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W h ile  y o u r  m a i l  t h i a  week b r i n g s  you  th e  C o lu m b ia  C o un ty  A s s e s s o r ’ s  a n n u a l  
s t a t e m e n t  o f  A s s e s s e d  V a lu e s  f o r  th e  1 9 7 7 -7 8  Tax Y e a r , H enry  T . "H ank" H udson , 
A s s e s s o r ,  an d  s t a f f  a r e  b u sy  r e v ie w in g  and m ak ing  l a s t  m in u te  a d ju s t m e n t s  to  
to  a p p r o x im a te ly  1 6 ,0 0 0  r e a l  p r o p e r t y  a c c o u n t s ,  t r y i n g  to  m a i n ta i n  th e  a s s e s s ­
m e n ts  a t  100Z o f  m a rk e t v a l u e ,  a s  th e  law r e q u i r e s .

The t o t a l  im p a c t  o f  a d d i t i o n s  to  th e  r o l l  o f  new c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  a n d  M o b ile  Hom es; 
g r e a t l y  i n c r e a s e d  F o r e s t l a n d  v a l u a t i o n s ,  s u b s t a n t i a l  t im b e r  v a l u e s  and  " t r e n d "  
o r  b l a n k e t  i n c r e a s e  a d j u s t m e n t s ,  p l u s  p h y s i c a l  r e a p p r a i s a l  o f  V e rn o n ia  S c h o o l 
D i s t r i c t  47 J t .  , w i l l  add  a b o u t  217, t o  th e  C o u n ty ’ s t o t a l  a s s e s s e d  v a lu e s  f o r  
t h i s  y e a r .  H o w ev er, t h i s  f i g u r e  w i l l  be m o d if ie d  to  some e x t e n t  by th e  A p p e a ls  
P r o c e s s  b e f o r e  th e  B oard  o f  E q u a l i z a t i o n ,  and  by an e x p e c te d  s u r g e  in  F o r e s t  
and  Farm D e f e r r a l  a p p l i c a t i o n s  w h ic h  m ust be made w i t h in  20 d a y s  o f  m a i l i n g  o f  
t h e  V a lu e  N o t i c e s .

P r e t t y  g e n e r a l l y  e x c e p t  f o r  la n d  and  t im b e r  i n c r e a s e s ,  w h ic h  r e p r e s e n t  n e a r l y  
2 / 3 r d s  o f  th e  i n c r e a s e d  v a l u e s ,  and e x c e p t  f o r  M a in te n a n c e  3 ( t h e  N ehalem  V a l l e y ) ,  
i n c r e a s e s  w i l l  r a n g e  from  no c h a n g e  t o  F 2 5 Z o v e r  p r i o r  v a lu e s  f o r  v a r i o u s  p r o p ­
e r t y  c l a s s e s .  M a in te n a n c e  3 w i l l  show  an a v e r a g e  30Z i n c r e a s e  in  th e  C i ty  o f  
V e r n o n ia ,-  th e  la n d  i n c r e a s e d  39Z t h e r e  w h i le  s t r u c t u r e s  show an  a v e r a g e  7Z i n ­
c r e a s e  o v e r  th e  p r i o r  y e a r .  V e rn o n ia  R u ra l a r e a s  show a  w h o p p in g  142Z I n c r e a s e  
in  l a n d ,  m a in ly  due  to  th e  h ig h  p e r c e n ta g e  o f  F o r e s t  L an d s in  th e  D i s t r i c t  t h a t  
a r e  up a s  much a s  150Z o v e r  a y e a r  e a r l i e r .

H udson s t a t e s  t h a t  th e  f u l l  e f f e c t  o f  th e  150Z a v e ra g e  i n c r e a s e  on F o r e s t  Land 
in  C o lu m b ia  C o un ty  i s  d i f f i c u l t  to  m e a s u re ,  b e c a u s e  many o w n e rs  w i l l  s e e k  th e  
D e f e r r a l  P ro g ra m s  t h a t  a r e  o f f e r e d  F o r e s t  and Farm o w n e r s ,  in  an  e f f o r t  to  r e ­
d u c e  th e  i n d i v i d u a l  Tax l o a d .  Many w i l l  a t t e m p t  an A p p ea l t o  th e  E q u a l i z a t i o n  
B o a rd , an d  m any , in  d i s c o u r a g e m e n t ,  may be te m p te d  to  p u t  t h o s e  la n d s  on th e  
m a r k e t ,  o r  to  s t r i p  m e r c h a n t i b le  and  p r e m e r c h a n t ib l e  f o r e s t s  fro m  them  to  r e ­
d u c e  v a l u e s .  He e a r n e s t l y  a d v i s e s  F o r e s t  Land o w n ers  t o  n o t  r e s o r t  in  h a s t e  to  
th e  l a t t e r  two a p p r o a c h e s .  The L e g i s l a t u r e  and  th e  G o v e rn o r  a r e  g r e a t l y  c o n ­
c e r n e d  a t  th e  e c o n o m ic  im p l ic a t i o n s  o f  e v e r - r i s i n g  t a x e s  on a 30 to  SO y e a r  h a r ­
v e s t  w a i t ,  an d  p e r h a p s  w i l l  t a k e  sem e l e g i s l a t i v e  a c t i o n  to  m o d ify  t h a t  b u rd e n  
some how. F o r e s t  L and v a lu e s  f o r  T ax  p u r p o s e s  w i l l  a v e r a g e  $250  to  $350  p e r  
a c r e ,  co m p a red  to  p r i o r  v a lu e s  o f  $110  to  $150 In  C o lu m b ia  C o u n ty . "M a rk e t 
v a lu e s  a r e  m ore c o n s i s t e n t l y  on th e  u p p e r  s i d e  o f $500 t o  $ 1 ,0 0 0  p e r  a c r e ,  from  
a l l  we c a n  d e t e r m i n e ,  from  r e c e n t  s a l e s " ,  h e  s a i d .  "H o w ev e r, t h e s e  s a l e s  u s u a l l y  
c o n t a i n  some young  t im b e r  g ro w th  w h ic h  i s  Tax e x e m p t. T h is  r e s u l t s  in  th e  lo w -
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e r  f i g u r e s  f o r  F o r e s t  Land A s s e s s m e n t p u r p o s e s .

