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Don't Worry About Your WAC Oversea; She's Healthier 
And Happier Than When at Home, Says Medical Officer

Major Jane way Tells 
About 14 Months \\ ith 
N. African Contingent 

By GERTRUDE BACHMAN
Itrteucd ft? Wes»re Xesifjpef V s m * .

WASHINGTON. D C —If your 
daughter, sister or wife is a 
WAC and stationed in the Medi­
terranean area, you are prob­
ably worrying a lot more about 
her than she is about herself. 
Maj. M argaret Janewav. Medi­
cal corps. U. S. arm y, gives a 
report that should put to route 
all unnecessary fears.

“ They are never s ick,”  M ajor 
Janeway told a press conference in 
Washington. “ The F ifth  a rm y WACs 
have had an amazing health record 
from  the beginning.”

Of 1.80C women so lders who 
landed in  North A frica  since Janu­
ary. 1943. only 12 have been sent 
home fo r medical reasons. Dr. 
Janeway believes that th is record 
may prove ore th ing—tha t the more 
p rim itive  tne circumstances, the 
better a woman thrives.

“ They take hardships in a sp ir it 
of fun.”  M ajor Janeway said.

When the firs t contingent went 
over ir. January. 1343. it found c ir ­
cumstances defin ite ly p rim itive . 
The tr ip  o-.er w am ’t  exactly a sum-

P V T. M A R IO N  D eC R A Y at M il­
waukee. Wis.. brings an armload of 
homemade bread into the messhall. 
Excellent food is credited to a large 
extent for the splendid health rec­
ord of the WACs overseas.

m er cru_se—especially since most 
of the women hadn’t ever been to 
sea before. They landed at Oran on 
January 13, and took a tra in  for 
A lg iers. They discovered the ir quar­
ters to be an old French convent 
w ith  no heat and no water. They 
used th e ir helmets fo r ca rry ing  
water from  an old well m the court­
yard and fo r wash basms. I t  was 
b itte r ly  cold. M a jor Janeway said:

" I t  was May before we thawed 
out. and i t  was May before we couid 
get an occasional good night's 
sleep.”

The women slept 12 in a room on 
straw  mattresses placed on double- 
decker bunks, wore ah th e ir  woolen 
clothes and wrapped themselves m 
three blankets when they went to 
bed. Those on the n ight sh ift were 
envied because they slept during th e  
daytim e when there were no a ir 
raids.

On Doty 12 Honrs D aily.
Such were the conditions of their 

employment. The wages of WAC 
privates are the same as those of 
G. I Joes—>50 a month pins 10 per 
cent of the base pay fo r overseas 
duty. The hours were 12 a day, 
seven days a week. Since curfew 
was at 7 p. m ., and the A lgerian 
shops were closed at tha t tim e, 
there -'.as no point in  tim e off.

During this whole period, despite 
hardships — o r what most of us 
would consider hardships — there 
were no serious illnesses and very 
lit t le  jitte rs , M a jo r Janeway said. 
A three-bed dispensary had been set 
up in what was described as "a  
large closet”  in the convent. This 
was used only as an isolation ward 
fo r those w ith  colds—and as a 
room fo r an occasional rest of 24 
hours fo r the very weary M ajor 
Janeway said tha t a fte r such trea t­
m ent most of them were ready to 
go back to the ir jobs. Despite all 
tne d ire  warnings, not one WAC con­
tracted  any of the diseases they had 
been to ld  very care fu lly  to guard 
against.

When m ore WACs a i rived in A l­
giers in  M ay, the entire  WAC colony 
took over an apartm ent house which 
provided m ore com forts, and 
much more w arm th. The number of 
beds in the dispensary was in­
creased to 11.

