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CHAPTER I

G eneral Hague hurried  to his offi­
ces in the Munitions building on the 
second floor and instructed his aide- 
de-cam p to sum m on Colonel Flag- 
will. In a few m inutes Flagwill, ac t­
ing assistan t chief of staff G-2, in 
charge of m ilitary intelligence, r e ­
ported in from another wing.

“ Sit down, F lagw ill," the gen­
era l invited. "The P resident has 
ju s t decided to go to the bottom of 
th is M exican situation.”

F lagw ill’s lean, aquiline face re ­
m ained impassive except for a quick 
gleam  of fire in his piercing black 
•yes.

“ T hat’s good news, s ir !” he ex­
claim ed ; and added in a quiet voice: 
“ In th a t connection, my section has 
ju st completed our final estim ate 
of the situation based on all present 
availab le information. Would you 
ca re  to hear my report now?”

“ Go ahead ,” Hague invited.
“ I 'll be as brief as possible, sir. 

Our best estim ate is 200,000 E uro­
pean regulars mobilized in Mexico. 
T hat covers organized infantry di­
visions, artillery , cavalry , tanks, a ir 
corps, and technical groups tran s­
ported from M editerranean ports 
during the past six m onths, together 
with som e reservist infantry assem ­
bled from  South A m erican points. 
To all outw ard appearances they 
fully support the argum ents of the 
new Mexican dictatorship that, as a 
p a rt of the Mexican m ilitary  forces, 
these troops a re  not the concern of 
the  United S tates.”

G eneral Hague’s stra igh t mouth 
parted  in a cynical sm ile.

"T here is the big rub, Flagwill. 
The M exican version has so ration­
alized their European arm y tha t the 
A m erican public falls for the fiction 
com pletely. It alm ost has our S tate 
D epartm ent fooled.

"T he subterfuge is obvious, s ir ,” 
Flagw ill averred . “ My whole section 
agrees tha t the United S tates faces 
a ttack  from  Van H assek’s a rm y .”

G eneral Hague som berly nodded 
his head.

“ I agree perfectly with your de­
ductions, Flagwill, and inform ed the 
P residen t pretty  much to the sam e 
effect today. He is very gravely con­
cerned and wants the facts as quick­
ly as possible. But w hat can the 
P residen t do unless Congress is con­
vinced and facts a re  available for 
the public?”

“ In the m eantim e, G eneral, a re  
we to reinforce our border g a rri­
sons for defense in event attack  
com es sooner than expected?”

The Chief of Staff groaned and 
said : "The President doesn’t dare 
o rder troop concentrations now, 
Flagwill. Congress would probably 
refuse him  an appropriation for 
transportation . He'd be accused of 
saber-ra ttling .”

Flagw ill mopped his brow and 
said slowly: “ I see it all, sir. Ju st 
w hat’s  our move, p lease?”

“ To collect facts. Our am bassador 
to  F rance  has som ething very se­
cre t hatched up with the F rench se­
cre t service. A chance to slip one of 
our officers into the Mexican serv­
ice a t Mexico City. Our first move 
is to select our m an and send him 
to P aris  to get his detailed instruc­
tions I t 's  very im portant that we 
pick the right m an for this, a m an 
with plenty of brains and backbone.
I ra th e r  had young Benning in 
m ind.”

“ An excellent choice,” Flagwill 
prom ptly agreed. “ But right now 
I ’ve gi t Captain Benning down in 
San Antonio. Investigating another 
spy m ess at Eighth Corps Area 
H eadquarters.”

“ B ette r bring him back to Wash­
ington at once,” G eneral Hague de­
cided. “ Instruct corps a rea  to ship 
him by fast plane. Benning must 
sail from New York for F rance with­
out delay. T hat's  all, F lagw ill.”

C aptain Allan Benning, in civilian 
clothes, sa t waiting in a battered  old 
coupe ju st outside F ort Sam Hous­
ton F or two weeks past he had 
been following one of those slender 
th reads of investigation that w ere in­
tended to connect local espionage ac­
tivities with the Van H assek arm y 
in Mexico.

