Marietta Holley Dead

Watertown, N. Y.— Within a few 
foot of the little farm house In which 
she was born, Marlettn Holley, who | 
wrote stories and novels under th e ! 
pen name of ''Samantha'' and “Joslah 
Allen's W ife" that stirred the Interest ' 
of another generation, died Monday In 
the country home she built near Pler- 
pent manor and which she called 
“ Dnnny View."

Living to be 80 years of ago. Mias 1 
Holly rould never understand why her 
books attracted such attention and 
why her plots appealed to hosts of 
readers.

Coolldge Warna House

Washington, I). C.- President Cool- 
Idgo served notice Monday on Chair
man flutter of the house naval com
mittee that he believes the $85.000,000 
five-year building program for the 
naval air service calls for loo large a 
peace-time expenditure. Mr Rutler 
was summoned to the White House 
to go over provisions of the bill which 
his committee has reported. Later 
Mr. Itutler declined to discuss his con
ference with the president.

Merger Plane Pending

Washington. D. C. -Tentative plans 
for u unification of the Chtcngo, Rock 

I Island and Pacific and thn St. Imuia-| 
San Francisco railroads to meet com-1 
petition of oilier rnada contemplating 
consolidations In the southwest were 
disclosed Monday.

Merger plans were disclosed at a 
hearing before the Interstate com
merce commission.

Farm Aid to Be Asked

Washington, II. C.- Farm organisa
tion leaders at a conference Monday

New York. — Radical tendencies 
among farmers once the backbone of 
American conservatism reflect a eer 
lous economic maladjustment, which, 
unless checked, must eventually ad 
vcrsely affect the national business 
»trie lure ,  says the National Industrial 
Conference board In a report Issued 
Sunday. The report, based on a year s 
Investigation, declared the contrast 
between the agrarian swing toward 
the left to be "one of (he most signifi
cant reversals In the political life of 
the United States" and "curiously con
trasts with the Increasing conserva
tive trend uf our urban population.”

The hoard, which Is supported by 
manufacturing, mining, transportation 
and public utility Industries, asserted 
that Its sponsors must study and un
derstand the problem of tbe farmer, 
because farm production Is closely 
woven In the national economic struc
ture.

Diffusion of corporate ownership 
among rlty dwellers has Increased ma- 
L-i laity the Interest In and under
standing of industrial problems, the 
hoard said, while the average farm 
represents a capital of about $12.090. 
usually Individually owned, and the 
farmers, to a large degree unorganised 
and Isolated, "naturally have tended 
more and more to resort of political 
pressure to obtain relief.”

"Rut the agricultural problem." the 
report says. "I# to no greater extent 
a question of what will he the conse
quences for our entire economic and 
buslneas life If American agriculture 
continues to lug behind In comparison 
with the general economic develop
ments of the country."

Reviewing the decline of farm pro
duction us compared with urban pop
ulation growlh. the report said this 
trend had been steady since 1880, the 
reduction since 1900 being estimated 
at 20 per cent. Ail the facta indicate, 
the hoard found, that since the begin 
nlng of the present century, "the cost 
of agricultural production prices and 
markets have not been such as to 
make It pay to maintain the name rate 
of Increase of funning production as 
existed before that time.”

The farmers' weakened position in 
meeting foreign competition waa attri
buted to the tendency of hta expenses 
to rise more rapidly thnn the prices 
of his produce. Overhead, capital 
costs, labor and operating costa rose 
300 per cent In the last quarter cen
tury. the report said, while wholesale 
prices o f farm products increased only 
120 per cent.

Actual earnings of the average farm 
er In 1924 were computed al $730 ns 
against average earnings of $1572 In 
transportations. $2141 in clerical lines 
and $1650 by government employes. 
The per cnplta income of Ihe farming 
population in 1921 wns given as $186, 
against $701 for urban dwellers.

Court Jolts Rancher

Detroit, Mich. After avoiding pay
ment of $7 u month alimony for more 
thnn 25 years, Sidney l>. Snnderson of 
Marlon. Or., must pay the accumulated 
alimony and Interest to his ex wife, 
Katherine M Sanderson Mum ford, ac
cording lo an order Issued by Judge 
Henry A. Mandell Saturday. Harvey 
B. M. Wilde, attorney for Mrs. Muni- 
ford. placed the amount at $5193.

