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o f N oted  Pewple, G overnm ent*  

• a i l  I’u l l r  N o r lh o ro l .  u id  O th er 

th in g »  W orth  k n o w in g .

Tho Hwlaa governm ent Ita* l»«U‘ <l 
au o rder forbidding r l ll tr& i of lit» 
Husslau soviet lo ru le r  llto Hwl»» r« 
public.

A fter th e  ('toning of (be F lra t N a
tional hank of ru tu a iu . fo o o  . Tuna 
day It «raa Inarm 'd th a t ahortagea of 
upw ard of 1226,000 of thn bunk'a fuuda 
had been discovered.

S o  re ia ry  W eeka announced Tuna 
day Ibat on re tirem en t of General 
IV rablng. Septem ber 12 anal. Major 
tiw nrral John I.. Illana. now deputy 
i'lilef of alarf, would be appointed  i blot 
of a la ff by th e  p realdeat.

II. K. lie rtuauaon , ow ner of the  mud 
hatlia a t Mvdleal taka, aouth of Spo 
kune, and of th e  alagn linn operating  
lo Ilia reaort, waa drow ned In tba  lake 
Tuuuday night a f te r  bo Itad reaeued 
a g irl and woman from drowning.

T ran aeo n tlaen ta l tra in  aervlea on 
th e  San ta  Fe railw ay waa tied up 
Tueaday following a eloudburat near 
(ilo rla la . N. M . w blrb  waahed out or 
d au iag id  aeyeral mllea of track , T raf 
fie waa detourod over th e  Helen cu t
off.

H ernlrn and lam ia Fanning, aged 7 
aud N yeara, w ere atrang led  to death  
on an linprovlaed gallowa by tlie lr 
m other, Mra. Georg« Fanning. 22. who 
then  cut her th ro a t In an a ttem p t lo 
eud he r Ufa on a farm  nine mllea 
aouth of U udaay. Ont., Tueaday.

iteeauaa they  had aaaem bled fu rth er 
up tbo bar than  uaual Tueaday, a por 
lion of the  herd  of aeala a t Garibaldi, 
Or., au rrlv ed  th e  e ip loalon  of a mine 
act by I 'a p ta ln  H unter, aoal e ie cu  
tloner. A nother m ine will be laid In 
an effort lo  e ite rm ln a te  the  rem ainder 
of Ibe anlm ala.

A council of m arahata, generala  and 
w ar office offlctala convened by Lieu 
ten an t G eneral laael tlgak l, m lnlater 
of war, a t Toklo, haa approved the 
general oulllnea of the  arm y reorgau 
n a tio n  aehemo recom m ended by a 
com m ittee of offlcera which haa been 
aludylng th e  aubject.

t 'u re a t, ag ita tion , reduced produc
tion and alrtkea a re  th e  product, large  
ly. of boredom  am ong factory  and 
m achine ahop workera who hav« ac 
live  m lnda and tuonotonoua Joba, Hr. 
Klton Mayo, famoua A m erican aur 
geou, declared  T ueaday before the 
payehology aectlon of th e  lirltlah  ua 
a octal Ion for th e  advancem ent of 
aclenee, In aeaalon In Toronto.

It. C. S to rrle  A Co., con tractora  el 
th e  (lorge creek  tunnel of a hydro
e lectric  pro ject In thn Caacade muuii 
talna, YVednoaday waa aeeklng 1**3. 
027 additional expenaea, having filed 
d a lin a  for th a t am ount with th e  Se
a ttle  c ity  council. T he com pany alao 
aaked for an allow ance of 10H month» 
to r delaya, claim ing exeihptlon for 
thlN period from a  |I>00 a day penalty 
provided In Ita con tract.

T ria l of H. K. W heeler. United 
State» aenalo r of M ontana, vice preal 
tleullnl candidate  on Senato r I .it Fol- 
le tte 'a  Independent tic k e t, on a grand 
Jury Indictm ent charg ing  him with vio
lation of aectlon 113 of th e  Unltud 
S tale»  penal code, will be heard  In the 
federal court In (Irea t Falla, Mont., 
ubout th e  middle of Septem ber, unleaa 
m otion altould he m ade by S enator 
W heeler hlm aelf for a  continuance.

T he charred  bodlea of from  12 lo 
20 Itin e ran t luborera aro hurled lev 
neatli a  »m ouldering pile of 760 ton* 
of hay deatroyed by flro early  T uea
day when flamoa of undeterm ined 
origin raxed a largo barn , th e  prop
e r ly  of th e  Klvor Karma com pany nl 
Knight» I .a tiding. Cal. T he body of an 
uuknown man haa been recovered 
from th e  rulna. No aea rrh  waa poaalble 
until th e  flame» wore exllngulahed 
aufflrtonily  lo  allow reacue workera 
to  dig aw ay th e  pllea of hay.

