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George  Washington
By Levi Sortor

George Washington, the father of our
country, was horn in Westinoreland,
Virginia in the year of 1732. When a boy
he showed great skill as a leader. He ex-
eclled his schoolmates in athleties =uch
as running, wrestling and similar sports.
He also liked to play at war and was al-
ways chosen to lead the boys. He was
always truthfnl and it is gaid that once.
he ent down his father's eherry tree and
when his father nsked him abont it said,
“T did it father, 1 cannot tell a lie, T did
it with my new hatchet.” 8o he grew 1o
manhood and had his work before him,
When he wag only 21 vears of age, he
was sent to the French in Ohio with a
message telling them they must leave
the country as they were on HEnglish
gronnd. He encountered many  hard-
ghip=z and dangers, but  performed his
duty. There was one thing in which he
was unequaled his—eommanding person-
ality. Me was not only great in small
things but great in all things. Although
there were other great Americans before
his time, whom we lully appreciate, we
consider George Washinglon first among
them, Hae is elosely indentitied with the
hirth' of the nation through the great
part he took in frecing it from England
and establishing itz prineiples.  When
the storms of battle blow highest and

rage fiercest the name of Washington
ghould nerve every Ameriean arm and
cheer every Ameriean heart. Tn the
words of Byron:

“Where may the wearicd eyes repose,
When gazing on the great

Where neither guilty glory grows

Nor despicab.e state?

Yes—one, the fivst, the last, the best,
The Cincinnatus of the West,

Whom envy dared got hate,

Bequeathed the name of Washington;
To wake man Mush, there was hut one.”