Of the 68 women who came w ith 
th is contingent, only three had to be

S TR O LLIN G  DOWN the roadway to the entrance of the old French  
convent which is their barracks iu North A frica are these i r e  WACs 
who are assigned to the headquarters offices of .Allied force headquarters. 
They are. left to right. M ary  C. Woods. E verett. Mass.; Ellen Coadoe. 
Missoula. Mont.; M ary Livingston. Chattanooga, Tenn.; L o n  lie James, 
Sioux City. Iow a; and Elizabeth Page. Escanaba. M ich. A nun is passing 
in the background.

returned to the States. The reason ' 
given was “ excessive nervousness." j 
The three women were aged 30. 35 
and 40 respectively, and had back­
grounds of nervous ins tab ility . What 
had been a potentia l inab ility  to ad­
jus t at home under secure routine 
now became complete m alad just­
ment. M a jo r Janeway said they 
just "co u ld n 't take i t . ”

No d iet deficiencies were discov­
ered. A rm y food w as more than ade­
quate. and in addition, the WACs 
were the friend ly  concern of a rm y 
and navy men. They received 
oranges, eggs tha t cost 52 a dozen, 
and a general supply of “ nice spoil­
ing .”  The navy men—who vied w ith  ¡ 
the trad ition  of the ir m arine broth­
ers fo r having th is situation w ell in  
hand—even obtained pillows fo r the 
WAC bunks.

“ Every tim e a g ir l got a le tter 
from  home,”  M a jo r Jar.eway sa.d, , 
“ Mama wanted to know if she was 
getting her v itam ins. She was. but 
sue d id n 't know it. Fortunate ly, 
th e ir folks started sending them 
v itam in  p ills  and that settled the 
problem for us. They ate the ir p ills  
and fe lt better.”

Too Much San Tan.
The power of the North A frican 

sun was an unknown quantity  to the j 
WACs. Anxious to get a smooth tan, Í 
thejr discovered, to the ir dismay, i 
that i t  could very easily be over­
done. A fte r a few painful bums. Í

L E T T E R S  FR O M  home are the 
best morale boosters. Sgt. Betty 
Jane O Leary of P itt/burgh, Pa., 
voonds the welcome “ m ail ea ll.”

which kept the v ic tim s away from  
work, m b a n  was classified “ not ' 
line o f  d u ty .”  Tha t meant that any 
WAC who was not sensible enough j 
to get her sun gradually, would 
have her pay docked fo r ar.y tim e 
she was off work. They soon learned 

, how to do it  gradually.
By November, three more WAC 

companies had reported fo r duty in 
Aig.ers. In  December, one company 
fresh from  the States went d irect­
ly  to Ita ly .

The healthiest women in the
whole M editerranean area. M a jor 
Janeway found, were the F ifth  arm y 
WACs liv in g  in tents very close be­
hind the fighting lines in Ita ly . They 
were part of a communications 
platoon based at Napies and half 
up toward the fron t, liv in g  in tents, 
working the command post rr.es- 

I sage center. They were w ith  the 
j F ifth  arm y ir. N orth  A frica  and fo l­

lowed when Am erican troops took 
Naples.

M a jo r Janeway said tha t the 
WACs at the fron t and those in 
North A frica , fo r tha t m atte r, are 
so healthy because they do not have 
tim e to spend in “ frivo lous a c tiv i­
ties.”

There is no special tra in ing  for 
keeping the WACs in tr im . In w in­
te r they don’t  have much oppor­
tun ity  fo r exercise, but in summer 
they swim. In North A frica , a pro­
gram  has been set up which pro-

sides each woman, a fte r so long a 
tim e, a four-day rest period. A rest 
camp has been estab.ished 20 m iles 
up the coast from  Algiers. I t  was 
opened firs t fo r those earliest WACs 
who were beginning to look a litt le  
fatigued a fte r th e ir 12-hours-a-day. 
seven-da ys-a-week grind w ith  no 
passes from  January to June.

No s im ila r arrangem ent has been 
made in Ita ly  as yet, but M a.or 
Janeway believes that one soon w ill 
be.

O nly  S ix  M a r r ia g e s .
In 14 months, there have only 

been six m arriages of WACs m the 
Mediterranean area It  is possible 
tha t a three-month w aiting period 
—known as the “ cooling-off”  period 
—afte r announcing m arriage inten­
tions to the commanding o fficer is 
the reason. This is an a rm y regula­
tion and applies to both men and 
women.

In  regard to the unhappy stories 
tha t have been c ircu la ting  about the 
m orals of the WACs. D r Janeway 
cited m edical statistics which 
showed defin ite ly Liese rum ors to be 
figments of somebody's im agination.

