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War Effort Strengthened 
By High School Graduates

Armed Service«, Industry and Farms Lure 1942 Students; 
\ oeationul I raining Now Becoming 

Increasingly Important.
By WILLARD E. GIVENS

I
 * National Education duocialion.

. , c<n estinr»ated that over one million boys and girls will

leave high school this spring with their diplomas.
It is this same group of boys and girls, the youth of the 

nation, who were, figuratively being spoken to when a commence­
ment speaker said to a group of graduates before him:

You have seen more history than you have read.”
During the first half of 1942, the pages of history have been

tu rn ing  fust, record ing the names »f ■* _____
n )i-n arid th e ir deeds in the greatest
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dram a of a ll ages
And now today, not only the high 

school graduate, but a ll those who 
have read the story of m an’s up­
w ard struggle from  the early  dawn 
o f h is tory to the present tim e, rec­
ognize the c lim a x  o f h is tory in 
which they arc now liv ing . Each 
and everyone—especially the high 
school grudunte—in seeking to find 
the proper ploce, the suitable niche 
in  it.

The Significance ot Today.
Only to the man who is in some 

measure educated is it granted to 
know what is going on about h im  
and to estim ate its  significance.

There is an old sto ry o f two peas­
ants of Brabant who were weeding 
th e ir  crops on a su ltry  June day in 
1815 when the guns of the Iron Duke 
greeted those of Bonaparte at Wa­
terloo, One of the pensants lifted  
his eyes from  his hoe and scanned 
the horizon. ‘ ’Soule,”  he said, " i t  
thunders; it  w ill ra in  to d a y !”  As 
the guns of destiny broke the silence 
o f th e ir fields, these two peasants 
went on hoeing th e ir vegetables, a l­
most as ignorant as the ir beets and 
cabbages o f what went on any­
where else in the w orld  but in the 
lim ite d  sphere in which they moved.

The m ental isolation of m an­
kind in the not-so-long-ago un­
happy days nt the human race 
when one class of men was p r iv ­
ileged to enjoy the cu ltu re  and 
refinem ent of wide knowledge, 
and another class was doomed 
to live  and die in vu lg a rity  and 
poverty , is banished. U niversa l 
education has banished It. The 
high school, especia lly, is re ­
sponsible tor m aking this vastly 
d iffe ren t w orld  from  the one 
which existed a century and a 
q u a rte r ago when Europe was 
rocked as i t  is today by the 
clash of arm s and ideals—and 
only a few knew the issues and 
fewer s t il l had a pa rt in resolv­
ing them.
Today, high school students see 

themselves in the setting o f tim e  
and events. In th e ir hearts is a 
s tir r in g  that finds its  expression in 
a common question, ‘ ‘What is m y 
place in a ll th is? ”

Some o f the boys m ay volunteer 
a t once fo r service in the arm ed 
forces. The a rm y has ju s t an­
nounced tha t volunteers 18 and 19 
years old may select tra in ing  in the 
com bat branch o f th e ir  own p re f­
erence—in fan try , ca va lry , a r tille ry , 
tank corps, a ir  corps, signal corps, 
or corps of engineers. O thers w ill 
w a it the decision o f the Selective 
Service system as to where and 
when they m ay serve best.

M any graduates w ill continue 
th e ir education under the d irection  
of the navy, which has in operation 
plans by which graduates m ay go 
on to college and pursue studies 
in  which they may earn college 
cred its  and at the same tim e  pre­
pare fo r m ore effective service in 
the' navy. From  th is  group, the 
huge two-ocean battle  fleet now 
bu ild ing  in  our shipyards w ill se­
cure m any of its  commissioned o f­
ficers.

W ar Industries to H ire  M any.
Some thousands of these high

A mechanized a rm y calls fo r the 
u tm ost inventive  and operational 
sk ills  w hich the A m erican  people can 
produce. These Denver high school 
boys w ill  know how to operate an 
e lec tric  semaphore i f  they should 
serve in  the signal corps of the 
a rm y.

school graduates, boys and g irls, 
w ill at once enter w ar-industries to 
help m anufacture  the guns and 
tanks and planes upon which the 
fikh ting  men on far-flung battle 
fron ts depend. The graduates may 
enter these industries at once, or 
they m ay enro ll in one of many 
d iffe ren t types o f tra in ing  fo r more 
sk illed  service in the factories pro­
ducing the m a te ria l o f w ar.

These tra in ing  opportunities range 
from  the e lem entary vocational 
schools where the Simpler sk ills  of 
the assembly line  are acquired, to 
the technical and engineering 
schools of our g rea t un iversities 
w hich are tu rn ing  out recru its  fo r 
h igh ly  responsible positions both in 
the arm ed forces and in industria l 
ranks.

The high schools themselves in 
m any c ity  school systems, and in 
some of the v illage  schools serving 
fa rm  areas, are equipped to o ffe r a 
high grade vocational tra in ing . 
Some graduates who have taken 
non - vocational courses in high 
school w ill im m ed ia te ly  begin such 
courses, i f  availab le , in the schools 
from  which they have been gradu 
ated. or they w ill seek that kind 
tra in in g  in neighboring com m uni 
ties.

