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From the....
Executive Secretary

The Real Answer
Several t im e s  ove r the  years a senator on the 

W ays and M eans C om m ittee  who was a good tr ie n d  
of sta te  em ployes said to  us: "W h y  should 
le g is la to rs  vote  pay and fr in g e  benefits  fo r  sta te  
em ployes, when e ve ry  t im e  the re  is a vote  on the 
taxes th a t fin a n ce  the  pay and benefits, the  vote 
aga ins t the  ta x  is heav ie r in a reas o f sta te  em ploye 
concen tra tion  like  M a rio n  County than in the o ther 
areas of the  s ta te ? "

A le g is la to r to ld  us th is  sam e question was asked 
d u rin g  the  t ig h t  1971 le g is la tiv e  session in the 
R epublican caucus.

The ac tion  o f O SEA 's Board o f D ire c to rs  in 
m ak ing  supp o rt o f the  c ig a re tte  ta x  increase on 
Ja n u a ry  18 a top  p r io r i ty  a c t iv ity  w ill g ive  a p a r t ia l 
answ er to  the  le g is la to rs ' questions. The rea l an ­
sw er, how ever, w il l  com e w ith  the  e lec tion  re tu rn s  
fro m  Salem and s im ila r  a rea  prec inc ts .

I f  the  c ig a re tte  ta x  fa ils , i t  w i l l  take  a w ha le  o f a 
f ig h t  to  t r y  to  save the  s a la ry  ad jus tm e n ts  
scheduled fo r  J u ly  1, 1972. The s trongest weapon 
you r lobby is ts  could have w ould  be a show ing in the 
p rec in c ts  th a t s ta te  em ployes know w h a t pays fo r  
th e ir  bene fits  and w il l  w o rk  to  p ro v id e  it.
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N o Other Way?
A good fr ie n d  and lo ng -tim e  a c tiv e  O SEA 

m em ber fro m  the  C orrec tions D iv is ion  ca lled  the 
o the r day  to  ask w here  w e go t the  idea th a t de fea t 
of the  c ig a re tte  ta x  w ou ld  m ean layo ffs  o f 35 
co rre c tio n a l o ffic e rs  and 132 p s y c h ia tr ic  a ides in 
the M en ta l H ea lth  D iv is ion .

We rem inded  h im  th a t House B ill 3064 of the 
specia l session requ ire s  th a t i f  the  ta x  m easure 
fa ils , a ll genera l fund  a p p ro p ria tio n s  w il l  
a u to m a tic a lly  be cu t tw o  per cent. Th is  w ou ld  be 
c loser to  fo u r per cent because m ost o f the 
reductions w ou ld  be m ade in  the  second yea r of the 
1971-73 b ienn ium .

An ana lys is  by the  Budget D iv is ion , who w ou ld  
have to  m ake  the  cuts, states v e ry  d e fin ite ly  th a t 
" la y o f f  o f s ta ff is the  on ly  w a y  th a t such reductions 
could be f in a n c e d ."  It w en t on tp  g ive  the  spec ific  
fig u re s  w h ich  appear on page 4 o f the  specia l 
section o f th is  paper.

G overnor M cC a ll has been so concerned by the 
exam ples g iven  to  h im  by his s ta ff  th a t he has sa id 
he w ou ld  have to  ca ll ano the r specia l session i f  the 
c ig a re tte  ta x  is defeated. Even he a dm its , how ever, 
th a t he does not have the k in d  of con tro l ove r the 
le g is la tu re  to  m ake sure  he could change th e ir  
m inds about the  d ra s tic  a u to m a tic  reductions.

We a re  not sure ou r fr ie n d  was convinced. He was 
s t il l say ing , "T h e y  ju s t co u ld n 't do it .  Somehow 
they w ou ld  f in d  ano the r w a y ."

We c a n 't say any th ing  is ce rta in . But is i t  w o rth  
ta k in g  the chance o f not ge tting  out and vo ting  
" y e s "  on J a n u a ry  18?
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