
THE BLIGHT OF PRECEDENT power. And so will conservatism s;

Failing P rize  O ra tion  by A ntoinette lo the exclusion of his own individual*
B urdick

Each individual has on inherent pow 
er d istinc tly  his own. Of this power 
Ruskin says, “ D egrees infinite of lus­
ter there m ust alw ays be, but the 
weakest am ong us has a gift, however, 
seem ingly trival, which is peculiar to 
him, anti which, w orthily used, will 
have a gift also to his race forever." 
Yet m any persons fail to use their 
gift because they follow so closely pre-
scribed m ethods of th inking, prescrib- ...........
ed codes of action, decreed dogm as of vailin„. opinions? Though scoffed at 
belief. T hey  are ever guided and con- j)V his friends and forgotten by those
trolled by precedent.

P recedent is som ething which comes ips convictions until he proved them, 
to us from the past with the sanction [n the sixteenth century a poor 
of usage and common consen t; some- , monk fighting against the precedents 
th ing  handed down with the approval established by church and state started 
of experience or au thority . 1 he per- the greatest reform the world has e\et
sons follow ing precedent are from two 
classes. To the one belonging those 
w ho are taugh t, guided, and inspired• --- - - CJ -- — «r
by it to nobler and better efforts, while ru |es an(j observances? \ \  hat chang- 
in the o ther class are those who are ed j1jnl frolll a poor youth begging on 
b ligh ted , those who become mere auto- (jie slreet t() the hero of his age and 
m ations, because, day a lte r day, they j a jj ages to follow / It was not alone 
blindly  follow the dictations of the lhe lru th  he iiad found by persistent 
past. effort, but it was his fidelity to this

T hose who arc thus bound by hooks jps courage and determ ination
of steel to precedent are influential by j 
th ree forces: conservatism , lack ol self­
appreciation and fear of public opinion.

T he early history of the South af­
fords an example of conservatism . Il 
w as so “entrenched in its traditions 
and chivalry, so self-centered in its 
sem i-feudal and O ld-W orld pictures­
queness that “ while outside its lim ­
its new’ industries were springing up—  - -  • i . J  em erging from the obscurity w
the South holding tenaciously to  llslie>lvd d th em and have won glory 
old w ays fell farther and farther be-• lhuuS(. xcs an(l their country. But
hind the o ther sections of the country an(l use his g jft
in the rapid m arch of national pros- sboul(j believe with Francis Bacon

perity . .
T he  failure of advance was caused, 

not by lack of gifts am ong the people, 
bu t by the idea that they must con­
form to  the precedents m ule by th.cir 
ancestors. T hey did not realize as 
did W endell Phillips that “ to be as 
good as their fathers they must be 
b e tte r."  But they lotind their mis- 

t < 11\ c
’ W ith in  the last tew years they have 

th row n  off th is spirit of conservatism  
ami re ly ing  upon their own strength  
they  are developing ail activity t a 'tn ey  are . ()t obtaining .
destined  to  m ake the South pr«>m t  1^ fonowers are often found
in com m erce and m anufacture >u holding or seeking toin co m in c iic  cm'. .......
until the people of the South ‘-a r" e J, 
•the lesson of devotion of h ie  to duty  
conservatism  gradually  sappei » Kir

the power of any man who follows it

ity. lie  will lose the ability to think 
for himself, he will bury his gift.

There are men who tlnough lack of 
confidence in their own ability follow 
precedent. They may have excellent 
ideas and may even dream of what 
they might accomplish, hut still they 
keep locked within their minds those 
ideas which if developed might cause 
a needed reform in thought and action. 
W hat if Columbus had under-valued 
his thoughts because they were his 
own and differed so greatly from pre­

who promised to aid him he clung to

known. W hat caused the voice of 
M artin Luther to pierce th° «loots of 
the convents nailed as they weie v. t i l l

to stand by it even when death n die 
stake seemed inevitable.

One does not need i»e widely 
known to have a message for the 
world. Some of the nu st influential 
men in all the history of the past and 
present are men who like our own 
Line«»hi have battled against circum ­
stances until they have succeeded in 

hich

that “ it is as well to  create good prece- 
dents as to follow them .”

Then there is a class of men who 
conform to precedent through fear of 
public opinion. T hat is the s tan ­
dard by which they govern their lives. 
Public opinion is the consensus ot the
m ajority. 11 «  t‘" l ,e r . b>
wholesome and clear thinking and just 
criticism, or by prejudice, >>K"ora" , t  
and narrow ness of thought. ns se 
vile public opinion causes the one who 
M k 'v s  i, to lower his ideals in the 

hope of obtaining l - l » ’ ’" 'A

men who are holding 
bOb, public Office. They put .h e r  own 
convictions in the background in order

to comply with the views, yes, some­
times with the whims of those from 
whom they expect support.

in direct contrast to such individuals 
are two men who are attracting world­
wide attention. Through opposition 
and abuse they are standing tor p rin­
ciple and are pointing out the solution 
to some of the vital problems that arc 
puzzling our government. Theodore 
Roosevelt and William Jennings Bry­
an have not bowed down to public 
opinion, they have created it.

The man who craves the approval 
of public opinion should by loyalty 
to right ami persistent effort seek to 
raise it to the standard of rationalism  
and equity.

According to Lew Wallace “ In ev­
ery scheme involving human action, 
there are three elements to be taken 
inu» consideration time, place, ami 
agency." How futile then to try  to 
make certain actions of today conform 
to those of «»ther Ames, other places, 
and other agencies!

The principle of life is grow th. But 
can there be growth for those who 
follow precedent to the exclusion of 
their own personality? \«>. For them 
preced« nt becomes the Heal ami when 
the meal is reached progress ceases. 
R , km says of the artist, and what he 
says applies equally to anyone, “ All 
artists who have attem pted to assum e, 
or in their weakness have been influ­
enced by the national pecularities of 
other times ami countriis, have in 
slantly, whatever their original power, 
fallen t<> third rate rank or fallen a lto ­
gether, have lost their blessing and 
birthright, lost their power over the 

i human heart, lost all capability of 
¡teaching <»r benefiting others. Prece­
dent then when umlescerningly follow­
ed not only hinders development but 
causes degeneration.

'To every man should come a sense 
of his responsibility to himself ami his 
fellow men. He is under obligations 
to be either a g«»«»«l leader or an in­
telligent follower. The world does not 
want mechanical copyists; it does not 
want men who are chained by ftar. 
But it does want men who can dis­
tinguish between gooil ami ba«l p r i«< 
den ts; men who will search out the 
new tru ths that must be proclaimed 
to the w orld; men who are ready for 
each new crisis, for,
“ New occasions teach new du ties; 
Time makes ancient good uncouth; 
'They must upward still and onward 
W ho would keep abreast of 'Truth.
Lo! before us gleam her campfires, 

(Continued on page 7)


