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TO THE EDITOR:

When I was young I was 
not on the tribal roll. I asked 
my Uncle Robert why that could 
be. He told me It wasn't that my' 
relatives said I wasn't Indian. It 
was the United States 
Government that said I wasn’t 
Indian. My mom and dad told me 
as far back as I remember that 
I was Indian. So if not anywhere 
but in my heart, I was an 
Indian, and to be told I was not 
recognized as an Indian hurt a 
lot.

Then one day Senator 
Hatfield, came to Siletz. I saw 
him talking to my Uncle Robert. 

I  was with my cousin, Rollie 
Rilatos. When Uncle Rob 
introduced us, Rollie wiped his 
hand on his pants and shook his 
hand, then I did as well.

I was young then, and 
wanted that man from thè 
United States Government to 
know my name was Phil Rilatos 
Jr. and I was an Indian. In my 
heart I was and my heart pumps 
my blood every day of my life. 
So how could it be said I didn't 
have enough Indian blood? The 
only way I could not would be to 
bleed to death and die. I would 
be a dead Indian without any 
blood and buried on Government 
Hill with all my relatives.

Then the blood quantum 
was 1/8 and I was in with some 
to spare I thought. But now I am 
older and have two sons that 
could feel that "no breed" 
feeling. As our Elders saw fit to 
fight for me and the others in 
my moccasins, think of our 
young, we had them , they 
didn't have us. That means any,
I mean any, descendent -to our 
Tribe is a member, or in not so 
long there will be not one alive 
left on the roll. We could one 
day be no more and some tricky 
politician will get a hold on all 
that has been built. Let me be 
proud to see my sons names on. 
the roll, Philip Walter Rilatos 
3rd, and Joshua Lennon 
Mullins/ Rilatos. We will all be 
better off to enroll all our 
family.

Thanks,
Philip W. Rilatos Jr.

8 (edited for length)

TO THE EDITOR:
Are we a T ribe? Or 
in d iv id u a ls  u sing  t r i b a l  
s ta tu s  fo r  b e n e f i ts ?  How 
do we' become a u n ite d  
T ribe? There a re  1300 
e l i g ib l e  v o te r s ,  350 
v o ted . There a re  o th e r  
b e n e f i ts  a v a ila b le  to  the  
T ribe  and T rib a l members. 
A land base o f  200,000  
a c r e s ,  h o u s i n g ,  
employaient/  educa tion  and 
to ta l  h e a lth  care fo r  
a l l ,  sm all b u s in ess  
o p p o r tu n i  t i e s ,  more  
hun ting  and f is h in g  
r i g h t s ,  T r  i  b a 1 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  
im p o r t/e x p o r t , t r ib a l  
m em ber &
c o rp o ra tio n 's , 
c o lle g e  's ,  
f r e e  zone,

f o r s i gn 
banking, 

dam’s ,  a  trade  
e s ta b lis h in g  a

tru e  na tio n  
r e la t io n s h ip

to  na tio n  
w ith  a l l  

c o u n tr ie s . A core group 
s ta r te d  the  r e s to ra t io n -  

Many a re  s t i l l  
Some moved on o r 

on. They
an um brella  
s ta tu s ,  and

process 
a c tiv e ,  
passed  
e s ta b l is h e d
of t r i b a l  
b e n e f i t s .  I t ' s  not 
p e r f e c t ,  but the  b e n e f i ts  
exceed th e  problem s. 
Dolly F ish e r  has been 
a c tiv e  20 y e a rs , E lo ise  
Case, Wilma S trong , Dee 
P ig s le y , Bonnie P e te rso n , 
Frank Simmons, Bud and 
Cheryl Lane, Joanne 
M il le r ,  P au line  R icks, 
and o th e rs . They worked 
f o r  f r e e  o r  i f  
C ouncilpersons, fo r  $5.00 
to  $ 7 .00 /hou r. They gave 
y e a rs  to  th e  form ation of 
t h i s  t r i b e ,  I t ' s  tim e we 
recognized  t h i s .  How? I 
d o n 't  know. A p a r t- tim e  
council cannot achieve 
th e  above g o a ls , nor can 
we expect i t .  There a re  
counci 1 members who can 
and wish to  work f u l l  
t im e .’ We should suppo rt 
th a t .  We have ach ieved  
much w ith  a p a r t- t im e  
c o u n c il , they cou ld  
ach  i e v e  m o re , i f  
fu l l t im e . We need to  pay 
th ese  peo p le . They .have 
c o n tr ib u te d  to  o u r l iv e s .  
I h ear people who a re  
d is g ru n tle d , but a re  
u n w illin g  to  show up fo r  
General Council o r  to  
v o te . There a re
so lu tio n s*  I f  we want to  
be a T r ib e . C larence  
Darrow s a id  " I f  a n a tio n  
has a common i n t e r e s t ,

