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Letters To The Editor
Council
Chairman’s
Report

Delores Pigsley

To the Editor,
D ear Gilbert,

We would like to Thank
You for your words and song 
a t  P a tty  and  T iffa n y ’s 
burial. It was an honor to 
them as well as an honor to 
us.

Sincerely, 
The Lane Family

At the November 2, General Council meeting, some in­
dividuals raised the issue once again for a per capita pay­
ment. Individuals accused the Council of wasting tim ber 
resources because Council is using tribal money to secure 
additional land and to create sound economic base for the 
Tribe. If the petition that was introduced would be passed, 
it would bankrupt the Tribe and destroy our future just to 
receive a few dollars.

The Tribe recently completed a socio-economic survey 
which dem onstrated hów critical it is for us to be suc­
cessful in our economic development efforts. The Tribe’s 
unemployment ra te  is over 30 percent. Over 40 percent of 
our households a re  below the government poverty level. 
Two-thirds of our m embership are  under 40. Many of our 
people aré  young, poor, and without jobs.

WKh these shocking employment and economic 
statistics, I ask whether anyone can justify bankrupting 
the Tribe and destroying its efforts to create economic op­
portunity. I ask whether anyone believes that liquidating 
the Tribe’s assets and receiving a  few hundred dollars will 
have any lasting im pact on the serious financial dif­
ficulties suffered by many of our people.

I do not believe that a m ajority of our tribal members 
agree with those few who would let personal greed stop 
the future development of the Tribe. For example, 60 per­
cent of those interviewed who live outside the Siletz area 
indicated they would move hack to Siletz if jobs were 
available. Seventy-six percent of those surveyed said they 
probably would take job training offered by the Tribe to 
help them prepare for suitable employment. Based on 
these, figures, I am  confident that the majority of tribal 
members do not want a per capita payment. They would 
rather have the Tribe pursue its effort to create jobs and 
economic opportunity. I will continue to work to achieve 
Restoration goals and will continue to try and make our 
Tribe oné of the best in the nation.

SILETZ
NEWS

Don Hudson, EDITOR

To the Editor,
D ear Gilbert,

I would also like to express
my thanks by writing a poem 
for you. It is an expression of 
how I felt a t the cemetery. 
Your words flowed,

lik e  a slow , sm o o th  
stream .

They lighted m y h ea rt’s 
load, r

and opened my m ind’s bad 
dream.

I saw Autumn leaves sing in 
the breeze,

And I felt the swaying of 
mournful trees.

Life’s circle will keep living 
on,

We were the night, waiting 
for dawn.

Mitzi Shoemake

To the Editor,
We would like to thank

everyone who was so caring 
and giving after P atty  and 
Tiffany’s tragic death. It 
really was a lift to a heavy 
heart, and a glim mer of life 
to our spirit to have you all 
with us. Time is a precious 
thing to give.

Sincerely, 
The Lane Family

To the Editor,
Smoke screens to divert

from  o th e r  in fra c tio n s?  
Upkept records of dona­
tions? A Goldfinger Lawyer? 
A passing vote for per capita 
paym ent by tribal m embers 
was shot down by thè Coun­
cil . .  . Why Vote? F irst the 
Government, then we do it to 
our self?

J. Caba 
Gresham, Ore

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 549 
Siletz, Oregon 97380 

Telephone: (503) 444-2532

Deadline for January Newsletter 
is December 15,1985

Send all articles and photos (black & white 
only) to P.O. Box 549, Siletz, OR. 97380.

"Opinions
Questions,

Concerns"
All letters received will be printed. Please type 

or write legible, no profane language will be 
printed. All letters must include your name and 
address. Send letters to: "Siletz News", P.O. Box 
549, Siletz, OR. 97380. Questions? Call 444-2536.

To the Editor,
My n a m e  is S e len e

(Rilatos) Brandt, a tribal 
member, and I am  running 
for Tribal Council:

Being culturally inclined 
and was taught by many 
respectful m embers of my 
family and others who have 
taught me their culture 
ways, I would like to see 
traditions and culture con­
tinue through future genera­
tions. Being Indian makes 
m e proud. There are  many 
issues that I have strong 
feelings about and would 
back up everything that I 
have said. I feel that we as 
the people, tribal members, 
have a right to our own opi­
nion and I feel everyone m at­
ters, because we are  one. If 
there is a need, problem or 
concern I want you to feel 
free to call or come and see 
me.

To represent our Tribe and 
you, Tribal Council is a very 
distinguished position and 
should be represented in that 
m anner always. Sitting on 
Council you would have to 
leave your family and per­
sonal feelings a t home, 
because when you m ake a 
vote it needs to be an objec­
tive and professional vote, 
for the benefit of the future 
of our entire Tribe.

I will be present at each 
c a n d id a te s ’ fa ir , p lease  
cheek the dates for when 
they will take place or call 
Tina Jones a t Central Office,. 
444-2532.

I strongly urge you to vote 
and really think it through 
and ask each candidate their 
feelings on issues of concern 
to you.

One issue that is of great 
concern to me is the petition 
th a t  w as p re s e n te d  to 
G e n e ra l C ounc il on 
November 2, 1985. It was 
regarding the possibility of 
the T ribe receiv ing  per 
ca p ita  paym en t and li­
q u id a te  a ll the T r ib e s ’ 
assets. Why? I ask why 
would we want to destroy 
and take away all th a t’s been 
accomplished. I hope that 
your kids and mine, and 
their kids and the future 
generations to come are  
benefiting from our Tribe’s 
successes.

