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“Home, Sweet Home"’

I'hat the words of “Home, Sweet
Home"” were written by “an exile from
home" is easily inferred. John Howard
Payne was in  Parie struggling with
disappointments and failores in  his
siforte to establish himsell as a play-
wright translator of plays. In Seribners
for Qotaber 18 begun a series of letters
hetween Pavne and Washington Irving
written at this period and showing
Pavne's condition and sorrowfnl moods.
The letters were discoverad in a box of
papers unearthed by the consul at Tunis
at the request of a niece of Payne. They
had been leit overasa valueless after
the sale of Payne's effects there. Payne's

ooks, later gecured by his grand
w, who edits these letters, give his

of the

eprrespondence

Mention is made of “*Clari, ’ the opera

in which “Home, Sweet Home” APPeEars,

and Irving congratulates his friend on
the success. Sir Hemy Bishop made
the music while Payne was under con-
tricl 1o supply plays for Covent
ia Ihe musie of the song is an
olil gong, arranged by Bishop at
Pavne's requesi, when an extra song

wi= necded 0 one of the scenes.  These

words, written by the struggling and
lonely man out of his own “Heimwsh,”
are probably more generally knownto
those who love the English tonzue than
Bible—and this

i2 more than ean be soid of any of Irving’a

any words outside the
writings.

Thig letter of Payne's explaine itself:

My Dear Irving—If I conld convey to
you an idea of the pleasure it gave me
to find you still remembered there was
such a being, it would I am sure, be
thé trouble of
have unknowingly

some recomnpense for

which I heen the

cause [ am so igolated, and my feelings
are become 8o distempersed by annoy-
ance, that these electrical thrills of early
and national association, are at limes the
only things that can revive the con-
sciousness that I belong to a world and
have my friends and my relations and
my country like other people. T am
unused Lo any sudden touch of joy and
it o'er comes me”
The from
glimpses of what Payne's moods were at

lotters [rving also gave

this period, and how his friend strove to

keep him in good heart, Payne had

won 4 creatl suecess as an actor in Amer-
ica waned as he

dut his popularity

(Continued on page 8.)