T he newly ordained law of tha  coun
ty  cnminlanloDcra of I.lvlngaton pariah 
In latualana^ proh ib iting  one piece 
Imlhlng aulta, klaalng, "p e ltin g " 
part lea, and th e  w earing  of trouaera 
hy women, had Ita flrat tryou t Monday, 
when two p re tty  nuraea of ^ laalaaippl 
wore a rrea led  a t Denham  Spring», 
charged with w earing "knlckera." 
T hey w ere tak en  before a  Juatlce of 
I he peace, en tered  pleaa of gu ilty  and 
w ere aaaeaaed flnoa of |5  each. The 
Juatlce let It be known th a t th e  law 
In I.lvlngaton pariah  la auprem k and 
u iuat be reapccled.

IOWA C L O U D B U R S T  S E V E R E

Thuuaanda uf Arrra Inundated by 
lluwnpuur Two Drowned.

C edar Itaplda, la Two fa rm er/, J 
Schalley and He C laud» lla rre ll of 
lle rtram , e ight mllea eaat of here, 
were awepl aw ay aud aro reported  lo 
liavo been drow ned lu flianl water» 
Monday evening while aearchlng for 
cuttle.

A rloudburet la le  In the  afternoon 
left iliouaanda of acre s  of lead  In thle 
vicinity under tavern! feet of water.

Iteporla reaching horn Indicate ibal 
(he atorui cauaed great dam age lu 
crupa. T elephone aud telegraph  wire» 
were awept away.

liu llroad advices received from 
Vlulon. la., »aid houai-a th e re  aud eaat 
lo Mariun also au lfered  Heavy dam age.

Farm er» la the  vicinity uf foggon . 
I.lnn county, reported  th a t much of 
llie lr  corn crop waa wa»hed away, a» 
well a» »mall g ra ta  la »hock.

At Itelnbock, tlru n d y  county. 
Inrhc» of ra in  fell during  Hie day*

County agent» and farm  expert» »aid 
th e  »torm  waa th e  b i m |  d e s t r u c t i v e  
ilil» sum m er.

Choked aewera caused one section 
of C edar Itaplda to be under from 
four to  III feet uf w ater. Cauoes were 
used by m otorists who had rar*  park 
ed la the  flooded area.

S tre e tca r  traffic  la aeveral section» 
of C edar Kapld« was tied  up.

Iowa Falla reported  that th e  power 
house th ere  waa put out of cututiil» 
■Ion.

A »core o r morn of m otorist» were 
reported  to  be »tuck In Ibe mud In 
(he vicinity of T rae r.

No attem pt»  were being m ade to 
■eart h for lio rre tt and Schulley. Fear* 
Were expressed  at H ertraiu th a t o ther 
farm ers may h a re  lust th e ir  lives In 
search ing  fo r llve»tock when lllg 
creek  wegf out uf Its bank»

Mount Shaata At It Again.

S arraa ien to , Cal Mud from a  rock 
and »now g lac ier on th e  northeast 
side of Mount Shaata, which every 
year »weeps Into Mud creek, ban left 
a mud hank In Ha wake of from one 
foot to  th ree  feet In height, according 
lo  a d ispatch  to  thu S acram calu  
r  n Ion

¿This Is Iho first Hum In th ree  years 
th a t th e  glide had m uddled th e  Mc
Cloud riv er all the  way to  thu I 'llt 
river. Hoeky form ation» which are  
alw ays sw ept before th e  alow rolling 
mud b a rrie r  d rifted  from  tho main 
crevice  at th e  base of th e  m ouutaln 
and broke the  cen tra l pipe system  
which supplies w a ter to r th e  lum ber 
tow n of McCloud. T he pipes were 
repaired  a f te r  tw o days, and th e  city 
Is receiving lla usual supply of w ater. 
A sm alle r filte r ou tle t. Installed  about 
five years ago, p rev en ts Ibe mud from 
sw eeping Into the  cen tra l w ater main.

Klan D isaster Probed.

Point P leasan t, N. J .— Police Mon
day begun an Investigation  of the  col 
lapse Sunday n ight of th e  ninlu floor 
of th e  F lra t M ethodist church  com 
m unity  house while 6UU persons. 400 
of whom w ere m em bers of Ihe Ku 
Klux Klan In full regalia , w ere listen 
Ing to  a patrio tic  add ress  delivered  by 
Mrs. I.elltt Hell.

