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S ta te  C ivil S e rv ic e  A ct
F O R TY -TH IR D  L E G IS L A T IV E  A S S E M B L Y  

— R E G U LA R  SESSIO N  
ENGROSSED

House Bill No. 294
(As Am ended)

Introduced b y  R epresentatives B E N N E TT 
and E. H ILL and Senators BO O TH  and 

M cK E N N A  and read first tim e 
F eb ru ary  2, 1945

A BILL
For an act to establish a m erit system  of 

personnel adm inistration fo r  the c iv il ser­
v ice  o f the state; providing penalties, and 
providing a saving clause, and appropri­
ating m oney therefor.

Be It Enacted by the P eople of the  
State of Oregon:

Section 1. This act shall be know n as the
“ State C iv il S ervice  A ct.”

Section 2. The general purpose o f th is act
is to establish fo r the state a system  of 
personnel adm inistration based on m erit 
principles and scien tific  methods, governing 
the appointm ent, prom otion, transfer, la y ­
off, rem oval and discipline of its officers 
and em ployes, and other incidents o f state 
em ploym ent. E xcep t as h erein after sp eci­
fied, all appointm ents and prom otions to 
positions in the state service shall be m ade 
on the basis o f m erit and fitness, to be as­
certained b y  com petittive exam inations.

Section 3. A s used in this act, unless the 
context c learly  requires otherw ise:

1. “ D epartm ent” m eans the departm ent of 
c iv il service.

2. “ D irector” m eans the m erit system  d i­
rector.

3. “ Com m ission” m eans the c iv il service 
commission.

4. “ State service” m eans all o ffices and 
positions in the em ploy of the state, other 
than the m ilitary  and naval services.

5. “ A ppointing au th o rity” m eans an o ffi­
cer or agen cy h avin g  p ow er to m ake ap­
pointm ents to positions in the state service.

6. “ D ivision” or “ D ivision of the serv ice” 
m eans a state departm ent or an y  division 
or branch thereof, or an y agen cy of the 
state governm ent, or branch of the state 
service, all the positions in w hich  are u n ­
der the sam e appointing authority.

7. “ C lass” or “ Class of positions” m eans 
a group of positions in the state classified  
service  su ffic ien tly  a like  in duties, auth or­
ity  and responsibilities that the sam e q uali­
fication  m ay reasonably be required for, 
and the sam e schedule o f p.av can be 
eq u itab ly  applied to, all positions in the 
group.

8. “ E ntrance test” m eans a test for posi­
tions in a p articu lar class, adm isison to 
w hich  is not lim ited to persons em ployed in 
the state service.

9. “Prom otion test” m eans a test fo r posi­
tions in a p articu lar class, adm ission to 
w hich  is lim ited to em ployes in the classi­
fied  service  w ho h ave held a position in an ­
other class for a period of not less than six  
months.

10. “ Em ploym ent list” m eans a list of 
persons w ho h ave been found qualified  b y  
an entrance test fo r appointm ent to a posi­
tion in a p articu lar class.

11. “Prom otion list” m eans a list o f p er­

sons w ho h ave been found q ualified  b y  a 
prom otion test fo r appointm ent to a posi­
tion in  a p articu lar class.

12. “ R eem ploym ent list” m eans a list of 
persons w ho h ave been regu lar em ployees 
in a p articu lar class and w ho are entitled 
to h ave their nam es certified  fo r appoint­
m ent to a position in that class.

13. “L ist” m eans an em ploym ent list, a 
prom otion list or a reem ploym ent list.

14. “ E lig ib le” m eans a person w hose nam e 
is on a list.

15. “ R egular em ploye” m eans an em ploye 
w ho has been appointed to a position in 
the classified  service  in accordance w ith  
this act a fter com pleting his tr ia l service 
period.

Section 4. There shall be in the state 
governm ent a departm ent o f c iv il service 
w hich  shall be governed b y  a c iv il service 
com m ission of three m em bers.

Section 5. The m em bers o f the com m is­
sion shall be citizens o f the state know n 
to be in sym pathy w ith  the application of 
m erit principles to public em ploym ent and 
of recognized standing and know n interest 
in public adm inistration and in the devel­
opm ent of e ffic ien t m ethods of selecting 
and adm inistering personnel. No m em ber 
o f the com m ission shall hold, or be a can­
didate for, any public office. No person 
shall be appointed as a m em ber o f the 
com m ission w ho has held an elective  public 
o ffice  or an appointive public o ffice  o f a 
political nature, or position in a political 
party, w ith in  six  m onths im m ediately p re­
ceding his appointm ent. No m em ber o f the 
com m ission shall h ave been an em ploye of 
any o fth e  divisions w ith in  one y ear prior 
to his appointm ent.

The m em bers o f the com m ission shall be 
appointed b y  the governor, and the first 
m em bers shall be appointed w ith in  10 days 
a fter the e ffe c tiv e  date o f this act. O f the 
m em bers first appointed, one shall be ap­
pointed fo r a term  ending June 30, 1948, 
one fo r a term  ending June 30, 1949, and 
one fo r a term  ending June 30, 1950. T h ere­
after, each m em ber shall be appointed for 
a term  ending three years from  the date o f 
the expiration  of the term  fo r w h ich  his 
predecessor w as appointed, excep t that a 
person appointed to f ill  a va ca n cy  occurring 
prior to the expiration  of such term  shall 
be appointed fo r the rem ainder o f the term . 
Each m em ber o f the com m ission shall hold 
o ffice  until his successor is appointed and 
qualifies.

M em b ers. o f the com m ission shall receive  
no salary  b ut shall be paid a per diem  of 
ten dollars ($10) fo r each day or portion 
th ereof that th ey  are necessarily ’ in session 
fo r the transaction of business of the com ­
m ission. T h ey  shall also be reim bursed for 
necessary tra ve l and other expenses in­
curred in the perform ance of th eir duties 
in accordance w ith  state procedures and 
practices.

A  m em ber of the com m ission shall be re ­
m ovable b y  the governor only fo r cause, 
a fter being given  a copy of charges against 
him  and an opportunity to be heard p ub ­
lic ly  on such charges before  the g o ver­
nor. A  copy of the charges and a tra n ­
script of the record of the h earing shall 
be filed  w ith  the secretary  o f state.

Section 6. 1. The com m ission shall elect 
one of its m em bers chairm an. It shall m eet