The nltmony wus awarded by Judge 
W. L. Carpenter December 2. 1901. at 
which time Sanderson moved to Mar 
ion. out of the Jurisdiction of the Mich
igan court. Snnderson Is said lo own 
a ranch near the Oregon town. Accord
ing to the court order, the property 
will he sold to pay the past due ali
mony, unless Sanderson makes a cash 
settlement In the next 30 days.

night completed plans for th « long- 
heralded drive upon congress for agri
cultural relief legislation. It I* ex
ported lo lie launched with the opening 
hy the hone agriculture committee of 
hearings on a number of farm relief 
hills. Including the Dickinson surplus 
menaure.

"Pltllackere” They Are

Philadelphia.—A person Indifferent 
to Ihe suffering of an animal Is a ''pltl
lacker." The Pennsylvania Society 
for the Prevention of Cruelty to Ani
mals announces that "pltllacker'' was 
Ihe prixe winning name selected from 
nearly 500 submitted In a contest. 
''Pltllacker" was coined by Mrs. M. 
Mctlvnlne Itrady. Mickleton. N. J.. a 
newspaper woman whose husband I» 
an editor In Philadelphia. Words were 
submitted from many countries.

Ilalsey. —Kmmett Cook, who lives 
southwest of town, was seriously in
jured Friday by an enraged bull. The 
doctors say he will recover. He was 
untying the animal when he was at
tacked and only after a battle was he 
able to get clear.

Kugene. -The entire holdings of the 
Coast Range Lumber company at Ma
bel were sold at sheriff's sale Satur
day to the Continental and Commer
cial Trust £ Savings Rank of Chicago 
for $256.062 95 on a Judgment given 
the bank here a short time ago.

Madras.—The Jefferson county unit 
of the Kastern Oregon Wheat league 
hold an allvlay session Saturday pur
suant to a call by the Mud Springs 
grange of Madras and the Opal City 
grange of Clover. The meeting was 
presided over by County Judge John 
M King.

Kugene.— Miss Bernice Collier, a 
stenographer of this city, who died In 
St. Vincent's bosplul in Portland Feb
ruary 21. bequeathed $500 to her 
nurse. Miss Lydia Anderson, who at
tended her during her last Illness, 
according to the will filed for probate 
here Friday.

Salem.—The state land board, dur
ing the month of February, turned 
over to the state treasurer $96.450.23.

Kugene, -The Ice factory In Spring- 
field. formerly owned by the Weln- 
hard estate of Portland, will be placed 
in operation soon, after an idleness 
of several years according to Al Per
kins of Springfield, who has received 
a letter from Henry Wagner of Port
land. owner of the building and plant. 
The factory will be operated by elec
tricity.

Salem.—Salem's public auto park 
opened Monday after being closed 
since last December. Last year the 
park was not opened until April 1. 
All profits derived from tbe operation 
of the Salem auto park are used in 
making Improvements for the accomo
dation of tourists.

Vernons.—Helen. 4-year-old daugh
ter of Mr. and Mrs. J. A. Simms of 
this place, was killed Instantly Friday 
while playing on a pile of cedar logs 
on the highway near town. One of 
the poles rolled upon her, crushing 
her head. The family came here re
cently from Louisiana.

Hood River.—Director Jardine of 
ihe Oregon experiment station was 
here Saturday to confer with Superin
tendent Childs and Horticulturist 
Brown, o f the branch station here, 
on plans for buildings on an experi
mental (arm of 25 acres Just south of 
the city on the west side.

Oregon City.—Thomas Kelland. a 
farmer near Central Point, was in
jured critically Friday when a horse 
became frightened and dragged him 
some distance at the end of a log 
chain, which had tangled around Kel- 
land's foot. He waa taken to the 
Oregon City hospital and tonight was 
expected to recover.

Klamath Falls. Crooked creek unit, 
a valuable tract of plno timber on the 
Klamath Indian reservation, will be 
sold at Klamath agency May It. It 
was announced Friday by reservation 
authorities. The 30.000.000 feet In 
the reservation timber unit will at
tract bidders from many of the small
er mills In the county. It Is believed. 
It Is near the railroad.

Rend.—Charged with violating the 
city's traffic ordinance. Mrs. Louis 
Bennett appeared before her husband, 
police Judge. In Bend Saturday and 
paid a $1 fine. The offense was over
time parking. "It Is my duty to warn 
you.”  Judge Bennett Informed his 
wife, "that If you are ever brought 
Into court for a second offense, the 
penalty will be heavier.”

Kugene.—The Southern Pacific com
pany will discontinue Its street-car 
service between Kugene and Spring- 
field July 1. If its application to the 
state public service commission is 
granted, according to announcement 
here Saturdny. This line also serves 
several streets in Eugene and It is 
understood that the busses will also 
he used on these streets when the 
change takes effect.

