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—Cartoon courtesy of The Federal Times

From the....

Executive Secretary

Thoughts About the Session
The accom plishm ents of the fifty -seven th  Oregon 

Leg is la tive  Assem bly fo r state employes w ill be 
described in g rea te r de ta il in an issue of The OSEA 
News la te r th is  m onth. Here are only a few  of your 
lobbyists ' rem iniscences on ad journm ent day:

A high point: The v is it to  House Speaker D ick 
E ym ann's o ffice  in M ay, when, a fte r the M ay 1 
e lection, some House m em bers of the Jo in t Ways 
and Means C om m ittee w ere showing re luctance 
about im p lem enting  the negotiated pay and 
benefits package. How good it was to  receive the 
solid assurance th a t the Speaker and Senate 
P resident Jason Boe had decided ea rly  in the 
session th a t the package would be funded, and tha t 
it  was going to  go!

A th r il le r :  When the vote in the Senate of HJR 30 
(constitu tiona l am endm ent to a llow  state employes 
to serve in the leg is la tu re ) was announced as 15 in 
fa vo r (16 votes are required to pass a b ill) . 
President Boe, who had prom ised us he would 
support the measure, re-announced the vote and 
enterta ined p a rlia m e n ta ry  inqu iries  from  Senator 
Keith Burbidge, a strong supporter of the b ill, 
a llow ing tim e  fo r o ther supporters to get one 
senator to change his vote from  " n a y "  to "a y e ."  If 
there is a state em ploye serv ing in the leg is la tu re  
one of these years, he or she can g ive  thanks to 
Jason Boe's "s lo w  g a ve l."

A low po in t: When firs t- te rm  M arion  County 
Representative Je ff G ilm our, p rev ious ly  described 
by the news m edia as a "s u lk y  k id  o b s tru c tio n is t,"  
w arned the House not to vote fo r HJR 30 because

they w ould re g re t the day they " le t  the hogs in to  the 
tro u g h ."

S ess ion 's  bes t speech: The m a g n if ic e n t, 
em otional words of Senator Ted Hallock in op­
position to closing Colum bia P ark Hospital.

Best jo in t a c tiv ity : Solid cooperation between 
pub lic  em ploye associations and unions won 
passage of HB 2263, the co llec tive  barga in ing  b ill, 
and bailed out SB 411, the re tire m e n t Im provem ent 
measure, when it  was in troub le . This re la tionsh ip  
w ill be continued in next yea r's  po litica l cam ­
paigns.

O ther leaders: A  g rea t job by Ways and Means 
co-chairm an Phil Lang; a constructive  m eeting 
w ith  M in o r ity  Leader Gordon Macpherson, a t his 
in v ita tio n , when tem pers were high regard ing  the 
co llective  barga in ing  b i l l ;  help from  Represen­
ta tive  Roger M a rtin  on opposition p a rty  votes on an 
im p o rtan t m easure in the Senate: the patience of 
House Labor C om m ittee cha irm an Glen W hallon 
and v ice -cha irm an Bob E llio tt and the w ork  of th e ir 
subcom m ittee m em bers— Representatives L a rry  
P e rry  and B ill G rannell on HB 2263; Senator D ick 
Groener when the b ill reached the Senate; House 
M a jo r ity  Leader Les AuCoin and his vice- 
cha irm an, E arl B lum enauer, w ork ing  on d iffe re n t 
b ills  in the House State and Federal A ffa irs  
Com m ittee.

Most he lp fu l: Nobody could top the k ind of 
assistance g iven us by Senator Keith Burbidge and 
Representatives Peg Dereli and M ary  Roberts, but 
there was much support from  others such as 
Senators B ill Stevenson, Fred Heard, Jack R ipper, 
Ed Fadeley and W ally  Carson, and Represen­
ta tives H arvey Akeson, B ill McCoy, Norma Paulus 
and qu ite  a few more.

M any of us have w ritte n  le tte rs to leg is la tors 
during  the session, asking fo r help. Why not take 
some tim e  now to drop a line to your Senator o r 
R epresentative, g iv ing  thanks fo r  the help he o r she 
has given us?
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