Im portan t secrets had been stolen 
from  southern m ilitary headquarters 
at the fort. Not least of these was 
the secre t tables of organ Utit ion of 
the proposed new A m erican fighting 
division. Gone, too, w as the file copy 
of arm y mobilization plans.

Benning's suspicion had centered 
prom ptly on a staff sergeant, G au­
jos. Not by reason of any action 
on the p art of the sergeant, but be­
cause of an eloquent intangible, the 
palpable inconsistency of Gaujoa* 
background, personality, and intelli­
gence with hts present occupation.

At headquarte rs Gaujos* superiors 
•wore by him. He was highly com ­
petent as an adm inistra tive clerk 
having supervision over half a doz­
en typists. To the casual observer 
G aujos m ight have appeared a sa t­
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urnine, stolidly satisfied m an who 
had given up the struggle for higher 
success and settled happily into his 
present little groove. His face was 
long, lean, and angular and with 
sm all, level black eyes in which 
there was no friendliness.

With Benning, it had been a m a t­
te r of baiting a  trap . He had fabri­
cated a secret report that A m erican 
reserves w ere being sent to the bor­
der and had it placed, the night be­
fore, w here G aujos would find it in 
the course of his duty today. Now 
Benning was waiting for Gaujos to 
leave the fort when the headquar­
te rs  crew  knocked off work for the 
day.

The suspected m an took a bus into
San Antonio and had dinner a t a 
hotel. He engaged a tax icab  and 
headed south out of the city. It was 
dusk when Gaujos left his taxicab 
and proceeded down the road on foot 
from  a point south of the old county 
poor farm . Benning parked his own 
coupe by the roadside and held the 
tra il from  a d iscreet distance. The 
suspected m asquerader turned sud­
denly off the road into a field. Ben­
ning recognized it as a field th a t did 
service on occasion as an em ergency 
landing-place for student fliers from 
Randolph Field. A fringe of willows 
lay along the road, and through 
these G aujos plunged with the de­
cisiveness of a m an who knows 
where he is going.

But Benning learned a few mo­
m ents la te r tha t G aujos was not off 
his guard. As the captain eased into 
the willows, a stab  of flame blinded 
his eyes, the bark  of a pistol clapped 
his ears. He dove to the ground, his 
right hand whipping his own service 
pistol into play and sent a bullet 
driving at the spot whence had come 
the attack. Then he lay tensely wait­
ing.

The grim  silence that followed was 
broken shortly by the kicking-over of 
a propeller out in the field, followed 
by the easy purr of a high-powered 
engine tuning for a take-off.

As Benning leaped to his feet, his 
eyes m ade out, in the vague light, a 
figure zigzagging a t high speed into 
the field. Aiming carefully he sent 
one bullet afte r another driving after 
the fugitive until a m etallic click 
told him his weapon was em pty.

The runner m ade the plane, vault­
ed inside. Benning, now helpless 
to act, saw the shadowy plane wad­
dle down the stubble and roar into 
the sky. In a twinkling it was swal­
lowed up in the void of a Texas 
twilight.

Benning swore under his breath 
at his ill luck, returned to his coupe, 
and drove to his hotel in San An­
tonio. There was a burn a t his neck 
which told him of a close call with 
death. He exam ined it critically, de­
cided it w as not serious enough to 
require an anti-tetanus treatm ent, 
and called the corps a rea  G-2 offi­
cer, Lieutenant Colonel Bart, on the 
telephone.

“ Hard luck, s ir ,” he reported. 
“ But at least the experience con­
firms a hot trail. No doubt Gaujos 
was a m ore im portant agent than 
we thought and it’s likely he has a 
team  in San Antonio.”

Bart replied crisply: “ Meet me 
im m ediately at Kelly Field, Ben­
ning. Drive a t  fast as your fliv­
ver will take .you.”

When, fifteen m inutes la ter. Ben­
ning sped up to the gate at the fly­
ing field. L ieutenant Colonel B art 
was waiting in a m ilitary sedan into 
which he ushered the captain  at 
once.

‘T v e  a fast plane waiting for you, 
Benning,” B art announced. “ You’re 
to return  im m ediately io Washing­
ton—orders of the Chief of G-J.”

