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M a s s a s o it
Just about the tim e of the death of 

Pow hatan in V irginia, the Pilgrim s a r ­
rived at P lym outh and began plans fo ra  
settlem ent in th a t section. I t  was in the 
dead of winter, and recognizing the treach­
ery of the Ind ians they took all pre­
cautions to shield them selves from harm 
from such a source. They felt th a t enm ity 
of the savages would be the foremost bar­
rier in the wa v of their colony’s prosper­
ity and perm anent life. Consequently 
we can im agine their surprise when one 

’day an Indian advanced from a num ber 
of his tribesm an and called in perfect 
E nglish: ‘‘Welcome E nglishm en!’’

The native, Samoset by name, had 
picked up the words from certain Penob­
scot fishermen. He had come, he said, 
as a mtsseng» r from the great Indian 
king M as-asoit.and had brought with him 
his royal n as te r’s as.-urance of peace 
and friendship.

At the time there w re 20 tribes of In ­
dians in New England. Them ost power 
f i l l  of these tribes, the N arragansetts, 
were enemies of Massasoit and he was 
glad to make friends with the new set- 
tiers for tha t reason.

it was Captain Miles S tandish, and
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six others of the colonists who went to 
meet him. They made a treaty  with 
Samoset in the nam e of Massasoit, and 
as representing Governor Carver. This 
agreem ent was unbroken for 50 years.

A short time afterw ards, on March the 
15, 1621, Massasoit himself, with 60 war- 
riars, drew near the colony. Both were 
prepared for hostility should there be 
any treachery displayed at this meeting. 
Fortunately  there was none, and Edward 
Winslow was delegated to present Mas­
sasoit with a num ber of presents. W ins­
low consented to rem ain behind as host­
age for Massosoit’s safety, while the king, 
and 20 of his men, went with Standish 
to a tint where Governor Carver waited to 
receive him.

The solemn treaty  there enacted was 
the first diplom atic document recorded 
in New England. Massasoit never broke 
his word, and he helped the colonists 
with generous gifts of corn and meat.

As an illustration of how this treaty  
assisted the Ind ian - is shown in the 
fact that nine years afterw ards the N ar­
ragansetts went upon the warpath against 
Massasoit, and attacked him so vigorously 
tha t he was compelled to take refuge
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