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Chimney fire caught
A chimney fire, the apparent result 

of faulty remodeling, erupted 
Tuesday night in a wood stove at the 
home of Jim and Lori Walters at 1008 
Weed Ave. Although there was little 
if any damage to the Walter’s home, 
firefighters said the fire could have 
been much worse. “They were very 
lucky,” said one.

Lori, who was home with their two 
year old son, Joey, at the time said, 
“First, the chimney pipe broke and 
then smoke started coming out and 
the smoke alarm went off. I ran to my 
neighbor’s, Myrtle Liens’ house, and 
called in the alarm from there.”

According to fire investigators 
when the wood stove was installed 
the remodeler apparently neglected to 
properly seal off the chimney that 
was already there. When firefighters 
got into the attic and got a good look 
at the situation they noticed that 
embers were already building up in 
the space between the chimney pipe 
and the wood surrounding it. These 
embers would have eventually burst 
into flames causing, as one firefighter 
put it, “All kinds of trouble.” Proper 
installation would have also included 
a sheet metal plate between the 
chimney and the wood surfaces to 
protect against just such a build-up of 
heat.

Jim Walters won’t find out about 
the fire until he gets home from work 
Wednesday morning. Lori decided 
not to call him at his job at the Blitz- 
Wienhard brewery in Portland 
because, as she put it, “It would only 
make him worry unnecessarily. ’ ’

“It’s ironic, Lori added, “but we 
just got our fire insurance two weeks 
ago.”
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Vernonian named to State Board of Education
A former Vernonia grade school 

teacher, Wallace W. McRae, has been 
reappointed and a Portland resident 
appointed to the state Board of 
Education by Governor Vic Atiyeh.

Wallace W. McCrae, now living in 
Pendleton, and Thelma R. Elliott, 
Portland, will serve four-year terms 
on the seven member board. Both are 
subject to Oregon Senate, 
confirmation.

McCrae’s new term and Mrs. 
Elliott’s term will both begin 
officially July 1 and end June 30r 
1985. The respective current terms of 
McCrae and Sedley N. Stuart, 
Gresham, both end June 30.
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Board duties include establishing 
standards for Oregon public schools. 
It also adopts guidelines for 
community college operation and 
negotiates agreements on the state’s 
behalf for receipt of federal education 
funds.

McCrae, a board member since 
1977, is former president (1962-74) of 
Blue Mountain Community College, 
Pendleton. He has served as public 
school superintendent in both 
Pendleton (1949-62) and St. Helens 
(1944-49). In Vernonia he began as an 
elementary school teacher (1929-31)
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and then became a teacher and coach 
(1933-36) and later superintendent

(1936-44), both at Vernonia Union 
High School. From 1975-80 he was 
director of the Oregon Educational 
Seminar, Washington, D.C. He is a 
2nd Congressional District 
representative on the board.

A Lebanon High School (1927) and 
Oregon College of Education (1929) 
graduate, he has also studied at 
Willamette University (1931-32). He 
holds bachelor of science(1933) and 
master of education (1951) degrees 
from the University of Oregon.

Community Church, Morgan Rd-

CROWN ZELLERBACH NURSERY
Reforestation & Christmas tree seedlings 

Container grown. 1 year old.
Western Hemlock $150 per 1000 

Seed zone 051
, Noble Fir $180 per 1000

Seed zone 042 & 542
Douglas Fir $140 per 1000 

Seed zone 041,042,052, 221, 251,452 & 
261 

For ordering information contact Arnold Suhrbier 
Nursery Manager 
(503)882-2147 

23749 NE Airport Rd.
Aurora, OR 97002
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SAMPLE BALLOT
VERNONIA RURAL FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT 

For.___________ __  ___ Precinct
COLUMBIA COUNTY, OREGON

At the Regular Election to be held Tuesday, March 31,1981

1 ROGER’S
] REPAIR
I "We take care of your | 
I every automotive need." j 
j FREE ESTIMATES j 
i 116 Timber Rt. j

Every qualified voter within the Vernonia Rural Fire Protection District may vote on the following candidates.

MARK A CROSS (X) OR A CHECK (V) INSIDE THE VOTING SQUARE BETWEEN THE NUMBER AND 
NAME OF EACH CANDIDATE VOTED FOR. THESE MARKS SHALL BE MADE WITH A PEN OR AN IN­
DELIBLE PENCIL If you wrongfully mark, tear or deface the ballot, return it and obtain another from the election 
officers.

For Director, Position One Four Year Term Vote for One

140 WALLY N. NOAKES

I Vernonia, Ore. 97064
\ Quality Lodging at reasonable prices*

I (503)429-4620

For Director, Position Five Four Year Term Vote for One

141 FRANK M. REED

Voting will take place between 8:00 a.m; & 8:00 p.m., Tuesday, March 31, 1981, at the 
following Precincts & Polling Places:

Vernonia 4 I City Hall Vernonia 5 School Disti 47J Admu Office

symbol indicates polling place is accessible to the handicapped.
Published pursuant to O.R.S. 255.095 by Reta C„ Kerry, Columbia County Clerk &
Elections Officer for Columbia County. Continued On page 10