In th e  eight toot drop of aeveral 
hundred persona to  tho basem ent sev
eral score persons w ere Injured.

Senato r Colt la Dead.

Ilrlatol, It. I.—U nited S ta les  S enator 
l.e  Huron II. Colt, died a t 6 o'clock 
Monday m orning, l ie  had l>eeu ill 
for about two w eeks from h eart tro u 
ble and nephritis.

I-e Huron Ilrailford Colt, republican 
»«■tutor from Kliod« Island since 1213, 
wn» born In Dedham, , Ju n e  26,
IS40. A fter g raduation  from Vale In 
1868 and aludy of a  law course nl 
Columbia, he practiced  In New York.

M lnlatera A lter S tand.
Sun Francisco .—T he M ethodist Min 

Is le rs’ a »social Ion of San Francisco  
Monday reversed  Its position on ole 
servant-e of “defense day.”

R esolutions p ro tes tin g  against It 
w ere telegraphed  to P realdenk t'ool- 
Idge last week. T he aaaorlatlon . with 
a  fu ller tu rnou t of m in iste rs, declined 
lo approve (he wording of the  reso lu
tion adopted a  week ago.

Fam oua A ctress Dying.
New Y ork.- Ju lie  K einliardt, SO, at 

one tim e a fam ous ac tre s s  and prom 
Incut w orker for woman suffrage, la 
lying a t thn point of death  In a sm all 
bedroom here, It becam e known Mon 
day. Once w ealthy  and an In tim ate  
friend of David W arfield, Hose Cogli 
Ian, M aurice lla rrym ore  and David 
Ilelasen, she la now poverty-stricken.

Man W ins H eart Balm.
Tacom a. -A m an won |2000 In a 

breach of prom lae sull when Judge  M 
I.. Clifford aw arded th a t sum to  John 
Petropuloa. In superio r court. The 
Judgm ent was en tered  Monday a fte r  
Petropoulos had sued C lara Stevens, 
alleging th a t ha had given he r p re s 
ent* w orth $1000 itp he r prom ise lo 
m arry  him.

FRANCO-GERM AN 
PACT IS SIGNED

Agreement Is to Evacuate Ruhr 
in One Year.

PEACE STEP NEARER

Mova lo  P u l Dawes] P lan In to  Kffeci 

( « n tr r s  In Probable Art ion of 

Parliam ent and Iteirhslag .

loindoa. Pear«  betw een France 
aud G erm any cam« one alep  neare r 
H alurday ntglit when lb« re p re se n ta 
tives of Hi« allied pow ers and Her 
m any assem bled In P rem ier Mac I am 
a id 's  ruom In th e  foreign office and 
signed or In itia led  a  protocol pro v Id 
Ing m eaus fur pu ttlug  lu lu  effect th e  
Dawes plan.

The Loudon conference a f te r  30 try  
Ing days had thus been brought to  a 
successful conclusion. All eyes now 
tu rn  lo  Ik-rlliv uud P aris, lo  see If 
Ihe U crinau rolcbalug and Ihe Frcuch  
parliam ent will support C hancellor 
Marx and P rem ier l le r r io t  In th e ir  
bold step.

Doth p rem iers belong to  m inority  
governm ents which aro nunc too ala 
hie and th e  reac tion  of th e  H erm an 
and French  peoples will he watched 
with som e apprehension  un til th e ir  
executive bodies approve, and m ake 
It poaalble for H erm an and French  
rep re sen ta tiv es to  m eet w ith Il.ci rep 
resen ta tiv e s of Iho o th e r In terested  
pow ers a t P a ris  August 30 and a ttach  
th e tr  form al a ignalu res to th e  docu 
m eats.

P rem ier MacDonald a s  p residen t of 
the  conference presided  a t the  m ee t
ing. w hich was a tten d ed  by about 200 
de legates and experts from th e  va ri
ous powers. T he session  was s tric tly  
lafortual and lacked spec tacu la r fea t
ures.

It was a business m eeting anil m ore 
like a  d irec to rs ' function. T he B ritish 
prim e m in iste r aud P rem ie rs  lle rr io t 
and T h cuaia ; C hancellor Marx. Am
bassador Kellogg. Harou ila y ash l. J a 
pan, and P ro fesso r De S tefanl, Italy, 
all m ade b rief addreaaea expressing 
tlie lr sa tis fac tio n  over th e  successful 
conclusion of thu conference.

M. l le rr io t  said:
"W e see Ihe daw n and hope to soon 

see day ligh t.”
C hancellor M arx th anked  Prem ier 

Mnc-Donnld especially  fur " th e  hum an 
u n d erstand ing" with which he  had 
dealt with th e  delicate  problem s.

