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Story of a Coin.

A cent-sus of “Uncle San’s" eoing.

taken ut this time would show the one-
cent piece to be very much wore numer-
ous than any other. This is the small-
gat in value of American coins—general-
ly ard erconeously cnlled “penny”—is
growing rapidly in popularity. Not so
yery many years ago it was required in
no guch numbers or in. such proportion
to other coins as it 18 now. KEven after
it had come to be much more generally
used in the eagtern states, the middle,
western and zouthern states still made
the five-cent piece—eollagmially and in-

correctly called “nickel”—the smallest

popular coin. Nearly evervthing was
gold for even “money’—five dents or
some multiple of five, The publicdid not
eare to hother with odd cente, The sys-
tem wae all very rimple and convenient
and ng easy of computation and compre-
hension as the “5's" of the multiplica-
tion table.

Everythirg ran onsmeothly until in
the midst of the community which had
been content to conduet its business on
an even money basis, there appeared the
“out rate” store. It offered to eell fifty-
tent articles for forty-nine cents and dol-

lar articles for ninety-gight cents. Whero
Ypickels™ had previous sufliced to make
change, one-cent pieces were demanded
m numwbers. At first the public was
digposed to look with dislike on a tri-
fling cut in price of only one cent or two
which complicated the matter of making
change, It appesared to be o cheap bid
for patronage. But by and by it came
to expect the cut rate prices whoss very
oddness made them appesr as if they
had been redueced to the lagt cent possi-
ble, Then one-cent pieces began to fig.
ure in every transaetion and they contin-
ped 1o come mto uge more and more un-
til now they are an ever-present factor
in  “hosiness.” A street-car “lare,”
which until recently was deewed to be
gynonymons with a five-cent piece, may
now mean some other amonntof money.
In some of the eastern states, particular.
ly in  Massachusetls. wome suburban
lines, finding s five-cent fare Insuflicient
for the maintenance of their roads, are
permitted to charge six cents.  In Cleve.
land all street-car fares.are three cents,
In New York city the Manhattan Bridge
Three-Ovnt Fare Line is preparing to
rui ite cars from Flatbush, Long Island,

across New York to the Hudson River,
The paynent of a threeceut fare neces-



