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A  Brief fo r  CASE
A lm o s t a ye a r's  w o rk  by some of the 

A ssoc ia tion 's  best m inds has gone in to  the 
fo rm a tio n  of a sta te  em ploye "p o lit ic a l ac tion  
a r m , "  o the rw ise  know n as C itizen A ction  by 
S tate Em ployes (C A S E ).

S im i la r  to  th e  O re g o n  E d u c a tio n  
A ssoc ia tion 's  P IE  (Peop le  fo r  Im p rovem en t of 
E d uca tion ), the  A F L -C IO 's  COPE and the 
doc to rs ' O regon M ed ica l P o lit ic a l A c tio n  
C om m ittee , CASE w il l  be ab le  to  support 
cand ida tes in p a rtisan  e lections w here  O SEA 
dues d o lla rs  canno t be spent.

The fa c to r  w h ich  w i l l  d e te rm in e  the  success 
of CASE w il l  be how w e ll i t  can ra ise  necessary 
cand ida te  su p p o rt funds. The basic fin a n c in g  
w il l  com e fro m  s o lic ita tio n  o f $10 per yea r 
m em bersh ips , p resen tly  open on a c h a rte r 
basis.

S tate em p loyes w ho have looked fo r  a 
s tro n g e r " p o l it ic a l c lo u t"  now have a chance to 
back up th e ir  ob jec tives  w ith  a $10 c h a rte r  
m em b e rsh ip  in  CASE.
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One Down. Another to Go?
On the  n ig h t o f J a n u a ry  18, KG W -TV new s 

co m m e n ta to r F loyd  M c K a y  repo rted  th a t 
"v o te s  o f h ig h e r educa tion  and s ta te  em ployes 
in the  m id -W illa m e tte  v a lle y  p rov ided  the  
w in n in g  m a rg in  fo r  the  c ig a re tte  ta x  in today 's  
specia l e le c tio n ."

And indeed they  d id . W ith  the  w in n in g  m a rg in  
s ta tew ide  o n ly  51 pe r cent o f the  vote, the 
budget-ba lanc ing  m easure  w e n t ove r in Benton 
County a t 70 per cent. M a rio n  and Po lk Counties 
cam e in a t be tte r than  56 per cent, and the  vo te r 
tu rn o u t w as m uch h igher than the  s ta te  
average. The vo tin g  p a tte rn  was a pp a ren t in  a ll 
areas o f concen tra ted  s ta te  em p lo ym e n t.

Now a n ti- ta x  po lit ica n s  a re  busy try in g  to  ge t 
ano the r budget-ba lanc ing  m easure  re fe rre d  to 
popu la r vo te . P e titione rs  a re  a c tive , t ry in g  to 
ge t 26,656 s igna tu res  by F e b ru a ry  20 to  re fe r  a 
specia l session b ill d iv o rc in g  the  s ta te  incom e 
ta x  fro m  the  fe de ra l system  to a vote  a t the  M ay  
p r im a ry  e lec tion .

If the  "d iv o rc e m e n t" .m e a s u re  w ere  re fe rre d  
and defeated, the  sam e a u to m a tic  cu t in 
genera l fund a p p ro p ria tio n s  th a t w ou ld  have 
fo llow ed a c ig a re tte  ta x  de fea t w ou ld  then take  
place. The percen tage e ffe c t w ould  be worse, 
how ever, because the  sta te  w ou ld  be fu r th e r  
a long in the  b ienn ium .

State em p loye  aw areness was app a ren t in 
w h a t one o f o u r s ta ff  m em bers ove rheard  when 
a re fe r ra l p e tit io n e r approached a lady  a t an 
E ast Salem shopping cen te r. R eplied the  lady, 
"D o  you th in k  I 'm  ou t o f m y  m ind?  I 'm  a state 
e m p lo y e !"
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