A m bassador Kellogg expressed  the 
opinion th a t th e  de legates w ere all of 
Ihe m ind Ihnt th e  Dawes plan was 
" th e  g rea tes t piece of constructive  
work of m odern tim es," and added 
(hat he desired  to ex tend  his sincere  
congratu la tions to  (¡eneral Dawes.

Coat of Living Coes Up.
W ashington, D. C. — During he 

m onth ended Ju ly  16 th e  cost of liv
ing In Portland  advanced two per 
cent, according lo s ta tis t ic s  ga thered  
by th e  U nited  S ta te s  dep artm en t of 
labor, and th e  average  fam ily cost of 
food a t th a t tim e was one p e r .c e n t 
h igher than  during  July, 1223.

S ta tis tic s  from  th e  sam e d e p art
m ent show, how ever, th a t Ihe p resent 
cost of living in Portland  is only 3.8 
tier cent above th e  av erage  which p re 
vailed in 122.1. a  s lig h te r advance (han 
la recorded In any o th er lurge center, 
except Salt L ake City, U tah, w here 
preaeut prices a re  only 2.6 per cent 
above the  1223 level.

In Chicago th e  advance Is 5.4 per 
cent.

Many D esert Schools.

Salem , Or. Less th an  25 pe r ren t 
of th e  boys and less th an  50 per cent 
of th e  g irls who e n te r  th e  first grade 
com plete tlie lr  tour year high school 
courses, according to  a  rep o rt p re
pared here  by Mrs. M ary Fulkerson, 
county su p e rin ten d en t of schools. 
S ta rlin g  w ith tho flrat g rade  and on 
through tjie fifth  grade th e  num ber o{, 
boys in school la g re a te r  th an  the  
num ber of girls. A fter Iho flflh  grade 
th e  num ber la about even.

C abinet G ets Ducking.
Berlin.—Tho en tire  governm ent of 

W uertem berg  fell in to  L ake Con- 
s tance  Sunday. T he presiden t of th e  
s ta te  and hta p redecessor, a s  well as 
th e  en tire  cab inet w ere In a  sm all 
boat studying  th e  fish ing  problem  of 
I jik e  C onstance. Tho boat was over
tu rned  by a m otorboat. Alt th e  lead
e rs  w ere saved except S ecretary  of 
Htato L inder, who was drowned.

M anila.—O nvernor G eneral Leonard 
Wood left M onday on a tw o w eeks' 
Inspection trip  of th e  sou thern  Islands. 
He will v isit Lake L anao and will 
Investigate  charges which certa in  
Moroa have p re fe rred  against Gover
nor L ivingstone In connection  with 
Ihe ad m in istra tion  of luinao province.
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; STATE N E W S X  
IN  BRIEF.

Kugonc A court of 12 bungalows 
will lie bull! on a  plot of ground hor 
•¡••ring on th e  m lllraco by Mr. and 
Mrs. ('. tv K eiffer. It wax announced 
here  Halurday.

Salem. -T h e re  were th ree  fa ta lities 
due lo Industrial accident» In Oregon 
during  th e  week ending August 14, 
according lo  a  report prepared  by the  
. »;•- Ind u itrla l accident comm ission

Port O rford.- Port O rford 's hom e
com ing celebration  and pioneers' re 
union, which closed H alurday night 
u fte r a three-day observance, not only 
wus u com plete success, hut Is con 
side-red one of thu m ost unique ever 
lo-ld In Oregon.

Kalem. — M em bers of th e  Oregon 
s ta te  fa ir hoard a t a  special m eeting 
held here  Hnturday, decided to reduce 
the  cost of a tten d in g  the  night horse 
show s a t thla y ear's  fair. The charge 
haa been cut in half

Dallas Seven carloads of green 
prunes were shipped by Denney & Co. 
Sa turday. Buyer» who have entered  
thu field recen tly  have a lready  pur- 
chased about 100 carloads of prunes, 
and expect to  tak e  as m any as they 
can  secure  In th is  te rrito ry .

Kalam a. — Fink» B ro thers’ Cooper 
age com pany s ta rted  th ree  shingle 
m achines Monday. The cooperage 
p lant is runn ing  24 hours each day 
and th e  sh ingle  m achines can  be run 
with hut lltlle  e x tra  expense, It was 
■aid. About 25 ex tra  men will lie 
em ployed.

Dallas. W illiam  Dodge. 72. was se
verely burned about (he fa re  and arm s 
wheu an oil s tove  on which he was 
cooking b reak fast exploded. The ac- 
c-ldent occurred  a t  Ibe home of his 
son. Itufus Dodge, near Lewisville, 
«h ere  th e  e ld e r Dodge was spending 
th e  sum m er.

