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Metlakatla."

“Father” Duncan recently arrived in .

Portland and while there related some of
his experiences as ‘“guardian angel” of
the Metlakatla Indians. The following
is from the Oregonian:

“And now, as to how we came to mmove,
We were on the British Columbia main-
land, when the Legislature passed an act
to give the Indians 10 acres each, that is
10 acres of forest. I wentimmediately to
the Governor and said to him: If you
sign th-t act so that it becomer a law,
look out  There will be terrlbfe hlond-
ehed. 1 had heard the Indians say thev
woula kill every “hlte man in the coun-
try, then die. Mg

“T'he trouble continued to beca ome grav

er,xo | lllﬂllgh! best to cnnsult !he Chief |

luslue I said to him, ‘L.et me know

exactiy what the status of these Indiang

)

i~ He read to me from the law, that
the Indians had no right< on the sml of
British Columbia except such asshall be
accorded them by the bounty and r-har
ity of the Queen of England.’ [ wrote to
the Indians at once and told them of the
situation, and they called a meeting.
“The steamer, upon its return, brought
three Indiang, They landed in the night
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‘every white man in the country.

'N'Qx '

and met me on the street. ‘What hmught
you down? I asked. ‘Can’t you tell gir?
Must see you alone sir,’ was the only re-
sponse they would give,
had decided to fight.

“That night I called upon Mr.. Rohln-
son, whose position there corresponded:

to that of Secretary of the :‘Treasury in..

United States. His family had retired,
so we were alone. 1 told him {hree In-
dians had come to me, and that,1.did not
know their mission. ‘I may talk with vou
tonight about the matter,’ I caid, ‘beeauge
I aon’t know why they have come. To-
morrow, after they have told me, I may
nog t.d“( with you’” I told him only two

rcourses were open for the Indians, to fight
- on to go to Alaska.

“If they fight,” said I, “they will kill
Troops
may be sent, but they will be. compelled
to pass through canons, and from the tops
of the rocks the Indians can easily shoot
the soldiers down. Ifthat is the case
you will have a big battle on your hands,
one whieh will -clean out the Britigh
Columbia treasury.”

‘When
we have treated

“‘Well I don’t wonder’ he said,
[ remen.ber the way

e

’(_mmmwd on page 8.’
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