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REPORT ON THE 
RUSSIANS •  •  •

IV. L 
White

IN STALLM ENT S IXTEEN

The Uzbeks, rac ia lly , are a m ix ­
ture. They resemble the near-by 
Afghans, and others m ight have 
Persian or Arab blood. Occasion­
ally we see a Mongolian face which 
has strayed down from  Kazakstan.

Tashkent is an enormous sp raw l­
ing c ity  of cracked and peeling stuc­
co w ith wide, hot. dusty streets. We 
a rrive  in the clean, com fortable of­
fice of the d irector of the Stalin Tex­
tile  Trust and what w ith  the heat 
are fran tica lly  th irs ty . They s ta rt 
to open champagne but we plead for 
water. So they bring  out bottles of 
that warm ish, p ink soda pop. M er­
c ifu lly , there are on the table ha lf 
a dozen fresh peaches. In ha lf a 
m inute the plate is empty and in 
another half m inute it  contains six 
peach stones. Nothing ever tasted 
so delicious and we realize how 
starved we have been fo r fresh 
fru its  and vegetables.

Since we crossed the U ra l moun­
tains we have seen litt le  Am erican 
machinery—indeed, few foreign ma­
chines of any kind.

There are 14.000 workers in this 
textile  plant and 80 per cent are 
women. The raw m ateria l is cot-

The dacha where we stay is com 
fortab le  and spacious. This ru ra l 
mansion is a rest home and sum ­
m er vacation place for members of 
the Uzbekistan cabinet.

Instead of J im  Crowing the weak­
er peoples, the Russians lean over 
backward to give them titles  and o f­
fices which are rather beyond the ir 
capacities. At first, I jum ped to the 
conclusion that the native office­
holders were stooges, dressed up 
and provided w ith fancy offices but 
w ith  lit t le  real power. But we learn 
that the prem ier of this republic is 
an Uzbek and a sm art one—an old- 
tim e Bolshevik w ith a steel-trap 
mind, h ighly respected in the party  
councils. We are assured he is no 
stooge. He is apparently as power­
fu l here in his own r ig h t as was 
Manuel Quezon in the Philippines.

Since I  am so keen on ancient 
cities they offer a b rie f tour in the 
O rien ta l quarter of Tashkent. The 
old c ity  is a labyrin th  of w inding 
alleys like  those in the Arab Me­
dinas in North A frica , the old quar­
te r of Jerusalem, the Cairo bazaar, 
or the cities of Afghanistan across 
the border. But just outside th is 
old c ity  are two beautiful new white 
buildings, both ornamented w ith  Uz­
bek designs—the post office and a 
huge cinema.

A t firs t there seems nothing to see 
in the ancient c ity  but adobe walls 
enclosing cobblestone streets—w ith  
here and there a carved doorway. 
There are no windows in the walls.

A shabby old man offers to show 
us his house. W ith an ancient, s ix- 
inch iron key he unlocks a door un­
der a pointed wooden arch, and we 
step out of the drab alley into a gem 
of a garden w ith  a fountain in the 
center. A t one end of this patio is 
his home—two clean, whitewashed 1 
rooms, some low furn iture . On the | 
floor is a mellow Oriental rug which 
he says was his grandfather's, and 
a polished brass samovar.

The old man te lls me, as Nona in­
terprets, that in w ritin g  any of th is ! 
in Am erica, I should understand 
that he is an old man, who well 
remembers the days when the emirs 
ruled th is land. And tha t in  those 
days he was not a man. But now 
he feels like  a man, and is treated I 
like a man, and for th is he has to 
thank the Revolution and Comrade 
Stalin.

A ll Soviet streets are clean—even 
the crooked alleys of th is Oriental 
town which elsewhere in the east 
would reek of garbage. But I  must 
fo r the record te ll Hal Denny's story 
of the eager professor.

Hal was New York Times corre­
spondent in Moscow. One of his 
afflictions had been the numbers of 
eager tourists who came every sum­
m er to study the m arvels of the So­
viet system and become authorities 
on this Land of the Future.