K iam ath F a lls .—The annual s ta le  
dairy  congress will be held in K lam 
a th  Fa lls  th is  y ear in conjunction 
with th e  Oregon Irrigation congress 
and K lam ath  products show on Sep
tem ber 6, 7, 8 and 9. according to  word 
received from  drainage  congress of
ficials ¡'unday.

«
Pendleton . — T he need of closing 

som e of. Ihe sm alle r s tream s in l'm >  
tills  county until they  have had tim e 
to  restock  them selves wilh tro u t was 
s tre ssed  F riday  night a t  a  m eeting 
of th e  l 'm a t  Ilia County F ish  and Game 
P ro tective  association  by W. H. Albee, 
deputy  gam e warden.

M edford.—Indications a re  th a t  the 
Owen-Oregon Lum ber com pany of th is 
c ity  1» m aking ready to begin opera
tions soon on its holdings in th is te r
ritory . The com pany has Just re 
ceived a large locom otive for logging 
operations, and will purchase  a  red 
locom otive to r Us main line.

Salem .—The fourth  an n u al alloca
tion conference to d iscuss prison 
problem s will be held in Salem  T h u rs
day and Friday, Septem ber 4 and 5. 
according to  le tte rs  p repared  by Gov
e rn o r P ierce  to be sen t to th e  gover
nors of C alifornia. W ashington, A riz
ona and o th er w estern  s la te s .

Salem . P rune and hop p ickers a re  
m ore plentifu l in M arlon county at 
the  p resen t tim e th an  for m any years 
past, according to  local em ploym ent 
agencies. It was estim ated  th a t fully 
half of th e  hop and prune p ickers who 
have applied for em ploym ent in the  
local yards a re  from California.

S a lem .— Glen Adun s was elected 
p residen t and U. S. Dotson sec re tary  
of (he Iowa association  w hich held 
Us annual picnic ut th e  s ta te  (a ir 
grouuds here  Sunday. More th an  200 
form er residen ts of Iowa a tten d ed  the 
picnic. A lite ra ry  program m e, fol
lowed by an outdoor d inner, featured  
the program m e.

llood River. -L. C. Baldwin, local 
con tracto r, has been aw arded th e  con
stru c tio n  of a  new 325,000 concrete  
grade school a t Antelope. Mr. Bald 
win h as s ta rte d  to  assem ble  a crew  
of c a rp en te rs  and concrete  w orkers 
from  local a rtisan« . W ork on the 
school building will la s t about th ree  
m onths, it was sla ted .

H arrisburg . —The firs t d irt h as been 
taken  from  th e  site  w here th e  cen ter 
p iers of Ihe Pacific highw ay bridge 
arrosH th e  W illam ette  will be sunk 
In six weeks, according to  those  in 
ehnrge, the  firs t p ier will be com pleted 
and th e  second will be done shortly  
th e rea fte r. T he Portland Bridge com 
pany, con tracto r, h as m achinery  In 
stalled .

Pendleton .—T he ex trem ely  dry  sea 
son th a t has prevailed  on th e  bench 
land on W eston m ountain th is  sum 
m er h as given eloquent dem onstra tion  
of ih e  w orth of co rrec t cu ltu ra l prac
tices In tillage and ro tation  of crops, 
according to  F red  Bennlon. county 
agent. Only during  th e  past few years 
have farm ers diversified  g rea tly  on 
th e  m ountain, and th is year potatoes 
th a t a re  on ground plowed up out of 
red c lover and a lfa lfa  a re  fa r  ahead 
of those  w here Ihe ro ta tion  has not 
been so favorable, he said.

qA  Tale 
of the 

FlatwoodsBy DAVID A N D E R S O N
A uthor o f “T h e  Blue M oon”

JWEUBJBUgURJSk
CHAPTER XI—Centlnusd.

—13—
A fls-h of red flamed through the 

trees aud stopped alm ost directly 
above his heed In (he (op twigs of a 
hickory sapling and there  swelled 
out a  wild burst of reckless melody 
th a t clothed the hickory with music 
aa the  opening buds c lothed the crab- 
apple tree  with beauty.

“1 thought so, ol’ warcout," the 
man m uttered, glancing up. “You 
know where th e  Is. don’t y 'u?"

l ie  stepped softly toward the  crab- 
apple tree— the wild song-burst la the 
hickory ceasing the Instant be moved 
—and peered In through the  gnarled 
limbs and tangled twigs.

