
Uleekly Cbemawa jHmerican
VOL. 14 FEB RU A RY , 23 1912

L in c o ln .
There is no great personage in Am eri­

can history about whose ungainly ap­
pearance so much has been written, as 
about the civil war president of the 
United States. And this same homli- 
ness stood Lincoln in good stead at the 
period in which he so prom inently  fig­
ured, for the country needed just such 
a picturesque character as he represent­
ed to add interest tothe affairs he so won­
derfully controlled.

Homely as w: s Lincoln, both in face 
and figure, it was not of the sort to be re­
pellent, hut it is said that his sad face, 
under proper circum stances, lit up with 
so much tenderness of expression th a t it 
really became strikingly attractive 
And it was not necessary to be long with 
the man, before th e  tall giant figure, the 
hollow cheeks and sunken eves were en ­
tirely forgotten in the interesting and 
unusual man who was before you

Lincoln, as a boy of 14, had already 
grown to the height of six feet four inch­
es, with exceptionally large hands and 
feet, out of porportion to his long, lank 
bodv and limbs, and a head entirely  out 
of porportion with his body.

l'lie following story is told of Lincoln:
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Shortly after he had been adm itted to 
the bar, S tuart, with whom he had be­
come associated as a lawer, sent him to 
try  a case in McLean county for an 
Englishm en nam ed Baddeley, giving 
him a letter of introduction which a d ­
vised the client th a t he would rely up­
on the bearer to try his case in the best 
possible m anner.

Baddeley inspected his council’s p a rt­
ner with am azem ent and chagrin. The 
young man was six feet four, awkward, 
ungainly and apparen tly  shy. He was 
dressed in ill tit ted homespun clothes, 
the trousers a little too short, and the 
coat a trifle too large. He had the a p ­
pearance “of a rustic on his first visit to 
the circus.” As the client gazed at him, 
his astonishm ent turned to indignation 
and rage. W hat did S tuart mean by 
sending a pum pkin of that kind to rep­
r e s e n t  him? I t  was preposterous, insu lt­
ing, and not to be endured.

W ithout attem pting  to conceal his dis­
gust Baddeley uncerem oniously dispens­
ed with Lincoln’s services. H istory 
does not relate whether the irate Eng­
lishmen won or lost the case but we 
know that he lived to be one of Lincoln’s 
most ardent adm irers.
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