The federal governm ent in June 
1940, appropriated $15,000,000 
equip and sta ff the rap id ly  ex

of

to
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ponding vocational departm ents and 
schools o f less than college grade 
which had undertaken to tra in  
w orkers fo r defense industries. The 
need of workers was so urgent and 
the plan of meeting it  so successful 
tha t subsequently other sums were 
appropria ted  fo r th is purpose.

By M arch, th is year, app rox i­
m ate ly 2,463,862 w orkers had been 
prepared fo r the w ar industries in 
th is m anner. This num ber is in 
addition to those tra ined fo r s im i­
la r occupations in the vocationa l 
courses tha t constitu te the norm a l 
service o f the schools.

The demand fo r the graduates 
ot these vocational courses is 
much greater than the supply 
and is increasing. According 
to the War Production board, 
over ten m illion  add itiona l w a r 
indus try  workers w ill be needed 
w ith in  the year ahead to sta ff 
p lants now being b u ilt or ex­
panded.
The vocational tra in in g  ac tiv itie s  

in O akland, C alif., are typ ica l of 
those in  m any cities near g reat sh ip­
yards o r other centers producing 
the m ach inery o f w ar. On A p r il 1, 
1944 there were 199 classes in “ de­
fense tra in in g ”  in the Oakland 
schools, enro lling  3,901 students. 
This was 473 less than the num ber 
o f students the O akland schools 
were prepared to accommodate in 
th is k ind  of wonk.

D uring  January, F eb rua ry  and 
M arch  an average o f 500 tra ined  
w orkers a month were placed in  
w ar m anufactu ring  from  th is school 
system . There have never been 
su ffic ien t trainees enro lled to m eet 
the demand fo r r ive te rs , chippers, 
caulkers, ship fitte rs , sheet m eta l

Victory vs. Luxury 
“ John’» o lder bro ther who fin ­

ished high »chool in 1941 burned 
lip the tire« of his old ja llopy  on 
the highway» at s ix ty  m iles an 
hour, e ithe r pleasure or business 
bent. John w ill ride a bus or 
w alk to "g o  places and do 
th ings.”  Susan who graduates in 
1942 w ill find tha t permanents, 
Huffy evening dresses, s ilk  and 
nylon hose were luxuries that her 
older s ister of 1940 did not be­
queath to her. Youth, like  the 
rest of us, m ust sacrifice some 
of the refinem ents of existence, 
and before the struggle is over, 
m ay forego some of the necessi­
ties .”

workers, e lectric ians, ship carpen­
ters, jo iners and other skilled 
trades.

There is opportunity of some 
kind today fo r youth every­
where. A ll can Join in the 
“ g reat adventure”  in some 
capacity. This is true fo r g irls  
as well as fo r boys. Many g irls  
are taking th e ir places in  the 
w ar industries. The great ex­
pansion of offices in Washington 
and other centers of adm in is tra ­
tion of the w ar e ffo rt issue calls 
fo r typ ists, stenographers, clerks 
and secretaries. Many g ir ls  are 
enro lling  in nursing courses 
which lead to d irec t or ind irec t 
service, fo r some of which o f­
fice r’s commissions are a va il­
able, in the arm ed forces.

The kinds of m ilita ry  work fo r 
( g ir ls  to choose from  are num er­

ous, and announcements of fu r­
ther opportunities are expected 
from  tim e to tim e .
O fttirnes the impulse to seek serv­

ice fa r afield is i l l  advised. There 
is also the home fron t. Whole states 
m ust be prepared to resist invasion 
from  land, sea or a ir. C iv ilian  de­
fense is v ita l. F irs t aid, a ir  ra id  
duty, a u x ilia ry  fire  and police serv­
ice m ust be manned and adm inis­
tered.

In  hundreds of a g ricu ltu ra l com­
m unities high school graduates w ill 
im m ed ia te ly  lay aside the ir d ip lo­
mas fo r cu lt iva to r handles and hoes. 
There is much tru th  in the slogan 
that "Food  w ill w in  the w ar.”  The

provision of food stuffs and the use 
of foods d ictated by modern know l­
edge of nu trition  fo r both c iv ilia n  
and sold ier are of v ita l im portance.

M any of the opportunities m ay be 
seized w ithout leaving home or 
com m un ity . The a le rt and eager 
high school graduate w ill look about 
h im  fo r unfilled places in  the ranks, 
step in where he is best qualified 
and serve.

The student selected by fate fo r 
graduation in 1942 faces tow ering 
handicaps as well as opportunities. 
For m any of these graduates, school 
days are ended. In any case, edu­
ca tiona l careers w ill be in te rru p t­
ed o r d ive rted  from  o rig in a l p u r­
poses.

The Test They Face.
A m b itions m ust be m odified, new 

emphasis placed upon ideals and 
duties. The high school graduate of 
1942 faces the severest k ind  of test 
which can be given to ind iv idua ls— 
the test of fle x ib ility , ad justm ent to 
untow ard circum stances. This ap­
plies to the m inor as w e ll as to the 
m a jo r enterprises of life .

