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An Indian Loon-Hunt

Early in the summer when ice was moving
‘out of the Nepigon Biver, which flows into
ake Superior at Red Hock, severnl hundred
ppewi- Indians were gathered about the
udson Bay post near that place.
Une day o loon, or great northern diver,
seen in the lake oppogite the post, word
kly passed among the listless lonngers,
ithe village wss instanily on the move,
bark cances were elid into the water,
afaw of the braves took their squaws
h them, while others went alone. By one
nlse they shot onf info the lake to chase
shur--syed loon.
he bird, seeing the approach of 50 many
gannes, dove out of sight. That was the sig-
il for a spurt on the part of the canoeists;
they scattered widely, secording to each
dler’s guess of whera the loon wonld
come up.
Hiving made a long swim under water, he
jtoan fur Lo the south where most of the fifty
shad ron, but an old man snd his
aguaw were not far from the beautiful
and white head that suddenly arose,
wold man tried to get & shot at the loon
 his how and blant wooden arrow,—the
vy wenpon the Indian nsed in this chase,—
L the loon was too guick for him and went
i agein,
Ahe canpes now rushed that way, the
yelled as they forced their light Barks
gh the  water, Theold msn and his
elod squaw were foremost: his musenlar
locking tense as he rapidly \rieldad

his paddle.

Spreading onl a little near where they
deemed the loon would rise, a dozen of the
Chippewas waited, with bows in hand and
blunt arrows strung—walted with the alert-
ness of eats watching for a mounse. But the
loon fooled them by comingup far west of
where be was expected, The canoe uearest
to him was that of a fourteen-year-old boy,
who, with or two three others, puf in use
less shots.

Again a noisy rush was made toward the
place where the bird was expected to reap-
jear, every Indian yelled & deep, sharp-
“Wah! Wuh!" The few sguowsin the ca-
noes aided ftheir husdands in paddling, and
propelled the cances when their dusky lords
dropped their paddles and seized their bows,

This time the loon, fully alive to the dan-
ger he was in, ook & wonderfully long swim,
coming up far from most of the eAnoes, and
at such a distance from the nearest that he
had a moment or {wo of breathing before the
next dip. This would have been his chance
to fiy had he possersed the power of rising
quickly from the water on his wings, as the
duck or goose. But loons can not ascend
speedily from the surface, and so, when pur-
sued, always try to eseape by swimming and
diving.

Ag if by common consent the eanoes now
spread ont more widely to surround the
atrong and agile bird. He came to the sar-
face within a few feet of two or three canoes,

and a quick shot hit him in the neck, but it
glnumﬂ off as from twig, and down he went
again, the scattered canoces dashed foward