than d i f f e r e n t  id eas  w il l  
not d e s tro y  them, bu t i f  
they d o n 't  have a common 
in te r e s t  the  c o n f l ic t  of 
those d i f f e r e n t  id ea s  
would su re ly  d e s tro y  
them". The T rib a l 
C o n s titu tio n  does * not 
p ro h ib i t  the  T r ib a l  
Council from working f u l l  
tim e. I t ' s  our lac k  of 
support th a t  r e s t r a in s  
t h i s .  What’s  our common 
i n t e r e s t ?  S e l f -  
su ff ic ie n c y ?  Land? 
C u ltu re /T ra d itio n s?  A ll 
of th e  above? L ets 
id e n t ify  ou t common 
i n t e r e s t s ,  get invo lved , 
a s s i s t  our council p eo p le , 
i n d i v i d u a l l y  a n d  
f in a n c ia l ly ,  and support 
each o th e r  in  ach iev ing  
those i n te r e s t s .

Subm it te d  
B lackete r

by : Ray

will never know how our 
actions may influence them. 
This is especially important in 
light of the blatent disregard 
shown by such timber giants as 
Boise Cascade and Georgia 
Pacific who own thousands of 
acres in and around Lincoln 
County.

I hope the Tribal 
Council and STEDCO will take 
this letter as a challenge to 
develop a more well-rounded 
natural resources staff that 
includes at least one 
biologist/ecologist to assist 
With planning, and to develop a 
fish and wildlife program for 
tribal lands. Let's not lose 
sight of our past and the 
importance of the earth to our 
spiritual and cultural identity.

Sincerely,
Angela Sondenaa 
Tribal Member,
Wildlife Biologist

TO THE EDITOR: .
I am writing this letter 

to express my dismay and 
disappointment at an article in 
the last issue if the Siletz 
Newsletter. A full page was 
used to display pictures of the 
tribe's "Natural Resources" 
staff. Every person listed was 
a forester! Is that how the 
tribe views their role as land 
managers? How very typical 
of an extraction-oriented mind 
set—if it can't be mined, cut, 
or otherwise used for profit, 
then it's not a resource worth 
dealing with. What about the 
multitude of plant and animal 
species inhabiting tribal lands 
that our ancestors relied on for 
their subsistence? Are those 
species no longer valued by our 
Tribe? Has commercialization 
and greed reduced our view of 
the na tu ra l w orld  to 
merchantable tree species? 
Frankly, I expected more from 
my people.

We, ¡of all people, 
should consider all species 
when dealing with land 
management decisions. I don't 
see how that is even remotely 
possible with a staff composed 
entirely of foresters. Where 
are the biologists who can 
provide insight and assistance 
in planning timber sales? We 
currently have programs 
designed to exploit fish and 
wildlife resources but I see no 
effort to manage for sustained 
populations of-those resources. 
Tribal lands may contain 
critical habitat components for 
some species but without a 
biologist to determine, that, we

THANK YOU:
To whoever left 150

empty cans of snoose for my 
jingle dress at my door, thank 
you very much!

Megan Blacketer

To: Ty Gem Arthur Louis Butler 
Happy 3rd Birthday, 

from all the Butler family, and
that says alot!

Love Mom and Dad! ’

Letters to the Editor :

All letters received 
will be printed. Please type or 
write legible, no profane 
language will be printed. 
LETTERS THAT EXCEED 350
WORDS IN LENGTH WILL BE
EDITED as approved bv Tribal
Council Resolution #91 -04. All
letters must include vour
name, address and signature.
Send letters to : Siletz News, 
P.O. Box 549, Siletz, Oregon 
97380.

PLEASE NQTE: The 
Chief Executive Officer of 
the Siletz Tribe is the 
Chief Editor of the Siletz 
N ew sle tte r.
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