Salem.—John J. Quinland. supervis
or of industry at the penitentiary, re
turned Sunday from Cold Hill, where 
he Inspected the machinery of the 
state lime plant, to be moved to the 
prison. Warden Lillie said that the 
plant would be in operation here In 
two or three weeks. Lime rock will 

1 be shipped to Salem and converted 
Into fertiliser. Convicts employed in 

' this plant will he incorrigible*, clad 
{ in prison stripes.

BLACK GANG
COpVWtCKT sr 

6E0fC£ H. DOfcAlf CO.

A Sequel to Bulldog Drummond.

BY CYR/L McMEiLE SA PPfR
W  N .U -  J K r -v tc '* .

CHAPTER IX— Continued
— 11—

"In certain eventualities. Captain 
Drummond, I propose to send an 
anonymous letter to Scotland Yard. 
Surprised though they would be to 
get It, It might help them to dear up 
the mystery of Mr. Latter's insanity. 
It may prove rather unpleasant for 
you. of course, but that cant be 
helped."

"It's kind o f you to give me a loop
hole o f escape," said Drummond pleas
antly. "What are the eventualities 
to which you ullude?"

"The nonreturn to me of a little 
bag containing diamonds," remarked 
the hunchback quietly. "They were In 
Ihe desk which wus wrecked by the 
bomb.”

"Dear, dear,”  said Hugh. "Am I 
supposed to have them in my posses
sion r

"I can only hope most sincerely for 
your sake that you have." returned tbe 
other. "Otherwise I'm afraid that let
ter will go to the police."

For a while Drummond smoked In 
sllenc«: then, with a lazy smile on Ids 
face, he sat down In un armclinlr fac
ing the hunchback.

"There are one o- two things I have 
to say to you before depriving myself 
of the pleasure of your company. Ity 
the post following the one which car
ries your interesting disclosure will 
go another letter addressed to Sir 
Bryan Johnstone Idmself. I shall he 
In the office when he opens It—anil we 
shall both be roaring with laughter 
over the extraordinary delusion that 1 
—quite the biggest fool of his ac
quaintance— could possibly be the 
leader of the Black Gang. And. as If 
to prove the utter absurdity of the 
suggestion, this second letter will be 
from the leader of the Black Gang 
himself. In It he will state that he 
was present nt 5 Green street. Iloxton. 
last night In an endeavor to obtain 
possession of the anarchist and Bol
shevist literature stored there. That 
he took with him a professional bur
glar to assist him In openiug the snfe 
and other things which might he there, 
and that while engaged In this emi
nently virtuous proceeding he found 
thst he wns trapped In the room hy 
some mechanical device. And then 
will come a very interesting disclosure. 
He will state how suddenly he saw 
through n crack In the door a pair of 
eyes looking at him. And their color 
— see. what Is Ihe color of your eyes? 
— gray-blue, very noticeable. Much 
the same as old Longmoor's—though 
his are a little bluer. And then the 
owner of the eyes wns so Inconsider
ate aa to throw- a bomb in the room; 
a bomb which killed one of the men. 
and wrecked the desk. So that the 
owner of the eyes, gray-blue eyes Just 
like yours. Is n murderer—n common 
murderer. And we hang men In Knz- 
land for murder." He paused anil 
stared nt the hunchback. “This Is a 
Jolly game. Isn't It?"

“And you really Imagine.”  said the 
hunchback contemptuously, "that even 
your police would believe such n story 
that a man would wreck Ids own of
fice, when on your own showing he 
had the men trapped Inside It?"

"Probably not.”  said Drummond af
fably. "Any more than they would 
believe that I was the leader of the 
Black Gang. So since they're such a 
wretched crowd o f mihelle’ era I don't 
think It's much good playing that 
game. Waste of time. Isn't It? So I 
vote we play another one. all on our 
own— a little game of muke-belleve—  
like we used to play in the nursery."

"I haven't an Idea what you're talk
ing about. Captain Drummond." said 
the hunelihack, shifting uneasily In his 
chair. For all trace of affability had 
vanished from the face of the man 
opposite him, to be replaced by nn 
expression which made Mr. Atkinson 
pass his tongue once or twice over lips 
that had suddenly gone dry.

"Haven't you. you rat?" said Pram 
tnond quietly. “Them I'll tell you. Just 
for the next five minutes we're going 
to pretend that these two nstouishing 
statements which the police—stupid 
fellows—won't believe are true. We're 
going to pretend—only pretend, mind 
you— thnt I am the leader of the 
Black Gang; and we're going to pre
tend thnt you are the man who dung 
the bomb Inst night. Just for five 
minutes only, then we go back to reul- 
Ity and unbelieving policemen."