Snugged down among some drifted 
dead leaves he found It, the treasu re  
that Inspired the cardinal's tong—a 
roughly built, deep little  nest. and. 
Shining above Its edge, a dark glossy 
crest, some long tail feathers, a short, 
heavy, reddish hill and s round g lit
tering eye. black sa  a dewberry.

He let th e  limb he bad beat aside 
■wing alowly back Into place and 
stole away.

"Alw'ya two." ran his thought— 
“a p a ir ; uiatea—It's na tu re 's  way. 
P heasan ts and cardinals and folks— 
they 're  all the same—though birds 
and beasts alw'ya run true, while 
folks—som etim es—oh. well—“

He walked away toward the west, 
coming a t length to where the up
lands ended abruptly  In the  line of 
wooded bluffs that fell steeply to the  
deep and winding sca r of Kagle 
hollow, and the exact point where 
the  double (rail bad ran  plainest 
the  day before- a fact th a t bad 
doubtless brought him Just there. 
He bent a critical look upon the lout
ish tra i l ;  carefully crossed I t ;  stepped 
out under a clump uf haw trees at the  ' 
very brink of the bluff and stood keen- 
ly searching the  woods In every direc
tion.

Below him and a short distance 
fa rth e r down the  hollow an old desert
ed cabin of mud-daubed logs squatted 
against the  bluff a few yards back 
from th e  Kagle Hollow road. The 
place had a reputation  In the  Flat- 
woods. It wa* the uncanny hovel of 
dead H enry Spencer, a woodchopper. 
who, on a w inter night years before, 
while In a drunken frenzy, bad m ur
dered his wife and Infant daughter 
with an ax. then had w andered out 
h a lf naked and frozen to death In the 
■now.

W hat had »ace been yard and tiny 
garden waa now- overrun with weeds 
so rank  th a t storm s and snow could 
no longer break them down. A failen 
oak had but Just missed the cabin, 
and lay ao close to one corner th a t 
some wild cucum ber vines of tbe 
season before had crossed to the 
ruined roof and still bung In brown 
and dead festoons stre tched  from tha 
fast decaying clapboards to the 
fungous w aited  branches.

A p a ir of chimney swallows, true  
prophets of summer, darted  In and 
out of tbe crumbling chimney. A 
yellow-hammer loped down out of 
the woods, lighted upon the dry aud 
sounding comb-board and drummed a 
challenge to all and sundry o ther yel
low-hammer»—or wus It a love call ter 
his m ate In the  dead limb of a syca
more down a t the creek across the 
road?

The sound drew the  eyes o f the 
man. At the moment one of the swal- 
low i rose above the roof. As he foi- 
low-ed Its flight, the chim neys and 
gables of the red-roofed cottage, n ear
ly a  mile away down the hollow, came 
unexpectedly within his range of vi
sion. I l ls  brows drew to g e th e r; he 
gripped the sh o tg u n ; turned and 
strode through the fringing bram bles 
back among the  trees.

H alf a mile fa rth e r up th e  hollow, 
a t the point where he had left off fol
lowing th e  double t r i l l  the  day be
fore, he  picked Ills way down the 
rough and » t n y  side of the  wooded 
bluff to the roue I 'e  was ju st In the 
act of stepping out t.u::t the fringing 
trees to  cross It when the soft »wish 
of a busli n short d istance above 
caught b is quick ear.

Remembering that sin ister face be
hind tlie log. he threw- the heavy shot
gun to Instant readiness and stood 
dead still, his eyes searching every 
leaf and twig along tha hillside.

T here  came a soft footfall, tha  
bushes swayed, parted, and a young 
woman stepped out Into the  com para
tively open glade where he stood—a 
girl th a t he had never neen, flushed 
and breath ing  hard.

She saw him on Ihe Instant, and her 
face went white. She darted  In among 
the bushes again, stopped, came siowr- 
ly back, stood studying him. He was 
as closely studying her—plainly, even 
shabbily d re ssed ; her faded aunbon- 
net aw ry ; her hair disheveled by the 
b ram bles; but. In spite of all, comely, 
and ruddy with health.

She made a quick effort to adjust 
tha  aunbonnet; spared a hasty touch 
to  tbe  disheveled ha ir and raised her 
eyes. He noticed they were blue.

“You don 't chance t ' he Mr.—Big 
Jack— ?”

Tha woodsman studied her from un
der ha lf closed lids.

“ They call me—th a t—” H e raised 
his eyes a trifle. “And you?"

She glanced uneasily up the  hollow

and back to his face. H alf covertly 
aearchlng tils eyes, th e  teem ed to 
gather reassurance from tba level 
frankness of them.

