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ATHLETICS AND ORGANIZATION,

That the principle of organization en-

tors more into the world of athletics
erentes another study in contrasts from
which fruitful lessons may be drawn

sporls have passed from the/local phase
o that of national dimensions and heen
paized to the height of natioual competi-
gion.  Not so0 long ago our patersindulgs
ad in their vouthful pastimes calling for
antutored strength and enduwrance with

hardly a thonght of the athletes of old
who took their feats more geériously.
National athletic associations furnished

the next signifieant step, and now the
past and the present are united periodi-
cdlly inthe revived Olympie games

the
semi-public

[nitial impetus was given move-
ment Ly the construction of
sinms, where boys indulge in
recrention under

[ this respect the

gymna
wholesomie Torme of
eompelent teachers.

Y. M C
tional institutions have been mutually
helpful.  But the universal tendency in
all this work has been
gation of it2 direction, fixed rules for all
hranches of sport and' the adoption of
methods capable of general application.
Thers no donbt that results
nehicved have demonstrated conclusive-

A., private societies and ednea-

toward ecentrali-

can be

Iy the wisdom of the steps taken.

The wonder of it is the spread of or-
ginization to eéven this branch of hnman
activity. Fonmerly boys and men en-
joyed their sport in a haphazard way,
bt now students in the egllege, the high
sthool, the lower grades conform to
The child who

nol entered sehoel tries to perform ae-

BX-

a0l epecifieations. hias

cotding to fixed standards.  Even the
nrighborhond “eaneg®” studies the hank of
rles  before starting 2 competitive
HOTTEe Vnoon the whola nreanization

has promoted eclean, manly sport and
discouraged ts opposite. Fair play, as
well ag development, has been an under-
lying purpose.—Ex,

PRIMITIVE SCHOOL BOOKS.

The Hornbook, invented in 1450 and
used congiderably up to the close of the
eighteenth century, was the usoal text
book of the elementary school. A thin
glab of hard was ecovered with
parchiment on which were printed the
capital and small letters, nnmerals and

woodl

g0 ne elementary syllables and words,
gays Charles Winslow Hall in the Nga-
tional Magazine. Over this a thin sheet
of transparent cow’s hiorn was placed ancd
firmly bound g0 that no meistare could
This, the Bible and the
snmpler on which little girls painfully
glitched the letiers of the alphabet, some
“godly saying” and a border of “herring

penetrate.

gtiteh,” or some conventional pattern of
impossible Qowers and foliage and the
legend, “Mary Smith, her sampler)” or
the like were about all that the children
used up to the beginning of the eigh-
teenth century. The A, B C book, Boak
of Manners and the Assembly’'s Bhorter
Catechism came into uge soon after, and
a gpelling book was printed in America
in 1736, The New England Primer, one
of the most pnpular as well as the 1nost
eurious text-books of its time, was pub-
lished somewhere about 1687-1690, and
had an enormous circulation and use
in Amerien,

B

Flarry Joneg, of this year’s class, is
now tnking ncomplete conrse in the Cap-
ital Business College in Salem.

Nick Hateh, an admirer of the =g,
“Ha's u College Boy." has lately eompios-

e 4 mate for 1¢ entitled, “Peg Tops."