The contrast is s t i l l  g rea te r i f  we 
com pare th is  generation w ith  g rand­
fa th e r’s as an illu s tra tio n  o f change 
in  our nationa l life . To th a t e lderly  
gentlem an now toasting his slippered 
heels in re tirem en t by the fireplace, 
Horace G ree ley’s advice, “ Go West, 
young m an ,”  was an insp ira tion ’ 
There was an im m easurab ly  w ealthy 
West to conquer. G rand fa the r saw 
the fin ish ing touches given to the 
w o rld ’s greatest economic em pire, 
as the ingenuity, energy, and de­
te rm ina tion  of a New w orld , assem­
bled fro m  the tribes from  the Old, 
tr im m ed  off the last fron tie rs  from  
the A m erican  w ilderness.

C innamon toast m ay be made 
w ithou t sugar by blending 2*4 
tablespoons o f honey w ith  two- 
th ird s  tablespoon bu tte r. Increase 
amounts as desired.

•  • •
O nly h a lf the qua n tity  o f sugar 

w ill be required  to  sweeten stewed 
fru its  i f  sugar is added a fte r f ru it  
is cooked.

• •  •
As dried  f ru it  is usua lly  soaked 

before cooking, save the soaking 
w a te r to cook the f r u it  in, thereby 
saving much o f the food value of 
the fru it .

Pleasing Designs for 
Y ou r K i tehen  Towels

LJ E R E  are some new tea towel 
designs tha t a re  tru ly  d iffe r­

ent. Grapes and jam pots , oranges 
and a ju ice r, apples and a f ru it  
ja r —fro m  these and cross s titch  
tr iang le  backgrounds, tea towels 
are to be decorated. Four m ore 
tea towel m otifs  and two panhold­
ers (one fru it ,  one vegetable) 
com plete the set. I t ’s one you 
w il l  w ant in your own kitchen, or
to  m ake as a g ift.

• • •
Pattern No. Z9262. 15 cents, brings 

these 9 motifs in the new hot Iron trans­
fer that can be stamped several times. 
Send your order to:

A fN T  MARTHA
Box 166 W Kansas City, Mo.

Enclose 15 cents for each pattern
desired. Pattern No...........................
Nam e............................................. ..
Address..........................

Do You Bake at Home?
I I  you do, send fo r a grand cook 

book—cram m ed w ith  recipes fo r 
a ll k inds of yeast-raised breads 
and cakes. I t ’s absolutely free. 
Just drop a postcard w ith  your 
name and address to Standard 
Brands Inc., 691 Washington St., 
New Y ork  C ity .—Adv.

Room Clerketle
. . .  world’s largest hotel!

S a L

SHE'S A “SELF-STARTER

™‘ breakfast

ot nu'K •—»»IMS
Hikes —-
ot mi'k- , yitfcMlNi

»  P** i«  too *»nt 10 M 
We. n»*« ’

CORN
FLAKES

- 74» rftiy im f —

RESPONSIBILITY FOR SUCCESS
The man who a d v e rtise s  has 
assumed the responsibility for suc­
cess. You would rather deal with a 
responsible man, wouldn’t you?

Ind iv idua l service table  m ats
save lots o f laundering . Use them  
in place of luncheon o r tablecloths. 
For outdoor or porch serv ing  try  
the p re tt ily  decorated o ilc lo th  
m ats ; they only need a d a ily  w ip ­
ing w ith  a dampened c loth.

•  • •
I f  the sum m er perch rug  looks 

ra the r fo rlo rn  give i t  a good scrub­
bing then, when d ry , a coat o f 
porch pa in t. A fte r  tw o days 
spread w ith  c le a r floor varn ish , 
and you have a ru g  w h ich  w ill  
p robably give you another yea r's  
w ear a t sm all cost.

Best for
Juice

The finest from 14,500 
cooperating growers I

Be sure to get trademarked 
“Sunkist” Oranges! You’lk 
prefer their fine flavor—and 
ex helped by their ittanttni.'

Oranges contain vitamins 
A, Bi aod G; calcium, and 
other essential minerals.

They're the richest prac­
tical source o f  vitamin C. 
Few foods have much. It’s 
easily lost in cooking. Yet 
you need an abundance 

as you do not ¡tort it! 
Buy oranges 
in quantities.

|  They're good  
keepers

Sunkist
C a li fo r n ia  O ra n g e s

Oog».. 1 *4 2 . California F ru it Grow

»

P E R S O N A B L E  
A U D R E Y  U N D G R E M
of Chicago’s famous Ste­
vens Hotel is one of the 
few women room clerks in 
the country. Miss Lindgren 
says: “ Hotel guests expect 
friendly, cheerful, intelli­
gent senrice. Eating ihe 
‘Self-Starter Breakfast’*  
helps me start my days feel­
ing my best, and I love that 
wonderful Kellogg flavor!”