"I 'lowed y'u—must be—" She 
glanced back a t the bushes; drew a 
step away from them, aa If she feared 
■hat hands might come out of them 
and clutch her. “I'm —Jennie Belden 
—an ' I wus on the  way t’—And you—"

Quite evidently much disturbed, she 
missed tbe quick lift of the  tnan'a 
shoulders. Hbe glanced again a t tha 
bushea. llatened a moment, drew a 
step  nearer and lowered her vole«.

"You’re  lo dreadful danger, an’ I 
wus cornin’ t’ w arn y'u. I don’t know 
what y 'u 've doae. but y'u a in 't safe a 
minute. Of course I know y'u hurt 
b ro ther Loge's hand, but It a in 't that, 
an ' 'h e re 's  another man more danger
ous than  him, an ' a—third  man more 
dangerous than  both. There wus eyes 
on y 'u ylsterd 'y. T her’ a in 't none on 
y'u thla m ornln’—n’r  on mo, aa ' th a t's  
why I could slip away—but ther’ will 
be. Stay out o' the  woods, an' don’t 
show a light a t night, an’ don't come 
out If anybody calls y 'u"—she Invol
untarily  glanced up the  hollow, shiv
ered, wrung her bands—"an’ please.

“You Don’t  Chanca t* Bs Mr. Big 
Jack?"

please, don 't breathe a  word about 
seeln' m e! They’d—kill me If they 
knowed—not even brother Luge could 
w ithstand 'em."

She waa talking fast. In low and 
hurried  whispers. Apparently she 
fancied th a t her words were not m ak
ing the  full Impreealon ahe wished, 
for she drew still nearer—ao close 
th a t Jack  could hear th e  quick purr 
of her breath.

“You a in 't skeered— T' Site s topped ; 
stood studying h im : "But. of course.
I don't reckon y'u would be—a man 
Uke you. B ut please h'lleve me, an' 
heed me. The woods has eyes; the 
bides his time, an ' when he strikes, he 
night has knives.” She bent her 
h e a d ; she seemed straggling with 
some Inner thought. “T h at—third  
man." ahe m uttered, “he watts, an' 
—kills.”

She whirled on the instant, like 
some sta rtled  c rea tu re  of the  woods, 
and was gone. H e strode a surprised 
step  a fte r  her, eveu called softly. 
T here cam e bark  to him only the low 
swish of the  bushes and the soft fall 
o f receding steps.

Like a shadow the girl—a fa r  wan
derer from the  Kentucky m ountains 
—bad com e; like a  shadow gone. One 
moment the swaying bushea had flared 
forth  her fare, with Its startled  eyes, 
the  next moment had swallowed It 
up.

The woodsman came hack to the 
edge of the road and stood pondering 
her m essage—her w arning; felt over 
In his careful way each hurried w o rd ; 
tried  to  cast them  up and arrive  at 
the exact sum total of them. The 
thought crossed his mind that she might 
have been wrought up over an Imagi
nary danger ; but no. It was real enough 
that she had dared personal harm  to 
warn him—and her eyes w ere honest.

T hat the man who had glowered at 
him over the log was In tom e way as
sociated with Loge Belden he had a l
ready surm ised from the  fact that the 
man had taken up Hehlen's quarrel at 
the schoolhouse—besides, his trail had 
led th a t way. B ut the utm ost of 
their combined grievance could hardly 
w arran t such a th rea t a s  the moun
tain girl had plainly hlntecL There 
must be som ething back of It a ll— 
something th a t ru t deeper than  gashed 
hands and sore Jaws.

The girl's last m uttered wool*— 
“th a t th ird  m an” th a t “waits, an' 
hides Ida time, an ' wheu he strtkeh. he  
kills"—suddenly assum ed a deeper 
meaning. H e darted  a quick look 
■lown th e  hollow—a deep sear wind
ing like the  tra il o f a dragon between 
the  hills—where, more than  a mile 
away, hidden from view by the dense 
woods, the village lay like tom e htfp-

leas creature  th a t had barely escaped 
the dragon's Jaw s; then frowned to
ward the narrow  valley’s head where 
the weather-blackened roof of a 
squalid cabin could barely be eeen 
through the trees. A slow sternness 
crawled Into Ms eye#; be dropped the 
butt of the shotgun to  the  lessee; 
leaned upon It and stood staring  
down a t the road.

Gradually, as be stared , there  grew 
upon him the consciousness of an out
line of a single footprint a t the other 
side of the road—detached, alone, ap
parently  with no m ark o f any kind 
leading e ither to  It or from It. Tbe 
singular fact of Its seemingly perfect 
Isolation slowly reached him, sod won 
a place among the  troop of thoughts 
that gripped him.

He studied It closely a  moment, 
grunted and then grinned.