I want to help all Tribal 
Members, and in December 
I will be going into Portland 
and check out all the ser­
vices t h a t ! a re  available 
there for our people. I know 
that this is one area but i t’s a 
start. I will then have an 
orientation type of training 
for the Tribal Members in 
that area. I want to help all 
the members of this Tribe, 
and some day, le t’s work and 
help this Tribe to become 
self sufficient so we can help 
each and everyone.

So think on this issue and 
the many others that con­
cerns our Tribe and if I am 
elected, trust that I will do 
my best to serve you in the 
most honorable manner.

Sincerely, 
M arita Selene Brandt

(Rilatos) 
Home phone num ber:

(503)444-1049

To the Editor,
This is in response to 

s e v e r a l  l e t t e r s  in th e  
N ovem ber tr ib a l paper. 
Taken as a whole, the letters 
are sad commentary on their 
author’s ability to engage in 
informed debate and discus­
sion of ligitimate issues. Ap­
parently, lacking facts, they 
offer unsubstantiated opi­
nion, half-truths, innvendo, 
and rum or as a basis for 
altering the Council and the 
chairperson in particular. It 
is unfortunate that their 
“concern” does not extend to 
using com m on courtesy , 
avoiding “ low road” politics, 
and using the general coun­
cil meetings as a forum for 
open, face to face discussion 
and debate of real issues. It 
is ridiculous to express con­
cern for tribal “im age” and 
the membership and then a t­
tempt to support that con­
cern with vague, unfounded 
charges, .rumor mongering, 
and a truck load of sour 
grapes.

For example, the Coun­
cilm an’s letter claims sup­
port for Vernon Brown’s 
position but the councilman 
did not make a  single motion 
to move the discussion into 
executive session or even 
table the motion to provide 
more time. His accusations 
concern ing  Dee P ig sley  
simply have no basis in fact. 
He would have us believe 
that the council is controlled 
by a s in g le  v o te , the  
chairperson, and that “we 
have lost quite a bit.” His 
vague reference to contracts 
and grants is not supported 
by fact. Tribal growth has 
continued under the present 
council and its chairperson. 
Their unity of purpose is 
easily seen in the number of 
u n a n im o u s  v o te s . M r. 
Brown’s mute council per­
form ance and attendance 
record conflict with his writ­
ten views. Another author 
presumes to speak for the 
V ice-chairm an and hints 
that the chairperson’s per­
formance is unsatisfactory 
because she lives in Salem. 
Another opinion not sup­
ported by fact. The vice- 
chairm an has not lodged a 
single complaint about “ the 
chair” and Dee Pigsley’s 
excellent attendance record 
and availability for tribal 
functions a re  m atters of
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re c o rd .  T he “ G o a t ,”  
“ R edneck ,” “ H angover,” 
and “Barstool” slurs are in­
excusable. Finally, there is 
th e  “ c o n c e rn e d  ' t r i b a l  
m em ber” whose concern is 
such that .we are  offered 
statem ents such as “ the 
whole situation has brought 
to light rum ors” and “ there 
have also been ru m o rs ”  in a t­
tempt to discredit the coun-, 
cil for facing a very difficult, 
even painful m atter. The 
council operated within its 
a u th o r i ty  a n d , f ra n k ly , 
demonstrated courage in ad­
dressing  a controversial 
issue openly and decisively. 
Using the rum or mill to fan 
emotions, cloud issues,; and 
discredit the council’s work 
is a disservice to tribal 
governm ent and has no 
place in any political pro­
cess.

The determ ination and 
achievement of tribal goals 
will be a product of tribal 
unity. That unity of purpose 
will come through the ac­
tions of informed, interested 
tribal m em bers. The' in­
dividual decisions which pro­
duce majority rule m ust be a 
re su lt of open, e a rn e s t 
discussion and debate of 
issues and careful exam ina­
tion of facts found in council 
m inutes, a ttendance and 
voting records, and the in­
dividual candidate’s attitude 
and commitment. In this 
process honest differences of 
opinion are inevitable and 
a r e  in  fa c t  h e a lth y .  
However, when difference of 
op in ion  d e g e n e ra te s  to  
“Poison P en” and “Cheap 
Shot” tactics, it inhibits 
t r ib a l  g o v e rn m e n t and  
discourages individual par­
ticipation.

It is really very sad that 
the inability to accept m a­
jority decisions and to keep 
political discussions on im­
personal, courteous level are 
allow ed to s ta in  tr ib a l 
government, divide families, 
destroy life-long friendships, 
and  e s ta b lish  se n se le ss  
feuds.

J . Lane Jr.
To the Editor,

Angela is 12 years old, a t­
tends Wood Middle School at 
Wilsonville, Oregon. She is 
the daughter of Shirley & 
Russ Walker of Wilsonville 
and granddaughter of Archie 
& Vick Ben of Siletz, and 

i( Ralph & Phyllis Walker of
Pistol River, Oregon.

Thank you,
Shirley Walker

STUOENT NAME*

WALKER ANGELA
20 52 5  SW CANYON CR R 
R IL8Û N VILLE OR 97070
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