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Efficient Indian Laborers

The major part of the work of turning
the Colorade river from the Salton sink
to ite old channel was done by Indian
laborersof the desert ftribes, to whose
efficiency Dr, A. L. Leeds pays warm
tribote ia an article in the
ntimber of Foreet and Stream. These [n-
dians have long been accostomed to
agriculture and to conducting irrigation

current

workings on a small seale, and when
given opportunity for regular work nt
fair wages, they grasped it eagerly.  In-
deed, they speedily  proved themselyves
the most fribhin! and efeient of gl e
waork.

fnborers this

When the Sexiean temmsters qoit and

cmploy e apon

went to work elsewhere, Tndings wers
gpecdily broken in to take their pliess,
and stayed by the jotantil it was dish
ed,  Inoa day crso work wasE mioving as
sver,  FPhis hewvy work wis done Dy fhe
[ndians daring the summer,
thermomater rangvl betweon 112 an: 1118
in the shade. Even the Tndiin bavs
showed themselves willing and efficient
workers ¥

The experivnee had with theso Indians
i= not unlike the experience had in
Western Waghington with the Tndinns
of this partof the world, From the
satlier settlementof Puget Sound, the
Indians hers, never having been pauper-
ized by the receipt of government
bounties and rations, were willing to
work for the white men,  They handled
lumber in the yards and loaded ships;
they worked on farms and assisted in
elearing much of the land put in culi-
valion. Few of them ever exhibited the
distaste for labor which tradition assign
to the Indians.

Alaska Indians have alwavs been
willing workers, when given fair pay
and decent treatment Puring  the
earlier days of the Treadwell® mine a
large share of the working foree consist-
ed of Indinns.  They are fower in num-

whoen e

ber there now, a feet due, according to
some obgerverg, to the large number of
casualties in that mine. At New Met-
lakahtla, Indians follow almostevery
variety of accupation; have aequired
comfortable homes on the white man's
model, and collectively, constitiutes as
thrifty and industrious a community
a= can be found on the continent.

The reservution eyvetem is responsible
for unthrift and the panperium of the
larger number of the American Indian,
rathar than any radieal defeet or any
inherited tnwillingness to labor.

[For the information of its realers the
AMeRIoan would wild ta the above editor-
il of the SparrLe Post  INTELLIGENCER
thit thiere nre at the present time ahout
fifts voung Indian men fom the Salem
Indinn School of Ll
constraction parties on the new railiond
fine between Salem and Portla: ol which

working in oane

runs through onr grounds.

{he pupils of the school during the
Bt vacation perdond  earned o laree
N tof ntoney picking hops, threshing,
warking af carpenter, ag pnachinists; aid
in ochier Industrial pursuits.  This they
will wse fo i ir needs during the year.
—EDITOK]

NESIHA CLUB
The Nesika Club met in Mitehell
Hall Wudnesdn‘y evening and elected the
following officers: Pres. Eugene Wil
liams: See. C. B, Larsen; Tres. Adolph
Farraw.

The meeting was attended by six af
last year's members and the amount of
* Nesika spirit” shown wonid do  credit
w  a  number three  times  our
size. Among the subjects discussed gur
absent m mbers were not forgotten while
our new members was an important sube
jeet. We have high hopes for another
sueeessful season.




