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President Roosevelt's Message.

Coneerning The Indian
Question.

What He Says

Wegive below that purtof the President’s
message refating to the Indian, The Presi-
dent deals with this qrestion trom the

glandpoint of one, who Is thoronghly con-

wvorsnt with the subject and his knowl®
alge has not been gained from reports, but
from actual contact and knowledge of the
people he ia discussing.

The breaking up of tribal funds, stop-
ping the leasing of Indianallotments, muk-
ing the marriage law conform with those
of the whiles, epdorsement of Industrial
Edugation and the pushing it to the front,
the abragation of the ration system, pro-
tecting the Indian from the liguor traflie,
and the treatment of him as an individual,
like & white man, are alike thesalient feat-
ures of the message and the question. In
the above poiuts he covers theground fully,
and il his recormmendations are carried ont
to their fulfillment the most important aad
advanced step in the solation of the prob-
Jem will have been muade,

Treatment of Indians,

In my judgement the time has arrived
when we shonld definate!'y make up onr
minde to recognize the Tndian as an indi-
vidualand not as & member of a tribe.
The general allotment sct is a mighty
pulverizing engine to breale np the tribal

miuss. It aets directiv upen the family
and the individoal. Under its provisions
some 60,000 Indians bave already beeome
witizgens of the United States, We should
pow break tp the tribal funds, doing for
them what allotment doss for the trital
Hands-that is, they should he digided into
dndividnal hollings, Tnere will be a trans-
ftion perind during which the funds will
in many cpsed bave to be held in trosr,
This is the erse, aleo, with the lands, A
#lop ghoald be pot upon the indiserim-
juate permission of Indians to lease sheir
allotments. The effurt should be atend-
¢ 1o muke the Tndian work like any athe
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er man on hieg own gronnd, The mar-
riage laws of the Indians should be madm
the same as those of the whites.

In the schools the elucation should be
elementary and largely induostrial, The
need of higher education among the In-
dinns is very, very limited., On the reser-
vations care should he taken to try to suit
the teaching to the needs of the partienlar
Indian. Thers is no use in attempting to
induce agriculture 1o a conntry suited only
for eattle raiging, where the Indian should
ne made a stockgrower, The ration sys-
tem, which is merely the corral and the
reservalion system, is highly detrimental
to the Indians. Tt promotes beggary, per-
petuates pauperism  and stifles industry.
It is an effectual barrier to progress, It

must continue to a greater or less degrea
ud long as tribes are herded on reservations
and have everything in commeon. The In-
dian should be treated ss an individual—
like the whit: man. Duringthe ¢hange of
treatment inevitable hardships will oecnr,
every ellort should be made to minimize
the hardships; but we shonld not, beeange
of them, hesitate to make the change,
Therve shonld be a contintona reduetion in
tha namber of agencies.

I dealing with the ahoriginal raneg few
things are more important than to preserve
them from the terrible physical and moral
degradution  resulting from the liguor
traflie. We are doing all we can to save
onr own  Indian tribes from this evil.
Wherever in international sgreement this
same ent ean be attained as regards races
where we dn not posgessexclusive control,
every effort #hould be made to bring it

about,

The Chemnwr  American in a recent
imsne begins an editorial with the signifi-
eant old adage, **Mind yourown husiness,”
Wea believe that this & a lesson which
many people onghtra learn and  practice,
and eollege students are no  exception.
The failure of many persons in life ean he
traced to the fact/of their departing from
their own sphere in meddling in the pri-
vate siluire of otherg. - Is it not true that
the nnassuming, unofficious, “little-to-say’’
person who i8 most generally respected
sl Joved?  But the impertinent nene
will esteem, and juatly so, —[Ex