"Uncle Nick.” he m uttered. "Heel 
deepest—he’s Jumped—whepe from?"

H e glanced a t tb e  o ther aide of the 
road where the take-off m ust have 
been to land a  leap Just there  and 
a fte r  a short search found wbera the 
old m an's boot had scraped tbe moee 
a little  In making the  spring.

"Aimin' f r  th a t slab of sandstone.” 
be chuckled. M s eyee losing a m ite of 
their hardness, "fell a  bit shy and 
landed In tbe  soft d irt—mighty good 
Jump, a t that, f r  a  m an with eighty- 
odd years ofc 'la back.”

Stooping again over the  isolated 
footprint, he examined It with closest 
attention, trying a t the lam e time to 
call up all the lore of the tra il th a t 
the old ranger had taken such pride 
In teaching him—th e  wise snd won
derful ways of woodcraft that be had 
taken an equal pride In learning, 
until, next to Uncle Nick hlmaelf. he 
was known to be the most skillful 
woodsman ’along tho W abash. Aa 
be looked, a g rass stem that bad 
been bent down and slightly bung tn 
th e  soil suddenly loosed and atralght- 
ened.

“Hot trail, o f  scoutm aster," he m ut
tered, In the  ha lf spoken soliloquy th s t  
na ture  sometimes teaches her favor
ites. "And there y’u go. pickin’ y’n r 
steps so'« t ' hit tbe  hard  spots and 
miss the  soft ones.”

A sudden thoughtfulness crossed Ms 
face. “1 wonder why y’u 're  ao p’ttc’- 
lar t ’ hide y 'ur trail, though— there 
a in 't no I’ottaw attom lea t' And It no 
more. Mebbe th e  woods Jtst filled y'u 
a' full thla wonderful morning, like 
they have me, th a t y’u can 't help 
playin' a while a t  the  o f  w ar game of 
the trail. Well. I ’ll play with y’u— 
and I’ll run  y’u  down b 'fore the  
shadow of tha bluffs climbs out of the  
crick.”

A fter a  searching glance In every 
direction, so keen and critica l th a t it 
appeared to handle with m inuteness 
every bush aud tree  w ithin range of 
hla eye. and a fu rth e r moment spent 
In sounding the  woods for any false 
note they m ight carry, he threw  ths 
shotgun Into the  hollow of hla well 
arm  and took up the  trail.

It led across tbe two or th ree  rods 
of broken ground between the  road 
and the  little  stream , which, a t th a t 
point, sparkled along over a shallow 
riffle. Once, aa his old friend had 
sprung from stone to stone In cross
ing, Ms boot bad slipped and gone 
Into the w ater. A fter th a t every al
tern a te  atone on which be had 
stepped, was still dam p from tha wet 
boor.

Jack  had followed to a point well 
within sight o f Loge Belden'« cabin 
when, barely a hundred yards ahead, 
he caught a glimpse of a  man stealing 
from cover to cover—Just a  flash aa 
he flitted from one hazel thicket to 
another, but th a t was enough. T hat 
tall form, erect as an Indian, those 
iron gray locks, falling loosely from 
under tbe  quaint old cap of hand- 
dressed coonskln, could belong to but 
one man in the world—Uncle Nick.

Jack  Instantly darted  to cover and 
began stalking the old ranger. Barely 
fifty yard* separated them when, as 
he peeped from behind an oak, lie saw 
the  old man steal out from a dense 
thicket of wild grape-Tines, dart across 
an open space and throw  hlmaelf flat 
behind a decaying log. *

Crawling up behind a huge sugar 
maple th a t stood .barely  more than  a 
rod from the log. Jack  rose to hla feet, 
a grin spreading over Tila" face aa ha 
thought of the surprise he w ss about 
to spring upon hla old friend.

l ie  was Just bracing himself for tha 
rush when a band fell upon hla shoul
der, and. whirling with sudden startle- 
ment, he found him self looking with 
foolish racancy Into the  qnlsxlcally 
twinkling eyes of—Uncle Nick.

At sight of hla young friend 's be
wildered face the  shoulders of the old 
hunter shook with m errim ent, though 
not a sound passed his lips—the silent 
laughter th a t long yeara In the woods, 
when they were dangerous, h id  taught 
him.

(TO  BB COSTTINUBD.)
„  • • 11 "N ’
* '  'Quite So.

Ju d  Tunklns says the man who gets
the beet of the bargain la usually tb s  
<>na moat willing to let bygones be 
bygones.

Never tell a girl th a t her face look* 
like a p ic tu re; she'll think you (Malt 
she painted tbe  po rtra it Uerself.