The women were homesick at 
tim es, but “ not too bad ly ," M a jor 
Janeway said Sos weeks a fte r the 
firs t group a rrived  in  A lg iers, how­
ever. there was co m a il from  home, 
which resulted in many a tearfu l 
night. But the regular a rr iv a l of 
m a il a fte r that, and the s tr ic t 
regim en took car, of homesickness 
p re tty  thoroughly.

There have been no battle casual­
ties among the WACs. One woman 
was in jured, and one k illed  in a 
jeep accident. There was plenty of 
bombing, but the bombs fe ll “ ju s t 
across the street”  from  the A lg ie rs 
barracks. The bombs would h it the 
same spot n ight a fter night. During 
the day the damage would be re­
paired, and that n ight it would be 
undone. Yet none of the WACs was 
h it.

A piece of shrapnel h it the bed 
in  which a WAC was sleeping, but 
she was unharmed. There was some 
dispute between her and the occu­
pant of the next bunk as to whom 
the piece of shrapnel belonged.

M a jo r Janeway said that the jobs 
which the WACs perform , and about 
which "the y  are very keen”  are 
those of stenographers, telephone 
operators, d rivers, cooks, and a ll 
kinds of communications jobs.

Asked if  tne WACs overseas feel 
tha t g ir ls  at home are lackadaisica l

A WAC in North A frica hangs up 
some personal laundry in the back 
yard of the convent which serves as 
a barracks, giving a homelike touch 
to the grim  business ot w ar.

about not jo in ing  up M a jo r Jane­
way rep lied; "T hey ce rta in ly  d o !”  
She continued;

“ I t  takes a level-headed and very 
well-balanced woman to stand up 
against tha t pressure and m ain ta in  
her own good sense. I t  takes a level­
headed woman to fe?ep rested and 
to m ainta in  her sense of hum or.”

ASK ME ?  
ANOTHER!

The Quettiont
1 Approxim ate ly how much of 

the to ta l land acreage of the U n it­
ed States is covered w ith  forests*

2. W h a t ts a p ec c a d illo ?
3. When was FDR firs t tnaugu 

rated*
4 W ith what group ot men is the 

name Ethan A llen associated*
3. W’hat physical force throws 

people off revolving turntables at 
amusement p a rk s '

6 What state. North or South 
Dakota, was adm itted  to the Unior 
first?

JUST WHAT HE WANTS! \

A WONDERFUL WAY TO 
SEND YOUR "MAN-IN-SERVICE"

A  Letter a n d  Fine R azor Blades
— a  G ift a n d  a  G reeting  in O n e !
This is what servicemen want most:—Letters 
from you and fine blades. And this is the way 
to send both! You give them a double thrill 
when you write them on Blade Moil —the clever 
ready-fo-m ail folder with 10 fine Precision 
Blades attached. There's plenty of space for 
your letter—plenty of space to paste in a photo
— plenty of shaving luxury in the PERSONNA 
Blades that are attached — the finest shoving 
edges known to science. They'll give him more 
comfort than anything you could send him. F

ERSOHNA
. ¡Blade &tte&
•  Easy fo send

•  Seals like an envelope 
•  Mails like a letter

•  6C anywhere, anytime

AT ALL FINE S T O R E S ...O R  
USE THE C O U P O N  BELOW

C o n n e tt  
WITH SI WOSTM 
o r  siAoes 
ATTACHtO

IF Y O U I O IA I IS  H A S N 'T  B IA D I - M A IL  . .  .

USE TH IS  C O U P O N
FM SONM A. 5?» Madiion A » . ,  N .w  York 31. N  Y.

S,od mo--------- S iad. Moil folder, at Jl. I ontloio ['1 CKork O  Money order.
AIm  Mod ore---------Ro.wlo, b o ie , of 10 F/KSOHNA Blade, el I I  00 O K I

N A M /.

A 0 0 U U -

A quiz with answers offering 

information on various subjects

I 7. What b ird  IS mentioned m ost 
frequently in  the B ib le*

The Aniu>»n
1. One-third 

A petty fau lt 
March 4. 1933 
The Green Mountain boys. 
C entrifuga l force.
Both were adm itted to the

Union on the same day, N ovem ­
ber 2. IMS

7. The dove is the most fre- 
luently mentioned b ird  in the 
'lib le .
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