\  emonia \cw*» Heeklv 5 
lhurs<U%, \p r il2 1 . 1977

Cham ber 
plans fo r  
Christm as

The V e rn o n ia  Cham  
b e r o f C o m m e rc e  is

The V e rn o n ia  C ham  
b e r o f C o m m e rc e  is 
a lre a d y  p la n n in g  fo r  
th e  C h r is tm a s  h o lid a y  
season  A ru m m a g e  
s a le  is p la n n e d  fo r  F r i­
d a y  a n d  S a tu rd a y ,  M a y  
20 21 to  ra is e  fu n d s  fo r 
a d d i t io n a l  s t re e t  de  
c o ra t io n s  Though  th e  
C h r is tm a s  l ig h ts  across 
B r id g e  S tre e t  a re  w o rn  
o u t th e y  w i l l  n o t be  re  
p la c e d  in  th e  e f fo r t  to  
save  e le c t r ic a l e n e rg y

M a r i ly n  V a n  W in k le  
is c h a irm a n  fo r  th e  
e v e n t ,  a s s is te d  by  O rv  
O ls o n  S m a ll ite m s  fo r  
th e  sa le  m ay  be le f t  a t 
Joe 's  TV S hop

The ru m m a g e  s a le  is 
to  be  h e ld  a t th e  IOOF 
h a l l ,  h o u rs  to  be  an 
n o u n c e d  la te r

The A sse sso r  a s k s  e a c h  T a x p a y e r  to  e x a m in e  h i s  V a lu a t io n  N o t ic e  in  th e  l i g h t  
o f  th e  t o t a l  f i g u r e ,  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  th e  v a r i o u s  c o m p o n e n ts  t h a t  make i t  u p , 
and  co m p are  t h a t  t o t a l  w i th  h i s  b e s t  i n f o r m a t io n  a s  to  th e  f a i r  m a rk e t  v a lu e  
o f  h i s  p r o p e r t y ,  o r  s i m i l a r  p r o p e r t i e s  t h a t  h a v e  s o l d .  H is  o f f i c e  c a n  be con 
t a c t e d  p r i o r  t o  May 1 , 1977 to  a n s w e r  T a x p a y e r  q u e s t i o n s  c o n c e r n in g  t h e i r  
v a l u e s .  A p p e a ls  c a n  be made t o  th e  B oard  o f  E q u a l i z a t i o n  on fo rm s h i s  o f f i c e  
c a n  p r o v i d e .  T h is  m ust be done p r i o r  t o  May 1 6 , 1 9 7 7 .

Some th o u g h ts  H udson w ou ld  l i k e  to  l e a v e  w i th  C o u n t ia n s  a r e  r e m in d e r s  t h a t  
v a l u a t i o n  i n c r e a s e s  do n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  mean T ax  i n c r e a s e s .  He a s k s  e a c h  T ax­
p a y e r  to  e x a m in e  th e  B udget r e p o r t s  t h a t  v a r i o u s  T a x in g  D i s t r i c t s  p u t  f o r t h ,  
v e r y c a r e f u l l y ,  and  th e n  t a k e  th e  t im e  t o  v o te  c o n s c i e n t i o u s l y ,  an d  n o t  in  
f r u s t r a t e d  r e a c t i o n  to  th e  A s s e s s o r 's  V a lu e  N o t i c e s .  M ost T ax  e n t i t i e s  in  
o u r  C o u n ty  a p p e a r  to  d e s e r v e  V o te r  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e i r  b u d g e t  p r o p o s a l s .

Brewer’s
PHOLSTERING

876 B ridge  
S en io r c lt lz e m

\  -fr«oplckup & d e liv e ry

4 ^ -  v  t  l

4 2 9 - 2 8 4 2  (a fte r  6  p .m .)
(co n tin u e d  to  pg. 6)

u n te e re d  to  c lean  up

,lf r - J - O J . T __________ J
/ Cedar Side Tavern >iv

V E R N O N IA
PAPERBACK
EXCHANGE

buy - soil - e xc h an g e  
w id e  se lec tio n  

Located  in th e  C h a le t  
F lo w e r Shop on B ridge  

10 a .m . - 5 p .m . 
M o n d a y  - S a tu rd a y

LIVE MUSIC 
i Sure Fire Blue G r a u

< 9 p .m . S a tu rd a y
> (SI cover ch a rg e  * s ta r ts  a t  8 p .m .)

B ridge S tre e t  V e rn o n ia
\  O p e n  seven  days a  w e e k  u n til  2:30 a .m .