A professor of m un ic ipa l govern­
ment in a m id-western college ar­
rived to spend a month studying his 
specialty. A fter two weeks in the 
lib ra ry  he showed up at H a l’s room, 
breaking in on a party of homesick 
correspondents, and began to ta lk 
about the marvels of the Soviet 
town-planning system.

A ll, a ll was marvelous, the eager 
professor insisted; the ir methods of 
police protection, taxation, u tilities, 
elections, and adm in istra tion! Yet 
on the rather im portant topic of 
sewage disposal there seemed to be 
no lite ra ture .

Could Hal te ll him  what they did 
I w ith  the ir garbage?

The answer, instantly given by a 
' room ful of correspondents, rose in 

spontaneous chorus: “ They eat i t ! ’ ’
Forty-year-old d irector, Afanasy 

, Yarunin te lls us this Tashkent plant 
; builds Douglas airplanes. I t  a rrived 

here from  Moscow in November of 
1941 w ith  7,000 workers, and th irty - 
five days la ter was in  production. 
Now they have 14,000 workers build­
ing a Russian m odification of the 
DC-3 and turn out six planes daily.

The Red A rm y has modified the 
Douglas so that i t  can be used as a 
combination transport, paratroop 
ship, hospital plane and night bomb­
er.

Because it  sometimes goes into 
battle , a huge transparent gun blis­
te r bulges from  the top of its fuse­
lage, creating a w ind-drag cutting 
off at least 50 m iles per hour. They 
use wood in the floor-braces, p a rti­
tions and doors. The d irector insists 
i t  is as good or better than alum i­
num and easier to work.

Perhaps in Russia, where both 
a lum inum  and tools to work i t  are 
scarce. But a lum inum  is stronger 
and wood, under machine-gun fire, 
dissolves to flam ing  slivers.

A typ ical Russian school building
In its  republics.

ton, grown under irr iga tion  in this 
valley. They also weave silk, which 
they im port.

The workers’ hours run from  eight 
to ten daily according to the ir age, ' 
and they average more than 1,000 
roubles per month, although some 
crack ones make as high as 4,500. 
In  addition each w orker averages 
between five and six meters of cloth 
per month as a prem ium .

The mayor of Tashkent is a dark 
lit t le  Uzbek, a fr iend ly  but ra ther 
tim id  Oriental. H is name is Sadik 
Khusaynov. Before the war, he te lls 
us, Tashkent had 700,000 people and 
more than 50 per cent were Uzbeks. 
A t the peak of the evacuations, 
there were 900,000 but now i t  is 
back down to about 850,000.

Many machine-building industries 
were evacuated here w ith  the ir 
w orkers—mostly the ligh t and m e­
dium  but a few heavy machine in­
dustries as well. They also make 
a irc ra ft here.

A big, handsome, fu ll-faced Rus­
sian w ith  very blue eyes sits down 
by the mayor. He te lls  us they have 
here a plant m aking Douglas planes. 
Also a ligh t machine tool plant con­
verted to tu rn  out arm s and amm u­
n ition  fo r the Red A rm y ; shoe fac­
tories, garment industries, plus a 
p lan t fo r making emery stones 
needed by heavy industries.

The handsome young Russian is 
Rodion Glukhov, vice-prem ier of 
the Uzbekistan Republic. Now and 
then he in terrupts— always picking 
up fo r the m ayor i f  he falters.

Evacuees came w ith  the ir plants, 
and w ill stay perm anently. Thè 
p lants came from  Moscow, the 
U kra ine  and the N orth  Caucasus. 
And from  Leningrad they have 
m any skilled workers and engineers. 
He te lls  us Leningrad is anxious to 
have these engineers back. But Uz­
bekistan is anxious to keep such 
valuable men. I t  w ill be fo r Mos­
cow to decide. •

He te lls  us that Uzbekistan before 
the w ar had 6,200,000 people, so the 
addition of 2,000,000 refugees was a 
big task. But when we ask h im  
how he managed it ,  he po lite ly  re­
fe rs  us to the m ayor.

