
Fighting to Protect Youth...

During past economic downturns, the Oregon Youth Authority was hit 
with large cuts. As a result, at-risk youth didn't get the treatment they 
needed to successfully reintegrate into their communities and tragic 
consequences ensued.

At first 2009 seemed no different. OYA was a gavel hammer away from 
devastating cuts in February and June.

But this time SEIU 503 members at OYA stood up for the youth they serve 
and made the case that cuts to the public safety system could not be 
balanced on the backs of vulnerable youth.

The OYA facility in Burns, which provides treatment for youth sex offenders 
and is the largest employer in its community, was slated for closure twice 
during the session. The members in Burns, along with their co-workers 
across the state and community members, fought until the very last day. 
In February, members in Burns testified in Salem, called, faxed and 
e-mailed their legislators and saved the facility from closure. OYA took 
cuts in February, but no facility was closed.

Just one month later, the Burns facility was back on the cut list, as were 
other facilities and beds for youth throughout the state. The OYA members 
gathered together and had a lobby day in Salem. More than 20 members 
testified and another 20 supported them, making the case to legislators 
about the important services they provide to youth throughout the state. 
While many of the cuts were taken off the table after the lobby day, the 
Burns facility and beds for youth at Hillcrest were still facing closure in May.