Benning felt the rise of his pulse 
as they drove down along the rows 
of hangars to where a sleek new ob­
servation plane w aited with spinning

m otors. A captain  in flying togs was 
standing under the fuselage of the 
observation plane. B art said to him: 
“ Wallin, th is is your passenger for 
Washington. You’re to deliver him 
the re  in the shortest possible time. 
T h a t’s all, C aptain!”

In the sky there was the first 
rose glow of approaching sunrise 
when Benning m ade out, through the 
g lass bottom of the plane, the wide 
silver ribbon of the Potom ac.

CHAPTER II

The plane swung back across the 
Anacostia and glided to a landing. 
Benning thanked the pilot for a safe 
journey north and sped by m ilitary 
sedan across the river into Washing­
ton. At the W ar D epartm ent he went 
to the second floor and reported to 
the G-2 section.

Colonel Flagw ill had come down 
early  for Benning’s arrival. His 
placid, unem otional face broke in a 
slight smile and his eyes sparkled 
a t sight of the young officer. He 
led the cap ta in  into a private office 
and closed the door.

Without form ality Flagwill said: 
“ Someone m ust go into Mexico and 
get the facts, Benning. I needn’t 
rem ind you of the danger of such an 
enterprise. While I have thought of 
you for the detail, you need not ac­
cep t unless you w ant to .”

“ Thanks for thinking of m e, Colo­
nel,” Benning said with an easy 
sm ile. “When do you wish m e to 
leave?”

There was an approving gleam  in 
the Flagwill eyes as he took from  
his pocket a bulky sealed le tte r and 
handed it to Benning.

“ You’re sailing for Europe a t elev­
en on the A m erica. Available in­
form ation is in this le tter. When 
you’ve read it, destroy it by burn­
ing. You’d better take a com m er­
cial plane to New York. Your boat 
reservations have been attended to. 
On landing at Southam pton, cross 
the Channel to Le H avre and pro­
ceed to P aris  by express. Our am ­
bassador, Mr. Shields, will be ex­
pecting you in P aris . Any question, 
Benning?”

“ I think not, s ir ,” Benning said.
“ Good luck,” F lagw ill said, rising. 

“ Do a thorough job of it and get the 
M exican picture back here as soon 
as possible, consistent with thor­
oughness. T hat’s all, C aptain .”

• • • • • • •
The em bassy staff had calculated 

to the m inute when Benning was due 
to arrive  from  the G are du Nord. 
No sooner had he dropped the bronze 
knocker than the em bassy front door 
opened. A bespectacled m ale sec­
re ta ry  looked him  over in sharp  ap­
p raisa l and said, “ You are the gen­
tlem an w e're  expecting?”

“ Captain Benning. just in from 
the United S ta tes,” the captain  an­
swered.

“ P lease com e in .” the secreta ry  
said. "M r. Shields has reserved this 
hour and is waiting for you.”

The am bassador was a t the door i 
of his reception room to receive his 
visitor. Mr. Shields was a portly, 
sm artly  groomed m an in late m id­
dle life. His round, florid face was 
an  ingratiating  sm ile as he invited 
Benning to a sea t and te rd e red  a 
cigarette.

“ I 'm  glad you’re  here on the dot, 
Benning." he said. “T here’s quite a 
bit to be done in P aris , and you 
m ust be in Bordeaux tom orrow  to 
catch  your boat for V era Cruz.”

Benning said, “ I ’m a t your dis­
posal. s ir .”

The am bassador regarded his vis­
itor with a certa in  whimsical wist­
fulness. He lighted a cigarette .

“ You know. Benning," he said, “ I 
decidedly envy you this opportunity 
for distinguished service. I think I

know w hat’s under the surface of 
things in Europe, but I can’t  prove 
anything in the concrete w ay th a t’s 
necessary. So you m ust go tc Mex­
ico to do the job .”

“ I ’d suppose, s ir ,” Benning com ­
m ented, “ that our governm ent was 
inform ed at least of the la rg e r dip­
lom atic facts.”

“ F a c ts? ” Shields echoed the word 
derisively. “ But th e re’s only one 
accepted fact in in ternational re la ­
tions today: tha t the m aps are  lis t­
ed for an overhaul. Outw ardly ev­
eryone is praying for peace to come 
out of the cu rren t muddle. Under 
the surface the big question is, When 
will the lid blow off? We’re  looking 
to you for the answ er, Benning.”

