Weekly €hemawa American

VOL. 12

DECEMBER 24, 1908,

XO 24

CHRISTMAS IN THE INDIAN
SERVICE

Washington, Deo. 18, —8everal thou-
gand Indian children thronghont this
country are awaiting the coming of
Christmas day with just.ae much eager.
néss and apticipation as the average
American youngster,

For there is really a 8unta Clans that
brings joy to their hearts. The Indian
children believe in Kris Kringle, but they
do not know that he lives at the North
Pole. They think he lives in Washing.
ton, that he is, in shopt Commissioner of
Indian Affairs Valentine, And Commis-
sioner Valentine dues Lig best to lHve up
the reputation, backed up by a patsrnal
government that wants the children of
Paor Lo to have all the advantager of
civilization,

At ullthe Indian Reaepvations, Chelat.
muz Day ig obgerved faithfully. Thera
is always w big holiday dinner to which
the grawn-nps aro invited as well a¢ the
children * The invitations aie Fnpples
mented with & cake of soayp. lu this
topsy turey land iv is the parents who
et with thelr dngar and the chilidien
who arewell behoved so that the yourg
stere et first and their seniors wait for

second table,  Bome of them, preferring
to ent at hore, bring sacks into which
they dump turkey, eranberry, rice-dnd
dessert, [i there is coffee, they pour
that in ton, on top of the other food:

When the weather is good the child-
ren who, during the winter, reside at the
school, are allowed to go home for a vad
cation safter the dinner. If they
kept in echool, cloge watel iz maintaine
ed, for of all things these children love
their ponies, of all pluces their hills, and
of all games, “heokey.” In thiz their
parents aid them by hitehing a pony
near the sehoal yard, Buddenls a poe
pilis missing  He haa grlloped off and
woweek's hont will be needed to loeats
the troant

Are

The Indinne‘are’ fond of present givs
ing. River
in Montana, al one time a eister to Kit.
ting Bull was the goert of honor.  De.
girong of showing their appreciation the
Indiane, after many fine - gpeeches,
lirsught in her present, [t was & dog

At the Topgns regerention

That evening she entertainad then at
dinner, and they all «aid they great'y
relished the einine stew _

In Phoenix, Arizona, there is 0 sehool
of 700 children  Heveit is very different