A huge m unitions p lant evacuated 
from  Rostov-on-Don had le ft its 
foundry behind, w hich had taken 
two years to build. Here in Tash­
kent they finished one in tw enty- 
e ight days. A great avia tion p lant 
was moved from  Moscow; w ith in  a 
m onth i t  was up to 80 per cent of 
its  fo rm e r production.

Russia pays no royalties to Doug­
las, having paid a flat sum in 1939 
which the director believes was 
$2,500,000, Before that, his chief en­
gineer, Boris Lisunov, worked in the 
Douglas Long Beach plant for two 
years, so they needed no Am erican 
help when they set up production 
in Moscow. Only about 5 per cent of 
the m achinery is American; the rest 
was made in the Soviet Union.

We are taken out into the desert 
to v is it the Stalin-Chirchik Electro- 
Chemical Trust, which, when un­
scram bled, turns nut to be a Soviet 
Muscle Shoals. They have dammed 
the C hirch ik rive r, providing the 100,- 
000 k ilow atts  of e lectric power neces­
sary to run a huge nitrogen fixation 
p lant, which makes 80 tons of am ­
monia every twenty-four hours Be­
fore  the w ar i t  turned out 600,000 
tons o f fe rtilize r per year.

W ithout a m inute's rest (because 
eating is the most gruelling part 
o f our w ork) we are packed into 
cars and a fte r a half hour's d rive  
unload at a " f ru it  fac to ry ," an i r r i ­
gated valley.

They walk us down an incred ib ly 
long a rbor where grapes hang so 
low they knock our hats off. At its 
end we a rr ive  at a pavilion where 
(Oh, Heaven! Be m ercifu l before 
these well-meaning people k ill us !) 
a long table is set for another ban­
quet.

They te ll us they are experim ent­
ing w ith  cotton. This sovhoz (stale 
fa rm ) raises seed te r all the kolhoz 
(co llective  farm s) in the region.

This experimental station was 
started by an ancient O riental w ith  
the jaw -breaking name of R izam at 
Musamukhamedov. He is s ix ty- 
three and started working in  the 
vineyards as a boy of thirteen. He 
is an Uzbek of a peasant fam ily , a 
th in , dream y man w ith an Uzbek 
sku llcap (or tubeteyka) and a scrag- 
g ly beard out of Arabian Nights. He 
has on his coat the ribbons of many 
state decorations.

The Russian d irector, Abram Mal- 
tezeb. The big struggle since the 
war, he te lls us, has been for sugar. 
Four refineries were evacuated from  
Ukra ine to Uzbekistan, s till others 
to Kazakstan.

Since the Germans seized the sug­
ar beet fields of the Ukraine, Uz­
bekistan has planted 35,000 hectares 
in beets fo r sugar, w ith  this year 
another 15,000 hectares fo r seed fo r 
the liberated Ukraine.

Irr ig a tio n  is responsible fo r the 
heavy yield of the seventy-five kinds 
of grapes grown here.

The average yield is 22 tons per 
hectare, w ith  water supplied three 
to five tim es a season so the yield 
is steady. Samarkand is an even

The Republic of Uzbekistan fu r ­
nished some of Russia’s best fight­
ers.

richer grape country. And, as here, 
the litt le  hand-work done is on the 
grape collectives—most of it  being 
done by tractor.

What we have seen of Soviet agri­
culture has been un ifo rm ly  good. 
Since I come from  a fa rm ing  state 
I could not be badly fooled. True, 
they have shown us the ir best. But 
it is at least as good as our best.

We return to the dacha in tim e 
to change our sh irts fo r the local 
opera. We see something called 
“ Ulug-Beg”  which was one of the 
titles of Tamerlane, and its story 
is of his times. Between acts we 
are taken into the banquet room 
(Yes, God help us, the usual table 
la id .) to meet the composer, a slen­
der young Russian inte llectual. His 
wife, a handsome but worn-looking 
g ir l, who has w ritten  the words— 
not in Russian, m ind you, but in Uz­
bek—is here to explain the plot.