And If during the following live min 
utes strange sounds were heard hy 
Denny In the room below, he was far 
too accustomed to the sounds of 
breaking fumltnre to worry. Ii 
wasn’t until the hunchback pulled n 
knife that Drummond wanned to his 
work, hut from thnt moment he lost 
his temper. And because the hunch
back was a hunchback—though en
dow «! wttlial by Nature with singular 
strength— It Jarred on Dnunmond to 
fight him as if he had been a normal

man. So he flogged him with a 
rhlnoceros-hlde whip till his arm 
ached, and then he flung him Into a 
chair, gasping, cursing, and scarcely 
human.

"You shouldn't he go realistic In 
your stories, Snooks, I shall call you 
Snooks," he remarked affably, though 
his eyes were still merciless as he 
looked at the writhing figure. “And 
I feel quite sure that that is what the 
leader of the Black Gang would have 
■lone If he had met the peculiar hu
morist w tio threw that bomb last night. 
Bad habit- throwing bombs.”

With a final curse the hunchback 
staggered to his feet, and bis face was 
diabolical In Its fury.

"Y’ou shall pay for that. Captain 
Drummond, stroke by stroke, and lash 
hy lash," he sa d In a shaking voice.

Drummond laughed shortly.
"A ll the same, old patter," he re

marked. "Tell old Longmoor with 
my love— "  He paused and grinned. 
“No. on second thoughts I think I’ll 
tell his reverence tnyself—at the ap
pointed time.”

“ Wha: will you tell him?" sneered 
the hunchback.

"Why. that his church isn't the only 
place where dry-rot has set In. It’s 
prevalent amongst his pals as well. 
Must you go? Straight down tbe 
stairs, and tbe card tray In the hall 
is only electro-plate—so you might 
leave It."

With a great effort Mr. Atkinson 
pnlled himself together.

“Can we come to an understanding. 
Captain Drummond?”  he remarked 
quietly. " I  can assure you, of course.

"Someone Has Been in This Room, 
Denny," Said Drummond.

that you have made a terrible mistake 
in thinking that It was I who threw 
that bomb al you last night."

“At me?" Drummond Inughed short
ly. "Who said you'd thrown it at me? 
That wasn’t the game at all. Snooks. 
You threw It at the leader of the Black 
Gang."

“Can't we put our cards on the 
table?” returned the other with studied 
moderation. "I  know that you are 
that leader, you know It— though It Is 
possible that no one else would believe 
it. 1 was wrong to threaten you—I 
should have known better; 1 apologise. 
But if  I may say so I have had my 
punishment. Now- ns man to man— 
can we come to terms?”

“ I  am waiting." said Hugh briefly. 
"Kindly be as concise as possible.”

“Those diamonds. Captain Drum
mond. Rightly or wrongly 1 feel tol
erably certain that you either have 
them In your possession, or that you 
know- where they are. Now, those dia
monds were not mine—did you speak? 
No. Well—to resume. The diamonds 
were not mine; they hud been de
posited in the desk hi my office un
known to me. Then .his fool— whom 
you foolishly think was myself—threw 
the bomb into the office to kill you. I 
admit I t ; lie told me all about It. He 
did not kill you. for which fact. If 1 
may say so, I am very glml. You're a 
sportsman, and you've fought like a 
sportsman— hut our fight. Captain 
Druintuoud, has been over other mat
ters. The diamonds are a side-show 
and hardly concern you and me. I’ll 
he frank with you; they are the sole 
wealth saved hy a Russian nohlemnn 
from Ihe Bolshevist outrages. He de
posited them In my office during my 
absence, with the Idea of my selling 
them for him—and now he and hia 
family must sturve. And so vvlmt I 
propose Is— ”

“ l don't think I want to hear your 
proposal, Snooks," said Drummond 
kindly. “Doubtless I look a fool; 
doubtless I am a fool, hut I like to

think that I'm not a rung nltal Idiot. 
I'm glad you have discovered that It’s 
not much use threatening ine; but to 
tell you the strict truth. I prefer 
threats to nauseating hypocrisy. Bo 
much so In fact that the thought of 
that starving nobleman Impels me to 
take more exercise. Kver read “ Alice 
In Wonderland,” Snooks? A charming 
book—a masterpiece of English litera
ture. And there la one singularly 
touching, not to say fruity, hit which 
concerns Father William—and a gen
teel young man."

With a look of complete bewilder
ment on hla face Mr. Atkinson felt 
himself propelled through the door, 
until he came to a halt at the top of 
the stairs.