Benning’s eyes narrow ed. “ I ’m  
not sure I understand, s ir .”

Mr. Shields laughed m irthlessly.
“ I ’ll speak frankly. Why, afte r 

those d e v a s t a t i n g ,  m u r d e r o u s  
months of savage m ass m urder last 
year did the Coalition Pow ers patch  
up an arm istice with the Allies while 
their arm ies squatted  inconclusively 
on a m ere segm ent of conquered 
Europe? O stjnsibly to work out a 
peace form ula to save civilization. 
But now everyone suspects the a r ­
m istice is a Coalition subterfuge to 
shift som e alignm ents, gather new 
forces, and—vastly  m ore im portant 
—circum vent the United S tates from  
a disastrous arm ed  intervention. I 
didn’t m ean to get all steam ed up 
on tha t subject, Benning. But in 
this grim  world of reality  in which 
I have to work, our sm ug provincial­
ism a t home does get on m y nerves 
at tim es, not to mention how it 
cram ps our style. Getting down to 
your work, do you by any chance 
rem em ber the case of a L ieutenant 
Bromlitz of our arm y who escaped 
some two years ago from  the Unit­
ed S ta te s?”

“ Very distinctly, s ir ,” Benning an ­
sw ered a t once. “H appened in my 
own regim ent a t F o rt Jay . Brom ­
litz was accused of stealing can ­
teen funds. When the ad ju tan t a r ­
rested  him, Brom litz knocked the 
ad ju tan t down and, in his efforts to 
escape, shot and killed the corporal 
of the guard. By some black m agic 
Bromlitz then vanished into thin 
a ir .”

“ At the presen t m om ent,” M r. 
Shields said, “ Bromlitz is a t the 
fortress of Vincennes, held incom­
municado by the F rench. They 
nipped him  a few days ago when 
he arrived  from  Luxem bourg as an 
arm y intelligence operative for the 
past year. I t seem s he had m ade 
connection with Van H assek agents 
and w as selected for the M exican 
serv ice.”

Benning m ade a swift deduction 
and said dryly, “ I assum e, sir, tha t 
I am  to go to Mexico m asqueraded  
as an escaped m u rd ere r.”

“ A very lucky break, Benning. We 
have the whole inside of it. Bromlitz 
is known to be an A m erican with a 
record th a t strips him of any possi­
ble A m erican loyalties. As a form er 
A m erican officer, Van H assek no 
doubt thinks the fellow a valuable 
acquisition. Gave him the rank of 
m ajor, which you now inherit.”

" Isn ’t it a bit extraord inary , sir, 
tha t the F rench learned all th is?” 
Benning wanted to know.

“ Not when you consider the facts. 
Bromlitz, it appears, has a flair for 
rom ance. He fell very m uch in love 
with a girl in Luxem bourg, told her 
his plans, prom ised to send for her 
as soon as he could afford it.”

“ And she spilled the beans.”
The am bassador sm iled and said : 

“ Why not? The F rench  keep their 
ea rs to the ground and they’ve been 
paging Bromlitz since he first 
showed up in Luxem bourg. They 
put their cleverest she agent on him, 
a M ademoiselle Lucette Ducos. The 
French are  turning Brom litz’ pass­
ports and secret orders over to us. 
You’ll need only to tran sfe r your 
own photograph to the Bromlitz 
passports. The F rench  have a spe­
cial process for doing this. At your 
convenience en route to Mexico you 
should practice his signature. I 
thought, too, you m ight want to look 
the fellow over to refresh  your m em ­
ory on his m annerism s.”

Captain Benning thought briefly 
and got to his feet.

"V ery good, s ir ,” he said. “ If 
th a t's  the gam e. I 'm  ready to go 
to Vincennes.”

The am bassador handed Benning 
a packet of papers, com prising the 
Bromlitz ca rte  d 'identite and several 
orders in G erm an and Italian . Ben- ! 
ning then left the em bassy and took I 
a taxicab to Vincennes.