IT O  BE C O N T IN U E D )

ASK ME 1  
ANOTHER :

<N. ^ b gv.

The Question»
1. Of what country is the orange 

a native?
2. What occupation has the high­

est accident toll?
3. Where was George Washing­

ton inaugurated President the firs t 
time?

4. What does "app le  p ie ”  order 
signify?

5. How long w ill foreign G I. 
brides have to w a it to a tta in  U. S. 
citizenship?

6. How many of the 360 islands 
of the Bermudas are Inhabited?

Desk Unit to Match Shelves Requires 
But a Few Simple Tools to Make

By Ruth W yeth  Spear»

I ^ H IS  un it fu rn itu re  fo r your 
dream  house is so sim ple that 

the am ateur can make i t  w ith  the 
s im plest hand tools. Patterns I 
w ith  actual-size cu tting  guides and 
deta iled d irections are availab le  i 
fo r the units in th is  group.

The desk Is shown closed at D  between 
an end u n it A and a corner u n it C. The 
E unit is made with the same pattern as
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Both R igh t
A teacher put a problem  to his 

class: "T here  were 13 sheep in  a 
pen and 7 jum ped ou t; how many 
were le ft? "

One of the boys said, "None, 
s ir , ”  and when the teacher re­
buked h im  fo r his deficient a rith ­
m etic  and told h im  he knew noth­
ing about figures, the boy's rep ly 
was, "S ir , you know nothing about 
sheep.”

The B a ttle  F ron t
Young John u a t mertsng h it grand­

father lor the first time.
“So you're my grandpa," he said, eye- j 

ing the old man over.
“ Yes, m i little  lad," taid the grand­

father. “I'm your grandpa on your 
father’i tide."

“Oh, are you!" said John. “Then 
you can take it from me you're on the 
wrong side."

The class had had a lesson on 
Eskim os, and were asked to w rite  
an account of it. One b righ t young­
ster began: "T h e  Eskim os are 
God's frozen people."
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TIRED, ACHY MUSCLES
BRUISES STIFF JOINTS
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Check ritorce nf dish Black Q  Stiver Q j

R tlerenctt: Stallie F in i National Ranh, Seaboard Htanch

100 Pike Sheet Seattle Wmh

A quiz with answer» offering 
information on various subjects

7. Not counting m ythology, who 
was the firs t iron m anufacturer 
named in lite ra tu re?

The A m u it r i

1. Chinn. C u ltiva tion  began In 
the M iddle uges.

2. F arm ing. I t  has three acci­
dents for every two in industry.

3. Federal H a ll, New York C ity.
4. Perfect, precise order.
5. They m ust complete tw o 

years ' residence before filing  a 
fo rm a l petition  for citizenship.

6. Twenty islands.
7. Tubal Cam (Genesis 4:22).

the desk srt<I is the u t tw  in nvory wsy 
except that I he drop tronl and stationery 
com partm ents a te  um ltteil The u w  of 
halts or screws w ith  modern slue makes 
II possible to construct these sturdy pieces 
with Joinings that require no special tools

• • •
Units A and ft are made with on Hero  

Z7O, the corner unit with ZJI. the desk 
with m  Patterns are ISc each or all 
three patterns tor 3Sc when m ailed to one 
address Send requests tor patterns dl- 
reel to

« I T M  W V R T I I  S P R A B S  
■ e d ls rg  M ills . N . » .  D i s e , ,  la
Enclose IS cents ter eaclf pattern

N a  m a -------- —— -

Address

Grand Relief
t tO M  sniffi». stuff» o i i t i i i i  of

Head Colds!

Instantly relief from head cold dis­
tress starts to come when you put a 
Uttie Va-tro-nol In each nostril. Also 
- I t  helps prevent many colds from 
developing If used In timet Try It I 
Follow directions In packager

VICKS VATRONOL
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