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From the inception of the Navy Department a century and a half ago
American warships have wvastly changed from wooden frigates and
privateers to steel-hulled battleships, cruisers, and carriers, but the
will to fight in defense of America has undergone no transition. The
veteran USS Constitution, shown in upper photo in battle with the
British ship GUERRIERE in 1812, rests in retirement in Boston, con-
tent to repose the security of her country today in such craft as the
USS Alaska (lower), American version of the German pocket battle<
ship. Construction began on the Alaska 10 days after the Pearl Harbor
attack, yet she had ample time to participate in many strikes against
the Japanese in World War IL (Official Navy FPhotograph)
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