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Indian Baskets.

weaving among the Indians of

and other western states has

heen developed into & rare art and some

beaatiful specimens have been perfectad

hy these people, says Mrs. M. Burton

Willian
I

gson in the Lus Angeles Times,

arkable that these people, with-

out the various appliances of art, should
dévelop an industry that appeals to the
most exthetic taste.

As we are aware, collecting Indian bas-
kete as a fad nnds it8 volaries not mlone
among peopls of abundant means, but
lovers of fistic }l::llilli-.'l'itf! will I.uir‘:-I
many so-called necessities in order o
purchase these specimens of the Indian

WOmn/n s

A g eollecting fine s!-r'(‘i-
meng of Indian basketry requires more
Latst ritien] acumen and knowledge of
what shpulid cons=titute n “choice speci-
men’” than the average person would
conjectiire.  Dr. J. W. Hudean, who

lived for 20 venrs nearthe Pomo [ndinns

in Mendocinn enunty, CGalifarnia. and
made a rare colleation of rheir basketry,
=ays there are 10 graded roles” (he

barket | xpert must he 2ognizant of if he,

ar she, would oldain the best ._;|3|_1.i,'_:

these are: “Weave, aymmetry of outline,

of stiteh, or thread, delicacy of thread,

materia

, pattern, ornamentation, gen-
eral effect and size.”
We are beginning to see that the

finest producte of baskeiry aratheout-
ward expression of admiration of beauty
in the heart of the weaveyr. Naturerevels
in variation, so these gimple children of
nature nnconscionsly follow in her lead
and give textile expression in endless
patterns of hasketry. For adepts in clir-
eerning and collecting baskets tell us
thera are no duplicates,

Besides furnighing her own pattern—

being limited only by tribe distinetions
of technigue and ornamentation—the In-
dign woman mast needs colleet her own
material, searching the woods, mountains
and canyons for the particnlar plant hege
fagtidious twarte requires for her own
creation, whether these be Nitka Spruce,
three-leaf sumae, willow, tule
plant.

We are also suprised

or othey

to learn that the

fine-t specimens of basketry was not

bt

made for barter and exchange, for
tine dlelight of the maker,
T'he expert =pecalizes in judging the

toerit= of 2 basket, whilie the novier mere.




