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The Purpose of the Y. M. C. A. is to 
Help Every Student, W i.ethe. a 

Member or Not

By J‘res. C urtis A. Gardner
It is well t<> call to mind occasion­

ally the relation the Young Men's 
(. hristian Association hears to the s tu ­
dent-body in general. The purpose of 
the Association is pretty  generally 
known. It may he stated thus: To 
rake care of the spiritual man.

Now it this he the \ . M. C. A .s pur­
pose, in order to accomplish that pur­
pose it must he a spiritual uplift to the 
students, not only to members hut to

les* we substantiate that policy hv ac­
tual perform ance of the work and have 
results to show for our work we can 
lay no claims to being a factor in the 
student-body's welfare.

Before stating  the work which our 
\ssociation is carrying on, and will 

rontinue to carry on, it will he well to 
’onsider, perhaps, for a moment the 
need of such a factor in a student- 
,odv like ours.

State universities do not provide 
my means in their c u r r ic u la  for spir- 
tual developm ent. Their prim arv ob­

ject is to give students technical tra in ­
ing, and to do this best they give them 
sufficient physical exercise to he able 
o receive this training. So the field of 
piritual train ing  is lelt open, hence 
he opening tor some organization 01

Bearing these facts in m ind it mav 
help us to see the m ore clearly the 
m anner and cause of the grow th of 
the Young .Men's C hristian  Associa­
tions. Now let us determ ine the rela­
tion the A ssociation should hear to 
the student-body. F irst, it should 
show an active in terest in student- 
body activities, should give w hat aid it 
can. should prepare a schedule of pub­
lic A ssociation m eetings which will 
deserve the patronage of the students, 
and should alw ays have the interests 
of all in mind.

Since the office of general ‘secretary 
has been created more work has been 
undertaken. The regu lar departm ents 
of work a re :

1— The Friday evening m eetings led 
m ainly by prom inent speakers and at

the whole student body, for if the As­
sociation confines its attention to 
members alone it will bring about its 
own defeat, simply because, in order to 
gain spiritual strength it is absolutely 
necessary that one take a deep interest 
in his b ro th er’s welfare. “ No \ssoci- 
ation," says F. W. < >ber. "stands for 
itself alone, and at best it h is to do 
with a man s life for but a brief period, 
bn, that period is the character form ­
ing time. It is a servant to society. As 
it finds the needs of young men it is 
to  serve them then. \ \  hen it becomes 
a club to coddle and serve its members 
alone then its power and place as a 
Christian force is lost.”

It would be easy to go on and d is­
cuss generally how the Y. M C \ 
could help its fellow students, but un­

force which will secure this train 
for v.e all believe in all abound d * 
opm ent. The Young M en's Chris 
Association is the institu tion vv 1 

has grown up in response to this 
" a n d  and the demand has been 
’ e if that not onlv in all the state i 

versifies and agricultural colleges 
••nr country have there been Y. M. 
A . s organized, but also in high scln 
and colleges of nearly everv kind, 
the Cnited States ami Canada to< 
there are 54,300 college Associate 
with a m em bership of 415,000. In 
last six years the per cent of gain 
m em bership has been 54 per cent.

College Associations are organi; 
and run by college men. They fou 
the Christian life is most conducive 
spiritual developm ent.

'»flier times bv stud mts.
2 — Bible study courses conducted 

by trained leaders.
*’— Mission studv. 
d— Bovs’ work.

\ \  ork of the general secretary in 
the office.

W e have good reasons for believing 
that the com ing year will find a strong- 
vi Association than ever before. At 
leas, the increase m ade the last year 
would indicate such a g row th . W ith 
a m em bership of Of» an(j a budget of 
about «S600. and hearty  co-operation 
1,0,11 our faculty and studen t-body  we 
will hope for a fjuality of work which 
shall be up to the s tandard  of our 
o ther student-body activ ities.
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