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THE STORY SO FAR: Jeff Curtis and
his wife, Lee, are on their way to Tierra
Libre when Jeff receives a note from

Zora Mitchell warning them not to come
Jefl is to be chief engineer for a newly
organized, fruit company. They arrive
in Tierra Libre (o find both Zora Mitch-
ell and her hushand dead, and Jeff sus-

pects they were murdered. He learns
from Jerry Mclinnis, a former associate
who works for a rival fruit company,

that there is something strange going on
and that Mitchell and Zora were killed
because they knew too much. A coa-
versation with his emplover, Senor Mon-
taya, Jefi's suspicions. Mon-
tava shows him pictures of Zora's body.
Her fingers, holding a German gun, are
not tightly clasped, as they would be if
she had pulled the trigger herself

NOW CONTINUE WITH THE STORY
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form breast high, and serving this
platform was a spur track leading
from the airfield branch. Curt won
have missed the platf if the
track hadn't suggested it
“A bodega?’ e aske and be
fore realizing ti pertinence he
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Curt grinned. “Good wugh!'
They had thought of everything
| here.
| The old Tempujo radio shack at
the river dock now housed the dis-
‘5.1'. ner & his small switchboard
| that served Tampujo Here ended
| the two telephione lines from San
Alejo, one used by the dispatcher,
one for general utility. They still
| maintained the radio, t« against
| emergency. Montaya entered this
| office to talk with San Alejo before
leaving for the levee camp. Curt
strode about outside.
! The dock hoist was lifting a huge
| case from the deck of a river steam-
| er. It was one of the crated air-
|}-!;Jm~ wings Curt had seen in the
wharf shed at Cabeza,
| Rising up over the edge of the
| wharf, it loomed even bigger than
| Curt had thought, bigger than neces-
sary for the [.:n..f’ he'd seen on the
ground at the airfield at after-
noon.
The Negro rolled swift, even at
this season, obliging the l.n. ich to
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““Well, uh, guess it was the other |
way ql’Ol.".d Curt. They broke loose
from me.’

“How come?”
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‘What! Have they gone Sunday
School on us over there?"

“Uh, no, Curt. I cut up a bit one

“OR "

Curt surveyed the other
H rson’'s open shirt were
and blotches of dull red forming
sol blemish of the sk r

edly at the c¢ I e. Curt re-
ed that Hi had al-
een too lazy to treat this skin

But there was something decided-

peculiar in Henderson's manner,

careful words. The man didn’t
to be on good behavior {
Cur He'd never been res
n the old days. Perl M

lent presence threw a damg

e meeting. Curt men
tuff his pipe abse A

“So you crossed the river!
Should've gone home. How you do-
ing now?"

““Oh, I've been off the stuff for |

me time."”

“‘Shake on that, Bill. Nothi ing
vrong with his grip, thought Curt,
wincing. ‘“‘Tell you what, when you
feel the urge again, look me up be- |

| fore you start in. I'll see you
| don't go too far. Anyway, we’ll

have to have a get-together soon for |

old time's sake. Come up to San
Alejo. Lée will be glad to see you

again.”
“‘Sure, Curt, thanks."

| out on the job

| reports in the office tent,
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fight its way upstream. When they
reached the ever-moving camp of
the levee gang it was too late to go
that night. After a
wash-up, Montaya and Curt busied
themselves with maps and progress
until the
erating darkness drove the
construction gang into camp.
Again Curt found an Jld
among these workers.
“Slats!"” he called to the bulky

friend

| man pushing his feet wearily down

“I'll be damned!”
““Hello, Curt! Glad you're on the
Jr,h It'll seemn like old times again.
‘Has all the old guard left Asso-
ciated, Slats?"
“No.
here,

We've

got a number over
but I reckon you won't know

many of 'em. Myself and Bill Hen-
.i!- -?
met him.”
1d Steve Harvey, and Law-
son . . . well, only us, I guess,
from the old days.”

Slats, naked to the waist, his dirty
hirt slung across his shoulder, a
filthy hat pushed back until at-
soaked hair escaped in a l
showed stror teeth as he le
teeth v w with tobacco stain Jut
for all the friendliness of the grin,
he seemed unecasy.

Montaya stood nearby. Again
Curt caught a thoughtful look in the
Spaniar eyes. Or was it specu-
lative? any rate, the look wvan-
ished as Montaya said, ‘“Mr. Har-
vey and Mr. Lawson are on the
drainage laterals.”

To Monahan Curt said, ‘‘Slats,

ome so many of you
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nahan replied hesitating-
tarted pinching pennies
g, and Senor Montaya
wages.”” Then, as though

for one thi

pays good

| he hadn't said enough, “‘Besides,
this's a new planting, and you know
how most of us feel about a new
job. It's more fun building than

maintaining.
(TO BE CONTINUED)
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To keep bread in the best condi

tion, store it when cool in a clean,
well-aired, covered, ventilated
container and keep in a cool, dry
]\|.u'|'.
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To protect garden shoes keep

them well greased ot olled with
neat s-foot o1l or cod or castor oil,
tallow or wool grease, Let lh_\'
in a warm place
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Sweet corn, green string beans,
Ereen peas, ]rulnpkm-\, squash, cel-
ery and greens are best vegetables
for home drying. Apples and ber-
ries are adapted to drying in the
home among fruits
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That fish may be scaled much
| eagier by first dipping them into
boiling water for a minute.
i - . .
I Rancidity in lard can be pri
vented by keeping it away from
air, light and warmtl Store 1n
tin or crog Ihl'l‘\.' containers 1In A

| cool |'|.u'|'.
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From a old French word
“mes’”’ derived from the Latin
word 18" meaning a course |
at a mea comi the Army's
name ‘“‘mess'’ for its breakfast,
dinner, and supper. Favorite meal
th the Idier is chicken

1 '

favurite cigarette, Came
(Based « actual sales records
from Post Exchanges.) A carton
of Camels, by the way, is the gift
he prefers first of all from the
ol back home. He's said so.
Local tobacco dealers are featur-
ing Camel cartons to send any-
where to men in the armed forces.
—Adv,
Friendly Books
He who loveth a book will never

want for a faithful friend, a whole-
sellor, a cheerful
or an effectual comforter.
Barrow.
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To save
shopping trips

Buy more oranges at
a time~— they keep

You don't have to cut
lown on fresh foods just
because you shop less
often these days
buy oranges in larger
amounts, They're nat
ally i .,“!‘r Prer

[l-L'\ give you prote
tive vitamins and minerals
you need, especially vita

min C. They satusly your

sweet tooth —save sugar
Those stamped Sunkist
are the finest from- 14,500
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Sunkist

Best for Juice

Copr

. 19432, California Fruitl Growers Eschangs

|

* k k K

UNITED STATES
| ‘B OANDD s

. STAMPS

* Kk Kk Kk

SPLIT-SECOND
SPECIALIST!

JOHNNY STEGER,
famous sports photog-

rapher, leads a hectic life

chasing action shots all
over the country. He says,
““Night and day I'm on the
£0. And i've found that one
way to help stay on my toes
from early morning to noon
istoeat a good breakfast, |
like a big bow! of Kellogg's
Corn Flakes with fruit and
milk. Tastes swell and what
a Self-Starter] "
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