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Now 14

Indian First to lrrigate
eriean irrigation was old when
wag in the glory of its youth. The
i |- suednets and subterranean ca-
le of Bouth America, extending for
botkands of miles, « nee supplied great
and irvigated  immense areas,
jos before the venturesome Norse-
n.mie:l upon the bleak angd inhos.
ilile shores of New England a ‘ﬂ.rgﬂ
ulition dwelt in the hot valleys of
r Sonthwest. From thesolid rock,
| primitive tools of stone, they cut
g nnd howed the blocks for many-
shnmbered paiaces, which they erected
% alwdmrt or on the lHmestone ledges
o river canyons.
-'l.'_qi_tmio.@s ruins, older than the
of many centuries, tell the story

.Ar’l'"'l’i’ll" coneerning whore fate history
inge u= no, word,  In these palaces
amany aniles of eanals we may
alintat read the story of another Egept
4 people toilis g under the burning
i of the desert, wearily and painfully
ng the eommande of an American
inrioh. :
Coming down to & period less remote
and nﬂl.r El:igh!.‘j' less interesting; is the
- -|ﬂikﬂ af modern Ameriean history,

Here, in the sixteenth century, Coro-
nado, the first great American explorer,
gwept up the Rio Grande valley and
journeyed ag far north as Kansas. In
new Mexico he found a pustoral race
dwelling in pueblos and practicing the
gentle art of irrigation as had thelr fore-
fathers, perhaps as far back as in the
days of Abraham,

Certainly their agricultural methods
were in no wise different from those
which prevailed in the days of the pro-
phets,  Even unto this day their grain is
gathered in great willow baskets, is
threshed by the trampling of sheep and
goats  and  winnowed by the winds.
Fields which were eultivated three cen-
turies ago are still producing erops each
Fﬁﬂr.

Some of these thoughts came 1o the
govermmuent engineers a8 they ran their
lines of levels in the valley of the Salt
river, in Arizona, and it geemed Lo them
i proper tagk for the greatest nation.on
enrth to regtore once more the onses of
verilure which the desert had long ago
obliterated.

During the last quarter of & century a
cerop  producing  area  of 10, 000, 000,

Cintinned on page .