“ It's a little poetn. Snooks, and some 
day I will recite It to you. Just now 
I can only remember the one singular
ly beautiful line which lisa suggested 
my new form of exercise.”

Mr. Atkinson became aware of a 
boot In the lower portion of bis hack, 
and then the stairs seemed to rise up 
and hit him. He finally came to rest 
In the hall agaln-i un old oak chest of 
the pointed-corner type, and for a mo
ment or two he lay there dazed. Then 
he scrambled to his fec-t to find three 
young men, who had emerged from a 
lower room during his flight, gazing at 
him impassively; while standing at the 
top of the stairs down which he had 
just descended and outlined against a 
window was the huge, motionless fig
ure of Drummond. Half cursing, half 
robbing, be staggered to tbe front door 
and opened It. Once more he looked 
bnck—not one of the f air men had 
moved. They were Just staring at him 
in absolute silence, and. with a sud
den feeling of pure terror, Coant 
Zadowa, alias Mr. Atkinson, shut the 
door behind him and staggered into the 
sunlit street.

CHAPTER ::

In Which Hugh Drummond 
and the Reverend Theo
dosius Have a Little Chat

“Come up. boys,”  laughed Hugh. 
“ The fog of war Is lifting slowly."

He led the way back into the study, 
and the other three followed him.

"That object, Ted, you will be 
pleased to hear, Is the humorist who 
threw the bomb at us last night."

"The devil it was," cried Jernlng- 
ham. "I hope you gave him something 
for me. Incidentally, how did he run 
you to earth here?"

“Things have moved within the last 
two or three hours," answered Drum
mond slowly. "Who do you think Is 
stopping at tbe Ritz at the present 
moment? Who do you think lunched 
with Peter and me today? Why— 
Peterson, my buckos—no more and no 
less.”

"Rot I" said Toby Sinclair Incredu
lously.

“ No more and no less. Peterson 
himself—disguised as a clergyman 
called Longuioor. And with him It 
dear Irma encased In woolen garments. 
O f course, they're mixed up with that 
swab I’ve Just kicked down the stairs 
—in fact, we’ve bolted the fox. The 
nuisance of it is that by putting two 
and two together they've spotted me as 
the leuder of our hunch. How I don't 
quite know, but they indubitably have. 
They also think I've got those dia
monds; hence the visit of the hunch- 
hack. who did not know they were in 
the desk when he hanged the bomb. 
In fact, tilings are becoming clearer 
all the way round. . . . Hullo 1 
What's this?"

He had opened his desk as he spoke, 
and was now staring fixedly at tfie
lock.

“ It'a been forced.”  he said grimly. 
“ Forced since this morning. They’ve 
been over this desk while I’ ve been 
out. Push the bell. Ted.”

They waited in silence till Denny 
appeared In answer to the ring.

“Someone has been In this room, 
Denny," said Drummond. "Someone 
has forced this desk since half-past 
eleven this morning.”

‘There's been no one hi the house, 
sir," answered Denny, “except the tuan 
who came about the electric light.”

"Electric grandmother.”  snapped his 
master. "You paralytic Idiot, why did 
you leave him alone?"

"Well, sir, Mrs. Drummond was in 
the house at the time— and the servants 
were all round the place." Denny 
looked and felt aggrieved, and after a 
while Drummond smiled.

Wlmt sort of a man was It, you old 
fathead?"

“ A very respectable sort of man,” re
turned Denny with dignity. " I  re
marked to Ylra. Denny how respectable 
he was, sir. Why, he actually went 
some distance down the street to call 
a taxi for Mrs. Drummond to go to the 
Ritx. . . .»

His words diet! away, as he stared 
tn amazement at the expression ou Ids 
master’s face.

"What the devil Is It. Hugh?" cried
Ted Jerningluuu.

"He called a taxi, you say?" mut
tered Drummond, "th e  man who cam* 
here called n taxi?"

“ Y'es. sir,”  answered Denny. “ He 
was leaving the house at the same 
time, and as there was none In sight 
be said he'd send one along nt once.”

“And Mrs. Drummond went in the 
taxi he seniT'

“Certainly, sir," said Denny In sur
prise. “To the Ritz, to Join you. I 
gave the order myself to the driver.”

The veins were standing out on 
Drummond's forehead, and for a mo
ment It seemed as If he was going to 
hit his servant. Then with an effort 
he controlled himself, and sank hack In 
hta clialf with a groan.

(TO BU oox i IXl'UD l

French chemists liuve do’ Hoped an 
artificial resin from which panels lor 
radio sets are to be uiudu.


