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G a lile o .
To Galileo, the Pisa astronom er, the 

world owes a debt not alone for his won 
derful discoveries in astronom y, but for 
his inventive genius which perm itted 
him to devise instrum ents invaluable for 
the carrying out of his study, whicn was 
at the time of his birth. 1564, so much 
absoibing the the scientific world.

It was Galileo who first constructed 
a telescope in 1609, with which he dis- 
covered m ountains and cavities in the 
moon, the round discs of the planets, 
the four satellites of Ju p ite r and ¿pots of 
the sun. For teaching the Copernican 
theoiy, ( » a I i 1 eo was accused of heresv 
exam ined bv the Impiisition and put to 
the torture. Worn by age he succumbed 
to bis persecutors and adjured his ob ­
jectionable doctrines in 1633 and finally 
died totally  blind at Florence in 1612.

Among the ranks of the great astrono­
mers it would he difficult to find one 
whose life presents more interesting fea­
tures and rem arkable vicissitudes than 
does that of Galileo. It was while he 
was professor of M athematics at Padua 
that he entered upon his m arvelous ca­
reer of investigation which was destined 
to revolutionize science.

In order to further develop his studies, 
he engaged a skilled workman to live at 
his houseand thus be constantly  at hand 
to try  the devices forever springing from 
G alileo’s fertile brain. Among the ear- 
liest of his inventions appears to have 
been the therm om eter, which he con­
structed in 1602

When Galileo invented his telescope a 
short tim e afterw ards its rem arkable 
properties at once com manded universal 
attention among the intelligent men. 
When he first turned it on the heavens 
he was amazed to find th a t he could 
count 10 times as many' stars in the skv 
as his unaided eye could detect.

G alileo’s celestial discoveries now- 
succeeded each other rapidly. T hat 
beautiful Milky Way, w hich’ has for 
ages been the object of adm iration to 
all lovers of nature, never disclosed its 
true beauty to the eye of man till the 
astronom er of Padua turned on it his 
magic tube. But the greatest discovery 
ma te by the telescope in those early 
days, perhaps, indeed, the greatest dis­
covery that the telescope has ever ac­
complished, was the detection of the 
system of four satellites revolving 
around the great plantet Jupiter. Num-
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