Benning passed out of P aris  ; 
through the Porte de Bercy and sped 
to the grim  old walls of the ancient I 
citadel. A sentry challenged a t the 
gate, exam ined Benning’s creden- i 
Lals, and sent him  to the com m an­
dant who dispatched a sous-officier 
to guide the A m erican to the Brom­
litz cell.

(TO BE CONTINUED)

WELDERS
Wanted! Welders, Aviation Mechanics
an d  R adio  O pera to rs. W e t r a in  a t  
low est cost. A sk fo r  B ooklet M, Seat« 
t ie  YMCA Schools, 909— 4th, Seattle^ 
W n.

TRUCK PARTS
H eav y -d u ty  M otors, axels , p a r t s ,  
bodies, t ire s , ho ists .

TRUCK WRECKING COMPANY 
10th & S. E. H aw thorne . P o rtla n d , O ra.

FARMS FOR SALE
20 ac re s  irrig a te d , good soil. C oncre te  
tiled . S ix  room  house, barn , ch icken  
house. E le c tric  ligh ts, te lephone, school 
bus. W a te r  p ressu re . W ell located . 
N ea r K ennew ick Im proved  Com m un­
ity . T erm s $4500.00
O w ner: A. H. Meyer, 604 K ennew ick  
Ave., K ennew ick, W ash in g to n

DENTAL PLATE REPAIR

2 HOUR SERVICE in Most Case» 
Bling ot M a il Tom Plato* 
for Repair-CREDIT Extended

Dr. H arry Semler, D&disl
AUSKtf BLOG. « 3*» »  MORRISON • PORTIAM O ORE

W ater Added
D iner—Take this coffee, w aiter. 

I t ’s like mud.
W aiter—Well, sir, it w as ju st 

ground this morning.

The Question
Law yer—Do you think th a t your 

writing will live on afte r you?
Editor—That isn’t w hat w orries 

me. W hat I  w ant to know is will 
my w riting keep m e living on be­
fore I  go.

A hen is the only crea tu re  on 
earth  who can sit still and pro­
duce dividends.

Two F igures
“So you m et M arian today?” 
“ Yes, I hadn’t seen h er for 10

y ears .”
“H as she kept her girlish fig­

u re?”
“ Kept it? She’s doubled it.”

QUINTUPLETS
use MUSTEROLE for

CHEST COLDS
Mother—Give Your CHILD 
This Same Expert Care!

A t the first sign o f the Dionne Quin­
tup lets catching cold—th e ir  chests and 
th ro a ts  are  rubbed w ith C hildren’s 
yiild  M usterole — a  product made to 
promptly relieve the  D ISTR ESS of 
children’s colds and resu lting  coughs.

The Q uints have alw ays had the 
best o f  care, so m other— you m ay be 
assured  of using  ju s t  about the  BEST

Sroduct made when you use M usterole.
[ORE th an  an o rd inary  “ sa lve”—  

w arm ing, soothing M usterole helps 
break up local congestion. Also made 
in R egular and E x tra  S tre n g th  fo r 
those p re fe rr in g  a s tro n g er product.

Indispensable Supports
Of all the dispositions and habits 

which lead to political prosperity, 
religion and m orality a re  indis­
pensable supports.—W ashington.

“I SAT UP IN BED
trying to get a little sleep. Stomach 
upset. Since using ADLERIKA I 
feel so good! Am 64 years old and do 
my own work.” (E. P.-Okla.j If gas 
in stomach or intestines bothers 
YOU, try ADLERIKA today.

A T  Y O U R  D R U G  S T O R E
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Passing Splendors
The splendors that beior.g unto 

the fam e of earth  are but a wind, 
that in the sam e direction lasts not 
long.—Dante.

£ Miserable 
with backache ?

\Y /H E N  kidneys function badly and 
’ Y Y °U suffer a nagging backache, 

with dizziness, burning, scanty or too 
frequent urination and getting up at 
night; when you feel tired, nervous, 
all upset. . .  use Doan's Pills.

Doan's are especially for poorly 
wo-k,ng kidneys. Millions ot boxes 
are used every year. They are recom­
mended the country over. Ask your 
neighbor!

Doans Pills


