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M etro p o lita n  M u seu m .
The M etropolitan Museum of New 

York city is the most im portan t of the 
m any museums in our country, and is 
better known than  aJl the others, a l­
though it is not varied in its collections 
as most of them hut consists’alm ost en ­
tirely of paintings and sculpture. I t 
stands in Central Park and was formed 
following a m eeting of the a rt com mittee 
of the union league in tha t city in Oc­
tober, 186 ’. Before it became perm an­
ently  settled it had various homes and 
consisted of some purchased pictures as 
well as a collection th a t was loaned by 
private owners The project at once was 
received with favor, and shortly large 
gifts in m oney and art objects were given 
to the museum ami the first im portant 
purchase of antiquities was in 1872, 
when the co'lection unearthed by G ener­
al L. P. di Cesnola in Cyprus vvas added 
to the exhibits.

The first portion of the present m ag­
nificent build ng in Central Park, which 
is visited by more than a million people 
each year, was inaugurated in 1880. The 
Cyprus collection already has no parallel 
anyw here for extent and value. It com­
prises stone sculptures, sarcophagi, in ­

scriptions, alabaster, ivories, lamps, pot­
tery, terra cotta statuettes, bronzes, glass, 
gems, jewelry and other objects and 
classes of objects which are unique.

The m useum ’s collection of glass was 
increased by a purchase fn m Charvet 
and presented by H enry G. M arquand, 
also a later collection presented by J. J. 
Ja rv is; m aking the entire collection of 
glass the most valuable known.

There are magnificent collections of 
Babylonian, Assyrian, and other ancient 
cylinders, seal and inscribed clav tablets;v z
Egyptian, Greek, Roman, Indian and 
American antiquities, the last in gold and 
silver; as well as pottery and stone; 
modern sculptures and bronzes; the 
H untineton  collection of memorials of 
W ashington, f ra n k lin  and Lafayette; 
the E. C. Moore collection of ancient 
terra cotta statuettes, ancient and m od­
ern glass; oriental enameled and other 
pottery, and objects of art in m etal, ivory, 
etc.; the Coles collection of tapestries and 
vases; the Lazarus collection of m in ia­
tures, enam els, jewelry and fans; the 
Drexel collection of objects of a rt in gold 
and silver; the C. W. King collection of 
ancient gems, purchased and presented 
to the museum by John  Taylor John ton ; 
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